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AN

HISTORICAL REVIEW

O? THE

STATE OF IRELAND.

CHAPTER VL

FROM THE ESTABLISHMEJVT OF THE IRISH LEGIS^
LATIVE I:N'DEPEj\'DEjYCE IK THE YEAR 1782 TO
THE BREAKING OUT OF THE REBELLION IN THE
YEAR 1798.

WE have traced Ireland through centuries of calamity and
oppression in all the variety of irritation, despondency, modera-
tion, firmness, resentment, and submissiveness, at last settled ia
the enjoyment of a free and independent constitution, by the
liberal, manly, and constitutional conduct of an administration,

which though short-lived has left this country a practical lesson,

that the principles, which have carried a minority into power
are not always abandoned by them, when they have acquired it.

To the Rockingham administration did Ireland owe her inde-

pendence in 1782. It remains for us to consider the use made
of it by that country. The appointment to the vice-regency of
Ireland had been ever considered as a principal part of the sup-
port and strength of tlie British administration. Upon this

ground was the Earl Temple appointed under the administra-
tion of Earl Shelburne. He had intermarried with the daughter
of Earl Nugent, upon whom her father had on the marriage
settled the bulic of his large domains in Ireland. Lord Nugent
had on every occasion, both in public and private,-proved him-
self a sincere and warm lover of his country : the relative grati-

tude of the Irish to his son-in-law, the character and accomplish-
ments of the new viceroy, and the virtues of his amiable consort^
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2 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

had ensured him a most cordial welcome and an anticipated

earnest of his zealous efforts for the happiness and prosperity of
tlie Irish people. He succeeded the Duke of Portland on the

15th of September, 1782, and was received with public expres-

sions of joy and satisfaction.

During the short period of Lord Temple's continuance in the

government of that kingdom, his chief attention appears to have
been directed to the establishment of a system of (economy
throughout the different departments ; a reformation superemi-
nendy necessary. The short-lived administration of Lord Shel-

burne, of which Lord Temple was no inconsiderable support,

determined his vice-regtncy on the 3d of June, 1783. He was
in power long enough to have brought upon himself much invi-

dious opposition, from several secondary dependants upon the

Casde, who dreaded nothing &o much as a scrutiny into the

system of their abuses ; and not long enough for the nation to

have felt the happy effects of so laudable an investigation. His
lordship's indefatigable assiduity and perseverance in scrutiniz-

ing the accounts, minutiae and details of office were wholly un-
precedented. It was during the Rockingham administration,

that the conclusion was properly put to the contest between
Great Britain and the American colonies ; for in Februaiy, 1782,
the Bntish House of Commons came to the following reso-

lution :

" That an humble address be presented to his majesty, most
" humbly to represent to his majesty, that the further prosc-
" cution of offensive war on the continent of Nordi America,
*•' for the purpose of reducing the revolted colonies to obedience
'• by force, will be the means of weakening the efforts of this
*' country against her European enemies; tends, under the pre-
'"'' sent circumstances, dangerously to increase the mutual enmi-
" ty so fatal to the interests both of Great Britain and America,
" and, by preventing an happy reconciliation with that country,
" to frustrate the earnest desire graciously expressed by his ma--
" jesty to restore the blessings of public tranquillity.'*^'

Measures having been accordingly adopted for terminating

the unfortunate contest, the peace was concluded by Lord Shel-

* To wluch address his majesty returned this answer :

" Gentlemen of the house of commons.
'* There are no objects nearer to niy heart than the ease^

" happiness, and pi-osperity of my people.
** You may be assured that, in pursuance to your advice, I sha,ll take such

'' measures as shall appear to me to be most conducive to llie restoration of
" harmcMiy between Great Britain and the revolted colonies, so essential to the
*' prosperity of both parlies ; and that my cfiorts ihall be directed in the most
**' effectual manner against our Euro|)ean enemies, till such peace can be ob-
" tained, as sliali be copsistent with the iuterests uud permaucnt welfare of my
" kiufdonis."
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"hurne'G administration ; which could not fail to infuse joy into

the Irish nation, and render them more reconciled to the sudden

change of that administration, through which they had obtained

their independence, in which Lord Shelburne bore a considera-

ble part.

Ihe parliament of Ireland was not then sitting : but it has

been observed, that the questions of simple repeal and positive

declaration or renunciation of rights was kept up i)y the armed
bodies of the volunteers with a warmer spirit of difference, than

they had been within the walls of parliament. And as these

differences could not be concealed from the British parliament,

it behoves us to consider, how they were induced to act upon

tliem. On the 19th of December, 1782, in the British House
of Commons, Colonel Fitzpatrick begged to call the attention

of government to the circumstance, v/hich had given some alarm

to the people of Ireland, the decision ol* an Irish cause in the

court of King's Bench in England. He v.'ished just to beg that

ministers would, before the recess, give some intimation oi

what they intended to do in that question.

Mr. Secretary Townshend assured the honourable gentleman,

that government had spent many hours in the business of Ire-

land, and they had the strongest dispositions to do every thing

in their power to confirm the happy settlement, which had taken

place last session. He explained the late decision to have

arisen from a circumstance, v/hich could not be provided against,

viz. that the cause had been in the court for eighteen months,

and the judges were bound to decide upon it.

Colonel Fitzpatrick said, that he was only anxious, that satis-

faction should be given to the Irish naWon on this ground, and
that they should learn, before the recess, that this country vv'as

well disposed to give every necessary satisfaction. This was
particularly to be wished, because pains had been taken to spread

ideas, that what had been done was not sufHcient for the security

of Ireland ; and on the score of this decision surmises had been
thrown cut against the friends of order and reason, who were
convinced of the rectitude of the intentions of Britain. He un-

derstood, that there v»^ere several other causes in the court of
King's Bench.
Mr. Secretary Townshend assured him there were not.

Though there were two appeals before the House of Lords,
which had also been there before the act of last session ; but he
imderstood, that they would be removed, and pains had been
taken to prevent anv more appeals from being brought to Eng-
land.

Th€ Attorney General explained the reason of the late deci-

sion' very clearly, and said it was impossible for the noble lord

(Mansfield) at the head of thnt court, who was the pride and
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ornament of human nature, to prevent the decision. He said

there "vvere no more Irish causes, and it was now impossible,

that tb.ere should be any more.

I^ir. Fox declared, that the intentions of those ministers, who
had sent the repeal of the declaratory law, were thereby to make
a complete, absolute, and perpetual surrender of the British le-

gislative and judicial supiemacy over Ireland. This was the

intention of government; and it was the clear conviction both

of ministers and of the gentlemen of Ireland, who interested

themselves in the business, that the manner in which this

was done was the best possible v/ay, and the least liable to ex-

ception. Since that had been done, opinions had been propa-

gated, that a renunciation was better than a repeal. A renun-

ciation v\^as then thought of; but it was the opinion of the gen- ,

tlem.en, that if Britain did it by a renunciation of the right, it

would be oifensive to Ireland, because thereby we should have

declared, that we possessed the right. Again, a renunciation,

stating it to be a right, which we never legally possessed, was

what England would not be brought to agree to, and therefore

that plan pursued was preferred to every other: it was clearly

understood to be a complete surrender, and was received with

cordialitv bv those gentlemen, whom he v/ould pronounce to be

the best and truest friends to Ireland.

*On the next dav Mr. William Grenville (se<:retary to his

brother, the lord lieutenant of Ireland) said, he lamented, that

he had not been present at a conversation, which he understood

had taken place the preceding night, relative to Ireland ; if he

had been present, he would have informed the house, that

the late decision in the King's Bench in England, which had

occasioned much jealousy in Ireland^ had been taken notice of

immediately by the lord lieutenant, who had not lost a moment
to remonstrate on that subject with his majesty's ministers, and

to make known to them the effect it had produced in the minds

of the people of Ireland ; and he must do ministers the justice

TO say, he had found them very v»ell disposed to remove the

ground of jealousy ; it was necessary also, that he should do

justice to the lord lieutenant, by declaring, that there was not a

man in either kingdom, more decidedly of opinion than his

excellency was, that the faith of England was pledged to Ireland

for the truth of this proposition, that England had fully and com-
/ pletely renoimced all legislative and judicial jurisdiaion; and

that nothing could be more conducive to the harmony and inte-

rests of both kingdoms, than that this national faith should be

preserved inviolate. He said, he intended to move for a call of

the house at an earlier day than the 22d of next month ; how-

* 9 ParL Debates, p. 121.
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ever, he hoped, that gentlemen would be in town before that

day; in that hope he gave notice, that a motion woald be made
in the house relative to Ireland.

Mr. Secretary Tcwnshend complained, th^.t what he had
said in the conversation last night on the subject of Ireland,

had been grossly misrepresented in some publications ; for

though he had said, that " great pains had been taken to prevent

any more appeals being brought from Ireland," yet he was

represented to have said just the very contrary : it was not of

much importance, he observed, what he, as an individual mem-
ber of the house, might have said ; but when it might be sup-

posed, that he was speaking the sentiments of his majesty's

ministers, it was of great consequence, that he should not be

misrepresented.

Lord Beauchamp said, that as a friend of both kingdoms, his

only object was to secure a lasting harmony between them ; if

he should be able to root out every remains of jealousy, his

great object would be accomplished, and he would sit down
the happiest of men. As to the writs of error to England, he

knew they could in future be of no effect ; for as a law had
passed in Ireland to prevent the judges of that kingdom to

certify into England the record of the proceedings in any cause,

so of course there was an end of appeals, as far as Ireland could

put an end to them ; but as an act of parliament of Ireland

could not shut up a court of law in England, it was necessary

that an English act should be passed for that purpose ; for,

until such an act should pass, he should hold it to be sound law,

that whatever person feels, or thinks himself aggrieved by a

decision of a court of law in Ireland, may apply to the King's

Bench in England, which court is bounden to entertain his

cause, though it be at present impossible that the judges of that

court could give redress in such a case, as every decision in

England affecting a cause, that originated in and belonged to

Ireland, made since the passingof the Irish act alluded to, must
of course be null and void. He appealed then to the house,

if it would not be proper to pass a law, which should direct the

courts not to entertain Irish causes, their decisions on which
must necessarily be ineffectual.

On the 22d of January, 1783,* Mr. Secretary Townshend
brought forward the business of Ireland before the House of

Commons, with an explicit avowal, that the principle, upon
which the parliament had acted last session, was to give Ireland

ever}- satisfaction, that justice demanded, and that was consist-

ent with the dignity of Great Britain. The mode, that had
been adopted to convey that satisfaction, m.ight not liavc been

*9 Pa-1. Debate^, p. 138.
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such as to prevent all cavil, and to take away every pretext from
those, who might have a greater v/ish for embroiling, than for

settling public affairs. Ireland did not desire, and \yould not

accept of a grant of rights from Great Britain ; and at the same
time her good sense, and her regard for this country, would not

suffer her to propose or demand what England would not do,

what she could not do, without recording her own shame,
namely, to declare, that for centuries she had usurped the rights

of Ireland. As for himself, nothing v/as farther from his intention,

than to impeach the mode of proceeding of the administration,

imder whose direction the Irish business had been conducted
last year ; he believed that sincerity and v/isdom had guided
their steps ; but some untoward circum.stances had intervened,

to prevent them from producing all the good eiTect, that might
have been expected from tliem, particularly a late decision in

the court of King's B nch here, v/hich had excited jealousies

in the breasts even of the best intentioned men in Ireland. In
what he had jast said, Mr. Secretary declared, nothing could

be farther from his meaning, than in any, the most distant man-
ner, even to reflect on the conduct of the judges of the court

King's Bench, with regard to their determination of the writ of
error. He was perfectly conscious, that they were bounden to

act as they had done ; that it was not in their own power legally

to have acted otherwise ; and, that in reality, what they had
done, did not affect the question between the two countries.

Ireland claimed a sole and exclusive exercise of judicature, as

vrell as of legislation ; having given up the legislation, the judi-

cature was certainly not worth contending for ; and therefore,

were there not other great and weighty reasons of policy and
justice in the case, he should think England ought, knowing-

Vv^hat the v/ish of Ireland was, to meet it cheerfully and readily.

He vrished that his motion might pass unanimously, that the

people of Ireland might see that England meant fairly, when
she set out to remove th.e causes of their jealousies and discon-

tents. He then moved for leave to bring in a bill " For rc-
*' moving and prevcnlhig all doubts which have arisen^ or may
*^ arise^ conccrmng the exclusive rights of the parliament and
^* courts of Ireland in matters of legislation and judicature^ and
''^ for preventing any xvrit of error ^ or appeal^from any of his
'' majer>ty'*s courts in that kingdom^ from being received^ heard^
" and adjudged^ in any of his ?najesty^s courts in the kingdom of
" Great Britain:'

Mr. W. Grenville (Secretary to Lord Temple) seconded the

motion ; he was happy to fmd that government had so early, and
of their own accord, brought forth the business ; for though he
would not say how jealousies had been excited in Ireland, there

wan no doubt, but jealousies did exist there ; and that the late
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transaction in the court of King's Bench here, had in no small

degree contributed to spread them wider. The necessity of

taking some steps that should amount to such a prevention,

struck him so foix:ibly, that he could not but rejoice exceedingly

at what he had heard that day ; at the same time he meant not

to suggest the smallest impeachment of the measures of govern-

ment last session, or of ihe intentior^ of those gendemen, who
had managed ihe business on the part of Ireland.

Mr. Eden rose next. Ke said, that when Mr. Fox's propo-

sitions were discussed on the 17th of May last, he had ven-

tured to declare his belief, that those propositions would be

satisfactory to Ireiar.d, and his opinion, that they ought to be

satisfactory. He had not yet seen any reason to believe he

bad erred in either idea : he added, that he was far from mean-
ing to express or convey censure, either on the ingenuity of the

individuals, who had raised the doubt, or of the jealous sensi-

bility of the people, who had adopted it. A doubt originated

by the noble lord, forcibly stated in Ireland by the legal preci-

sion of Mr. Walshe, supported by the admirable and unwearied

abilities of Mr. Flood, and countenanced by the manly firmness

and eminent integrity of the Recorder of Dublin, was certainly

not to be treated otherwise, than with respect. He never had
admitted, nor v/ould admit, that Ireland owed her acquisitions

to the battalions of her volunteers, farther than as the volunteers

were understood to express the general sense of the nation. His
deference in these matters had been paid, not to their English

firelocks, but to their Irish unanimity ; he would have paid

at least an equal deference to as many farmers or manufactu-

rers, with the implements of their industry in their hands. Ire-

land ought then to found and rest her security, which she safely

might, on the basis of national wisdom, national affection and
national faith.

Colonel Fitzpatrick said, there was one expression, which he
found fault with, and that was, that there were doubts and jealou-

sies subsisting in the kingdom of Ireland. He knew of no such

doubts and jealousies, and that house knew of none. There
had not come to their knowledge, by any petition, memorial, or

representation whatever, any account of these jealousies. If

they noticed all rumours of reports, they would never know
where to stop ; for there would always start up some individuals,

who would, by weak pretexts, and under various masks, endea-

vour to raise clamours as distinct from the voice of the nation,

as the purpose, which they had in view, was distinct from the

true interests of their country. The minds of men in Ireland had
been, as it were, fermented and worked up into a kind of political

fever;' and he that expected that they would subside altogether

in an instant, and grow every where perfectly calm and tempe-
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rate, must be equally unacquainted with the state, humours, and
sensations of the body politic, and the body natural. It was
naturally to be imagined, that there would be in that country,

as there must be in all countries, certain restless spirits, to whom
the return of peace and order must be unfavourable. That
such men should be ready to propagate stories and suspicions,

was not strange ; and it was no ways to be wondered at, if, by
their address and cunning, they should bring over a certain

set of men to listen to them. But was a wise and prudent
government to call such clamours the voice of the nation ?

Certainly not ; and he therefore wished that on the present

occasion, there had not been an};- mention made of the jealousies

of the Irish nation.

Lord Beauchamp said, that there were jealousies in Ireland,

was not to be doubted : that tliere were grounds Ibr these

jealousies, was an incontrovertible proposition^' ; that the writ

of error from Ireland, returnable into the King's Bench of

England, was coeval with the constitution of Ireland ; it was
impossible, therefore, that the mere repeal of the 6th of George
I. could take this Vvrit away : now, if it did not take it away,
with what truth in argument' could the right honourable gentle-

man say, that this country had fully and completely surrendered

every legislative, every judicial jurisdiction over Ireland. But
the right honourable member would say, " it was only of the
" appellant jurisdiction of the House of Lords that the Irish
" complained." To what did a v/rit of error brought into the

King's Bench here ultimately tend? Why, to establish that very

appellant jurisdiction of die British House of Lords, of which
the Irish had complained ; for no man could doubt but the

party, who, in the appeal to the King's Bench, should think

himself aggrieved, was by law entitled to take out a writ of

error returnable in parliament j and thus the English lords come
once more into possession of that very judicial jurisdiction,

which the right honourable gentleman would have the Irish

erroneously believe had been fully surrendered up to then His
lordship took up the otherbranch of jurisdiction, the legislative ;

and he maintained, that the Irish had been as much deceived in

this point as in the former ; for though it were said, and erro-

neously said, that the rights of England over Ireland in matters

* Colonel Fitzpatrick, on this occasion, read a paragraph out of a letter

pubUsbed by Lord Beauchamp to the Belfast volunteers, in which he had said,

if the people ocf/uicice in wlat has been done, my lips are for ever closed on the

subject. He contended, the people had acquiesced; and was therefore sur-

pri.sed to find the noble lord runnings a race with the minister, who should first

open his lips. On tlie vei> next day, (23d of Januar)', 1783) Mr. Secretary

Townshend announced to tlie house the signnnp^ of the preliminaries of peace

between Great Britain, France, and S])aiu ; and that a cessation of hostilities

with tlie United States of Holland had been ag-reed upon.
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of legislation, had been surrendered, scarcely three weeks had
passed, when the English parliament legislated for Ireland, by
passing an act prohibiting the exportation of blocks uf.cd in

calHco printing; in this act, Ireland was expressly named, not-

withstanding the very recent repeal of the 6th of George I.

Had not the Irish a just cause for being alarmed at this breach
of faith with them? But was this the only instance of attempting
to legislate for Ireland ? No : for that kingdom was expressly
named in the act which opened the British ports for the im-
portation of sugars, &c. the produce of St. Kitts, and other late

British islands in the West-Indies. Surely, an attempt to open
the ports of a kingdom, was one of the highest acts of sovereign
power; and yet this power the British parliament had assumed,
just after they had, in the opinion of the right honourable gen-
tleman, surrendered all legislative authority over Ireland. Was
it unnatural then, that jealousies should subsist in that country ?

He was very willing to allow, that in these cases the word Ire-

land had slipped in by oversight, and that it had passed the
house through that indiflerence and inattention, which but too
strongly prevailed. He did not doubt the sincerity of their

intentions, but the matter might naturally excite disturbance in
Ireland. And if none of all this had been done, a transaction

had taken place at the close of the last session, which, of itself,

might well excite jealousies, and keep them alive; for a noble
lord in the upper house had read in his place a bill, which he
said he would at another period move for leave to bring in,

which bill proposed to resume and maintain the right of England
to legislate externally for Ireland. Were the people of that
country to be the sport and caprice of every man ? Were they
to have no other tenure, no other security for their rights, than
the construction of law, than the mere repeal of a declaratory
act? Was it not, therefore, wise and prudent in the ministers
to avail themselves of the present circumstance, when one
parliament was sitting and the other not, to take such steps as
would effectually stifle all jealousy, and draw from the parlia-

ment of Ireland, at their next meeting, addresses of affection, of
kindness, of generosity, instead of gloomy and resentful remon-
strances.

Colonel Fitzpatrick and Mr. Fox would not object to the
Secretary's motion, although they saw no necessity for the bill';

it was therefore moved for and carried unanimously.
In the discussion of the preliminary articles of peace, was

formed the memorable coalition between Lord North and Mr,
Fox. Several of the friends of both these gentlemen vehemently
reprobated the terms of Lord Shelburne's peace. These gen-
tlemen had, indeed, violently oppose.d each other on the question

YOL. III. B



10 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

of the American war : but that being now set to rest, such of

the former opponents as supported, or opposed rather measures

than men, found no longer aRV grounds for opposing each other,

and therefore united into one body for the common good of

their country. On the 22d of February, the coalesced party

brought all their forces to bear upon the ministry ; and after a

very long and heated debate, they outvoted the minister by 17

upon the following question ;*...." That the concessions made
'^ to the adversaries of Great Britain, by the provisional treaty

" and preliminary articles, are greater than they Vv^ere entitled to,

'' either from the actual situation of their respective possessions,

" or from their comparative strength." In consequence of this

defeat of the minister, on the 25th of February, 1782, the Se-

cretary of State moved, " That the house, at its rising, should
" adjourn to Friday next ;" it was not unknown to gentlemen,

that arrangements were making for a new administration ; and

it would be but proper that the house should adjourn over a few

days, in order to afiord time for completing the arrangements.

Earl Nugent opposed it ; he said, that a bill of the greatest

importance relative to Ireland, was to be refern d to a commit-

tee of the whole house on the morrov/ ; and gentlemen must

see the impropriety of putting off a business so materially affect-

ing such a great part of the empire, merely that ministerial ar-

rangements might be made, when the bill had nothing to do

with ministers : it was the great work of the people of England.

The lord Advocate declared himself a friend to the adjourn-

ment, for the very reason, that moved the noble lord to oppose

it : the bill to which he alluded was of too great a magnitude to

* 9 Pari. Debates, p. 369. The house sat till past three in the morning;

the ayes were 207, the noes 190. In consequence of this censure passed on

the peace *oy the House of Commons, the Earl of Shelburne quitted his oifice

of first commissioner of the treasjuy ; and the chancellor of the exchequer de-

clared publicly in the house, that he only lield his place till a successor should

be appoiiited to fill it. A ministerial interregnum ensued, which lasted till

the beginning" of April; during- vvhich time the kingdom remained in a state

of great disorder, without any responsible government at home, the finances

neglected, the military establishments unreduced, and the negociations with

foreign powers, which the critical conjuncture of aftairs rendered peculiarly

importimt, entirely at a stand-

Various causes were assigned for the extraordinary delay in the appoint-

ment of a new administration, Tliose who v. ished to shift all blame from the

court, aiieged, tiiat the cl;ief obstacle arc^3e from the mutual jealousy, which
still subsisted between the new allied paities, and the difficulties they found in

adjusting their several pretensions. Others have supposed, that the interval

was employed in private intrigues v/ith the individuals of diiVerent parties, and
in an attempt to form an admirastration independent of the great leading con-

nections. Others again did not hesitate to assert, that on the failure of this

attempt, the influence possessed by the lord high chancellor, whose dismission

was a point insisted on by the coalition, was the principal arrangement. Such
were the public conversations at the time, and so matters were frequently al-

luded to ni the debates iu parliament.
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be agitated during what he might call a ministerial interregnum
;

it was a bill that ought to have the marked countenance and
support of administration.

Earl Nugent replied, that there was nothing farther from his

wish than that the bill should be carried through parliament by
ministerial iniluence ; nothing could do more honour to this

nation, or give more satisfaction to Ireland, than that the bill

should originate, and be carried through in a conviction in

the minds of the people of England, that the bill was founded in

justice, policy, and equity : the people of Ireland could have but
little reason to deem the bill a security to their constitution, if

they should be by any means led" to think that it had been car-

ried by the influence of administration, against the wishes of the

people : nothing could satisfy the people of Ireland, but the idea,

that the people of England with one voice agreed to the p-assino-

of diis bill, from a conviction that it was fit it should be; passed,
and v.'lthout being biassed in their judgment by ministerial in-

fluence': it was not upon floating administrations, that stability

could be founded; and therefore it was to the^people of Eno--

land, not to ministers, diat Ireland appealed ; and the people of
England represented by that house, could alone give perma-
nency to measures, they never could derive it from the insecure
tenure of ministerial influence : ministers had nothing- to do
with the business ; the people were concerned ; and their repre-
sentatives in that house might therefore proceed with the bill

without giving themselves any trouble about ministers ; he cared
not who were, or who were not ministers; he was under no
obligation either to those who were in, or to those, who, from re-

port, he understood were likely to be their successors ; the bill

concerned the nation, and the representatives of the people, who
were most intimately concerned in it, ought to proceed in their

own business v/ithout waiting for ministerial arrangements, for

if they did, an idea might go forth, which ought to be crushed,
that the bill was to be supported by the influence of adminis-
tration.

On the 2d of April, 1783, it was announced to the British
parliament that a new^ arrangement was formed ; when Mr.

* Tlie following is a List of the Coalition Administration.

Ti\e Duke of Portland, First Lord of the Treasury.
Lord North, and Mr. Fox, principal Secretaries of State.

Lord John Cavendish, Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Lord Viscount Keppel, First Lord of the Admiralty.
Lord Viscount Stormont, President of the Council.

The Earl of Carlisle, Privy Seal.

The above seven persons to form the cabinet.

Lord Loughborough, Sir William Henry Ashhurst, and Sip Beaumont He-
tharn, Lords Commissioners for the custody of tlie great seal.
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Pitt moved the order af the day on the American trade bill.

Lord Sheffield violently opposed it as one of the most ill-ma-

naged and ill-considered bills ever brought before that house.

In the course of his speech, he adverted to what he had said

some few days before upon the subject of that bill's affecting

Ireland.* That kingdom received as a right every advantage
she had lately acquired, except the participatioi^j of the West-
India monopoly ; for that she was thankful, and in return pass-

ed the actj which lays the same duties as Britain on imported
sugars, and other West-India articles, and lays prohibitory du-
ties on similar articles from foreign islands. By this bill that

monopoly would cease ; deprived of the advantage, Ireland

would think, that Britain had done away the consideration,

which induced her to shut her ports against foreign sugars. The
Irish act laying prohibitory duties was biennial, and would ex-

pire next Christmas ; and it was not to be supposed under these

circumstances she would continue it. Her redress would be to

take foreign West-India goods, at least she would not think it

necessary to charge her own consumption of sugars with higher

duties, than were required from America. She would expect

to have Westr-India goods on as good terms as the American

The Eftrl of Surrey, Frederic Montagu, Esq. and Sir Grey Cooper, Lords of
the Treasury.

Hug'h Pig-ot, Esq. Lord Viscount Dung-annon, Hon. John TouTishend, Sir

John Lindsay, Wiihani JollifFe, Esq. and Nvhitshed Keene, Esq. Lords of the
Admiralty.
The Eivl of flertford, Lord Chamberlain.
TheE';rl of Dartmouth, Lord Steward of tlie Household.
Rig-lit Honourable Cliarles GreviUe, Treasurer of the Household.
Lord Viscount Townshend, Master Gerieral of the Ordnance.
Jf)hn Courtenay, Esq. Surveyor General of the Ordnance.
Henry Strac.iey, Esq. Store-kecperof tlie Ordnance.
William Adam, Esq. Treasurer of the Ordnance.
Honourable Richard Fitzpatrick, Secretary at War.
Edmiu'.d Burke, Esq. Pay-master of the Forces.
Charles Townsliend, Esq. Treasurer of the Navy.
The Earl of Cholmondely, Captain of the Yeomen of the Guards.
James Wallace, Esq. Attorney -General.
John Lee, Esq. Solicitor-general.

Lord Foley, Joint Post-Master General.
Richard Brindsley Sheridan, Esq. and Richard Burke, Esq. Secretaries t»

tlie Treasury.
Honourable Mr. St. John, and Honourable Colonel North, under Secreta-

ries of State.

The Earl of Sandwich, Ranger and Keeper of St. James's Park and Hyde
Park.
The Earl of Jersey, Captain of the band of Pensioners.
Lord Hinrhip.brook, Master of the Buck Hounds.
The Earl of Mansfield, Speaker of the House of Lords.
The Earl of Northington, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.
Mr. Wyndham, Secretary of State for Ireland.
William Eden, Esq. Joint Vice-Treasurer of Irelaad.
* 9 Piui. Debates, p. 594.
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States, now become foreign. West-India planters should con-

sider, whether a direct trade to the American States would re-

compense them for the loss of the Irish consumption ; and par-

liament should consider what would be the state of smuggling

from Ireland into this country, if Ireland should become the

depot for foreign West-India goods, or of our own, under low
duties.

The Irish judicature bill, which had gone up and been once

read in the lords, had been suspended in its progress from the

moment the change in miinistry had been spoken of; and Lord
Thurlow publicly avowed in a conversation upon that bill's stand-

ing for the order of the day, that he had been the person, who
advised the noble lord, who had moved the first reading of the

bill, not to move the second, but to let the bill remain till his

majesty's present ministers chose to take it up. His lordship

further observed, that the bill then before the house had been
concerted with the advice of the present lord lieutenant of Ire-

land ; a noble lord, of v*hom both in private and in public he had
heard sufficient in praise to convince him, that he v/as a man of

jjreat abilities, of great wisdom, and of great integrity. Advice
coming from such a man, and it being considered what a great

stake that noble lord had in both countries, too much attention

could not certainly be paid to the nable lord's suggestions.

For these reasons, he hoped, and most anxiously hoped, that

the noble lord was not to be recalled, but was to remain where
he was, and where he had conducted himself in his high capaci-

ty, in a manner that redounded so much to his own honour, at

the same time that it was productive of infinite advantage to the

interests of both kingdoms. His lordship reasoned upon this

for a considerable time, and said, that if unfortunately the noble

earl were to leave Ireland, and any body else were to be sent

thither, it would become a noble Duke (of Portland) more par-

ticularly to inform the house in the fullest manner, how the pre-

sent bill vrould suit that wisdom, which the administration of that

day meant to pursue, that the house might judge of the propriety,

practicability, and policy of the whole, before they darkly and
blindly gave their sanction to oae part only. Then the Earl of
Mansfield put the question, "that the bill be read a second time
*' on Monday next, and the lords be summoned ;" which was or-

dered accordingly ; and on the 14th of April, 1783, Lord Aber-
deen made a very long and able speech upon the bill then under
the contemplation of the house : He had seen with infinite plea-

sure, that what Ireland had required of England, had been in all

its extent acquiesced in by his majesty's ministers. He had
seen an act of parliament no less offensive to the constitution of
this country, than subversive of the right of Ireland, repealed
and expunged from our Statute Books. But he had also seen,
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that although this had been done at the instance and requisition

of both houses of parliament in Ireland, Ireland was not satis-

fied with it; and seeing that, as the true friend to both countries,

he endeavoured to draw that line of relation betwixt the two,

which the interest of each seemed to call for and require, and in

which he felt himself upholden, maintained, and supported by
the constitution of England.

In considering the subject, two things occurred to his obser-

vation ; one the right, which this country had exercised of inter-

nal legislation over Ireland; the other, the right, which this

country possessed of external legislation over Ireland, so far as

that legislation regarded the navigation and commerce of that

kingdom. With respect to the first, the right of internal legis-

lation, it was clear to him, that no right so manifestly in the

teeth of the constitution of this country, however it had been

exercised, could on principle be maintained ; for as it was a

fundamental principle of the constitution, that legislation and
representation were inseparable, therefore inasmuch as Ireland

was not represented in the British parliament, Ireland cculd not

be subject to the legislature of the British parliament; but of the

right of external legislation, so far as it respected the naviga-

tion and commerce of that kingdom, his opinion and judgment
Avere the ver}^ reverse : that right being founded on the right to

the dominion of the sea, v^as a common law right, a fundamental

right coequal with the constitution of this country, he found it

so laid down pacsim in all our common law books, as wt^ll as

expressly declared in the statute of the 20th of Kenry VI. chap.

9. to wit

:

" The parliament of England cannot bind Ireland, as to their

lands, for they have a parliament there ; but they may bind them

as to things transitory, as the shij^ping of wool, or merchandise,

to the intent to carrv it to another place beyond sea." An
authority, v>'hich whilst it maintained the rights of external

legislation q7ioad the commerce of Ireland, it defeated the right

of interiial legislation, for the reason given, namely, " for that

^' they have a parliament there."

He asked if the people of Ireland wished to remain subjects

of the crown of England? If they did, the moment that bill pas-

sed, they v.-ere no longer so. For the subjects of the crown of

England must be, and are, of continual necessity, under the

legislative audiority of this country. The crown itself is under

the legislative authority of this country, and of course those,

who are dependant upon this crown, so far as the constitution

admits of it, must be so too. That they may be subjects of

the king of England, is true, and so they will be ; and so are the

people of Hanover subjects of the king of England ; but does
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Ireland v/ish to be upon the footing of Hanover with this coun-

try ? aiid yet the case must and will be so. Suppose an act

of parliament were to pass, restraining the prerogative of the

crov. n in any given instance with respect to Ireland, would not

Ireland be bounden by that act of parliament ? Must not Ireland

submit to that aci of parliament? For how could Ireland oppose
or resist it but by an act of rebellion, if the people of Ireland be
the subjects of the crown of Englr.nd, and the crown of England
be subjc.t to the legislation of England? Do the people of Ire-

land v\^ish to have seats in the British parliament? This bill

incapacitates them from being members of the British legisla-

ture. It v/as by acts of parliament, that the right of sitting in

tht^ two houses of parliament was regulated; and the people of

Irtland not being to be bounden by acts of parliament, they are

in so much aliens, quoad their claim to this right. From the

moment that act did pass, the Irish were no longer our fellow

subjects. If that right be in us, that right is delegated to us,

and no delegated right is, or can be in its nature transferable.

This is £Oi;nd constitutional doctrine, and not to be opposed

;

bes.dfs, at best this is but an act of parliament, and all acts of
pariianitiit are rcpealable ; and then the right reverts to its fun-

damental source. Let the Irish remember, that the 6th of

George 1. has been repealed.

The Duke of Richmond said, that in m.any respects he agreed
with the noble eavl, and must do him the justice to say, he never
heard a series of arguments better digested. His grace went
over much of the old ground, and amongst other things their

lordships would be pleased to consider, that not only in regard
to peace and war, in regard to rivalship in commerce, in regard
to ecclesiastical matters, the separation created by the present

bill would be materially alarming to England. Suppose that

England should have occasion to go to war, and Ireland should
find herself disposed to remain at peace, should refuse to give

aid, and furnish her quotas to the cause of the empire ; suppose
that in negociations for peace, the terms agreed on by the

English ministers, should be objected to by the Irish ; suppose
that in regulations and treaties of commerce v/ith foreign states

the Irish should contend with the English, in these and a thou-
sand other possible suppositions, was it possible that this total

separation could be submitted to by the people of England? But
there were other most important dangers to be apprehended.
All these arguments powerfully bore upon the ultimate neces-
sity of an incorporate union, without v/hich the two kingdoms
must be constantly exposed, to these monstrous anomalies and
mischiefs in government. These were reasons that made it

indispensably necessary for their lordships to enquire whether
this was to be followed by any other measure, and whether the
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present ministers had adopted it as a part of a system, upon

which the mataal connection of the two countries was to be

established. This was particularly necessary to be known, on

account of the very unaccountable and opposite mixture of opi-

nion and principle that existed in the cabinet at that time. It

was impossible that he, or that any man could rationally trust to

the measures of an administration, where the principles were sa

opposite and contradictory ; one part of which he revered as

much as he reprobated the other. The noble duke severely

animadverted upon Lord North's conduct respecting Ireland,

and endeavoured to prove, that the noble lord had been the

cause of ail the uneasiness and oppression felt and complained of

by Ireland, and of her taking up arms to do herself justice,

when she found the British parliament would do nothing for

her. -His Grace stated the frequent attempts made to relieve

her trade in trifling particulars-, all of which were defeated by

the opposition of local interests. He mentioned the bill allow-

ing her to import her own sugars, which he said was ultimately

defeated by the interposition of Lord North, on a division of 64

to 58 ; he afterwards stated the declaration of a noble earl at

that time at the head of his majesty's councils (Earl Gower)

at the end of the session of 1 779 (that the address then moved
respecting Ireland by the Marquis of Rockingham, should not

be opposed, if the censure of ministers were taken out) the

accompanying promise, that something for the relief of Ireland

should be thought of against the next session, and the noble

earl's subsequent resignation of his olEce, and his informing

the house when parliament met again, that his reason for hav-

ing quitted his majesty's councils was, " because the promise
'' he had ventured to make to their lordships had not been
" fulfilled, and nothing had been done for Ireland." His Grace

dwelt on these particulars for some time, and then took the

liberty of asking from the noble duke, who was at the head of

the new administration, not what was to be his system, but

whether or not it were the design of the cabinet to follow up this

bill w^ith others; and whether this were only a part, or the whole

of their system with regard to the setdement of the relative

situation of the two kingdoms?

The Duke of Pordand said, that it would be a very improper

thing for hini to divulge prematurely the purposes of the king's

ministers. He always had been, and always should be ready,

to do every thing in his power to cement the connection between

Great Britain and Ireland, on terms of mAitual affection and

mutual interest. He therefore most heartily concurred in the

present bill; he submitted to the candour of the house whether

it were fair to suspect until there was an appearance of guilt, and

whether it were right to call upon him for official communications
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future measures or designs. Beside, their lordships would re-
' collect how very short the time was since they had come into

office, and in fairness they could not be expected to be fully in-

formed of the various topics in the offices.

Lord Thurlow professed, that he could not see any thing un-
seasonable or improper in the question, which the noble Duke
had asked. It was applicable to the occasion, and he thought,

that without being satisfied on the point, their lordships could

not fairly be called to the decision of the present question. What
was the question? Was the present bill the whole or only the

part of a system ? On what grounds v/as it to be adopted by the

present ministers ? For what purpose was it to be passed ? To
what end was it to be applied ? In all this was there any thing,

which in the smallest degree, could give embarrassment to mi-
nisters in answering ? There had been tidl time from Friday to

Monday, to have examined every paper on the subject : and what
made this appear more singular, was, that many of those papers

must have come from the noble duke himself, and a noble earl

his now colleague in administration ; would not their lordships

then suppose, that no men could have been fixed on so capable

of speedily determining what was expected, and what ought to

be done to secure a lasting and permanent connection w^ith our
sister kingdom ? and yet these men, according to their own ac-

counts, were the most improper and incapable of all persons

living. He said he could not but lament the frequent changes,

which revolutions in politics in this kingdom made in the lord

lieutenants of that country. The people were scarcely settled

with a representative of the crown, before intelligence arrived,

that they were to part with him, and that another was appointed
in his stead. This circumstance was sufficient to make them
have a very poor opinion of the councils of this country, and
that we were guided by caprice, whim, and unsteadiness : the

present nobleman who filled that high office, by his generosity,

his large connections in both countries, his affability and inte-

grity, had won their good opinion in a short time ; and this

was no sooner done than their favourite was to be taken from
them.

Lord Loughborough said, that on this question he had no pe-
culiar means of acquiring information with respect to the de-
signs of the cabinet. He had no other information than as a
lord of parliament, and as such, he must declare freely, that he
thought the present conversation, for it was not a debate, on the
merits of the bill, extremely irregular, if not disorderly. Not a
word was started in objection to the bill as to itself, but minis-
ters were called upon to divulge their future system, and to de-
clare what they were to be to the house. He did not think this

VOL III. e
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perfectly consistent with fairness, nor was it the kind of opposi-

tion, which any ministry would have reason to dread.

Lord Viscount Townshend said, it was not candid nor fair

to demand from ministers, at so early a period after their in-

troduction to office, the system which they w^ere to pursue with
Ireland. This, at least, was evident ; that if they meant to act

a fair, a manly, and an honest part, ihe present bill was necessa-

ry, since it confirmed what was done in die last session, and
none of those alarming evils were to be apprehended from it.

The fluctuation of Irish opinions was easily to be accounted for.

The incessant change of the government must naturally give

rise to fresh jealousies and new opinions, and while this very
great evil continued, it w^as impossible that we could expect to

see our sister kingdom truly and permanently fixed in her sys-

tem and sentiments. He declared it was his opinion, that for

ivant of acting unequivocally on former occasions, all our mis-
fortunes, including even the loss of America, had arisen ; that

what they felt in their own breasts should govern their public

conduct ; and the national honour, like the personal honour of
their lordships, should be deemed sacred, and on no account to

be violated. Public credit depended on the public faith ; the

abandonment of the latter consequently must prove the ruin of
the former. After a very heated debate and personal reflections

from the Duke of Chandos and Lord Radnor upon the new
ministers having seized on the reins of government by force,

and outraged royalty by peremptory conditions, the bill was
com.mitted without a dissenting voice.

No bill ever produced more debates, yet it never brought on
one division. And it must be allowed, that under the variety

of changes, which the British ministry experienced at that cri-

tical period, they all centred in one accord, to give ease, satis-

faction, and perfect constitutional liberty to Ireland. There
cannot be a more unimpeachable voucher, than the *act for

finally setding the independent legislation and judicature of Ire-

land.

* The act 23 Georg-e III. c. 28. intituled, *' A^\ Act for preventing and re-
** ir.oving- all doubts which have arisen, or may arise, concernini:^ the exclu-
*' sive rig-hts^of the parliament and courts of Ireland, in matters of legislation
*' and judicature ; and ibr preventing- any writ of error or appeal fj-om any of
*' his majesty's courts in that king-dom from being- received, heard, and ad-
" judged, in any of his majesty's courts in the kingdom of Great Britain."

" Whereas by an act of the last session of this present parliament, intituled,
** An Acttorei)eal an act, made in the 6th year ofthereig-n of his late majes-
*' ty King- Geoj'g-e I. intituled, An Act for the better securing- the dependancy
" of the kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain, it was enacted,
*' That the said last mentioned act, and all matters and thing's therein con-
*• tained, should be repealed : And whereas doubts have arisen whether the
*' provision.s of tiie said act are sufficient to secure to the people of Ireland the
** rights claimed by tliem to be bound only by laws enacted by his majesty and
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Whilst the British senate was earnestly employed in giving

and securing freedom to Ireland, and in the ministerial inter-

regnum, which suspended the action of the British government,
Ireland was not wholly inactive. The corporation of the city

of Dublin presented the following address to the lord lieute-

nant:

" May it please your Excellency.
" WE, the Lord Mayor, SheriiFs, Commons,

" and Citizens of the City of Dublin, in common council as-

" sembfed, unanim.ously think it our indispensable duty at this

" time to approach your excellency with our sincere acknow-
" ledgnients for your prudent and indefatigable regard to the
" honour and welfare of this country.

" Your excellency's early attention to the removal of all

" doubts relative to the independency of the legislation, and ju-
" risdiction of the parliament of Ireland, the general and osco-
** nomical reform introduced into several departments of the
" state, and the many great and apparent advantages we enjoy,
" and are likely to experience, from your excellency's wise, firm,

" and virtuous administration, must at all times excite and de-
" mand the highest expressions of gratitude, and make us earn-
" estly solicirous for the continuance of )'our government over
" a people affectionate to your person, and truly sensible of your
" honourable intentions.

" the parliament of that kingdom, in all cases whatever, and to have all ac-
" tions and suits at law or in equity, which may be instituted in that king-doni,
«' decided in his majesty's courts therein finally, and witliout appeal from
" thence, therefore, for removing all doubts respecting- the same, may it please
*' your majesty, that it may be declared and enacted; and be it declared and
" enacted by the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and
*' consent of tlie lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present
" parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that the said riglt
" claimed by the people of Ireland to be bound only by laws enacted by his

" majesty and the parliament of that kingdom, in all cases wJiatcver, and to
" have all actions and suits at law or in equity, which may be instituted in

" that kingdom, decided in his majesty's courts therein finally, and without
" appeal from thence, shall be, and it is hereby declared to be established and
" ascertained for ever, and shall, at no time hereafter, be questioned orques-
" tionable.

** II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no writ
' of error or appeal shall be received or adjuds^ed, or any other proceeding be
" had by or in any of his majesty's courts in this kingdom in any action or suit

" at law or in equity, instituted in any of liis majesty's courts in tiie kingdom
" of Ireland; and that all such writs, appeals, or proceedings, shall be, and
" they are hereby declared null and void to all intents and purposes ; and that
" all records, transcripts of records or proceedings, which have been trans-
'* mitled from Ireland to Great Ji.ritain, by virtue of any writ of error or ap-
*' peal, and upon which no judgment has becii given, or decree pronounced
** before the first day of June, 1782, shall, upon application m.ade by, or ra be-
" half of the party in whose favour judgment was given, or decree pronounced,
•' in Ireland, be delivered to such party, or any person by him authorized tf>

*' apply for, and receive the same."
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" It has been justly observed, that all nations have experi-
" enced a period of exaltation as well as of depression.

" From an ill-judging policy, this kingdom felt the latter ;

" from the well-timed and liberal sentiments which prevail, it is

" likely to attain the former,
" We assure your excellency, that the citizens expect the

*' consummation of this great business from a nobleman of in-

" dependent fortune and principles, equally the friend of Great
" Britain and Ireland ; sensible that their interests are the same,
*' they do most firmly rely on your goodness, that nothing in

" your power will be wanting to secure to this nation the com-
'' plett and perpetual enjoyment of commercial and constitutional
" freedom.

" In thai persuasion, we cannot but represent to your excel-
*' lency, that as the time is critical and important, no circum-
" stances whatsoever should induce a change, which might pre-

judice, but cannot benefit this country ; and your excellency

must be convinced there are situations, in which the yielding
*' even to the finer feelings of the mind, (however amiable in

private life) must be considered as political error, and a de-

sertion of public duty.

Your excellency will please to receive this address, not as
'' the ordinary and common compliment paid to persons in your
high station, but as the language of freemen sensibly alarmed,
who highly approve your conduct and revere your virtues; and
who will not behold with indifference the moment, which

*' shnll terminate your excellency's administration.
'' In testimony whereof, we have caused the common seal

*' of the said city to be hereunto affixed, this 7th day of March,
1 / bo.

To this address the following answer v/as returned :

" I am too sensible to this address of affectionate regard, to

answer it in the common expressions of good-will : my heart
is indeed too full; and I truly feel an honest pride in receiving

such a testimony of the sense, which the city of Dublin en-

tertain of my zeal to promote the first object of my wishes,
*' the constitutional and commercial freedom of Ireland. To
such an object I would gladly sacrifice every private feeling:

and as long as I can flatter myself, that my exertions are ac-

ceptable to his majesty, or may be serviceable to this king-
*' dom, I v;ill hope that no circumstances will prevent me from
*' continuing to you that proof of my interest in your prosperity,
*' which an unremitting attention to the great lines of an honest
*' government can so truly give. But in every situation, I never
" can forget how much I owe to your affection ; and my con-
'* stant prayer, my constant object will be, that the honour,
" pride, and happiness of Ireland, may be perpetual, and that

it

a
u
u
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" It may be founded on the surest basis of a liberal and consti-
*' tutional connection with your sister kingdom."

In order to gratify the public mind, and to draw it from
speculative questions, it was thought adviseable to institute a

new order of knighthood, that should give additional lustre to

the national consequence, Avhich at this time appeared to be the

favourite object of all ranks of people. Letters patent were
accordingly passed for creating a society, or brotherhood, to

be called, " Knights of the Illustrious Orckr of St, Patrick^*^

of which his majesty his heirs, and successors, were appointed

to be sovereigns ; and the lord-lieutenant for the time being,

was to officiate as grand master. The following were appointed
knights companions of the order, viz. His Royal Highness
Prince Edward, his Grace William Robert Duke of Leinster,

the Earls of Clanricarde, Antrim, Westmeath, Inchiquin,

Drogheda, Tyrone, Shannon, Clanbrassil, Mornington, Cour-
town, Charlemont, Bective, and Ely. The Archbishop of
Dublin for the time being, was appointed Chancellor ; and the

Dean of St. Patrick's, in like manner, Register; and Lord Del-
vin, Secretary.

On the 11th of March, the Knights were invested with due
solemnity before the lord-lieutenant at Dublin Castle ; and on
the 17th of the same month (being the festival of St. Patrick,

tutelar Saint of Ireland,) they were installed. And the cere-

monial of the installation was conducted throughout with the ut-

most regularity, order, and magnificence.

Various speculations had at different periods been set on foot

in Ireland for peopling the country by an influx of foreigners,

at times when cruelty was inventive to check the population of
the aboriginal natives of the soil. But the ill-judged policy of
listeningto the distresses of foreigners, whilst the more piercing

cries of their own subjects were unheard or unheeded, though
frequently attempted, has generally failed.

Disputes and dissensions had long subsisted between the aris-

tocratic and democratic, powers in the republic of Geneva^
which had finally terminated in favour of the former, through
the interference of the kings of France and Sardinia, and the

cantons of Zuric and Berne. In consequence of which, a num-
ber of the citizens of the popular party resolved to quit a coun-
try, in the government of which their vreight and authority had
been totally extinguished.

On this occasion they turned their eyes upon Ireland, and
commissioners were accordingly sent by them to Dublin, to con-
fiult and treat with that government in relation to their recep-
tion into that kingdom. The commissioners, on their arrival,

received the greatest personal attention from the people in gene-
ral, (then all alive to every claim of civil liberty,) but more
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especially from the different corps of volunteers in the province

of Leinster, into several of which, as a mark of respect paid to

the cause they came to solicit, they were chosen as members.
Their request, with respect to the admission of their country-

men into Ireland, was eagerly complied with by government,
who, with a degree of avidity, offered them an asylum in that

country. Accordingly, the names and numbers of the emi-
grants from Geneva having been laid Lefore the privy council,

they fixed upon a place for their residence at Passage, near to

the confluence of the rivers Barrow and Suir, in the county of

Waterford, in which district a very considerable tract of land

was then shortly to revert to government; and this it was re-

solved should be appropriated and granted,in fee to these Gene*
vese settlers, and the place named " New Geneva,''''^

* The followlnpi: M'airant Was issued by the lord lieutenant on that occasion

:

Tothe Earl of Tyrone, the Rig'ht Hon. John Beresford, the Rig-htHon. John
Blaquiere, K. B. the Rig-lit Hon. Henry Theophilus Clements, the Rig-ht

Hon. John Foster, the Rip^ht Hon. Luke Gardiner, the Right Hon. William
Wyndham Grenville, the Right Hon. James GaiFe, David Latouche, Esq. jun.

Andrew Caldwell, Esh. Traven Hartly, Esq.- Alexandra Jaffray, Esq. and
Messeiurs G. Ringler, E. Clavier, Du Roveray, E. Gase, Grenus,'and Diver-

nois.

Whereas the Sieur Divernois did, by his memorial of the 27'th of September
last, represent unto us, that, in consequence of certain alterations, wliich had
taken place in the political constitution and government ofthe state of Geneva,

a considerable number of the citizens and inhabitants, attached to the blessings

of a free government, were disposed, under assurances of the enjoyment of

certain privileges and protection, to settle themselves in this kingdom, to bring

with them their property, and to establish here those manufactures, which had
rendered the citizens of that state so wealthy; and that the sum of fifty thou-

sand pounds sterling, British money, would be necessary to enable the first

thousand emigrants to effect their purpose, ofwhich a sura, ixot exceeding one
half, to be applied to defray the expences of their journey, and the carriage of

their effects; and the remainder to be applied in the building, or providing

bouses for their reception: and whereas v.^e did lay the said memorial before

the lords of his majesty's privy council, who, by their resolution of the 27tli

day of September last, expressive of tlie importance of the object, and the

advantages to be secured to this kingdom by the accession of a body of res-

pectable citi7>ens, and to its commerce, by the introduction of a manufacture

so extensive and beneficial, andby the immediate acquisition of a very material

addition to the national wealth, did unanimously reqitest, that his majesty

would be graciously pleased to take the same into his royal consideration!, and
to adopt such measures in this case, as to his majesty's great wisdom should

seem meet : and we having transmitted the said memorial and resolution to be

laid before the king, his majesty hath been graciously pleased to signify his

royal approbation of the design aforesaid, founded upon principles so truly

Interesting to justice and humanity : and of his royal disposition to induce the

«ald merchants, artists, and manufacturers, citizens, or inhabitants of Geneva,

to settle in Ireland, under the conviction, that by their civil and religious prin-

ciples, their industry, and their loyalty, they would materially contribute to

the advantage of this kingdom.
These are, therefore, to pray and to empower you to consult together, and

to report unto us what agreements, regulations, warrants, and authoritie^s, will,

in your ci)inion, be necessary and proper for carrying his majesty's gracious

intentions into execution, under the heads foUon ing, viz-.
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The terms insisted upon by the Genevese, previous to their

becoming subjects of a new state, were, 1st. That they should
be represented in parliament; 2dly. That they should be

1st. For the grant of a sum of fifty thousand pounds to certain state ofE-

cers, and to certain of the nobility and g-errtiT of this realm, together with the
six commissioners now in this kingdom, from the Genevans ; the said sum to be
granted to them in trust for the use of the Genevans settling in this country,
wliereofa sum, not exceeding one half, is to be applied to the charges of their
journey, and the carriage of their effects, to le distributed by the said com-
missioners, in such proportion as they shall think equitable, upon the con-
sideration of the circumstances, the character, and the talents of each emi-
grant : and the remainder to be expended in the building a town, and settling

them therein.

2dly. To consider the rights, privileges, franchises, and immunities to be
granted to the inhabitants of the said new intended to\vn ; and so soon as the
general system shall have been submitted to, and approved of by us, then to
prepare a draught of a charter, which w ill he referred to the consideration of
his majesty's law servants for their opinion, and afterwards submitted to his
majesty for his royal approbation, granting to the said citizens of the New-
Geneva, the establishment of magistrates, councils, or assemblies, with powers
for regulatingtheirinternal concerns, in such manner as shall be most agreeable
to the laws, under which they lived happily in their ovrn country, and as shall be
agreeable to the dispositions of the people, observing nevertheless, that, in no
instance whatsoever, such municipal laws, or regulations, be repugnant to the
laws of this kingdom ; and, in case that it should be necessary to apply to parlia-

ment for farther pov/ers for carrying such charters, or purposes, into execution^
then to prepare a drauglit or scheme of such bill or bills, as may be necessary
to be submitted to the legislature.

3dlv. To consider in what manner a sufficient portion of land shall be
secured to the said citizens of Geneva, to examine and recommend with all

expedition a situation for their new town, and to consider and jjrepare every
arrangement which may expedite the construction of it, and to report by what
mode tlie persons arriving in this kingdom, shall from time to time be accom-
modated, until the new town, or a sufficient ])ortion thereof, shall be erected
for their reception : as also in what manner the said houses shall be distributed
to individuals, or a sufficient portion of ground to those, who may wish to
build at their own expence ; and in what manner the freedom of the new town
shall be secured to such persons having been citizens or inhabitants of Geneva,
and possessed of those qualifications of conduct and of morals, upon which
the success of this establishment must depend, (as are not yet arrived or
naturalized) so that, upon their arrival and naturalization, they shall be enti-

tled to the benefits of the body corporate aforesaid.

And whereas young persons of rank and fortune, from all parts of Europe,
resorted to the city of Geneva, to profit from the system of education estab-
lished there, under professors of eminence in useful and liberal studies and
accomplishments ; and whereas a school or academy, formed upon the same
principles in this kingdom, would forward liis majesty's gracious dispositions
for the encouragement of rehgion, virtue, and science, b}' improving the edu-
cation and early habits of youth, and would remove the inducements to a foreign
education; and being conducted with that attention to morality and virtue,
which hath distinguished theestablisliments in that city, may attract foreigners
to reside in this kingdom for the like purpose, we do farther pray and empower
you to consider and digest a plan for a scliool and academy of education, to be
•stablished in the new colony, and to make a part of the constitution hereof,
vmder such institution aud regulations, and with such privileges as may best
contribute to the ends hereby proposed.
And we do pmy and empower, that, after having given these subjects in

general the fullest consideration, you do report unto us a particular detail
of what ghall be thoug'ht most fitting to be granted and ordered for tlie advan-



24 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

governed by their own lav/s. The first of these conditions

might have been a matter of opinion, and subject to discus-

sion ; but the two last were holden to be incompatible with
the laws and the constitution of Ireland, and as such totally-

rejected.

This disagreement between the parties on leading points

stopped all further procedure in the business. Some of the

Genevese, however, transported themselves into Ireland ; but
they soon found by experience, that nothing was gained by
changing their situation ; and most of them, after a short stay,

quitted the kingdom.
The reciprocal advantages, which might have accrued to Ire-

land and the Genevese emigrants, from the proposed settlement,

even had it taken place to the fullest extent, could never, it is

presumed, have equalled, or been in any degree proportionable

to the sanguine expectations some men had been led to form
on this subject. It should be considered, first, that the Gene-
vese are, for the most part, mechanics, and that therefore they
must have been but ill-suited, from their former habits of life,

to the toils of agriculture; next, that they were to be settled in

tage and encouragement of the Genevans settling in this kingdom aforesaid,

and for the welfare and prosperity of the new colony, that the necessary re-

presentations thereupon may be laid before his majesty without loss of time v

so that every facility may be given to the adoption of every measure calculated

to give the said citizens of Geneva the fullest proofs of his majesty's royal

protection and regard.

Given under our hand and seal of arms, at his majesty's castle of Dublin,

the 4th day of April, 1783,

' By his excellency's command,
S. Hamilton.

The folloviing letter ivas soon after received by Mr. D^Ivernois, from Mr, Se-

cretary Hamilton.
Sir,

I am commanded by my lord-lieutenmt to acquaint you,
that he has signed a warrant to the proper officers to make out the draught of
a commission, to be submitted to his majesty for his royal signature, appoint-

ing the several noblemen and gentlemen vvJio are to be entrusted with the
settlement in this kingdom of the colony of Genevans, as also the draught of a
royal letter, granting the sum of 50,000/. to those commissioners for th&t pur-

pose.

His excellency has also given farther directions to the prime Serjeant, attor-

uey and solicitor general, to prepare a draught of a grant of a charter of
incorporation for the said colony, and draught of such bills to be laid before
the parliament at their next meeting, as shall be requisite for effecting the
several purposes desired.

His excellency has at the same time commanded me to assure you of his

cordial dis}X)sition to the new settlement, and of his intention to forward every
measure which shall be necessary for the protection and encouragement of
the colony, with as much dispatch as the necessary forms in a business of so
much importance will admit.

I have the htnour to be, with great regard. Sir,

Ycur's, kc. '

S. Hamilton.
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a part of Ireb/nd where their support must have arisen from,

their daily labours on the soil, and from their having but few

wants of their own to gratify, more than from their ingenuity in

forming and constructing a variety of ornamental articles, v/hich

the luxury and riches of populous and trading towns can only

create a market for. Whether or no this measure of govern-

ment, had not in fact proved abortive as it did, it is very ques-

tionable whether it would ultimately have been productive of

any real advantage to that kingdom. Certain, however, it is,

government at this time must have entertained the most impli-

cit and unqualified confidence in the steady attachment of the

volunteers and people of Ireland to the constitution of their

couniry, or otlierv/ise they never could have levied the large

sum of 50,000/. upon a very distressed country, to purchase the

probable introduction of turbulent and democratic principles,

with a thousand self-esiled martyrs to democracy, from the An-
tibazilican school of Geneva.
Lord Temple did not quit the government till the 3d of June,

1783, when he was succeeded by the Earl of Northington.

The reports of an immediate dissolution of parliament, which

in fact took place on the 15th of July, 1783, had thrown the

whole nation into a new political fever. The armed body of

volunteers assumed to themselves, rather than allowed credit to

their representatives for having acquired a constitution at least

similar to that of Great Britain. They considered, that it would

be a disgrace to quit their arms, whilst any benefit to their coun-

try could be still obtained by them ; and they now generally

bent their thoughts to the improvement of the state of repre-

sentation of the people in parliament. They had been much
encouraged in this pursuit by the spirited addresses of the coun-

ty of York and of other counties to the commons in favour of

reform, as well as by the persevering eftbrts of the Duke of

Richmond, Mr. *Pitt, and other then popular members, to

* On the 7th of May, the clay after the call of the house, Mr. William Pitt

made his promised motion respecting- the reform of parliamentary representa-

tion. As the mode of proceeding- by a committee, proposed last year, had
formed one of the principal objections against the reform itself, he thought it

more adviseable to bring forvtard some speciiic propositions : these were,
1. " That it was tlie opinion of the house, that measures were highly neces-

" sary to be taken for the future prevention of bribery and expence at elec-
" tions.

2. " That for the future, ^vhen the majority of votes for any borougli shall
" be convicted of gross and notorious corruption before a select committee of
" that house, appointed to try the merits of any election, such borough should
" be disfranchised, and the minority of voters, not so convicted, should be en-
*• titled to vote f )/ the coui^ty in whirh sucli borough ^hf)uld be situated.

3. " Tliat an addition of knisrhts of the shire, and of representatives of the
" metropolis, slviuld be added to the state of the representation.'' He left

the number to future discussion, but said he siiould propose one hundred.

VOL. III. D
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bring about a reform in the representation of the people in Eng-
land. Committees of correspondence to this effect v/ere insti-

tuted with the most forward and zealous advocates for reform
in England, and the letters received from them were circulated

with avidity throughout Ireland.f

On the 1st of July, 1783, at a meeting of the delegates from
forty-five companies of the province of Ulster, assembled at

Lisburne in pursuance of a public requisition (Lieutenant Colo-

nel Sharman in the chair)^ it was resolved unanimously. That
a general meeting of the volunteer delegates of the province of

Ulster, on the subject of a more equal representation of the

people in parliament, is hereby earnestly intreated, to be held at

Dungannon, on Monday the 8th day of September next.

Resolved unanimous^, that the following gentlemen (seven

to be a quorum) be appointed a committee of correspondence
for communicating with the other corps of the province, for

taking preparatory steps to forvrard the intentions of this meet-
ing, and for collecting the best authorities and informations on
the subject of a parliamentary reform, viz.

Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, Colonel Rowley,
Captain Black, Major John Crawford,
Dr. Alex. Crawford, Lieutenant Colonel Banks,
Major Burden, Mr. Robert Thompson,
Captain Wad. Cunningham, Captain Thomas Prentice,

Rev. Mr. Craig, Lieutenant Tomb.
Dr. Samuel Moore,

Resolved imanimously, That the following address be pub-
Kshed in the public prints :

To the Volunteer Army of the Province of Ulster.
" Fellow Citizens,

'^ In common with every class of Irishmen, you
" are sensible, that this kingdom for many centuries might have
" continued to bear its chains in ignoble and indigent obscurity,
"" had not an army of its citizens, by a great effort, dared to cast
*' them off.

The debate continued till near two o'clock, without any novelty of reason-
i;ig or diversification of" argument. The number of petitioners this year had
decreased. O.ily fourteen counties appeared, and most of the petitions had a
very inconsiderable number of names suljscribed. The whole amount was
said not to reach 20,000. Amongst the converts to the question, appeared
Mr. Thomas Pitt and the Lord Advocate of Scotland. The former of these
gentlc-nien made the house an offer of the voluntary surrender of his borough
of Old Sarum. The house divided on the order of the day, ayes 293, noes
149.

•{•These letters were from the Duke of Richmond, Dr. Price, Mr. Wyvil,
Dr. John Jebb, Lord Effingham, Mr. Cartwright, and others.
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" That the dignified conduct of that army lately restored to

*' the imperial crown of Ireland its original splendour, to nohi=

" lity its ancient privileges, and to the nation at large its inhc-

*' rent rights as a sovereign independent state ; that by incul-

*' eating the glorious spirit of toleration, it has united the once
" distracted inhabitants of this country into an indissoluble

" mass, and promoted the most exalted reverence for the laws,

" are facts that will exhibit a splendid and interesting figure in

" the annals of the age.
" From a military institution, so singular in its nature as to

*' comprehend the several gradations of nobles, commons, mer-
*^ chants, yeomen, and mechanics, every substantial good will

" be expected by wise and virtuous men.
" They will \vith honest pride behold in the state an unparal-

" leled combination of the niilitary with the civil character, ex-

" isting only for the general interests of the community, and
" prepared, on the purest principles of the constitution, to give

" efficacy to the wishes of three millions of people.

" The idea of a well-digested pailiamentavy reform, has ever
" experienced a favourable reception in the uncoirupted breasts

" of Irishmen and of Britons. It has been uniformly looked up
*' to as the true source of public virtue and of political salvation,

" by the first characters tlicse kingdoms have produced. In
" this age we have seen it warmly supported by that consum-
" mate statesman, the late Earl of Chatham ; and revived by
" the heir to his abilities and name, the present William Pitt.

" It has received the sanction of the most eminent and honest
" men in both houses of the British parliament, of a great num-
" ber of the most respectable shires in England, and the volun-
" teer delegates of the province of Munster, and within these
" few days, of the unanimous vote of thirty-eight corps, re-

" viewed at Uelfast.
" Among the many glorious effects of which a more equal

" representation of the people of Ireland would be productive,
" the following are obvious

:

" The destruction of that party spirit, whose baneful Influ-

" ence has at all times been injurious to the public wxal ; a re^

" vival ol the native dignity of the crown, by imparting to each
*' branch of the legislature its distinct and proportional weight;
" and the abolition of that train of courtly mercenaries, v/ho
" must ever continue to prey on the vitals of public virtue, till,

" the balance of the constitution being restored, the necessity
*' for governing by regular systems of seduction, shall no longer
" exist.

'^ Then would the constituent body regain >its constitutional
" control over its trustees, and venal majorities would not be
*' found to support the most dishonourable and pernicious mea-
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" sures, in opposition to the sense of the unpolluted part of the
" legislature, as well as contrary to the universal wishes of the
'' public, as to the true intent of the institution of parliaments.
" With due deference for the august body, which we have

*' presumed to address, we therefore beg leave to express our
" wishes, that the volunteer delegates of Ulster would assemble
" with the same spirit of loyalty, patriotism, and firmness, which
" actuated them on the memorable 15th of February, 1782 : to
'' deliberate on the most constitutional means of procuring a
" more equal representation of the people in the parliament of
" Ireland, as the only measure, which can give permanency to
" the late renovation of our constitution, or restore that virtue
" to the representative body, without which, though the mere
" forms of a free goveinment may be preserved, its spirit must
" inevitably perish.

*"' Signed by order of the meeting,

W. M. Sharman, Chairman."

On the same day was made, published, and sent to the Dun-
gannon delegates the following report of a committee of cor-

respondence, appointed by forty-ftve corps, assembled by public

advertisement at Lisburne on the first of July last, for the pur-

pose of obtaining information on the imporlant subject of a
more equal representation of the people in the parliament of
Ireland.

"" The committee in discharge of the trust invested in them,
immediately opened a correspondence with a number of the most
eminent and well informed characters in Great Britain and Ire-

land, and received answers fraught with most valuable informa-

tion on the subject.

" Such of them as enter minutely into the business will be

submitted to the provincial assembly if thought eligible, consi-

dering the length of their detail, and the great delay which
their disclosure will unavoidably occasion. If it be more agreea-

ble to the meeting, for the general diifusal of a body of know-
ledge on so great a political subject, the principal letters will be
published by the committee's secretary ; by which means the

dispatch necessary to so great an assembly will be greatly pro-

moted.
" The Yorkshire Association, so celebrated for its spirit and

numbers, meet about the close of the present month, in order
.previously to receive the decisions of this province.

" The society for constitutional knowledge in London, in

which are enrolled the names of the first characters in England
(strenuous labourers in the glorious business of reform in our
sister kingdom), have ordered the addresses of the Ulster regi-

ment, and of the forty-five corps, convening the provincial meet-
ing of Ulster, to be entered in their books, published in the
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prints, and circulated gratis through the kingdom, in order that

the exertions of Ireland may give a spur to the spirit of the Bri-

tish nation.
*' The committee is rejoiced to observe, that the English

letters are full of expressioijs of a high sense of the wisdom,
spirit, and unanimity, that have characterized the volunteer

army of Ireland: and that they all concur in conceiving the
present to be the very moment, in which a radical parliamentary

reform can best be effected. They universally agree in the

idea, that the delegates at Dungannon should enter into a very-

comprehensive view of the matter, so as the principles of re-

form may be strongly marked in their resolves: receiving the
sanction and concurrence of a general convention of delegates

from the four provinces, a coincidence of sentiment in which
they hold to be certainty of success.

" Founded on much deliberation, assisted bv the best infor-

mation they could procure, the ccm.mittee have ventured to

prepare resolutions, comprehending a general system of ideas on
the subject, which they will take the libert)^, through their

chairman. Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, with much humilit^r^

to move in the august body of representatives of the volunteer
array of Ulster.

" The committee of correspondence have now only to apolo-
gise for their inability to so vrcighty a charge: happy if their

labours shall meet the approbation of their fellow citizens, or
tend in the most remote degree to any valuable purpose. They
trust, that the spirit of firmness a^-jd integrity, wliich has already
restored this ancient kingdom to her rank in the nations, will

crown the 8th of September, 1783, as a day which is to form
the groundwork of internal emancipation, on a basis as great as
that on which our rights as an independent nation, have been
with such rapid success already established."

The eve of a dissolution, the speculations upon the new elec»

tions, and the successful efforts of the patriots in the people's

cause, had worked up the elated minds of the volunteers to an
enthusiasm for parliamentary reform little short of that, vrhich
they had before evinced for free trade and legislative indepen-
dence. The state and constitution of their House of Commons
was fully and fairly set before their eyes even by the most
moderate of their leaders. It consisted of three hundred mem^
bers ; sixty-four of them were sent by the counties, the re-

mainder by cities and boroughs. The sixty-four from counties
were in some measure, in the option of the people, and about as
manym.ore from the cities and boroughs might, by extraordinary
exertions of the people, be freely chosen. Upon that calcula-
tion, the people by possibility might send one hundred and
twenty-eight members to parliament. The other boroughs,
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which were close or snug, sent the remainder one hundred and
seventy-two. These were the property of some few lords and
commoners, and being the majority, the House of Commons
consequently as it stood was the representative of an aristocracy.

It was to that point that government had been long tending.

It was their constant object to keep up by means of this aristo-

cratic influence in the commons that oligarchy or monopoly of

power in that kingdom, which it was found nothing but an

incorporate union possibly could dissolve, and which whilst it

lasted was the fatal bane and calamity of that kingdom.

The next public act towards the attaining of this object, was
a circular letter for England, composed and agreed upon by the

committee of correspondence, and dated from Belfast on the

19th of July, 1783. It was also immediately published through-

out Ireland; and as it contains the feelings and sentiments of

the armed bodies of Ireland, and they had been allowed in both

parliaments to speak the genuine sense of the people of Ireland,

the historian cannot more faithfully transmit them to posterity

than in their own words.

Ordered, That the following circular letter, signed by the

secretary in the name of this committee, be forwarded to

inclosing a copy of the resolutions of the provincial meeting of

volunteers of Munster, and of the proceedings of the forty-five

volunteer delegates assembled at Lisburn on the first inst. re-

specting a parliamentary reform.

To, &c. Belfast, 19th Jxily, 1783.
" Your attachment to the. rights of the people, and to the

" general prosperity of the British empire, induce us to ad-
" dress you on the present great and momentous occasion.

" The spirit of freedom, which pervades all ranks of people
" in Ireland, vrith the just and wise policy of the British nation,
'' having for ever removed all possible causeofjealousy between
" the sister kingdoms, and united us to Britain on the basis of
''• equal liberty and similar constitution; it becomes the duty,
'' as it is the interest of each kingdom, to assist the other in their

" endeavours to restore to its ancient purity and vigour, a de-
'' caved, enfeebled, and sickly constitution.

" In both nations, it is now generally acknowledged, that this

" great object can be obtained by no other means but by a reform
" of the representation in parliament. In England, the measure
" has for the present miscarried, though supported by so many
" wise, honest, great, and independent men. We trust, how-
" ever, it has miscarried only for a season, and that the next
" attempt will prove successful. Ireland has now taken up the
" idea, and if we shall be so happy as to see success crown our
" efforts, we think considerable weight will be thereby added
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" to the endeavours of the people in England. The people of
" the two nations, united in pursuit of the same important
" object, must be not only powerful, but irresistible.

" The enclosed papers, which we request you may peruse,
" will shew how far this country has already gone in determin-
" ing to procure a more equal representation; the unanimous
*' resolutions of about fifteen thousand volunteers, already de-
" clared in a very few weeks, assure us the resolves of the dele-
" gates of Ulster, who are to assemble on the 8th of September
" next, will be no less unanimous ; and we well know, that what
*' the volunteers (vast numbers of whom are freeholders) shall

" determine on, the other freeholders and people in general,
" who are not volunteers, will adopt and support, by every
" means in their power: the aged fathers cannot differ from their
'^ sons, respecting a matter, on which depends every thing, that
" either hold dear for themselves or their posterity.

" That you may see the very depraved state of our represen-
'' tation, it is necessary to observe, that out of three hundred
" members, of which our House of Commons consists, about
" two hundred and twenty are returned by boroughs. Those
" one hundred and ten boroughs are divided into three classes

:

" 1st. Those, where the right of election is vested in the Pro-
" testant inhabitants at large : 2d. Those, where the right of
*' election is vested in the chief magistrate, burgesses, and free-

" men: 3d. Those, where the right of eclection is confined
" to the chief magistrate and burgesses, frequently not ex-
" ceeding five or six in number, and seldom above ten or
" twelve.

" Almost all the boroughs are either venal and corrupt, or
" implicitly obedient to the arbitrary will of their respective
*' landlords, who dictate to the electors in the most absolute
*' manner. Those landlords claim by prescription a kind of
" property in those boroughs, which they transfer by sale like
*' an estate, and receive fiom eight thousand to nine thousand
" pounds for a borough, and a seat for a borough is generally
*' sold for two thousand pounds j so that every seven or eight
*' years the borough brings in four thousand pounds to the
*' patron. Unhappily for Ireland, our counties are also too
*' much governed by our peers and great men, whose influence
*' over many of their respective tenants is very great. This
** consideration has given rise here to a doubt in the minds of
" some well-meaning men, as to the propriety of adding to the
*' number of knights of tlie shire, as generally now, two great
" families endeavour to divide between them the seats for the
** county, the others remain neutral, or join the independent
" interest. It is alleged, were there six seats for the county,
" six great families would divide them, and that to such a com-
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" bination, the independent freeholders would not be able to
" make any effectual opposition.

" May we now intreat, as a most important favour conferred
" on us, and on this kingdom, that you will favour us with your
" sentiments and advice, as to the best, most eligible, and most
*' practicable mode of destroying, restraining, or counteracting
" this hydra of corruption borough-influence ; that we may be
** enabled to lay your opinion before the provincial assembly
" of delegates at Dungannon: and as our last meeting for

" arranging business previous thereto, is fixed to be on the 20th
" of August, we hope you will be obliging enough to forward
" your reply, so as to be with us about that time.

" Many apologies are due for this long address, and for the
" very great trouble we have requested you to take ; but we are
*' young in politics, and wish for information from men of more
** wisdom, experience, and abilities. This however we may
*' venture to assert, that if v/e can only be directed to the best
*' mode, the mass of the inhabitants of Ireland is so completely
" alive and sensible to the necessity of a well-digested reform,
" that there cannot remain a doubt that what it attempts, in

" conjunct^<T: with the virtuous part of England, must be effec-

" tual.

" The several matters on v/hich we have requested your
*' opinion are thrown into one view in the following queries.

" In order to the purity of parliament, and to restore that
" constitutional control, vv^hich the constituent body should have
" over the representative,

" 1st. Is it necessary that the boroughs, where the elective
*' suffrage is vested in a few, and which in general are at

" the absolute disposal of one or two persons, should be disfran-

" chised, and in their place the county representatives in-

" creased?

2d. " The Protestant inhabitants consist of near one mil-
" lion, who return three hundred members; v/ould it be wise
" to increase the number of representatives for the nation at

" large ?

" 3d. A plausible objection, mentioned before, has been made
" against an increase of county representatives; has that argu-
*' ment much weight, and if it has, is it remediable ?

" 4th. Should suffrage be extended; and if it should, who
" are the proper objects of such extension ?

" 5th. In order to guard against undue influence, would it be
" v/ise to have the members returned by ballot?

" 6th. Would not a limitation of the duration of parliament,
*' to a shorter term than eight years, have excellent effects ; and
" should it be less than triennial?
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" 7th, If the abolition of the enslaved boroughs is necessary

:

" would it be equitable or expedient that they be purchased by
*' the nation ?

" 8th. What specific mode of reform in the representation of
" Ireland best suits your own ideas, considering the situation of
" this country j and what are the steps, which you conceive
*' best adapted to effect that reform ?

" You will be so obliging as to direct your reply to our chair-
" man, Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, at Lisburn.

" Signed by order,
" H. JoY,jun. Secretary."

As soon as the delegates had come to unanimous and strong

resolutions upon the necessity and nature of some parliamentary

reform before the members were all returned, in order to influ-

ence the electors in their choice, and the elected in their obe-

dience to the call and wishes of their constituents, on the 8th

of September, 1783, the following resolutions were published,

and rapidly and gratuitously circulated throughout every part

of the kingdom.

ULSTER VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION.

At a meeting of two hundred and seventy-two companies
of the Volunteer Army of the province of lUster, by their dele-

gates held at Dungannon, on Monday the 8th of Scptem-
tember, 1783,

Colonel James Stewart, of the Tyrone regiment in the

chair,

The following resolutions were unanimously entered into :

I. " jRes hed un2inimous\y^ That freedom is the indefeasible
*' birthright of Irishmen and Britons derived from the author of
*' their being; and of which, no power on earth, much less a
" delegated power, hath a right to deprive them.

II. " Resolved unanimously. That they only are free, who
" are governed by no laws, but those to which they assent, either

" by themselves in person, or by their representatives freely

" chosen, subject to the control, and frequently returning into

" the common mass of constituents.

III. " Resolved un2(mmous\y, That the majorityof our House
" of Commons is not chosen by the people, but returned by the
" mandate of peers or commoners; either for indigent boroughs,
" where scarcely any inhabitants exist, or considerable cities

*' and towns, where the election franchise is vested in a few,
" vrho are thus suffered to place the highest trusts of society

VOL. III. E
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*' against the interest and will of the many,' in the han^s of men,
*' who seldom act as if they considered themselves accountable
" for their conduct to the people.

IV. " Resolved unanimously, That by the ancient canstitu-
" tlon of parliaments, elections of representatives were for cen-
*' turies annual, and in many instances more frequent ; and the
'' exercise of suffrage among freemen universal.

V. " Resohed unanimously, That every approach to those
*' fundamental principles, tends to a renovation of, not an inno-
'* vation in the constitution.

VI. " Resolved unanimously, That the elective franchise
" ought, of right, to extend to all those, and those only, who are
" likely to exercise it, for the public good.

VII. " Resohed unanimously. That the present inadequate
" representation, and the long duration of parliaments, destroy
*' that balance, which by our constitution should subsist between
'' the three estates of the legislature, render the Commons
" House independent of the people, procure certain majorities
" in favour of every administration, and threaten either an ab-
" solute monarchy, or that still more odious government, a ty-
'' rannical aristocracy. -^

VIII. " Resolved therefore. That the present imperfect reprc-
" sentation, and the long duration of parliaments, are unconsti-
'* tntional, and intolerable grievances.

IX. " Resohed \xn^mmo\i%\y^ That as the voice of the com-
*' mens of Ireland is no less necessary for every legislative pur-
" pose, than that of either the king or lords, the people have a
*' just and inherent right to correct the abuses of representation,
" whenever such abuses shall have so increased, as to rob them
" of their constitutional share in their own government.

X. " Resohed unanimously. That it is the interest of parlia-

" ment itself to effect a substantial reform ; as the very existence
" of that assembly must become precarious, when it shall lose
'' the confidence of the people, to whom originally it owed its

" creation, and from whom alone its powers were derived.

XI. " Resohed unanimously. That we solemnly pledge our-
*' selves to each other and to our country, to seek a speedy and
" elFectual redress of these our grievances, and to co-operate
" with our fellow subjects, in every exertion necessary to obtain
" it. We call for the aid of every upright senator, of every
" man, whether in Ireland or Great Britain, who bears or wishes
" to acquire the title of a freeman.

XII. " Resohed unanimously. That we liave attended with
" admiration to the noble, though hitherto ineffectual efforts,

" of those illustrious characters and virtuous citizens who, in
" England and Scotland, strenuously labour to procure redress
" of similar grievances. May the examples of the sister na-
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*' tlons mutually animate the inhabitants of each to persevere
*' with unremitting ardour, till the glorious labour be finally

•' completed.

XIII. " Resolved unanimously, That a committee (of five

" persons from each county) be now chosen (by ballot) to re-
*' present this province' in a grand national convention, to be
" held at noon in the Royal Exchange of Dublin, on the 10th
" day of November next ; to which we trust each of the other
*' provinces will send delegates, to digest and publish a plan of
*' parliamentary reform, to pursue such measures as may appear
'' to them most likely to render it effectual, to adjourn from
" time to time, and convene provincial meetings if found ne-
" cessar}^

" The following gentlemen were accordingly chosen by bal-

viz.

X)ELEGATES.

Major Crawford
Colonel Pat. Savage
Captain Gavin Hamilton

Fermanagh,
Colonel Irvine

Colonel Sir Arthur Brooke
Captain A. C. Hamilton
Jason Hazard, Esq.

lot.

Antrim.

Colonel O'Neill

Lieutenant Colonel Sharman
Colonel Rowley
Captain W. Todd Jones

Colonel T. M. Jones
Armagh,

Earl of Charlemont
Lieutenant Colonel Brownlow Captain James Armstrong
Sir Capel Molyneux Londonderry^

Lieutenant Colonel Sir Walter Lord Bishop of Derry
Synott

Captain James Dawson
Cavan,

Lord Farnham
The Hon. J. J. Maxwell
Captain Francis Saundcrson

Colonel George Montgomery
Captain Henry Clements

Donegal.

Colonel Alex. Montgomery
Colonel John Hamilton
Lieutenant Col. A. Stewart

Colonel Robert M^Clintock

Lieutenant Colonel Charles

Nesbitt

Down.
Colonel Robert Stewart

Captain Matt. Forde, jun.

Col. Right Hon. Thomas Co-
nolly

Colonel Right Hon. Edward
Carey

Captain Leckey
Captain Ferguson

Monaghan-.

Col. Charles Powell Leslie

Colonel Francis Lucas
Colonel John Montgomery
Captain William Forster

Colonel James Hamilton
Tyrone,

Colonel Stewart

Lieut. Colonel Montgomery
Colonel James Alexander
Lieut. Colonel Charleton

Captain Eccles,



36 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

XIV. " Resolved unanimously, That it be an instruction to

*' said committee, that the delegates from each county do pre-

*' pare, and carry with them to the national convention, an ac-

" count of all the cities, towns, and boroughs of this province,

" the mode of election in such as at present return members to

" parliament, as near as may be the proportionate number of
" Protestant and Roman Catholic inhabitants in each, and a
'' conjecture of their comparative properties.

XV. " Resolved unanimously. That we are decided in opi-

*' nion that the representatives of the people ought not in future

" to consent to any bill of supply for a longer term than twelve

" months, nor more than six months, until a complete redress

" of the aforesaid grievances be obtained."

The following Address of the First Regiment of Irish Bri-

gade, to the Chairman of this Association, on the 15th of Fe-

bruary, 1^82, being read :

*' To Colonel William Irvine, Chairman of the Ulster Vo-
" lunteer Delegates, assembled at Dungannon, February 15,
" 1782.

" Sir,

"I AM directed by the First Regiment of Irish
^' Brigade, to acquaint you, that on the 22d day of last month,
" at a full meeting of that corps, they unanimously adopted the

" resolutions of the Ulster delegates assembled at Dungannon,
*• on Friday, the 15th day of February last.

" To that assembly, unprecedented in the annals of mankind,
*'• which is the glory of the present times, and must be the won-
" der of futurity, Ireland owes her emancipation.

" Toleration, the offspring of benevolence and wisdom, was
" no sooner adopted by that illustrious body, than received and
" cherished through the whole nation, and the inhabitants of Ire-
*' land from a divided, became an united people.

'' You, Sir, and the highly respectable body, of which you
" are chairman, will hear with pleasure of every accession of
" strength to the volunteer army : I am happy, therefore, to ac-
" quaint you, that this regiment, though but four months embo-
'^ died, is numerous and respectable, a circumstance sufficient

" to convince the world, that the public virtue of this kingdom
" daily increases, and that the glorious flame of liberty blazes
'' through the nation.

" At this great crisis, when the western world, while laying
" the foundation of a rising empire, temptingly holds out a sys-
" tem of equal liberty to mankind, and waits with open arms to
" receive the emigrants from surrounding nations ; we think it

" a duty we owe to our country, to promote, as far as our ex-
" example can reach, an affectionate coalition of the inhabitants
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** of Ireland. Animated by this sentiment, and convinced that
*' national unanimity is the basis of national strength, this regi-

" ment affords a striking instance how far the divine spirit of
*' toleration can unite men of all religious descriptions in one
" great object, the support of a free constitution.

" I have the honour to be, Sir,

" With the highest respect,

" Your faithful and most obedient servant,

" John Sutton, President.

XVI. " Resolved unanimously. That this association enter-
*' tain the most grateful sense of the approbation of such liberal

*' and patriotic men as compose that respectable body ; that we-
" rejoice in the accession of their abilities to the common cause,
" and that we will be happy to co-operate with them in effecting

" the complete liberty and happiness of the good people of this

" kingdom.
XVII. " Resolved unanimously. That the following address

" to the volunteer armies of the provinces of Munster, Leinster,
*' and Connaught, be printed with these resolutions.

*' To the VoLUNTEF.Ti Armies of the Provinces of Munster,
" Leinster, and Connaught.

''Fellow SuBjrxTs,

" THE transcendent events, v*'hich our united
' efforts have produced, present an eminent instance of the pro-
' tecting hand of heaven ; whilst the progressive virtue and ge-
' neral union of the people, naturally prompt them to revive the
' spirit of an unrivalled constitution, and to vindicate the inhe-
' rent rights of men.
" The most important work yet remains, which neglected, our

' past attainments are transitory, unsubstantial, insecure ! an
' extension to thousands of our beloved fellow-citizens of a
' franchise, comprehending the very essence of liberty ; and
' drawing the line which precisely separates the freeman from
'- the slave.

" Suffer us, therefore, to conjure you by every endearing tie,

' that connects man with man, with unceasing zeal to pursue
' one of the most glorious objects, that ever agitated the human
' mind : a restoration of virtue to a senate long unaccustomed
' to speak the voice of the people ; a renovation of the ancient
' balance of your government; and a firm establishment of the
' first gifts of nature, on the ruins of an avowed corruption, at

' once the bane of morals and of liberty.

'* From a grand national convention, distinguished by inte-

' grity, and inspired with the courageous spirit of the constitu-
' tion, every blessing must result.
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" With one voice then, the voice of united millions, let Ire-

,

" land assert her claim to freedom !

" Through her four provincial assemblies, let her temperate
** declarations flow to one common centre : and there, ma-
*' tured into an extensive plan of reform, be produced as the
" solemn act of the volunteer army of Ireland ; as a demand
" of rights, robbed of which, the unanimated forms of a free
" government would be a curse ; and existence itself cease to
" be a blessing.

" Friends and Countrymen,
" THE eyes of an enlightened world, are

*' this instant upon us ! Munster has, in part, already led the
" way : and millions of our fellow-subjects of Britain, in whom
•' the flame of liberty still burns with lustre, behold with delight
" our exertions in the common cause j and in our success, see
" the certain harbingers of their own.

" Let the reflection that Greece, the seat of liberty and of
** science ; that Rome, the mistress of the world; and that in-

*' numerable states, once flourishing and free, now lay prostrate
'' by the hand of tyranny :....Teach Ireland wisdom. To our
" deliberative assemblies they convey awful warning to be spi-
*' rited, unanimous, and Arm; lest the present wretched condi-
" tion of other countries be soon the fate of our own !

" May the Supreme Ruler of the universe crown his other
" blessings, by being present with us, by promoting union
*' and the love of our country among all ranks of men : and
" by finally directing our exertions to virtue, liberty andpeace.^'

A specific plan of parliamentary reform being produced, and
read by the committee of correspondence,

XVIII. " Resolved unanimously. That said plan be referred
" to the consideration of the national convention ; and that the
" thanks of this meeting be presented to Lieutenant-Colonel
*' Sharm.an, and the gentlemen of the committee of correspon-
" dence, for their great trouble in collecting information on a
" parliamentary reform, and for their abilities and zeal in di-

" gesting matter for the meeting of this day.

XIX. " i?6'5o/'ye<i unanimously. That the thanks of this meet-
*' ing be presented to the Lord Bishop of Derry, for his at-

'* tendance and assistance in the business of this day ; for his
*' warm attachment to the volunteer cause ; and for proving*

" himself the steady friend to the liberties of Ireland upon all

'* occasions.

XX. " Resolved unanimously. That the sincere thanks of this

" meeting be presented to the inhabitants of Dungannon, for

" their very polite conduct ; and to the Dungannon Battalion,

" for their vigilant conduct, when on guard this day.
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XXI. " Resolved unanimously, That we lament that una-
*' voidable business of consequence prevented our late chair-
*' man, Colonel William Irvine, from attending this meeting

;

" and that the thanks of this meeting be transmitted by our se-
*' cretary to Colonel William Irvine, for his polite letter of
" excuse, for his non-attendance this day.

" James Stewart, Colonel of 1 ^, .

" the Tyrone Regiment, j ^^''^'^'^^'^*

" James Dawson, Captain of") ^
" the Orier Grenadiers, J

^^^retaiy.

Colonel James Stewart having left the chair. Colonel Robert
Stewart, of the First Independent County of Down Regiment,
was unanimously called thereto, and having taken the chair ac-
cordingly.

XXII. " 7?e5o/vT^ unanimously, That the particular thanks
" of this meeting be presented to Colonel James Stewart, for
" his very great propriety of conduct in the chair.

" Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this meeting be
" presented to our secretary. Captain James Dawson, for his
" very particular attention and ability in the discharge of the
" duties of his laborious office of secretary to the volunteer
'' association of this province.

'' Robert Stewart, Colonel
")

" First Independent, County t Chairman,
" of Down Regiment, J

On the 14th of October, 1783, the new Irish parliament met
when Mr. (now Lord) Pelham, the secretary to Lord Northing-
ton, proposed Mr. Perry, who was again elected speaker unani-
mously. The lord-lieutenant opened the session with the follow-
ing speech

;

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
" IT is with more than ordinary satlsfac-

" tion, that, in obedience to his majesty's commands, I meet
" you in the full possession and enjoyment of those constitu-
*' tional and commercial advantages, which have been so firmly
^' established by your last parliament. The sacred regard, on the
" part of Great Britain, to the adjustment made with Ireland at
" that period, has been abundantly testified by the most une-
" quivocal proofs of sincerity and good faith.

" It will ever be my wish, as it is my duty, to promote the
" mutual confidence of both kingdoms, and the uniting them in
*' sentiments as they are in interest, such an union must produce
" the most solid advantages to both, and will add vigour and
*' strength to the empire.

" I sincerely congratulate you on the happy completion of
" his majesty's anxious endeavours to restore the blessings of

11 Com. Journ. p. 11.
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" peace to his faithful people. The establishment of the pdblic
" tranquillity is peculiarly favourable at this period, and will
" naturally give spirit and effect to your commercial pursuits.
*' Both kingdoms are now enabled to deliberate with undivided
" attention on the surest means of increasing their prosperity,
" and reaping the certain fruits of reciprocal affection.

" I have the highest satisfaction in acquainting you of the
*' increase of his majesty's domestic happiness, by the birth of
*' another princess.

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
»

" I have ordered the proper officers

'* to lay the national accounts before you. From thence you
" will be enabled to judge of the circumstances of the kingdom;
'* and I rely upon your wisdom and loyalty to make such provi-
" sion as shall be fitting for the honourable support of his ma-
"jesty's government.

" My Lorcs and Gentlemen,
" THE miseries of an approaching fa-

** mine have been averted by the blessing of Divine Providence
" upon the measures, which the privy council advised ; the
" good effects of which were soon visible, in the immediate
" reduction of the price of grain, and the influx of a valuable
" and necessary supply to the market. Any temporary infringe-

" ment of the laws to effect such salutary ends, will, I doubt not,
" receive parliamentary sanction.

" Among the many important objects which demand your
" attention, I recommend to your consideration laws for regu-
" lating the judicature of the court of admiralty, and for mak-
" ing anew establishment of the post office.

" The linen manufacture being the staple of your country,
" it is needless for me to recommend perseverance in the im-
" provement of that most important article.

" The fishery on your coasts will claim your attention as a
" promising^source of wealth to this kingdom, and the encour-
" agements granted' to It, will, no doubt, be regulated by you
" in the manner most likely to produce the best effect, and least

" subject to fraud and imposition.
" The Protestant charter schools, an institution founded in

*' wisdom and humanity, are also most eminently entitled to your
*' care.

" I recommend likewise to \'Our attention the proposals
" adopted by government for providing an asylum for the dis-

" tressed Genevans. It well becomes the generosity of the
" people of Ireland, to extend their protection to ingenious and
" industrious men, v/ho may prove a valuable acquisition to this

" country, vrhich they have preferred to their own. But iii
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" forming this establishment, you will doubtless consider it as
*' a part of your duty to avoid unnecessary expence, and ulti-

" mately to secure the utmost advantages to }our country.
" I anticipate the greatest national benefits from the wisdom

*' and temper of parliament, when I consider that the general
*' election has aiiorded you an opportunity of observing the
" internal circumstances of the country, and ofjudging b\ vv^hat
*' regulations you may best increase its industry, encourage its
*' manufactures, and extend its commerce.

" In the furtherance of objects so very desirable to your-
" selves, I assure you of every good disposition on my part;
" sensible that in no manner I can better fulfil the wishes and
*' commands of our gracious sovereign, than by contributing to
" the welfare and happiness of his loyal subjects. With an
" honest ambition of meriting your good opinion, and with the
'' warmest hope of obtaining it, I have ventured upon my present
" arduous situation ; and with sentiments pure and disinterested
" towards you, I claim your advice, and firmJy rely upon your
" support.''

Lord Sudley moved the address of thanks to the crown, and
was seconded by Mr. Totnum Loftus ; to which no opposition
was given. Kis lordship moved also on the first day of the
session, an address of thanks to the difterent corps of volunteers
in Ireland for their effectual support to the civil magistrates
in suppressing all tumults and riots, and preserving peace and
good order throughout the kingdom. And it was resolved
7iem» con, that the thanks of that house should be given to the
volunteers, for the spirited endeavours to provide for the pro-
tection of their country, and for their ready and frequent assis-

tance of the civil magistrate in enforcing the due execution of
the laws. And the sheriffs of the different counties were order-

ed to communicate this resolution to the different corps within
their respective shrievalties.

This appears to have been a guarded motion on the part
of government, calculated to prevent any other motion, likely

to have been dictated by the intemperance of some volunteer
member, that might have attributed very different effects to
the armed associations, as very different effects were unques-
tionably produced by them, than the mere suppression of riots :

for we read of few that existed from their arming up to that

period (except in the south, where they were suppressed by the
army.)

On the second day of the session, Mr. Gardiner moved a
vote of thanks to the late governor Lord Temple. He said,

that this nobleman had received addresses of thanks from every
county in that kingdom, for his conduct as chief governor, as

VOL III. r
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each of his pubhc measures carried with it so much wisdom
and integrity; and in his private character he had concurred in

every thing tending to the interest of Ireland ; and had laid down
such plans, as would have been a national benefit, had he con-

tinued in the government of that nation: that he had been ad-

dressed from persons of all ranks whatever ; and that nothing
but the sanction of this house was necessary to render the thanks
of the people of that country universal.

Mr. Cuffe. seconded the motion, having been witness to the

many anxious days and nights he had spent in preparing plans

to promote the welfare of that country, which, had he staid long
enough in Ireland to have put in execution, would have been
highly approved of.

^Mr. Adderly opposed the motion, and assigned his reasons

for dissenting from the vote of thanks. He would be glad to know
what good he had done for Ireland: he insisted he had done
nothing meritorious. The addresses presented to him were
procured by himself.

Sir Henry Cavendish said, he could very well suppose that

some gentlemen had opportunities of knowing the integrity and
>visdom of Earl Temple; but in his opinion, it was fit the house
should have authentic evidence of it before they passed a vots

of thanks to Lord Temple, who never met parliament. In his

opinion, this question should be postponed for a fev/ days ; they
would then see whether he had the economical hand, which had
been mentioned. Public fame had not spoken of Lord Temple,
as he has been spoken of in that house

;
public fame represented

him as a jobber.

Mr. St. George also opposed the resolution proposed observ-

ing, that there were some characters of such a nature, that the

less he said about them the better ; and he looked upon Lord
Temple, as a chief governor, in that light: that with respect to

the department, to which he belonged, his lordship left the

* Three gentlemen only out of tljc whole House of Coramnns, stood forth

in the invidious light of opposing this vote of thajiks. Mr. Adderly assigned as

his reason for it, the lord-lieutenant's cruelty in prosecuting him as a de-
faulter to government, notwithstanding his clerk, at the barrack board had
owned the embezzlement, and he had promised to make good the deficiency
in some few months. The attorney-general, and some others, treated both
Mr. Adderly and Sir Henry Cavendish, as debtors to the ki'.ig. The latter

denied it : and Mr. St. George boasted that Sir Henry Hiirstongc for Cork,
Mr. John Beresford for Walerford, Sir Srrnuel Bradstreet f.;r the City of
Dublin, answered for the addresses to Lord Temple being spontaneous "and
unsolicited. Mr. Adderly, in explanation, confined himself to the addresses
of the Roman Catholics: and he stud in de[)ate, that he veriiy believed he
tms no P)'otestant, because his carriage had been seen near the door of a
Catho'ic chapel. (2 Pari. Debates, p. 12.) The honourable member was
probably mere sore at the lietilenant's commurucktions with the crown solici-

tor, than Willi a priest in tLe confesbional.
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establishment of the barracks greater than he found It, and un-
der his own new ideas of reform had laid the foundation of a
considerable increase of expence to the kingdom under that

head: that he admitted his lordship deserved praise for his

great assiduity in business ; and he believed he could not be
charged with want of integrity to the public ; but that he doubt-
ed his wisdom, for he certainly wanted judgment ; that in his
opinion, there had not been any lord lieutenant there during the
present century, more unfit to govern that kingdom as a repre-

sentative of majesty, than Lord Temple ; for he was of an ar-

bitrary disposition ; and if he had remained there long enough
to hold a session of parliament, he v,^as confident it would neither

have contributed to his honour, or to the prosperity or quiet of
the people.

* On the 28th of October, Sir Henry Cavendish moved, that

the condition of that country demanded, that every practical re-

trenchment consistent with the safety thereof, and with the ho-
nourable support of his majesty's government, should be made
in its expences. This motion brought on a division, which as-

certained the force of the opposition, which had been raised

against the administration of Lord Northington. The truth of
the proposition was admitted on all sides of the house : the re-

gularity of bringing it forward before the national accounts had
been examined, was denied by Mr. Mason, and all on the trea-

sury bench, v/ho had been at all conversant with the practices of
that house and the public offices : tlie expediency of it was vio-

lently opposed by Mr. Grattan, and such of the patriotic whigs
as sided with the present administration. Mr. Flood, on the

other side, warmly supported his friend's motion ; though he
recommended an amendment in it, by introducing the words,
and that the military establishment in its present state affords

roomfor effectual retrenchment. If ministers meant c£conomv,
they would agree with that amendment ; if not, (alluding to the

lord-lieutenant's speech) they meant to amuse them only with
idle words.

Sir Edward Nev/nham was remarkably violent in the debate %

asserting, that the British ministry had taken the royal closet by
assault, under the pretence of ceconomy, and lessening the undue
influence of the crown ; they had deceived the people : for in

Ireland, their substitutes proved the friends of prodigality, and
enemies to ceconomy : in power, their sentiments and actions

w^ere the very reverse of what they were when out of power.
The hypocrisy was too daring. This debate became so per-

sonal and over heated between the two rival patriots, Messrs.
Flood and Grattan, that they were both ordered into custody,

* 11 Journ. Commons, p. 35.
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in order to prevent any mischievous consequences of their un-

happy difference. Their personal invectives were illustrative

of many traits of the Irish government.* The division was,

for the motion 27, against it 84: a majority of 57 in favour of

government.
On the od of November, 1783, Mr. Flood returned again to

the necessity of retrenchment in the military establishment, as

the only solid ground of (Economy. To reduce the civil list, he

contended, would be frivolous, pitiful, and undeserving the

name of osconomy, and therefore ought to bring contempt on

such, as w^ould venture to rest solely there. Not that he thought

the civil list ought to escape the pruning hand of that house, lor

every little would help : but so materially did their then ex-

penditures exceed their income, that the whole civil list being

struck off, would by no means equal them ; to begin with that

therefore was ridiculous : that that was the proper time for en-

tering on the discussion, no man could deny : if they waited till

the committee of the supply sat, they would be told, it was too

late. So rapid and constant too had their extravagance been,

that no time should be lost in interposing on behalf of their dis-

tressed country. In the year 1755 they were not in debt : in

the beginning of the late w^ar, they were not in debt. At the

conclusion of the war, they owed but 500,000/. yet in the time

of peace, they quadrupled that debt, notwithstanding the people

and manufactures v/ere burthened with new and excessive tax-

ation. Their revenue had increased, and their debts had kept

pace with it : since the augmentation was voted, such had been

regularly the course of things. Let the virtue then of 1783,

correct the abuses of 1782. The causes had originated in the

breach of faith of the minister of that day : a man as able as he

was crafty i a man who wanting natural, had substituted pecu-

iiiarv influence; who unconnected with Ireland, had great na-

tive connections to oppose : thus situated, he at first carried his

ideas so far, that he applied for an augmentation of 20,000 men :

but that was so truly laughable, that it was scouted. This un-

reasonable plan was reduced to 15,000 men; but foreseeing,

that it would not be easy to carry even that point at one stroke,

he artfully introduced a resolution, that, 12,000 men were ne-

cessary for the defence of the country, knowing that we dared

not meddle w^ith the 3500, which we had always paid for Eng-
land. Thus did they become dupes to his ambition, and were
saddled with an army of officers, not privates ; an army of ex-

pence, not of use ; an army of the minister, not of the people.

* Tliey are given as reported in the second volume of the Parliamentary

(Irish) Debates, Append. No. LXX. They exhibit a curious spectacle of

two such g-reat orators descending inio the most pitiable and invidious per-

sonalities.
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Then the report of the committee in 1763, stating- the burthen-

some military establishment as the cause of the great national

inability and distress, having been read by the clerk, Mr. Flood
moved, " That an humble address should be presented to his
" majesty, stating the same, and that since an augmentation had
" taken place, additional burdens had been laid on, by which
" they had been prevented from making any effectual retrench-
" ment, but had much increased the expence of the nation."

Mr. Denis Browne entirely coincided in the motion of the

Right Honourable gentleman, and if ministers should oppose
that great ceconomjcal measure, it must appear to that house,

that their intentions and declarations v/ere v/idely different

:

and he had no doubt but many respectable gentlemen, whom
he saw disposed to concur with the administration, vrould aban-
don it.

The attorney general spoke strongly against the motion, as

did also Sir John (nov/ Lord) Blaquiere, Mr. Ogle, Sir Her-
cules Langrishe, Mr. Conolly, the provost, and several others

:

amongst whom in particular the recorder referred to the volun-
teers, whom he now strongly recommended to return to their

occupations. Was gan-ison duty and other military service to

be for ever thrown upon the volunteers ? Were agriculture, the
shuttle, and the loom, for ever to remain neglected ? No : let

the volunteers have rest, and return to their occupations. They
had used their arms in their country's service, and, he had no
doubt, would keep them bright and ready to support the law and
constitution of their country when attacked. "^^' On the other
hand, Mr. Corry, Mr. Browne of Trinity College, Mr. Par-
sons, Mr. Gardiner, and others spoke strongly for the motion:
tb.ey called upon ministers to act up to their boasted professions
of (Economy : that peace was the only moment, when they could
with propriety reduce the military establishment, and then they
ought to do it, imless the}- intended that kingdom merely as a

* The Duko of P-irtland was by many accused of iivOt wisliing- well to Ire-
land, and net acting- fiiii-ly by her or Great Britain with reference to the
100,000/. g-ranted for raising- the 20,000 seamen for the British navy : he was
charg-ed with employing- a grer.t part of that money in raising- fencible regi-
ments, to bring' into disrepute ttio vohmtcers ; and on that account Mr. 'd.

Browne moved the House of Commons on the 1st of November, that the pro-
per officers should be ordered to lay before the house an account of the ex-
penditure of that sum of monty, witli the ag-ents receipts for tlie same. This
was afterwards denied by Mr. Yelverton, attarney general, on the 29th of No-
vember, who said, that from the investigation of the accounts of the expendi-
ture of tiie 100,000/. it turned out, that'the insiiuiation of part of it being- ap-
plied to raise fencibie regimen.ts v/as false. To which Mr. Flood replied, that
he had good i-eason to believe, that men were enlisted for the navy, and were
afterwards turned over to fencibie regimxnts, and that they were" suffered to
retain their bounty money, which was the same thing- as if tlic money had been
given to them in the first instance. 2 Pari. Deb. p.' 224,
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barrack to Great Britain. Mr. Flood spoke a second time in

the debate, which ended with Mr. Grattan's reply, who rose to

speak once more on this subject, which had been so frequently

before the house. The question is, said he, will you withdraw
from the common cause, that quota of troops, which hitherto

you have maintained? Are the circumstances of the country
such as you think demand it, and if you are crazy enough to
think so, will his majesty assent to that opinion ? There never
was a time, when he could make reduction with a w^orse grace,

because this country is now as eminently happy in trade, as Bri-

tain is the reverse.

In 1769 England possessed, almost unrivalled, the trade of
all the world. She possessed America, and owed one hundred
and fifty millions less than she owes at present. Ireland had no
trade at all, and her constitution was denied

;
yet at that day it

was thought wise to augment the army ; and shall we reduce it

now, when we have obtained a free constitution, a free trade ?

When we have obtained a judge's bill, a limited mutiny bill, an
Habeas Corpus bill ? When every thing that we have demanded,
has been conceded ? Shall we in that moment withdraw our
quota of troops ? Before she obtained these advantages v/e said

to Britain, that provided she would acknowledge our constitu-

tional and commercial rights, we v/ould stand or fall with her.

And when they have been acknowledged to the full satisfaction

of every man, it is proposed to withdraw the support of our
army. Suppose, instead of saying v/e wdll stand or fall with
Great Britain, v-e had said, ''' and when those things shall be
'^ clone (when our rights shall be acknowledged and established),
" we v/ill then in return, v/iihdraw from you the support of our
" army ;" and }Tt in effect, this is the proposal at present made.
I do not entirely agree in ail that has been said of gratitude ; we
owe no gratitude but for the plantation -trade ; but this we owe
to England, and to our own honour, that we should not depart

from an old covenant. The navy of England protects our trade,

and we, as an equivalent, pay 70,000/. a year to maintain the

troops destined to serve in the plantations. This is not a dear
piu-chase for partaking that, which has cost England so many
millions. Has success made us niggardly, and shall we become
unkind to England, just at the moment she has shewn kindness

to us r We have indeed held out the language of magnanimity
to England, and shall we fail in the performance ? No ; there

are many other places to make retrenchment, we grant a pension
list of 80,000/. a year, yet complain of 70,000/. paid to an army j

paid for the protection of the British nav}-. We may indeed
make very great reductions in the army extraordinaries. We
may make great reductions in the revenue department, and in

others. Those reductions will, I trust, far exceed the pay of
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our augmentation. These are retrenchments that ought to be

made j bat the number of our forces ought not to be dimi-

nished.

On the question being put, there appeared a majority of 74
against the question ; ayes 58, noes 132.

On the 10th of November Sir Henry Cavendish again brought

forv/ard his motion, that the condition of that kingdom required

every practicable retrenchment consistent with the interest and

safety thereof, and with the honour and dignity of his majesty's

government. Mr. Mason seconded the motion, and Mr.
Attorney General gave it his hearty concurrence, now that the

national accounts had been examined. And as the speaker was
about to put the question, Mr. Flood said, he had an amend-
ment to propose ; the motion as it stood at present, was giving

too great a latitude to administration ; it vras leaving them to

pursue any measure they thought proper, they had only to say,

that it was for the interest of the nation, or for the dignity of his

majesty's government. He therefore moved for the following

amendment, " and that the military establishment in particular
" will admit of a considerable retrenchment, inasmuch as 12,000
" men are at present sufficient, not only to maintain the defence
*' of this kingdom, but also to afford Great Britain, for her ser-

" vice abroad, as many men as we granted to her by the aug-
" mentation ; and inasmuch as many important savings may be
" made in the expence of maintaining that numberofl2,000men;"
he observed, that certainly ingratitude could not be objected

to the motion, since they v/ere not about to withdraw their aid

from Great Britain, but to allow her as many men out of 12,000
men as they formerly did out of 15,000 men ; and surely there

was more generosity in giving three out of twelve, than three

out of fifteen.

This amendment brought on a very long and warm debate,

in which General Luttrell and Major Doyle and some other
military gentlemen spoke strenuously in support of the army,
which had been mentioned in a very invidious manner, and
placed in an ungracious comparison with the volunteers. ^On
the division, 65 were for the amendment, and 143 against it.

Then the original motion of Sir Henry Cavendish was put and
unanimously carried. On the same day, v/hen the attorney

general put one of his official motions, namely, " that the supply
*' to be granted to his majesty to commence the 25th of De-
" cember, 1783, continue for 15 months, that is, until the 25th
*' of Pvlarch, 1785," Sir Edv.-ard Nev/nham said, it was the
general sense of the nation, that the money bills should not
exceed the term of six months, and he accordingly moved, that

the v/ord six should be substituted for fifteen. Mr. Hartley

* 11 CcHii. Jcurn. p. 94,
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seconded the motion, as he had been instructed by his constj-

tuents to vote for no bill of supply for a longer term than six

months, uniii the great national measures then pending were

decided : on this division 32 were for and 92 against the amend-
ment.

Mr. Grattan having opposed the retrenchment in the military

establishment, and having uniformly avowed his principles of

oeconomy, on the next day moved for a committee to enquire

into the expence of collecting the revenue ; and said he was
convinced it was an object of retrenchment, as though there

v/ere an increase in the revenue last year of 150,000/. it v/ould

have been much more, if the coileciion had not amounted to

16| per cent, and he was certain, that it could be collected at an

expence of ten per cent,

Mr. Beresford assured the house, that the more minutely the

accounts of the revenue department were inspected, the greater

would be his satisfaction, and that of the gentlemen, with whom
he had the honour to sit at the revenue board ; hovrever, the

amount of the collection, though m.uch greater than he wished,

was not so great as the Right Hon. gentleman had stated, for

in it he had included the incidental expences of the custom-

house, and great works then cariying on ; w^ere these deducted,

the expence of collection would not amount to 14 per cent,

though formerly it had been IS: besides, in comparing that

couniry with England, gentlemen had fallen into a mistake. A
single great distiller in England, paid more duty than a whole

county there, though he required but one onicer to watch him,

and the country perhaps forty. He said, there were twenty-

six ports in Ireland, of which nineteen did not produce a reve-

nue equal to the expence of guarding them ; and the whole

balance in the public favour, arose from seven ports, Dublin,

Cork, Waterford, Belfast, Limerick, Derry, and Newry, though

the necessity of v/atching the inferior ports must be obvious to

every man. It was said, that in England the revenue was
collected at seven per cent, but of those seven ports, that had
been mentioned, the revenue was collected at five and nine-

tenths per cent. The manner of estimating the expence of

collecting in England, and comparing uiih Ireland, was unfair;

England was a market for the v/hole v^^orld, goods imported

there paid heavy duties, for the purpose of re-exportation : when
those duties were drawn back, that increased her fictitious

revenue, though it did not add one farthing to the real one
;

and that reduces the relative proportion of expence In the col-

lecting.

The revenue board of Ireland, which Vv'as originally consti-

tuted for revenue business only, had the business and expences

of the whole state heaped upon it. The expence of passing

bills, and sundry circumstances of the law business, had raised
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that particular charge from 1800/. per annum to 4800/. The
revenue cruizers, wnich government employed for convoying
troops, had in the last year stood in 32,000/. which was charged
as a revenue expence. Nay, the vtry expresses, which govern-
ment sent to different places on government affairs, were paid
by the revenue board. Those things together made a prodi-

gious sum, and it was all charged to the prodigality of the

commissioners of revenue, who were blamed for expences, in

which they had no manner of concern. The revenue incidents

had many improper charges upon them; and salaries, which if

they ought to appear any where, ought to appear upon the es-

tablishment.

Mr. Grattan said, he thought the Right Hon. gentleman had
very candidly explained to the house the condition of that de-

partment. As to the incidents, which increased the expence of
collecting, not by industry but by idleness, they should be cur-

tailed at present, and guarded from abuse in future, for if

people who had salaries on that list, vv^cre placed on the pension

list, parliament would see them, and strike them off. But as

at present circumstanced, the revenue incidents might be called

a concealed pension list.

Sir John Parnel admitted there were many abuses in the

revenue department; that department was under a particular

control, but he rejoiced that that control was under the control

of parliament. He recommended to the country gentlemen
to teach their tenants obedience to the revenue laws, as there

was amongst all ranks of people a disposition to oppose them.
So unwearied was the present opposition in pressing military

retrenchments upon the house, that they omitted no opportunity

during the session of bringing it forward, but always with the

like failure of success. Their party consisted of about one sixth

of the house, and as usual, few or none were moved from their

ranks by eloquence, argument or reason. When on the 13th of
November Mr. Foster had reported the different resolutions

from the committee of supply, which the house unanimously
agreed to, Sir Edward Newnham again attempted to urge the

granting of the supplies for six months, wdien Mr. Grattan
obser?.'ed, that the question had been already debated and de-
cided, and nothing new was then offered ; on which Sir Edward
Newnham remarked, that there was a time, when the Right
Hon. gentleman and he coincided in opinion, and he was
sorry to find, that they then differed so widely. Mr. Grattan
replied, that their differences were less, than apprehended: let

but parliamentary reform be tacked to the money bill, and he
would agree to it.

When the protecting duties were brought before the house,
they were not supported by government in the way, which thp

VOL. III. c
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half-starved unemployed manufacturers expected : they had
been taught to consider them essentially necessary for the sup-

port of trade: they flocked round the parliament house in anxi-

ous expectation of the protecting duties being established in

their favour. Government took great offence at the concourse

of people crowding the avenues to the house, and considered

that assemblage brought thither by opposition to intimidate. It

was however observed from the opposition bench, that the peo-

ple came thither as supplicants, not as rioters, and they ought to

meet the protection of every man in that house : but apprehen-

sions were conceived, that the disposition to postpone the busi-

ness foreboded no good ; if it Vv^ent over the recess, it would be

heard oi no more. When Mr. Gardiner, on account of whose
illness the committee of ways and means had been kept open

for the purpose of receiving his proposition for the protecting

duties, appear d in the house on the 20th of November, he ob-

served, that he was convinced, that the business must gain

ground hy delay, for every enquiry would add strength to the

reasons for its expediency. He tlierefore requested his Right

Hon. friend (Mr. Foster) would adjourn the committee until

MondP.v. In what he proposed he was far from having any

idea of prohibitory duties, he only wanted restrictive duties,

mid those only on such articles as could be manufactured in Ire-

land.

He took that occasion to advert to the conduct of people out

of doors, who had filled the avenues of the house, as if to inti-

midate its members : he had &erA to 'thern, and declared what

he tlien did, that if such improper conduct were persisted in, he

had done with the business ; and he had the pleasure to find, that

the master manufacturers had enteied into very strong resolu-

tions for preventing a repetition of such unwarrantable beha-

viour,

Mr. Hartley* informed the house, that a great number of

weavers had v/aited on him, and assured him the violence com-

* The popular spirit and wishes appear at this lime to have been strong-Iy

Y.ilh the opposition, as appears from the fate of a petition from the chamber
of commerce respecting- the importation of tobacco, presented by Mr. Hartley

to the House of Commons on the 24tli of November, 1TS3, when the govern-

ment side of the house, and particularly Mr. Fitzj^ibbon, ur,^ed that the house
co'.ddtake no cog-nizance of the petition of a body of men, styling themselves,

A Ccnncil rf a Chamber of Commerce, a title uttei-y unknown to the house,

either as a cliartcred or a corporate body. Most of the leaders of the opposi-

tion were for receiving the petition (2 P. D. p.'207, and 3 1 Com. Journ. p. 136.)

At length Prime Serjeant Kelly rose and said, " I feel myself extremely hurt
" by some getitlemcn making any distinction betv/een one side of the house
" and the otlicr ; I say place ought to make no difference, and I trust there
'* are honourable men on botli sides. I am also hurt at hearing a minister's
*' majority mentioned, no man who has not the m.erits of the question with
«« him can ha.ve a majority : I hope it v.ill never be presumed, that a majority
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plained of did not proceed from them, but gave him to under-

stand, that they were set on by persons enemies to the measure
in quesiion.

The great outcry of the opposition against Lord Nordiing-

ton's administration was, for acts instead of professions of (Eco-

nomy. Mr. Flood v/as their leader, and they were joined by
many persons of great personal talent, influence, and property.

They differed also from the generality of the ministerialists

upon the subject of the volunteers : government considered the

armed associations of the volunteers to have performed their

mission, and that they then ought to disarm and disband. Op-
position looked to the attainment of further rights or liberties,

and considered the influence of the volunteers as necessary to

procure the future, as they had been instrumental in acquiring

the former.'^'" The next popular cjuestion, which they urged

•* can be obtained in any other way. For my part, though I hold an office

*' under g-overnment, I never will object to this petition for the style ; there
" is no fault in the style; here is a select body of men, called the chamber of
*' commerce ; tlie use of names is to know, who the persons petitioning- are,
" in case of any impropriety we may call them before us. To this petition we
*' have the name of an honourable member of this house, he is answerable for
" it ; It IS acknowledtjred to be a matter of importance, and shall v/e for mere
** matter of form reject an important petition so well authenticated ? No,
" though I am on this side of the house, and v,ili support government in every
*' honourable measure, and in none but honourable measures, I will receive
** this petition; no power on earth shall prevent me." (Here a loud clapping

of hands taking place, the gallery was ordered to be cleared. As soon as that

order was complied with, and the house was cleared,)

Mr. Fitzgibb-)n warmly censured t:.e indecent conduct of the gallery, and
moved, that the house sliould enter into a resolution, " That a gross andinde-
" cent outrage, by clapping of hands, having been committed this night by the
" strangers admitted to the gallery, resolved that the serjeant at arms do
*' from time to time take into iiis custody any stranger or strangers, that he
*' sliall see or be informed of to be in the house, v.'hile any committee of the
" whole house, or the committee of privileges is sitting, and that this order
" should be strictly enforced." The motion was supported by a great num-
ber of the treasury side, and opposed by the other part of the house <is stre-

nuously.

Mr. Flood, who came in late, was an able advocate for the admission of con-
stituents to hear tlieir debates, and declared, that if gent'emen were not

ashamed of their conduct, they h:id nothing to fear from its being known, and
that it was unreasonable and unjust to preclude all from the galleries for the
intemperate conduct of a few.

The motion was then carried.

Ayes — 157
Noes — 72

* Tlie opposition stuck fast to the retrenchment of the military, disdaining
the petty savings that were to be made in the civil establishment, Mr. Mo-
lyneux had indeed on tlie 22d of November (as he said himself upon his ovvn
free motion) moved for and carried a vote of the House of Commons for an
additional salary of 4000/. per ann. to the lord lieutenant : there were 77 for

and 54 against it. Mv. Grattan found himself called upon by the principles of
ceconomy, which he had ever maintained, to take some active .step tov.%'\r(is for-

warding that necessai-y system, especially after he had opposed Mr. Flood and
his friends frequent motions for inilitary retreucbracnt. On the 26th of the
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was a reform in the representation of the people. In conse-

quence of the resolutions of the Dungannon meeting, on the 8th

of September, 1783, delegates were appointed to form a grand
national convention, which assembled at Dublin on the 10th of

November, when the Earl of Charlemont v/as nominated their

chairman. They proceeded to enquire into the most eligible

system of parliamentary reform, and having entered into a va-

riety of resolutions expressive of their sentiments on that sub-

ject, they requested, that Mr. Flood would introduce a bill for

that purpose into the House of Commons. It has been said,

that the government v/as at first seriously alarmed at this meet-

ing of the national convention, and that a privy council was
summoned to determine on the propriety of arresting both the

chairman and secretary of the meeting ; but the measure having

been considered as hazardous, another expedient v/as adopted

:

It Vv^as artfully contrived to divide the opinion of the assembly
respecting the extension of certain privileges to Roman Catho-

lics ; and the common interest and sentiment of the people in

general being thus disunited, the efforts of the conv^ention be-

came less formidable, and all means v/ere devised to oppose and
decry them in parliament.
* On the 29th of November, 1783, Mr. Flood moved for leave

to bring in a bill for the more equal representation of the people

in parliament. This was immediately opposed by the attorney

general. " I do not mean (said he) to go into the discussion
" of the bill, but I would wish the honourable member would
'' now state the necessity there is for bringing it in at all, and
*' also, Vvho those persons are, who are discontented with the
" present constitution, and witJi whom it originates : for I will

" say, if it originate with an armed body, it is inconsistent with
*' the freedom of debate for this house to receive it. We sit

*"' not here to register the edicts of another assembly, or to re-
" ceive propositions at the point of the bayonet ; I admire the
*' volunteers, so long as they confine diemselves to their first

" line of conduct ; it v/as their glory, to preserve the domestic
" peace of their country, and to render it formidable to foreign
*' enemies: it was their glory to aid the civil magistrate,' and
" to support their parliament ; but when they turn aside from
" this honourable conduct ; when they form themselves into a
" debating society, and with that rude instrument the bayonet,
" probe and explore a constitution, which requires the nicest
" hand to touch, I own my respect and veneration for them is

month, when Mr. Grattan moved to take into consideration all practical re-

trenchments in the collecting- of tlie revenne, he said he should strenuously
have opposed Mr. Molyneux's motion had lie been in the house. It is to be
observed, that Lord Northington declined accepting of tlie addition.

* 2 Pari. Deb. p. 225.
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" destroyed. If it shall be avowed, that this hill originated witK
*' them, I will reject it at once, because I consider that it decides
*' the question,, whether this house, or the convention, are the
" representatives of the people, and whether parliament, or the
" volunteers, be to be obeyed. I consider it as a question in-
** volving the existence of the constitution ; and it is in vain,
" whatever may be avowed or pretended, to shut our ears and
" eyes, to v/hat every one has seen and heard, armed men walk-
" ing bareheaded through the streets under a military escort,
" courting the smiles and applauses of the multitude, and meet-
" ing in the pantheon of divinities, the rotunda, for we are told
*' it is blasphemy to utter a word against them ; forming com-
" mittees and sub-committees ; receiving reports and petitions,

" and going through all the mockery of parliament. It is in
" vain then to pretend, that this bill is not their mandate ; and
" can any man, who has the least regard for that constitution,
" which our ancestors purchased with their blood, bear to see
" government forced from its centre by these reformers? I
" think the time is now arrived, things are come to such a crisis,

" that even our self-preservation, as a parliament, depends on
the vote we shall now give. This is the spot to make oi:r

stand, here we must draw our line ; for we have retired step

by step, as they have advanced : we are now on a precipice
;

and to recede one step more, plunges us into inevitable ruin.
" Sir, I lament, for the honour of my countrymen, that they

" should have chosen this period for introducing innovation, or
'' exciting discontent. What is the occasion, that calls forth
" their displeasure against the constitution, and what is our pre-
" sent situation ? Blessed with a free trade and a free constitu-
*' tion, our peers restored to their rights and to their lawful au-
" thority, our judges rendered independent, the manacles fallen
" from our commons, all foreign control abolished, we take our
" rank among nations, as a free state ; and is this a time to alter
" that constitution, which has endured so many storms, and
*' risen superior to all oppressions? Will the armed associations,
" wise as they may be, be able to form a better, though they re-
*' ject this ? Before they have for a single session entered into
" the enjoyment of it, like children, they throw away the bauble,
*' for which with all the eagerness of an infantine caprice, they
*' have struggled ; or like spendthrifts, they would make away
" with their inheritance, before they enter into possession of it.

" But I will say to the volunteers, you shall not throw from you
" the blessings you mav possess under your happy constitution,
" cultivate your own prosperity, and enjoy the fruits of your
" virtue, beat your svv^ords into ploughshares, return to your
" different occupations, leave the business of legislation in those
*' hands, where the laws have placed it, and where you have
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" had ample proof it will be used for the advantage of the
*' country. But, Sir, it is in vain on the part of the convention,

;" to disclaim their intent of overawing the parliament ; nay,

:" I am told their session is not yet prorogued, and perhaps
" they may meet on Monday to reverse the opinion, which
*' this house may give this night. Sir, I call upon the house
" to exert their spirit, and vindicate their rights; I shall call

" upon them in the words of a great man....' Expergisciminl
* aliquando et capessite rem.*

" I appeal to the candour of gentlemen: are they sure they
'* come into parliament to deliver their sentiments as freely as
*' they v/ould do, if they were not members of the convention ?

" or will gentlemen who are not, vote as free ? Is it decent,
" while the convention are watching to control our actions, to

" enter into any subject that they can propose? I have the high-
*' est respect for the volunteers as men, and for their former
*' actions ; but if the question appear to the house, as it does
*' to me, the result of any resolution formed at that meeting, it

*' is our duty to reject it with indignation."

Mr. Flood said, he had not mentioned the bill as being the

bill of any set of men, or any body of men whatsoever. He
was as free to enter into the discussion of that bill as any gen-

tleman in the house, and with as little prepossession in favour of

what he should propose. He preferred it to the house, as

the bill of his right honourable friend who seconded him. Would
the house receive it from them ? In the last parliament it was
ordered, that leave be givon to bring in a bill for the more equal

representation of the people in parliament. This was in the

Duke of Portland's administration; an administration which
the right honourable gentleman professed to admire, and which
he would not suspect of overturning the constitution. Armed
with the authority of that precedent., he little thought any one

would be so desperate as to give such a violent opposition to

the simple introduction of a bill. He then rose for the first

time, to speak upon the subject, and called upon every man,
auditor, or spectator, in the house, or in the galleries, to re-

member this truth : that if the volunteers were introduced into

this debate, it v/as not he who had done it.

The right honourable gentleman says, if the volunteers have

approved, he will oppose it : but I say, I bring it in as a member
of this house, supported with the powerful aid of the right

honourable gentleman, who sits behind me, (Mr. Brownlov.') r,

we bring it in as members of parliament, never mentioning the

volunteers. I ask you, will you receive it from us, from us

your members, neither intending by any thing within doors, or

Avithout, to iiitiniidate or overawe you ? I ask, will you receive

it as our bill;- or will you conjure up a military phantom of
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interposition to affright yourselves ? I have not introduced the

volunteers; but if the volunteers are aspersed, I will defend
their conduct against all the world. By whom were the com-
merce and constitution of this country recovered ? By the vo-

lunteers. Why did not the right honourable gentleman make
a declamation against them, when they lined our streets; Vvhen

parliament passed through ranks of those virtuous armed citi-

zens, to demand the rights of an insulted nation ? Are they
different men at this day ; or is the right honourable gentleman
different ? He was then one of their body ; he is nov/ their accuser.

He who saw the streets lined, who rejoiced, v/ho partook in

their glory, is now their accuser. What has changed them
since that time ; Are they less v/ise, less brave, less ardent in

their country's cause ? Or has their admirable conduct made
him their enemy ? May they not say, we have not changed, but

you have changed ? He cannot now bear to hear of volunteers

:

but I will ask kim, (and I will have a starling taught to halloo

it in his ear,) Who got you the free trade ; who got you the

constitution ? W^ho made you a nation ? The volunteers. If

they were the men you now describe them, why did you accept

of their service ? Why did you not then accuse them ? If they

were so dangerous, v/hy did you pas5 through their ranks, with
your speaker at your head, to dematid a constitution ? Why did
you not then fear the ills you now apprehend ? Have your lord-

lieutenants refused the service of those men ? Look back to

their offers in Lord Carlisle's administration. Have not such
of them as could obtain that honour, been proud to be escorted

by them to sea ! And has not parliament returned repeated
thanks to this body of men, w ho are now so degnerated, that

rectitude becomes depravity in them ? Were not resolutions

sought from them to give a sanction to the inadequate security

of simple repeal ? W^hen betrayed into wrong, they were che-

rished ; now, w^hen right, they are opposed.

What do some of the greatest men in England sav, (speak-

ing of the volunteers) " That the history of mankind, the annals
" of the world do not furnish such another glorious example of
" patriotism and moderation ?" And now will any man condemn
them,if they wish to crowmthemselves with never fading glory,and

finish their labours by rendering perfect that constitution, which
their labours have acquired? Should you comply, it would for

ever render unnecessary the interference of such bodies of men
as they are. I am conscious, that I have not done justice to

that much honoured, and much injured body of men ; but be it

remembered, that it was not I who introduced their name ; it was
not I w^ho wished to inflame your passions, when I had not ar-

guments to support me : it was not I who washed to debauch
them on the side of fe?4r : such a proceeding shews the rottenness
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of the cause- If the volunteers and the parliament shall ever be
committed, (which God Almighty forbid) no great thanks will

be due to those men, who represent the volunteers as endeavour-
ing to dragoon parliament. Men who endeavour to exasperate
them, and if their moderation were not greater than the wisdom
of their accusers, great and miserable would be the confusion
indeed ; but they have too much wisdom not to despise their

accusers ; though I will tell the man, who accuses them, that

there was a time, when he was proud to join in their ranks, and
share the glory of their conduct.

I am called on for an explanation of my plan of reform, in order
that exceptions may be taken to it ; but I am ready to explain
it, and to refute all exceptions on the ground of reason and
argument. As in this house votes go by tale, and not by weight

;

and as the vote of the meanest wretch that ever disgraced the
walls of parliament, though representing the most venal borough,
tells for as much as the most illustrious character, representing
the first county in the kingdom ; the people wish to correct the
ill-effects of this, by opening the boroughs, and giving them an
opportunity of being virtuous. This is the voice of the people,

and it is opposed because it is the demand of the volunteers

;

but the volunteers and the people are the same ; they have been
made constitutional by every act, but that of being placed on
your establishment, which they despise. Does any man say,

that there is not a positive act of parliament, directing every
Protestant to bear arms? And will you say, that because one
man fulfils more of his duty, as a citizen, than another, that

he should less enjoy a citizen's privilege ? Or will any man say,

that because the volunteers, in obedience to the laws, bear
arms, therefore that obedience should strip them of their fran-

chise.

But who will deny, that the representation of cities and bo-
roughs demand reform ? And are plans of reform to be rejected,

because agreeable to the volunteers ? If so, hovf came the Duke
of Portland to send volunteer delegates to the throne with letters

to deliver into the sacred hand of majesty? And if the Duke of
Portland acted thus, will any man say, that the volunteers have
since done any thing to transform them into the Gorgons and
hydras they have been represented ? No, they are not changed,
they are seen through the medium of borough interest; it is

this, that has given them this terrible aspect ; it is the sordid
interest of a prostituted government to say they have strength,

though it be the strength of borough-mongers; but it is the
strength of a virtuous government to be supported by the public
good opinion ; and it is no credit to any government to depend
rather on a venal parliament, than on the honest voice of an
ingenuous nation. The bill sets at defiance all objection; for
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IS there a man who will say, however political declamation may
attempt to mislead, that the constitution wants no reform? Will
any man say, that that constitution is perfect, when he knows
that the honour of the peerage may be obtained by any ruffian,

who possesses borough interest!

Mr. Flood then proceeded to trace the general outline of the
plan of reform agreed to at the convention ; and concluded with
saying : I shall neither endeavour to intimidate nor overawe the

house : but, on the contrary, I shall most humbly hope, that

in the infancy of your liberty, whilst ^ body of ireemen and
citizens, who are determined to treat with respect that consti-

tution, which they have recovered by fortitude, beai- arms for

their country's service, you vviil not go to fish for objections,

until these people shall do something derogatory from that

authority, which they have established ; no body of men can.

make me affirm to be right what I know to be wrong; neither

will I be so absurd as to deny that, which I knov/ to be right,

because other men think so too.

Scarcely a member, who had ever opened his mouth in the

house, was silent on this important occasion: the debate lasted

till past three o'clock on the Sunday morning. Several of the
members, who admitted the necessity of the reform, voted
against it under the circumstance of the sitting of a national

convention of delegates, who had previously agitated the ques-
tion, and were v/aiting the result of its discussion in parliament.

This was the first blow given to the credit and pov/er of the

volunteers. Several also of the minority gave the express
instructions of their constituents as their reason for voting
for the bill. Towards the close of the debate, Mr. Grattan
spoke for a short time, declaring himself decidedly the friend

of a parliamentary reform. It has always been, said h^ my
favourite object, to increase by those means the power of the

people. He was glad to investigate that subject, let it come
from what quarter it might; it did not come before in a ques-
tionable shape ; neither did he see any thing to justify an oppo-
sition to his favourite scheme. He loved to blend the idea of
parliament and volunteers; they had hithertQ concurred in

establishing their constitution in the last 'parliament, and he
hoped they would do it in the present. .'-He recommended,
therefore, an union between parliament -aiicl the illustrious body
of volunteers, whkh union it should be the 'study of his life to

preserve. The question having been loudly called for, when
the Speaker was rising to put it, Mr. Flood said, " I have very
often found, when a question cannot be controverted by fair

argument, it is throvrn out by a majority calling for the ques-

VOL. in. H
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tion ; but it is impossible for the mind of man to bend to mere
matter, or to be satisfied \vith such conduct. I am asked, is

not this bill the order of some other assembly ? I never received

any order. I have examined with men of all ranks upon this

eubjcct, and approve it ; but what appearance of hostility or

control is there in the present application ? Have the volunteers

lined the streets, or drawn up before your house ? No ; they

have given their opinion with all humbleness and deference to

yours, and beg you will take it up. How could they more pros-

trate themselves at thelfeet of parliament ? This bill was moved
a year ago, when there was no convention sitting; and will you
now reject it, because men, who sometimes wear sw^ords, and

fcometimes wear none, approve it? The volunteers of Ireland

are a peculiar body of men, they are citizens as w^ell as sol-

diers ; nor does their skill and discipline, as soldiers, destroy

their franchise as citizens."

Mr. Daly confessed he was ashamed, that the gentleman who
had made this motion, should not only evade giving an answer

to the enquiry, '^ whether it were the result of deliberations ia

" the conventipns ?" but almost to den)' it.

Isfr. Flood. I said, they were my own sentiments.

Mr. Daly. I did not say they were not his own sentiments
j

but they were more notoriously the sentiments of the conven-

tion, whatever influence he might have had in forming them :

and he said, that he brought them thither by order of that body.

He protested, that while an armed assembly w^as sitting in the

capital, their debate was not free. We are told of the great

moderation manifested by the delegates, considering how pow-
erfully they are suj)portcd ; but, (said Mr. Daly,) as I did not

oppose, or scorn the volunteers, v.^hen weak, as I never went to

a county meeting, and with a contumelious aspect, asked if the

country weie arra) ed, and when answered, no, never turned

my back upon them; neither will I now, when they are strong

and mighty, turn my back to them ; but I will meet them as a

friend, and w ill say to them, you are advancing to anarchy and
destruction ; I beseech you retreat while you may with honour;

for there is a turbulent demagogue amongst you, that urges you
lo your own disgrace.

It has been the misfortune of this country, that parliament

has, in too many instances, for a while withstood the wishes of

the people, but has yielded in the end j the consequence is, that

the people are told bv the demagogue, persevere, and you will

at last carry } our point. But this is the time to draw a line,

?:nd I do rely upon it. I pledge m.yself for the consequence,

that if parliament act with firmness, the people will be content;

in a short time they will despise the promoters of faction, and
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all their boasted menaces will vanish in the air. But if parlia-

ment recede one step now, it will fall into a gulph of incTitabk

destruction.

Upon a division, there appeared

For receiving the bill - 40
Against it - 158

Then Mr. Attorney-General moved the following' resolu-

tions :

-Resolved^ That it is now become necessary to declare, that

this house will maintain ils just rights and privileges against

all encroachments whatsoever.

Ayes - - 150
Noes - - 63

And then Mr. Conolly made the following motion, which
was carried unanimously.

Resolved^ That an humble address be presented to his majes-

ty, to declare the perfect satisfaction, which we feel in the many
blessings we enjoy under his majesty's most auspicious govern-

ment, and our present happy constitution ; and that at this time

we find it peculiarly incumbent upon us to express our determin-

ed resohition to support the same with our lives and fortunes.

Notwithstanding, Mr. Flood, the great leader of the opposi-

tion, immediately after this debate went over to England, se-

veral matters were brought before parliament by his adherents,

Mr. Molyneux introduced to the house once more the ques*

tion of an absentee tax ; he complained, that before the business

wanted support, many were prominently forward in offering

their assistance ; now that it was before them, they excused
themselves, saying, the time was improper. Thus, after a long

debate, the motion was lost by a division of 184- against 22.

On the 9th of December, 1783, Mr. D. Browne prefaced a

motion for an address to the crown, with a most distressful pic-

ture of the kingdom at that period. He represented those, who
lived on the spoils, like wasps, sucking their blood, and smilin,^

at their ruin ; he represented the farmer, ruined by the calami-

tous times, the lower order of people starving, and obliged to

sell their provision to satisfy the landlord, who himself coulJ

barely get the means of existing from his lands ! The avenues
to the capital beset with starving manufacturers, and at the very
doors of that house, begging of the members to avert, by a
small donation, the miseries of impending famine; their neces-

sities made them bold; they even ventured into the Castle

yard : their complaints were heard, though but seldom heard
before, and proper steps were taken to relieve them ; the privy

council were summoned, the doors were barred, and the guards
of the city were doubled ; the garrison ordered to hold them-
selves in readiness to massacre people already conquered by
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hunger ! Such is the situation of your country. Yet this was
the time when you were to keep up an useless and expensive

arm)s and minister to the useless pageantry of a court.

The hour of ripe iniquity had arrived ; the hour of retribu*

tion would speedily follow. He then moved the following re-

solutions ;

*' That an address be presented to his majesty, humbly to
*' lay them.selves at his majesty's feet, to assure his majesty of
*' their inviolable attachment to his majesty's person and govern-
" ment, and of the grateful sense they felt of his majesty's pa-
*' ternal goodness and attention to his subjects of Ireland; and
*^ to declare their readiness and zeal to support, in the most
*' honourable manner, at all times, the necessary expences of
^^ his majesty's government, and the dignity of his crown.

" That they thought it, however, incumbent on his faithful

*' conmions, humbly to lay before his majesty, that for a series
*' of years past, the expences of his majesty's government had
*' constantly far exceeded the net produce of the revenue, where-
" by the nation had incurred a great and accumulating debt;
" and in order to discharge the interest thereof, his majesty's
*' faithful commons had been under a necessity of diverting a
** considerable part of those revenues, v/hich formerly served
*' tov/ards defraying the current services of his majesty's go-
*' vernnient.

" That in the year 1773, his majesty's faithful commons did
" gr lit several new duties, and had since, from time to time,
** increased them.

'^ That they v/ere induced thereto, upon the faith of promises
*' made to his majesty's commons, by his majesty's minister,
*' that the expences of government should be retrenched, so
*' that the new grants of the people, and the promised retrench-
" ment by the minister, should coi)cur in a system of equali-
" zation, and put an end to the ruinous practice of running in
*' debt.

" That his majesty's faithful commons had fully performed
*' their part of the engagement ; but that their bounty had been
" so far from being ansv/ered on the part of his ministers, that
*^ in no period of time had the debt of the nation advanced with
^' so rapid a progress as since that period ; insomuch, that his
^' majesty's commons then found themselves burthened with a
''debt enormously greater than it was at that period : vastly
*' greater than the nation was ever before loaded with, and still

" accumulating ; besides being also loaded with those new
" taxes, which were granted for the sole purpose of putting an
*' end to so ruinous a practice.

" That his majesty's present ministers, finding themselves
*^ unable to support the charges of government without increas-
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** ing the debt of the nation, although aided by all the new taxes,
" and an increase of produce in the revenues ; and although a
" very great proportion of the army were not upon their esta-
" blishment, did in that session apply for 300,000/, to supply
" the deficiency of the revenues, so that his majesty's faithful
" commons could not even then see any end to the ruinous ac-
" cumulation of their debt.

" That such a practice, if suffered to continue, must exhaust
*' the resources, and check the trade of that country, and must
" end in the impoverishment and ruin of the nation, and ulti-
*' mately disable his majesty's faithful commons from those ex-
" ertions, which might become necessary thereiiitfr, and vvhich
" they should ever be most willing and desirous to make in
" support of his majesty's government.

" That they had long confided in the repeated assurances of
'' ceconomy given them from time to time, by his majesty's mi-
" nisters ; but at length finding it in vain any longer to wait for
" redress from that quarter, they tliought it inconsistent with
'' their duty to his majesty, and those, whom they represented,
" any longer to refrain from applying for redress at the foot of
" the throne, and imploring his majesty's protection against his
" ministers."

Mr. Parsons seconded the motion. It was violently opposed
by the attorney-general. It was, said he, a question, upon
which the sense of the house had been already taken three times
that session ; it looked extraordinary, to have it introduced at

that time, after a committee had been appointed to take into

consideration, the only plan practicable, which was a plan for

the reduction of the civil establishment ; and after the house
had passed a resolution for all practicable retrenchments. He
was as much an enemy as any man to the accumulation of debt,

session after session ; but the increase of the revenue afforded

a prospect of their being soon able to put an end to it, by its

reaching the amount of their expenccs. It consequentlj' fol-

lowed, that an address of that nature was never less necessary
than at that time.

Mr. Corry replied to the attorney-general in a most animated
speech. After having taken a view of the country from the ar-

rival of the Duke of Portland into it, he lamented that those
flattering prospects had proved all delusion, and there was the
most decided reason, in reviewing the conduct that had been
holden for withdrawing their confidence from the present admi-
nistration, and agreeing in an address, which contained in itself

an undeniable train of facts ; and concluded with staling, that

they could not confide in the promises of his majesty's minis-
ters, and therefore implored his majesty's assistance against

|hem, upon the subject of cp.conomy j the truth of that must ap-
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pear, whether the eyes of the nation were turned to their mili-

tary establishment, to their commercial system, or to their

internal oeconomy. At a late hour the question was disposed

of, by the secretary's moving the order of the day, without a

division.

In consequence of the commons having tacked some clauses

to the money bills sent up to the lords, the House of Peers, on

the 4th of December, 1783, came to two strong and pointed

resolutions, which on the next day they ordered to be added to

the standing orders of their house.

*I. Resolved^ by the lords spiritual and temporal in parlia-

" liament assembled, nemine dissentiente^ that all grants for the

" encouragement of particular manufactures, arts, and inven-

" tions, or for the construction or carrying on of any public or
" other works, ought to be made in separate acts ; and that

" the practice of annexing such grants to bills of aid or supply,

" for the support of his majesty's government, is unparliamen-
" tar)^, and tends to the destruction of the constitution.

II. " Resohed^ by the lords spiritual and temporal in par-
*' liament assembled, nemine dissentlente^ that this house will

" reject any bill of aid or supply, to which any clause or clauses,

" the matter of which is foreign to, and different from the

" matter of the said bill of aid or supply; or any clause or clauses

" for the granting of any sum or sums of money for the encour-

" agement of particular manufactures, arts, or inventions, or for

" the construction or carrying on of any public or other works,

" shall be annexed."

Mr. Curran took up this matter as an insult and injury offered

to the dignity and rights of the House of Commons; and gave

notice, that on the 16ui of that month he should bring it before

them; and on that day, there being a very thin house, he entered

UDon the subject, by observing, that while he reflected, that th;

motion he was going to make was of the utmost importance tc

the honour, and even existence of that house; and that he had

given full notice of his intention, he was much surprised at the

little regard that seemed intended to be paid to it, as was mani-

fested from the emptiness of those benches. It was a question

of party; he was of no party; he despised the principle; he

never did, nor never would attach himself to party: the ques-

tion went to assert the privileges of the people of Ireland repre-

sented in the House of Commons, and every description of mer
in that house was equally concerned in supporting it. It was

the sole and exclusive right of the commons of Ireland to

originate and frame money bills in such manner, as they should

think proper, and the resolution he intended to propose, was

* 5 Lords Journal, p 'i09.
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only to vindicate that privilege from the encroachments of a
neighbouring assembly, which had lately, by certain resolutions,

invaded that right, that palladium of the constitution, which he
trusted every man in the house would think himself bounden to

defend.

He w^as sorry to say, that the constitution of Ireland was so
young, that he needed not go back to a very remote period, to

prove thLit the exclusive right of originating and framing money
bills had always resided in their house ; but for thirty years
back, it certainly had, and in England, from whence they de-

rived their constitution, it always had been the practice. The
'peers and the crown possessed an undoubted right of rejecting

such bills in toto^ but, in the commons alone resided the power
of originating or framing them; the very mode of giving the

royal assent to such bills, demonstrated that the commons alone

was the source from whence they flowed. *His majesty thanks
his faithful commons^ accepts their benevolence^ and zvills it to

be so^ and this mode obtained both in Britain and Ireland. To
whom should the people of Ireland look for the redress of
grievances, for the encouragement of arts, for the promotion of
commerce, but to their representatives in that house ? What
pow^erful engine had that house, by which it could obtain the

redress of grievances, the encouragement of arts, for the promo-
tion of commerce, but by including those objects in the bill of
supply? And if the right be once given up, or wrested from the

conimons, they ceased to be the patrons and representatives

of the people ; another assembly would assume that power, and
the people would learn to look for that encouragement and
support from the aristocratic, which they received from the
democratic branch of the state, and that house would become
a very cypher, and its members instead of possessing the power
of encouraging arts, rewarding merit, or in a word, of serving

the country, would become the humble solicitors of another
assembly.

From the reign of Henry III. the powder of annexing the
redress of grievances to money bills, had been the constitutional

privilege of the commons of England ; the practice of inserting,

such clauses as the commons deemed proper, had obtained in

Ireland for more than thirty years, and to any person acquainted
with their constitution, must at the slightest view appear to be
their inherent right-< he could not therefore suppose that house
would be silent, when that privilege was invaded by another
assembly; no man entertained an higher opinion of that assem-
bly than he did, and he was persuaded, that so great was their

lordships' wisdom, that when that matter should be duly con-
sidered by them, they would see the impropriety of the two
resolutions, which appeared upon their Journals. It remained
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for the commons, to vindicate their own privileges by a mild

and temperate resolution, which he should propose to the house;

for even admitting, that sometimes a House of Commons had
erred in making improper grants, they should rather reform

themselves, and determine not to err again, than submit to have

a monitor over them.

Were he addressing a House of Commons, the most virtuous

or the most corrupt, he should expect to be supported in the

measure ; he would say to a virtuous house, the privilege of

originating and framing money bills is the palladium of your

liberty, the great engine to restrain oppression, to redreiss

grievances, or to encourage merit. He would say to a corrupt

house, it is the palladium of your corruption, die security of the

wages of your venality, the means, by which you may obtain

the revv-ard of vour prostitution. But to the house before which

he stood, the arguments of virtue and of honour would be

suiticient. He then -entered into a personal apology for the

discontinuance of his intimacy v.'ith Mr. Flood, v/ho if present

he had no doubt would support the motion; he spoke very

handsomely of Mr. Flood, notv.'ithstanding the late difference

on some political opinions. He then moved,
"• That it is the sole and undoubted privilege of the commons

'' of Ireland to originate all bills of supply and grants of public
'' money, in such manner and with such clauses as they shall

" think proper."

Mr. Parsons seconded the motion, which was only supported

by 11 against 58.

Under the late rapid changes in the British cabinet, and the

still fluctuating state of the administrations of both countries, it

was no wonder, that the Irish House of Commons should not

have settled into a regular svstem of opposition : the subdivisions

of that general patriotism, in v/hich Messrs. Flood and Grattan

had formerly agreed, had been productive of the only opposi-

tion, which then existed : Mr. Flood having long acted in

opposition to the Whig or Rockingham party, appeared less

disposed to coalesce with them than Mr. Grattan who had ever

adhered to their principles. Mr. Grattan gave them full credit

for every measure and every profession : Mr. Flood difnded

in their promises, and arraigned their conduct. It appears

to have been the svstem of the Rockingham administration

to leave almost unlimited discretion to t'le Irish govern-

ment to settle their political ferment in their own wa}-. The
generality even of the more thinking people confidently looked

lip to the new ministry for some efficient steps towards the

attainment of ^protecting duties, a reduction in the army estab-

* i. e. For protecting their owa manufactures, and enforcing- tlie consump-
tion of tliem at home by la} in^ heavy duties on similar manufactures imported

from other counU'ies.
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lishment, ceconomy in the civil department, and a reform in the

popular representation in parliament. The last of these objects

in particular had not unreasonably raised the expectations of
the friends of reform to the highest pitch of confidence : they

expected that the weight of government would have been
thrown into their scale, as the first minister in each country,

Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Rutland, had so recently been amongst
the most eager and loud in support of that measure in Great
Britain.

On the 20th of December, 1782, his majesty's answer to the

joint address of both houses, presented on the 1st instant, was
communicated to both houses of parliament, and was to the

following effect

:

" His majesty returns his hearty thanks to the lords spiritual
*' and temporal, and commons, in parliament assembled, for

" their dutiful and loyal address. His majesty receives with
" the highest satisfaction, the sentiments expressed by his
*' parliament respecting his majesty's government ; and his

" majesty's faithful parliament ma}- rest assured of his majesty's
" determined resolution to concur with them at all times in the
" maintenance and preservation of that free and excellent con-
" stitution, on which the happiness and interests of his people
" of Ireland so essentially depend."

*The extraordinary movements in the cabinet and the senate

* A more important moment to the fate of the British empire certainly

never existed tlian that under our present consideration. For to the clianges

in the administration of that day are to be attributed the vondeiful effects

that have disting'uished the eventful period of nearly twenty years, whicli

will close the subject of tliese sheets. The advantages or disadvantages i-esult-

ingfrom that extraordinary revolution in the British cabinet will be estimated

by every man reflecting- on the effects of it by the political bias, interest, or

judgment of the individual. Political differences are at all times, and par-

ticularly in the present, of too sensitive a quality for the annalist to touch.

(A. R. 69.) On the 8th of December, 1783, Mr. Fox's India Bill had
passed the House of Commons on a division of 208 to 202, and the next day
was carried up to the House of Lords. Hitherto no symptoms had appeared,

at least to the public e\'e, that indicated the approaching fate both of the

bill and its authors. Great pains indeed were taken, and with considerable

success, by an almost incredible circulation of pamphlets and political engrav-

ings, to inflame the nation against the measures and the persons of adminis-

tration ; and it was also remarked, that in the House of Commons, several

of that description of members, well kno\^^l by the name of king's friends,

gave their votes on the side of opposition. But it was generally imagined,

that the coalition ministry was then too strong to be shaken by the breath of

popular clamour, and wholly improbable, that they sliould have adopted a

measure of such infinite importance, either without knowing, or contrary to

the wishes of tlie king It went up to the lords on the first reading on the 11th

of December. Lord Temple, Lord Thurlow, and the Duke of Richmond,
expressed tlieir abhorrence of the measure in th.e strongest and most unquali-

fied terms. After a short debate, the second reading was fixed for Monday,
December 15.
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of Great Britain occasioned a long adjournment in the Irish par-

liament, in order to give time for the necessary arrangements

In the mean time various rumours began to circulate, relative to some
extraordinary motions in the interior of the court. It was ccnfidently affirmed,

that on the 11th of December the king- signified to Lord Temple in a closet

audience, his disapprobation of the India Bill, and authorized him to declare
the same to such persons as he might think fit ; that a written note was put
into his hands, in which his majesty declared, " That he should deem tliose
*' wlio should vote for it not only not his friends, but his enemies ; and that
'* if he (LordTempie) could put this in stronger words, he had full authority
" to do so." And lastly, that inconsequence of this authority, communications
had been made to the same purport to several peers in the upper house ;. and
particularly to those whose offices obliged them to attend the king's person.

The circumstances, which happened on the second reading of the bill, con-

firmed the probability of the truth of these reports. On the division upon a
question of adjournment, the ministers were left in a minority of 79 to 8?".

The same day the House of Commons, on the motion of Mr. Baker, took
into consideration the reports above alluded to. He stated shortly, that the

public notoriety, both of the fact itself and of the effects it had produced,
called on the house, which was the natural guardian of the constitution, for

their immediate interference. He divided the criminality of the subject

matter of the report into two parts ; first the giving secret advice to the crown

;

and, secondly, the use, that had been made of his majesty's name, for the
purpose of influencing the vote of members of parliament in a matter depend-
ing before them. The first he contended was a direct and dangerous attack

upon the constitution. The law declared, that the king could do no wrong;
and therefore had wisely made his ministers amenable for all the measures
of his government. Tiiis was of the very essence of the constitution, which
could no longer subsist, if persons unknown, and upon whom, consequently
no responsibility could attach, were allowed to give secret advice to the
crown. With regard to the second, Mr. Baker proved, from the Journals,

that to make any reference to the opinion of the king, on a bill depending in

either house, had always been judged a high breach of the privileges of par-

liament; he therefore concluded with moving, " That it is now necessary to
*' declare, that to report any opinion, or pretended opinion, of his majesty,
*' upon any bill or otlier proceeding depending in either house of parliament,
*' with a view to influence the votes of the members, is a high cx'ime and
** misdemeanor, derogatory to the honour of the crown, a ioreach of thefunda-
" mental privileges of parliament, and subversive to the constitution."

The motion was seconded by Lord Maitland, and strongly opposed by Mr.
W. Pitt, who urged the impropriety of proceeding on mere unauthenticated
rumours; he concluded his speech with reproaching the ministers for their

base attachment to their offices, though, upon their own state of the case, they
had lost their power, and no longer possessed the confidence of their prince.

In answer to these observations, it was said to be a strong presumption
of the truth of the reports, that though several members, nearly sAhed to the
noble earl, whose name had been mentioned on this occasion, had spoken in
the debate, none of them had ventured to assert they were false. After a long
and Vv'arm debate the house divided, and there appeared for the motion 153,
against it 80. It was then resolved, " that on Monday next the house would
" resolve itself into a committee of the whole house, to take into consideration
' the present state of the nation,"
As a change of ministers appeared to be a measm*e determined upon by the

king, and the dissolution of parhament an immediate and necessary conse-
quence, the majority ofthe house thought no time was to be lost in endeavour-
ing to render ilie attempt as difficult as jiossible. With this view, immediatelj
after the above resolutions v/ere agreed to, Mr, Erskine made the following
motion, " That it is necessary to the r.iO,.,t essential interests of this king-dom.
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for the new ministry. But on the 22d of December,'^ 1782^

the speaker, on presenting the money bills, expressed himself

as follows :

" May it please your Excellency,

" HISTORY cannot furnish many instances
*' of such remarkable events, as have happened in the course of
*' the last seven years ; of these none are more worthy of obser-

" vation, than the changes in the human mind, and the more so,

" because they have been produced by causes, from which they
** were the least to have been expected. New tenets more conso-

** and peculiarly incumbent on this house, to pursue with unremitting- attention
*• the consideration of a suitable remedy for the abuses, which have prevailed
" in the government of the British dominions in the East Indies ; and that
*' this house will consider as an enemy to his country any person who shall

*' presume to advise his majesty to prevent, or in any manner interrupt the dis-

*' charg-e of this important duty."

The motion uas opposed, as manifest!}' factious, and as interfering witli the

executive part of government, and trenching on the undoubted prerogative of

the crown v.ithout any justifiable cause. The motion was however carried by
the same majority with the former.

On Wednesday the 17th of December the India Bill was rejected by the
lords, on a division of 95 to 76. It was remarked, that the Prince of Wales,
who was in the minority in the former division, having learned in the interim,

that the measure was o"ficnsive to the king, was absent on this occasion. At
twelve o'clock on the following night a messenger delivered to the two secre-

taries of state his majesty'.s orders, '< that they should deliver up the seals of
*' their offices, and send them by the under secretaries, Mr. Frazier and Mr. Ne-
*• pean, as a personal interview on tlie occasion would be disagreeable to him."
The seals were immediately given by tlie king to Lord Temple, who sent let-

ters of dismission the day following to the rest of the cabinet council : at the
same time Mr. William Pitt was appointed First Lord of the Treasury, and
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Earl Gov.^er, President of the Council. On
the 22d, Lord Temple resigned the seals of his office, and they were delivered
to Lord Sydney, as Secretary of State for the home department, and to the
Marquis of Carmarthen for the foreign. Lord Thurlow was appointed High
Chancellor of Great Britain, the Duke of Rutland Lord Privy Seal, Lord
Viscount Howe First Lord of the Admiralty, and the Duke of Richmond
Master General of the Ordnance ; Mr. William Grenville and Lord Muigrave
succeeded Mr. Burke in the Pay-Ofiice, and Mr. Henry Dundas was appointed
to the office of Treasurer of the Navy.
On the 22d of December Mr. William Grenville begged leave to inform the

house, that the noble earl to whom such frequent allusions had been lately

made, had authorized him to declare, that he was ready to meet any charge
that shoidd be made against him ; and that he had thought fit to resign the
seals of his office, in oriler to avoid the smallest suspicion of seeking- for pro-
tection or shelter in tlie power and influence of a minister. In ansvver to this
.extraordinary notification, Mr. Fox observed, that, with respect to the pror
priety of the noble earl's relinquishing an office, vvhich he had held but for
three days, he was doubtless himself tl>e fittest judge ; that as to the facts al-

luded to, facts of public notoriety, and which materially affected the honour of
parliament, and the safety of the constitution, he trusted the liouse would see
the necfessity of taking them into their most serious consideration : but that
the secret nature of those transactions almost precluded the possibility of
bringing a personal charge against anv one.

* 11 Journ. Com, p. 182.
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'' nant to the principles of humanity and justice, have been uni-
*' versally adopted in civil and religious policy; these are the
" happy but unexpected fruits of the calamities of war. In
" other countries national benefits may have compensated for
" national misfortunes : but it has been the peculiar felicity of
" this kingdom to acquire the former, without feeling the seve-
" rities of the latter ; to her steady virtue she owes these attain-
'' ments, and by her virtue I am confident she will preserve
" them, and transmit to posterity unimpaired the British con-
" stitution, the very essence of which is liberty and order. Good
'' government and liberty are inseparable ; they are necessary
" to and mutually support each other, and neither can exist
*' without the other. The commons since the commencement
*' of this session have directed their attention to these important
*' objects, which were so wisely recommended to them by your
" excellency, to improve and secure those advantages, which
'' had been acquired in the last parliament ; they have also made
" provision, without laying new burthens on the people, for the
" honourable support of his majesty's government, and for the
" discharge of the arrears upon the establishments ; and they
" have the fullest confidence, that your excellency will represent
'* them to his majesty as loyal, dutiful, and affectionate sub-

"jects."

The revenue still continued to be unequal to the expences,

and 300,000/. were ordered to be borrowed towards supplying

the deficiencies ; also 50,000/. were to be advanced as a loan to

the undertakers of the grand canal, upon security given; and

25,000/. as a loan to Captain Brooke, to support and employ the

manufacturers by him established in the cotton line at Prospe-

rous, in the county Kildare, upon his giving security for paying

the interest half yearly into the treasury, and the principal at

Lady-Day, 1794. These sums were to be raised upon deben-

tures, or treasury bills, aided by one or more lotteries, at the

discretion of the chief governor.

Immediately upon the change of ministry in England, Lord
Northington sent in his resignation ; it was accepted on the 7th

of January, and yet his successor, the Duke of Rutland, was
only appointed on the 24th of February, 1784. The House of

Commons had adjourned to the 20th of January, on which day
they met according to adjournment, and then adjourned to the

9th of Februarv, which was the day, to which the House
of Lords had adjourned from the 22d of December. During
this species of interregnum, one lord lieutenant having resigned,

and his successor not having been appointed, the House of

Commons met on the 9th of February, when the attorney gene-

ral moved the house to adjourn to the 18th, which was opposed

by Sir Lucius O'Bryen, who saw no reason, why they should
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adjourn on account of the squabble of some gentlemen in Eng«

land for place, at a time when the distressful situation of that

country called so urgently upon their attention. Mr. Browne
(of the College) opposed the adjournment and said, that all, who
respected his majesty should vote against an adjournment pro-

posed by Lord Northington, who was actually in opposition to

the king : the adjournment was carried upon a division of 108

against 42. When the house met on the 18th, a long conver-

sation took place upon Mr. John Ponsonby's motion for 3000/.

to be distributed in the discretion of the lord lieutenant amongst

the poor of Dublin. This brought up several members to move
for proportionate relief in favour of the distressed poor of their

respective boroughs, which were all negatived, except the ori-

ginal motion. In the course of the conversation, Sir Henry
Cavendish observed, that money should be granted to set people

,to work, not to promote idleness : for to such a degree was that

now advanced, that there might be seen twenty or thirty sturdy

beggars in a knot, and they were grown so outrageous, as to

offer force in some measure. He should not be surprised, if

in a short time they forced people's doors, and took their pro-

perty, whether they would or no.* And w^hen the provost ex-

pressed a wish, that some general mode of giving bread to the

poor could be devised, Sir Edward Newnham suggested a bill

for protecting duties, \vhich the right honourable member's ta-

lents and influence could effectually secure. Then Ireland would
flourish, and they would hear no more of starving manufactu-

rers. Ready money was but a temporary relief; let the great

banish foreign fopperies, and be content with Iiome manufac-

tures : protecting duties would be a permanent security against

want in the lower order of the people : it behoved them to take

those hard-working men under their peculiar protection.

The attorney general informed the house, that he had it in

command from his excellency to signify to them his majesty's

desire, that they should adjourn till Monday the 23d, and that

an official account had arrived of the appointment of the Duke
of Rutland to the government of that kingdom. Soon after

^vhich, Mr. William Brabazon Ponsonby said, that the lord

lieutenant was distinguishable for many virtues, and that he was
not ever outdone by any of his predecessors in office, either foF

integrity, humanity, or public spirit ; and as his excellency was
shortly to quit the government of the country, he felt it proper

to move, though no more than the usual form, that an humble
address be presented to the lord lieutenant, to assure his excel-

lency, that the house learnt with the deepest regret his excellen-

cy's determination of relinquishing the government of the king-

» 2 Pari. Deb. p. 358.
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dom ; to assure him, that the uniform wisdom and virtue of his

excellency's administration, manifested by his attention to the en-

couragement of agriculture, the protection and advantage of their

commercial interests, and by his zeal and firmness in support of
their happy constitution, intitled him to the most grateful thanks

of the representatives of a free people ; that they entreated his

excellency to believe, that as they thankfully acknowledged his

virtues, they should sincerely regret his no longer continuing to

preside over them, and to request that his excellency would be

pleased to add one further favour to those already received at

his hands, by representing to his majesty their unshaken loyalty

to his person and government, their inviolable attachment to

their happy constitution, and their determined resolution to

support the just rights and privileges of the commons of Ire-

land against all encroachments whatsoever.

Mr. ConoUy seconded the motion, at the same time testify-

ing, that Lord Northington had come over at a critical period,

and yet manifested the most steady resolution in supporting the

constitution and promoting the real interests of Ireland.

Sir Edv/ard Newnham declared, he could not agree to such

an address ; it glanced in very disagreeable terms, on the ho-

nour and dignity of the volunteers, who saved their country in

defiance of corruption. He could not thank a viceroy, under
whose administration a parliamentary reform was (in the lan-

guage of some members) scouted out of the house : he spoke
plain English, and said, a reform of that house, for no house
ever wanted it more. He would wait the issue of the present

motion, to make one that would do honour to a parliament, of
real independent members, which motion he had in his hand, and

that was, to' thank his majesty for dismissing his late ministry,

a part of whom robbed the crown of half its dominions ; and to

thank his majest}" for appointing a new ministry, in whom the

people might confide, and whose principles v/ere declared friend-

ly to the much wanted parliamentary reformation.

Mr. O'Hara, after dwelling pretty much on the services the

volunteers had rendered the country, and saying, that instead of

the censure indirectly thrown on them by the last paragraph of
the address, they deserved the utmost praises, that every friend

to Ireland could bestow, moved an amendment, by expunging
these words, " we will support the just rights of the commons
*' of Ireland against every encroachment whatsoever." These,
he said, were insidious words, and seemed directed to the ad-

vocates of parliamentary reform.
Mr. Griffith seconded the amendment.
Mr. Grattan observed, that Lord Northington had not been

above eight months in that kingdom, and if he had not greatly

diminished the national expences, he had done more than most
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of his predecessors, for he had not at all increased them. The
army had been mentioned as an instance of profusion, but would
any man lay the blame of a vote of parliament at the door of
a lord lieutenant? As to any scheme of systematic reduction,

it was impossible, from the shortness of Lord Northington's
administration; but they should not forget, that no objection

had been made from him, when the expence of collecting the
revenue was "proposed to be reduced; formerly it was objected

to : but with this symptom in his favour, they could not condemn
him for not having time to carry a scheme of retrenchment into

execution.

As to commercial advantages, he would state a duty on
foreign beer, which must operate powerfully in favour of
their own breweries and of tillage. When that was announced
to the house, he recollected the honourable baronet rising, and
laying his hand upon his breast, to return thanks for so great

a favour.

Another advantage was the duty laid upon calico, in favour
of Irish manufacture. The duty on sugar, that had been con-
ceded that session, was formerly thought an object of the first

magnitude in that commerce.
As to constitution, an idea totally new and unsolicited was

introduced into their admiralty bill, that is, to cut off any appeal
to the British admiralty, by which all that foolish supposition of
any power of external legislation for Ireland remaining in Great
Britain was for ever done away.
Mr. George Ponsonby approved of the noble and disinterested

manner, in which his excellency had refused the additional

4000/. a year. But as his excellency did not employ news-
papers, their puffers did not blazon it forth, with half the assi-

duity they were known to use on much more trifling occasions.

The question being then put, there appeared for the amend-
ment 5, against it 109.

When the house met, according to their last adjournment, on
the 26th of February, Mr. Gardiner moved a congratulatory

address to the Duke of Rutland, which was unanimously agreed
to ; and on the 1st of March the same gentleman communicated
his Grace's answer to the house. On the same day thirteen

several petitions from counties and populous boroughs were
presented to the House of Commons by their respective renre-
sentatives, praying a reform in the state of the representation
of the people in parliament.'* Amongst other motions on this

• 2 Pari. Deb. p. 389, namely, from the county of Armagh by Mr, Brown-
low, from the county of Meath by Sir Here. L. Rowley, from the county of
Londonderry by the Hon. Edward Gary, from the freemen and freeholders of
the city of Dublin by Mr. Hartley, from the county of Carlow by Sir Richard
Butler, from the county of Loulh'by Mr. Foster, from the gour.t\ of Dublin by
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day, which was properly the first meeting under the Duke of

Rutland, Mr. Annesley Stewart moved, that the proper officer

should lay before the house the grants of looms and wheels

made that year by the trustees of the linen board, and an account

of the particular persons, to whom they were ordered to be
delivered. When General Cunningham said he was sure there

was something rotten at the bottom in the management of that

board : he had improved as much as any man in the kingdom,
and helped manufactures, by establishing m.anufactories, and
assisting poor manufacturers, yet could never obtain a loom,
unless he would accept of it as a particular gift to himself, which
he declined doing. The trustees of the linen board did not

consider themselves, he said, as trustees, but proprietors, some
of whom appropriated thirty looms to themselves.

Mr. Foster wished for the enquiry, as he was convinced

nothing would come to light but what would be to the honour
of the members of the linen board; and the motion was agreed

to unanimously.

The nation now was in the height of a political fever:

elated with what they had obtained ; soured at their disappoint-

ment in being refused what they were taught to believe, was
still wanting to complete their freedom ; the public attempts

both of parliament and government to discredit and dissolve

the volunteers ; the failure in the attempts of the opposition to

procure a reduction of the military establishment at the return

of peace, all tended to foment jealousies between the citizen

and the soldier. A riot had lately happened at Island Bridge,

where the outrages of the soldiery had exceeded the rules of

military discipline or even common humanity. This exaspe-

rated the populace, and in vindictive retaliation, they had
recourse to the barbarous practice of houghing the soldiers,

whenever they found them straggling and off their guard.

* General Luttrell, (afterv/ards Lord Carhampton) therefore

acquainted the house, that he had a motion to make, for the

prevention of a robbery of the worst nature, the robbery of life

and limb, by a cruelty practised there in the 18th century, that

would have astonished the barbarians of the 14th ; it was the

inhuman practice of houghing men for no reason but their

Sir Edward Newnliam, from the county of Cork by the provost, from the
county ofthe town of Urogheda by Mr. William Og-le, from the county of Long'-
ford by Colonel Gore, from the county of I.eitrim by Mr. Peter Latouche, from
the county of Slig-o by Mr. Owen Wynne, from the county of Sligo from Mr.
O'Hara. And on the 5th of the month a similar petition was presented by
Mr. Rowley from the county of Antrim, and another from the inhabitants of
Belfast. A like petition was presented from the county of Down by Mr. Ward
and a counter petition by Mr. Annesley. A like petition was presented by
Mr. Leslie from the county of Monaglian.

* Pari. Debates, p. 419.*
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being soldiers, by the people of -the trade and mystery of

butchers, whose qualifications were a strong arm, a sharp knife,

and a hard heart.

He said, that such acts were sufficient to exasperate meit

against the civil authority, if the officers of the army had not been

watchful to prevent any evil consequences. In the instance of

the Island-bridge riot, the civil povv^er vindicated its authority

;

that immediately after that event, the whole garrison of Duoiin

had been drawn upon the parade, (he v/as himself on duty by

order of General Baugh) the offended inhabitants were encour-

aged to appear on the parade, to pitch on such of the soldiers,

whose persons they could identify, and the offenders were, in

the presence of the high sheriffs, iDoth for city and county, given

up to the civil power, and committed to Newgate.

He was the last man in the house, who would get up to excuse

the soldiery in that instance, and he mentioned the provocation

in mitigation of those proceedings ; for he thought a reverence

for the laws of civil society, and a peaceable demeanour towards

their fellow subjects, was the best part of military discipline.

He quoted the statute of the 5th of Edward VI. whereby

persons, who were only suspected of being guilty of offences

less horiid than the act of houghing, were liable to have their

heads cut off by the parties aggrieved, and the vicinity mulcted

into the bargain; but he observed, that the redress was as barba*

rous as the crime.

That individuals might be urged to retaliation, he asserted,

and as a proof, he alluded to a commanding officer of a regi-

ment of dragoons, who declared to theni aloud in tcrrorem^

that if a man of them were houghed in DubUn, and they did not

the next morning bring him a butcher's head, he would flog

them all; but this was as an additional argument to prove,

that the gratitude for protection ought to supersede the idea o£

revenge.

He then moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to give

better protection to soldiers, and others, against the barbarous

practice of houghing. Which was ordered.

On the 13th of March, Mr. Flood who had lately been ovet

to England, mentioned to the house, that when he last did

himself the honour of moving that house for leave to bring in a

bill for a more equal representation of the people in parliament,

it was the pleasure of the house to negative the proposition by

anticipation, and to declare they would not suffer the bill evento^

be brought in. The subject was sent back to the people, where
it had been discussed with excess of application. The appro-

bation it met could be only equalled by the ardour, with which it

was adopted. The more examination it underwent, the more

VOL. III. K
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it appe?.red founded in right ; and the unanimous and persever-

ing spirit, with which it came back to that house, proved it too

firmly riveted in the hearts of the people, to be easily erased by
an abrupt and unusual mode of refusal. It contained not his

sentiments alone, but the sentiments of the nation, declared

both publicly and privately in every capacit}-. He was there-

fore anxious to return to that kingdom, that he might be in his

place, in order to stand forward in promoting the measure. He
admitted, it would be thought by certain gentlemen injurious

to their private interest, if the constitution were restored to its

original security ; but they must also admit, that it was con-

trary to every principle of right and justice, that individuals

should be permitted to send into that house, two, four, or six

members of parliament, to make a traffic of venal boroughs, aa

if they were household utensils. It seemed a point agreed upon

in England, that a parliamentary reform was necessary ; he

should mention, he said, the opinion given by Lord Chatham,
upon whose posthumous fame the present administration so

firmly stood defended by the nation, though that great and illus-

trious man had been neglected for ten years by the public, and
so large a portion of his valuable life suffered to be lost to the

community. What were his sentiments on that important mat-

ter? His words most strongly enforced its necessity : in his

answer to the address of the city of London, in which he said,

that a reform in parliament was absolutely necessary, in order

to infuse fresh vigour into the constitution, and that rotten bo-

roughs ought to be strucken off. A decision in England had
established that doctrine.

Lord John Cavendish, the late Chancellor of the exchequer,

supported it ; and the borough of Shoreham's measure was
intended to be made general.

Much argument had been drawn against the measure from

the people's overawing that house ; but he asked gentlemen, if

they had not known many benefits to have resulted from the

people's interference with their representatives ? Let them go

back to Lord Carlisle's and some other administrations before

him; was. not parliament, in direct opposition to the sentiments

of the peopk ; and had not they reason to change their opinions

in subsequent administrations, when the sentiments of the peo-

ple without doors overturned those of people within. They
recovered your authority, continued he ; do you restore them
their priviliges.

'i'hey were a body of men, that ought always to be mentioned
with respect in that house, while it continued to enjoy the con-

sequence it had acquired from their exertions. That he would
endeavour to give a concise account of what the nation expect-

ed. That the people should have a real, and not a nominal re-
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presentation. That the unjust privileges of boroughs should

be LibolLshed. That the election of their representatives should

be in the body of the people. And that corruption should be
cheeked in the elected as well as the elector.

It was to be expected, from the natural impetuosity of the

Irish, that the volunteers should violently engage in every pur-

suit, that tended to keep up their consequence, and extend
the cause of liberty, which they had long identified v/ith the

necessity of arming. The generality of them unquestionably

were sanguine for a reform of parliament. They were spirited up
by Mr. Flood, and his friends, loudly and scrongly to urge their

claims of reform : and were on the other hand buoyed up with
the conviction, that parliament dared not to refuse or resist

them. The great contest, was on the second reading^of.Mr.

Flood's bill on the 20th of March, 1784. Mr. P^Ionk'Mason
began the debate, and in a set and able speech, drew together all

the general and particular objections at any time made 'against

attempts at reforming the popular representation in parlia-

ment."^'

Sir Boyle Roche said, the design of the bill was to transfer

the franchise of election from the few to the many; or, in

other words, to deprive the present possessors of the patronage
of boroughs, and give it to another set of men : while thev
were endeavouring to gratify one set of men, they should not
act as tyrants to another. This bill would be a proscriptive

act against the Roman Catholics, who would be all turned out
of their farms to make room for forty shilUng freeholders. The
Roman Catholics were a brave and loyal people ; their loyalty

had been proved in the fire of adversity ; they required only
that portion of liberty, which the legislature should deem con-

sistent with the happiness of their fellow subjects. But if the

constitution were to be broken up, and a nev/ one to be formed,
they had as much right to an equality of representation as any
other set of men. He would, therefore, make an amendment,
" That Protestants be expunged from the bill, and the words
" persons of any religious denomination, inserted in their

" stead."

The Speaker informed them, that the amendment, till the

question before the house, '•'• whether the bill should be com-
mitted," was decided, was premature.

This objection to the bill was also urged by Major (now Ge-
neral) Doyle, who said, " But, Sir, the greatest objection to
" this, is the grievous oppression, that will be thrown upon

* In order that the reader may have before his e3"es at oiie viewtlie grounds
of opposing this attempt at reform,^Mr. Mason's speech is given at full len^i
in the Appendix, No. LXXI.



r6 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

'' three-fourths of as loyal subjects as his majesty can boast of,

'' I mean the Roman Catholics of Ireland ; an enlightened par-
" liament had done away the illiberal prejudices of former ages ;

^' and should they, in the very act of renovation, re-rivet those
" chains, from which that parliament freed them ? That would
" operate cruelly against the Roman Catholic tenant ; for no
" sooner would his lease expire, than he, his wife, and helpless
" children, would be set adrift to make way for the Protestant
" freelioiders, to augment the influence of the petty bashaw
'' of the barony : the proposed extension of the right of suffrage,
'' excluding the Roman Catholic, was adding insult to injury

;

" they brought the cup of liberty to his parched lips, but, like

" Tantalus, precluded him from the taste."

Mr. Grattan so far differed in his patriotic efforts to serve his

country from Mr. Flood, that until they had procured a consti-

tution, he was indefatigable and foremost in every exertion, that

could tend to promote the cause of civil freedom : he had la-

boured incessantly till the year 1782 ; and when Great Britain

had, with superior wisdom end liberality, called upon Ireland to

state her own terms, and had most magnanimously granted

them without stint or cavil, for a time he appeared to rest upon
his oars : he never receded from the principles he avowed

:

though his enemies objected to him, that the relaxation of his

fervour was an effect of the donation of 50,000/, There never

v/as any personal cordiality between Mr. Grattan and Mr.
Flood ; the purity of Mr. Flood's patriotism appears to have
been n^uch questioned, from the recency of its birth, the doubt-

fulness of its parentage, and his intemperance in the indulgence

cf the novelty. On th'.s important debate, Mr. Grattan vras the

only member of the house who did not exceed his usual powers.

He temperately observed, that the question before the house
was, v/hether the bill should be committed ? And that question

should be decided by the principle of the bill, and not by any
defect in its clauses. He believed that bill never would be car-

ried into effect ; but a bill might be formed by correcting all its

defects, still preserving its principles. The committee was the

place to make alteration or improvement.

That the bill v/as an innovation on the constitution, he de-

nied ; the fundamental principles of the constitution were abused
by the corruption of boroughs, and if they were so, reformation

had become necessary. That bill went to first principles ; it

was an innovation upon abuse ; but a renovation of the consti-

tution. What was the octennial bill ; what were the election

laws, but innovations upon abuses, and renovations of first prin-

ciples ? Their forefathers v/ere not so apprehensive of innova-

tion : the great charter was an innovation upon tyranny : the

bill of rights was also such an innovation ; but they were both

restorations of the people's rights.
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It was said, that the bill would increase both the oligarchicri

nnd democratical factions of the state ; that was impossible ;

the power of the commons and of the people, w^ere the same

;

and he was a bad man, who would wish to separate them. It

was not three hundred gentlemen sitting in parliament, that

were the commons of Ireland, but those gentlemen and their

constituents together: it w^as that alliance, that gave strength

and loiigevitv to the constitution, which long ago vfouid have
fallen under tyranny, if not supported by the people ; that was
the cause why the constitution of England had not fallen, as

that of France had done, for want of such an invigorating prin-

ciple.

Another argument was, " that we ought not to disfranchise

those persons, who at present enjoy the right of voting in bo-

roughs ; but could that be called a franchise, wliich w^as used as

a private property, eidier to be sold or given away ? Bc.:idLS,

they imposed no hardships on those people, but what the law
had already imposed ; for the law of the land disallowed the

selling seats in parliament.

He had declared his approbation of the principle of the bill,

and would vote to have it committed ; so lar would he go, and
no farther: he would not commit the parliament, nor give their

consent to any act or resolution, or expression injurious to the

commons, because that would be to discredit their authority,

and impeach the law-makers ; and what had they been contend-
ing for, but the supremacy of their parliament ? He acknow-
ledged their constitution had some defects, but such as it was,
it was the best existing ; and though it might be a proper sub-
ject for reform, it ought not to be the subject of calumny. Mr.
Pitt had set a proper example : animated with his father's pa-
triotic spirit, he v/ished to invigorate the constitution of his

country, to supply it with strength, and remedy its infirmities

;

but he felt a dutiful respect, which restrained him from any
violent or rash proceeding. He knew, that if by any excess

of the reformer, a reform were onL;e lost, every hope must pe-

rish with it.

Gentlemen had intimated, that discontents might prevail

among the volunteers and the people, if that measure should be
rejected ; he doubted not there might be some little ebullition

;

but nothing less than a miracle could convince him, tliat they
would ever violate the public peace and good order ; they were
restrained by the constitution they possessed, and by the fame,
which they had acquired. When he declared that opinion of
the volunteers, he knew he spoke before men, who in conjunc-
tion w^ith them, had done more than the barons at Runnymede,
or the convention parliament ; men who had acquired more by
wisdom and discretion, than others with the sword. He did
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not like the distinction, which said, the people, and not parlia-

ment, acquired the great objects, for which that country lately

contended : the distinction was not just or true ; they were ac-

quired by an happy concurrence and union of both.

Who acquired the free trade ? The House of Commons.
Who acquired the repeal of the 6th of George the 1st ? The

House of Commons.
Who restored the appellant jurisdiction ? The House of

Commons.
Who framed an Irish mutiny bill ? The House of Com-

mons.
In a word, who obtained all, that could be demanded or de-

sired ? The House of Commons, backed, not bullied, by the
volunteers ; supported, but not intimidated. The volunteers

never did, nor never would attempt to overawe that parliament,

under which they formed; that parliament, which they had
pledged their lives and fortunes to support.

As the principle of the bill went to a reform, he would vote
for having it go into a committee ; the defective clauses might
there be altered, as was done in the case of the bill for relieving

their Catholic fellow-subjects, which he had the happiness to

support. The right honourable gentleman who introduced that

bill, being convinced of its imperfection, consented to a total

alteration of its form, retaining its principle and spirit ; the
same thing might be done with this bill ; and he sincerely

wished it the same effect.

About four o'clock on Sunday morning, the question, whe-
ther the bill should be committed, wg,s put, and on a division,

the numbers were....

Ayes - - 85
Noes - - 159

Thus, for the present, was put an end to the grand question
of reform in parliament. The majority of 74 was too decisive

not to deter the partisans of reform from attempting any thing
further upon the subject. Two other objects of great national

importance were brought before parliament that session ; the
regulation of the revenue, by Mr. Grattan, and the improve-
ment of commerce, by Mr. Gardiner : the first on the 31st of
March,* the last on the 2d of April.f
The backwardness of the parliament in seconding the wishes

of several of the armed associations, and their assumption of a

* The speeches of Mr. Grattan and of Mr. Beresford, lay open the whole
system of revenue in Ireland at that time, and are to be seen in the Appendix,
No. LXZII.

t Mr. Gardiner's speech is given in the Appendix, No. LXXIII. as a most
valuable piece of historical information on tlie commerce of Ireland.
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Yight to give instructions to, and watch the motions of their

constituerts in parliament, had so sharpened the rancour and
animosity of the people, that they flew out into the most auda-

cious outrages. On the 5th of April, a complaint Was made to

the house of a breach of privilege, by several persons riotously

breaking into the house; two of the persons guilty of the of-

fence, having been seized by the serjeant at arms, were ordered
to be prosecuted, and immediately Mr. Foster moved a com-
mittee to enquire into the conduct of the magistrates of the city

of Dublin, respecting an outrageous mob, which had broken
into the house that day, and behaved riotously and abusively to

several of the members, in which it was unanimously resolved,

that an address should be presented to the lord-lieutenant, that

he would be pleased to issue a proclamation, offering such reward
as he should think proper, for the discovery of such persons,

as had been concerned in tumultuously breaking into the house,
or who had incited or encouraged others thereto -, and on the
san: ; day a complaint was made of several paragraphs in a
printed newspaper, Inti^^uled, " The Vo/unteer^s Journal^ or

Irish Herald^"* published that morning; which being read, it

was unanimously resolved, that the said paper was a daring,

false, scandalous, and seditious libel on the proceedings of that

house, tending to promote discontents among his majesty's

subjects, to create groundless jealousies between that kingdom
and Great Britain, to alienate the affections of the people from
his majesty's government, and to excite an opposition to the

laws of the land : and it was ordered, that the printer and pub-
lisher of the paper should forthwith attend the house.

On the same day Mr. Foster moved, that the printer and
publisher of The Evemng Chronicle^ should also be brought to

the bar of the house, the same seditious and libellous paragraphs
having also appeared in that paper: and almost immediately
after, he reported from the committee appointed to enquire into

the conduct of the magistrates on that occasion. The house
came to the following resolutions, viz.

" Resolved., That it appears to this committee, that the Right
*' Hon. Thomas Green, the lord mayor, received notice on Mon-
*' day last, at nine o'clock, from Mr. Secretary Orde, that he
** had information of an intended tumult in the city on that day;
" and that the lord mayor had seen, on Sunday evening last, one
" of the seditious hand-bills, which were dispersed throughout
** the city on that day.

" Resohed., That it appears to this committee, that notwith-
" standing such information, the said lord mayor did not take
" any step to prevent the tumultuous rising of the people, which
" happened in this city on Monday last^
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" Resolved^ That it appears to this committee, that the said

** lord ma}'or has not acted with that caution and prudence which
" becomes the magistrate of thi's city.'^

Mr. Griffith said, he thougiit the lord mayor had acted with a

becoming regard for the principles of the constitution. Ke had
refrained from calling on a military force, which the constitution

abhors, until compelled by the last extremity. In doing this,

he was warranted by the prudent and constitutional advice of

Mr. Speaker.

The Prime Serjeant said, that the lord mayor had entered

upon his office at a time, when the city was in the most perfect

state of tranquillity, and when its police was much more com-
pletely regulated, than ever it had been at any former period.

In that state, his predecessor's great ability and unv/earied appli-

cation to the duties of his high of^xe, had left the city ; but

hardly had Mr. Green entered upon his year of mayoralty, when
he, who had b'^en an active officer in the county of Vv'^icklow,

suffered every thing to run into disorder ; the streets became
impassable, riots became frequent, and every duty neglected.

The man who could so far forget himself, as not to prevent such

tumults as had arisen, he said, must be considered as little

better than an accomplice, and tlierefore, though with infinite

reluctance he should consent to any thing disgraceful to a ma-
gistrate, he thought Mr. Greene ought to be censured.

The Recorder and Alderman Warren supported the lord

HKiyor, as did Mr. Hartley.

Mr. Hayes, of the county of Wicklow, said, that he had

for many years known the lord mayor in that county, where he

was esteemed a worthy public spirited man, and an active up-

right magistrate.

U}X}n a dl\ ision there appeared, for censuring the lord mayor
35, and 17 against it.

Among other matters then pending. Sir John Blaquiere's

paving bill had created discontent amongst a large part of the

citizens of Dublin, and many of them had petitioned against

it.^ On the 7th of the month, Mr. Alderman Warren said,

that such vv^as the tenor of that bill, as induced the inhabitants

to think it inexpedient, agreeable to the petitions presented on
the preceding day; that to prevent the grievances arising there-

from, counsel ought to be heard, who were ready to attend at

the bar.

Sir Boyle Roche dissented, not only in approving of the'

principles of the bill, but also thought it repugnant to the dig-

:
* 3 Pari. Debates. Although the petition were presented, yet was it not

accepted by tlie liouse, which rejection irritated the populace very much:
even the presentation of' it is not noticed iii the Journals.
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vAty of that house, to pay attention to the solicitations of an
unruly people. He wanted to know if it were not an insult to

Che house, to have petitions OiTered up by ringleaders of mobs.
He then entered into a detail of his being surrounded by a rio-

tous mob near the Tholsei, and challenged by them to know, if

he were not an abettor of Sir John Blaquiere's bill; but as a
guiltless man, that could never be intimidated, he declared he
was ; in consequence of v/hich, he found hims If ingulphed in

a vortex, whence he could not extricate himself; and on
demanding who they w^ere, he received for answer, that

they were the aggregate body. Thus he perceived, that if

Napper Tandy thought proper to go into the remotest recesses
of that city, and excite the inhabitants to acts of desperation,

these meetings were to be legalized by the specious appellation
of aggregate bodies: ,

The Recorder, in the strongest terms, reprobated the whole
bill, as a system of unexampled tyranny and oppression. It

placed, he said, in the hands of a set of low persons, (for com-
missioners acting for 150/. a year could be no other) a power to
fine and torment with all the insolence of authority, every citi-

zen of Dublin. It gave them power to raise taxes, and to borrow
money; to summon whomsoever they thought proper before
their tribunal : and upon neglect or disobedience, to impose a fine

of 40/. By this inquisitorial act, the father would be compelled
to give evidence against his sen, and the son against his father

before that honourable board.

The principle of the bill, he said, was utterly repugnant to
the law and constitution; and although the mover of the bill

expressed his readiness to admit of any reasonable amendment
to it, that could be suggested, he objected to the whole prin-

ciple, as utterly incapable of being modelled to the public
benefit.

In this licentious disposition of the public mind, Mr. Foster
had been particularly marked as an object of obloquy^' in the

* This appears to have been the case from what Mr. Gardiner remarked
in the debate. *' The continuation of abuse, v/hich is tlirown upon one of the
most virtuous characters in this house ; a man, to whom the trade and ag-ri-

culture of Ireland is more indebted, than to any other person living-, demon-
strates the necessity of tlie bill. No man can serve this country as things .

are now conducted, without becoming' at one time or other the object of
calumny. I have experienced this myself, thoug-h now I happen to be a
favourite, possibly with as little reason, as my right honourable friend is the
mark for obloquy.

*• The licentiousness of the press is so great, that no man can rest one hour
secure, that his character will not become the prey of some hireling- defamer.
A bill, therefore, to secure character from malignant attacks, is absolutely
necessary. Nothing can be more moderate than the principle of that v. hlch
is now before us. It allows every man to publish whatever he thinks p-oper,

VOX,. III. t
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newspapers : he therefore brought in a bill for restraining the

liberty of the press, which was the only remaining subject of
importance, that was agitated in parliament during the session.'

It was then opposed by some of the opposition.

On the 2d reading of the bill. Sir Edward Crofton said, he
was astonished that a bill of such a dangerous tendency to th^

constitution, and so violent an attack on the liberty of the sub-

ject, should be agitated in such thin houses. He considered

the press as the strongest bulvv'ark of the constitution ; and as

he valued that constitution, would resist any measure of a ten-

dency to lessen its securities. He then moved, that the second
reading be postponed to the 1st of August.
Mr. Foster said, that it was highly tmjust to suppose any

injury intended to the liberty of the press by the bill in ques-

tion ; the manifest design of that bill was to preserve the liberty

of the press, by curbing its licentiousness, which of late had
grown to such a degree of enormity, as to become a national re-

proach. The bill was not intended as a restraint upon any man,
to prevent his publishing his sentiments or opinions. If the bill

should pass, every man would hereafter be at full libert)^ to pub-
lish whatever he should think proper, with this difference only,

that if a jury of his countrymen should deem such publication a

false, scandalous, or malicious libel, he would be answerable.

After a very warm debate, the house divided, 22 for the ad-

journment, and 77 against it. On a subsequent day Mr. Brown-
low supported the bill ; and Mr. Grattan said, the necessity of

the first clause of the bill, that for making known the real name of

the printer or proprietor of every nevfspaper, was apparent, and
if carried with unanimit}', would produce the most salutary con-

sequence. There was one paper, said he, that teemed with ex-

hortations and incitements to assassination, which daily publish-

ed such atrocious matter, as would not be suffered in any other

country existing. Parliament v/as called upon to check such

proceedings, and to guard the liberty of the press from the inju-

ry it might receive, through the scandalous and licentious con-

duct of the newspapers. He had no idea of wounding the li-

berty of the press ; but if it v/ere suffered to go on in the way it

then did, one of two things would ensue ; it would either excite

the unthinking to acts of desperation, or it would itself fall into

utter contempt, after having disgraced the nation. To prevent

either of which consequences, he thought parliament called upon
to interfere consonant to the spirit of the constitution, not by
imposing any new penalty, nor by compelling printers to have

only making hira res^nsible for what he does publish. This is simply the
principle of the bill ; if there be any defect in its clauses, that may be reme-
died by going' into a committee." 3 Pari. Rebates, p. 162.
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their publications licensed, but merely to oblige them to put

their names to their newspapers.

The House of Commons had ordered their Serje:\nt at Arms
to take the publishers and printers ct" the offensive newspapers
out of the custody of the civil power, and coipmit them over to

military escorts, under which th^y v/ere more cruelly and se-

verely treated, than they could have been by the civil power.
Against these illegal stretches qf power, some of the wannest
patriots vehemently exclaimed. Although the bulk of the house
were against them, the agitation of the question upon the unwar-
rantable exercise of a rigour so manifestly beyond the law,

produced in that ferment* of the public mind the veiy worst of

consequences.

* General Luttrell, who was at no time a popular faviourite, may by seme
be suspected of having' exag-g-erated the trutii, vvhen on the 12th of April, he
said in the house, no country was ever disgraced in tlie nr.anncr Ireland had
lately been ; nuthmg less than essays in praise of murder, investigating the
diiferent means, by wiiich it might be perpetrated, and giving preference to the
poigiiard as ti;e most certain and least dangerous to tiie assassin. The^e was
no place in the world where excitements to murder wonld be permitted ; arid

if the mobs tliere committed murders, they mast be attributed to the news-
printers, who, not content with assassinating characters, had proceeded to the
shedding of blood. The bill before tliem, woUitl, he hoped, remedy that enor-

mity, and also another, which they had lately imported from London, that is,

the raising contributions by defaming, or threa.tening to defame innocent jier-

SDus. He hoped a newBpapcr would no longer be able to say, give me so

much money, or your character sliall be destroved by calumny. This is like

the means used to raise contributions by a set of infamous miscreants in Eng-
land, against whose practices the legislature of that country was compelled to

exert itself; they used to thrcatep persons, that if not paid for silence,, they
would accuse them of crimes, which to mention, shocks our nature : how nmch
better, he asked, hare been the practices of some news-printers here ?

Mr. Gardiner, however, who v, as at th.at time the prime favourite of the
peo|)le, as he was the avowed advocate of tiie distressed manufacturers, thus
coniirmedthe General's statement :...." I iiave been in some degree, the inno-
*' cent cause of tlie disturbances that have prevailed of late ; bat 1 trust the
" house will do me the jujitice to recollect, that I did declare in November
*^ last, upon the very first appearance of them, that if the people v/ould not dq-
*' sist from all violence, and demean themsebes in a peaceable manner, I

" would abandon the cause, which I had undertaken. And could I have
*' foreseen the tumults that have happened, I certainly would have been as
" good as my v/ord ; nor will 1 in future ever undertake the smallest thing' fou
" the relief of the manufacturers, if the people continue to act so improperly
^' as of late they have d.-ne ; and I hope the gentlemen who divided with me
*' upon the question of protectiiig duties, will make the same determination.

" As to die !nil now before us, the first clause is on ail hands admitted;
" and the necessii}' of the last, (by which the hawker of any unstamped, in-
'• ilammatory, or libellous paper, may be compelled to prove from whom he
" received it,) is obvious. It was by the inflammatory hand-bill lately dis-
*' persed, that all this tumult has been excited, as I am well assured by the
" working people tliemselves, who declared, that they had no idea of stirring-

" till they sa.v it.

" I must say once more, tliat liad I foreseen what was to happen, I never
** would have undertaken the cause of the manufacturers ; and 1 feel mvself
<* extremely hurt at tiie^ improper conduct of the working" people ; I lame^it it
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Towards the close of the session Lord Hilwa.rlin'3 motion in

the House of Commons for a special address to the lord lieute-

nantj declaratory of their approbation of his Grace's just and wise
administration, produced some YQiry angry debates for several

days. The treasury bench resounded with the highest eulogies

of the peculiar and signal advantages of the Duke of Rut-
laiid's administration. His most impressive panegyrist vras

Mr. Foster who in answer to the three chief arguments from the

opposition benches, namely that the people was discontented, that

the session had been disgraceful, and that the House of Com-
mons v/as unpopular, thus expressed himself. " They say, the
" people have cause to be discontented. I deny it, unless they
" mean that cause, which no human pov/er could prevent, the
'' inclemency of the late season. The utmost efforts indeed
^' have been made to alleviate it, by the corn bill and other mea-
" sures : I know the news-papers have taken pains to inflame
" the public mind, and to irritate the passions of the people^
" by false and seditious vrritings ; and those, v/ho credit the
" falsehoods of newspapers may be discontented, but I will not
" believe, that there are many such ; the more reasonable and
" discerning persons cannot be misled, they must see, that their
" representatives have been watchful of their interests, and that
" that session of parliament had been distinguished by many
" wise and beneficial acts. They say, that it has been a dis-

" graceful session. He had sat many sessions, and he never knew
" one wherein so many good acts had been passed, or more pub-
*' lie benefits procured. They said, that house v/as unpopular :

" unpopular it might be with the promoters of discontent and
'' sedition, but it v/as popular with the v/ise and discerning : it

^' would be a fatal day to Ireland, when the people should quar-
" rel v/;th their parliament. The privileges of that house were
" the privileges of the people : its strength v/as their's, and if
'''' they failed to support its strength and its privileges they were
" undone."

The cry on the other hand from the opposition benches was
for what bounties received from the Duke of Rutland were the

people of Ireland to offer up their thanksgiving? Was it for the

1 ejection of their favourite bill to reform the representation in

that house, and to renovate the constitution ? Was it for the pre-

cipitate dismissal of the equalization bill, without deigning it any
offer of redress, any slight promise from the minister to sooth the

disappointed? Was it for that lenient and equitable act the post-

office bill, the adoption of which from a former administration

** on their own account, because parliament never will be driven into mea-
" sures; and tliough otherwise what I promised might be taken up and car-
" ried into effect, perhaps in a less degree, yet while riot and disturbance con-
" tinue, nothing- can be done."
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only aggravated the injury? Was it for the contemptuous rejection

ofevery resolution proposed there, to enforce the residence of cer-
tain absentee great ofiicers of the state, who drew immense sala-

ries rrom that kingdom, and squandered them in another, inatten-

tive to, and negligent of the duties annexed to these offices ? Was
it for filling the streets of the capital of that free country with aii

armed host, not amenable to the control, and derogatory to the
privileges of its peaceful citizens ? Or was it for the transform-
ing the House of Commons into a court of star chamber, and
converting the Castle from an Irish court to a French bastile,

or a Grenada inquisition ? The thanks the people owed for

such benevolences were in fact rendered by the torrent of dis-

approbation and discontent out of doors, which roiled (from
shore to shore of that kingdom, loudly proclaiming their dis-

approbation of the administration of his Grace of Rutland In
toto.

The origirial address, which was highly flattering to the lord
lieutenant, was carried by a very decided majority.* After-

* The following- was the address presented to the lord lieutenant (11 Joum.
Com. p. 282.)

To his Grace Charles Duke of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant General and Ge-
neral Governor of Ireland.

The Kumble address of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses in pai-liament
assembled.

" May it please your Grace,

" WE his majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
" commons of Ireland, in parliament assembled, see with particular satisfac-
" tion the arrival of that period, which calls upon us to review the various
" measures of our session, and to testify to your Grace thereupon the waiin
" sense of our obligation and duty.

*' We have at once to congratulate ourselves, and to acknowledge the good-
" ness of our sovereign, in the appointment of a chief governor, who by atten-
" tion to regulate his conduct by our v.islies, hath fully confirmed the' justice
"of that er.rly conHderxe, which we zealously professed in the liberality of
** his disposition, and tlie spirit of his. hereditary virtues; a just estimation
*' of sucli qualities must ever render him the favourite of a spirited and gene-
** rmis nation.

** We are persuaded, that his majesty liath observed with pleasure our at-
" tention to those objects, which were recommended to our dehberation at
" the opening of the session, and has graciously accepted the assurance of
" satisfaction, which we have repeatedly expressed in tlie blessings of our
*' happy constitution.

" And when we reflect upon the measures we have taken to ensure a con-
" stant supply of corn under every possible circumstance ; upon the prospect
*« of benefit in the management of the revenue ; upon our attention to make
" the additional security of private property a cause of increase to the na-
*' tional credit; upon our provision for the improvement of the metropolis;
** and our encouragement of useful establishments, and of various branches of
*' trade and manufacture, we doubt not of receiving the true reward of our
" services, in the approbation of our .sovereign, and in the gratitude of our fel-
** low-subjects.
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wards Mr. Griffith moved an address to his majesty, which
spoke more dubiously of the lord lieutenant's exertions to

second the calls of the country for il^e improvement of manu-
factures and other commercial advantages, v/hich was so mode-
rate and so transcendently true, that Mr. Foster, fearing to

permit it to go to a vote, artfully compromised the matter, and
brought over Mr. Griffith to the treasury bench, where v/ith the

alteration of some few words, which Mr. Griffith did not con-

sider very material, such an address was settled as should meet
with no opposition. Mr. Griffith in concluding a very warm
and impressive speech, before he moved his original address,

added these emphatical words. He hoped, " that no man would
" be bold enough to move the previous question upon it, the
*' previous question, that political bowstring., with which the
" mutes of the Castle strangle every honest subject, whi*h they
" dare not openly arraign." The address amended and settled

by Mr. Foster, which was voted unanimously, was, " That his
*' faithful commons humbly begged leave to approach his ma-
*' jesty's throne with hearts full of gratitude for the many bles-

" sings they enjoyed under his wise and benignant government:
*' and at the same time to express to his majesty the deep concern
*' they felt for those distresses, which affected many of the
" lower ranks of manufacturers in that kingdom. That his faith-

" ful commons begged leave humbly to represent to his majesty,
*' that his majesty's subjects in Ireland had always been a loyal

" people, and had, on every occasion, manifested the warmest
" attachment to his majesty's royal person and family.' That as

" We reflect with true pride and satisfaction upon the solid advantages,
*' which have been obtained for this country within a very short period. We
" are aware of the situation of the empire, and the peculiar circumstances,
^ which have prevented the adjustment of some points, which concern our
" trade and Tnanufactures, and we rely upon the readiness of your Grace's
** liberal and benevolent assistance for the furtherance of such practical mea-
** sures as deliberate wisdom and g^neroiis policy may adapt to our real
** necessities and general interests.

" As guardians of the rights and safety of our fellow subjects, as well as
" assertors of the national honour, we have felt ourselves called upon to ex-
*' press our abhorrence of t«midt and of seditious publications ; zealous to
*' uphold the true spirit of the constitution, we have made it the object of our
*' unanimous resolution to defend its genuine liberty against the attacks of
*' licentiousness.

*' We have not suffered to escape ouV grateful obser^'ation the early anxiety,
" which your Grace manifested to remove every apprehension of party preju-
** dices or partial charges in the councils or measures^of government. We
*•' feel and acknowledge the benefits arising from such a principle ; we have
*' studied to shew a sincere disposition to confirm them, by a liberal imita-
*' tion ; andv/e sliall be zealous to concur indiffusil^g throughout every part of
*' the kingdom the successful influence of so happy an exampte. Convinced
** as we are of the importance to this kingdom of a steady and permanent
" adminlstralion, it is our ardent wish, that his majesty jpay lor/g^ continue
'' your Grace in the government of Ireland."
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" they were deeply impressed with his majesty's paternal care
" and affection, they entertained the warmest hopes that the
" interval between the close of the present session and the
" beginning of the next would afford sufficient opportunity for
" forniing a wise and well digested plan for liberal arrangement
" of commercial intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland
*' to be then brought forward. That his faithful commons
" humbly begged leave to assure his majesty, that such a plan,
** formed upon the broad basis of reciprocal advantages, would
'' be tiie most effectual means of strengthening the empire at
'' large, and cherishing the common interest and brotherly
" affection of both kingdoms."

The parliament was pro-rogued en the 1-kh of May, 1784, and
the lord lieutenant concluded the Session with a ^'speech appro-

priate to the important and critical situation of the kingdom.
That was the first time the Duke of Rudand had personally

addressed the parliament. The difficulties of the session were
greater from without, than from within the walls of the senate.

It appears from the efforts of some of the members upon the
armed associations when the session was over, that attempts were
made to cari"]^' the questions lost in parliament by a majority out
of it. After the prorogation the discontent and violence of the

*Mv Lords and Gentlemen,
** IN addressing- you for the first time in'parliament, at the

" close of the session, I embrace with pleasure the occasion, which is afforded
** me of returning.you my affectionate acknowledgment for the cordiality of
** my reception, and the early assurances of your confidence. And I am at
** the same time highly gratified in being authorized to communicate to you
"the sentiments of perfect satisfaction with which his majesty approves of
** your exertions for the public welfare.

** Gentlemen of the HausE of Commons,
" I am happy in obeying his majesty's commands, to thank you for the

** cheerfulness with Vv-hich you have made provision for the exigencies and
** honour of his government. Let me assure you, on my part, that the readi-
*' ness with which you have granted supplies stimulates my utmost atten-
** tion and care, that they shall be managed with ceconomy, and applied witli
*' prudence.

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
** You will have much satisfaction in reflecting, that the various objects

" which, ift consequence of the acknowledged independence of the legislature,
*' were recommended for your deliberations, at the opening of this session,
** have been diligently pursued and accomplished.

'* You have wisely given your sanction to the extraordinary expedients,-
*' which it has been necessary to employ in order to preserve the kingdom
•* from famine ; and I feel great satisfaction in the prospect, that they wall be
•• prevented for the future, by tiie new and judicious arrangement of your corn
" laws, and the improved extension of your agriculture.

*' I see with pleasure the exertions of an hunuane and liberal principle,
•* which has prompted }ou to give encoura,gement to the national industry, by
•' fuvoorabl© reg'ulaUons an4 well directed bounties. I have warmly at heart
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people rather increased than diminished. The populace ffe-

quendy assembled, and committed unjastifiable outrages; they

attacked the houses and persons of shopkeepers^ who were sus-

pected of not favouring the non-importatipn agreement, and in

some instances they proceeded after the American fashion

to the desperate measure of " tarring and feathering." Some
of the most daring received punishment: and the mob once

proceeded to such extremities, that one of the high sheriffs,

Mr. Kirkpatrick, in endeavouring to suppress them, received a

severe wound in the head, and matters would have proceeded

to more serious consequences, had not a party of the military,

headed by another magistrate, fortunately came to the sheriff's

assistance.

As the principal objection to the introduction of Mr. Flood's

bill for a parliamentary reform was, that it originated with an

armed body, it was now thought expedient to attempt the mea-

sure in some way less exceptionable. The sheriffs and chief

magistrates were therefore called upon to convene the inhabi-

tants of their respective counties, fully to discuss that measure ;

and such a meeting having been convened at Dublin on the fth

of June, 1784-, at which the high sheriffs presided, the following

resolutions were agreed to, viz.

« the advancement of j'our trade, and the success cf all your manufactures,
" and I shall not fail eitlier to consider, or to represent those instances where-
" of the peculiar circumstances of the empire have hitherto prevented %
•* full investigation, and v/hich shall be fuund to require a further adjust-
** ment.
" The useful reg-ulations proposed to be introduced into the collection and

•' management of the revenue ; the security of private property, and exten-
*• sion of national credit, by depositing in the bank of Ireland, the money of
•• suitors in the courts of chancery and exchequer; the plans for improving
*' the metropolis, calculated not more for ornament and splendour, than for

«* health and convenience ; your unanimous determination to defend the free-

•* dom of the constitution against the attacks of licentiousness ; and your
** attention to the support of charitable institutions, are all unequivocal testi-

** monies of your wisdom, humanity, and justice.

• I have not failed to convey to our sovereign the satisfaction you have so
•* decidedly expressed in the blessings of that happy constitution, which you
*' enjoy under his majesty's auspicious government. Sensible as you are of
** those eminent advantages, it can hardly be necessary for me to desire, that
*« you should be attentive to impress them on the minds of others, over whom
*» your superiority of rank and information must and ought to give you a just
«' and benevolent influence.

*« I have a sure confidence, that during your residence in your respective
*• counties, you will setk to direct and encourag-e the industry of your neigh-
«* bourhood, in the pursuits best adapted to their situations, and by which
«* the community at large may be most efFeqtually benefited. You will point
*' out to them the real resources of a free and fertile country, under the bles-

*• sings of peace, and the mild protection of the laws ; and you will not suffer

" misapprehensions to perplex, or false informations to misguide them.
" It is my happiness and pride to reflect, that our united attention has been,

" and is directed to the same objects, of maintaining and advancing the rights,
*• the dignity, and the prosperity of Ireland, and tlie g'cneral Interests of the
" empire."
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" Resolved un^mmGV.sly^ That the present imperfect represent
*' tation, and the long duration of parliaments, are unconstitu-
" tional, and intolerahie grievances.
" Resohed unanimously, That the voice of the commons of

" Ireland is no less necessary for every legislative purpose, than
" that of either the sovereign or the lords ; and therefore the
" people claim it as their just, inherent, unalienable privilege, to
" correct abuses in the representation, whenever such abuses
'' shall have so increased as to deprive them of their constitu-

tional share in their own government.

Resolved unanimously. That the people of Ireland have,

and always had a clear, unalienable, and indefeasible right to
" a frequency of elections, as well as to an adequate and equal
" representation, founded upon stronger grounds than that
" of any act or acts of parliament; and that the attainment
*' of those constitutional important objects, is the most effectual
" expedient for restoring and securing the independence of par-
'' liamcnt.
" Resolved unanimously, That the present inadequate repre-

" sentation, and the long duration of parliaments, destroy that
" balance, -svhich by our constitution should subsist between the
" three estates of the legislature, render the members of the
" House of Commons independent of the people, procure de-
" termined majorities in favour of every administration, and
" threaten either an absolute monarchy, or that still more odious
" government, a tyrannical aristocracy.

" Resolved unanimously. That the majority of the House of
" Commons is not chosen by the people, but returned by the
" mandates of peers of the realm and others, either for indigent
" boroughs, where scarce an)^ inhabitants reside, or for con-
" siderable cities and tovais, where the elective power is vested
*' in a few.

" Resolved unanimously. That the venality and corruption of
" the present House of Commons evinced by the many arbitra-
" ry acts passed in the last session, and the contempt and indig-
" nity, with which they treated the applications and petitions of
** the constituent body, oblige us now to request the people at
*' large to unite with us in the attainment of a more adequate
" representation, and in petitions to the throne for a dissolution
" of the present parliament.
" Resolved unanimously, That the strength of a nation con-

" sists in the union of its inhabitants.
*' Resolved (with one dissenting voice), That a participation

" in general rights must for ever engage mankind to operate
" most effectually for each other.

VOL. III. M



90 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

" Rcfiolved therefore (with one dissenting voice), That to ex-
" tend ihe rights of suffrage to our Roman Catholic brethren,
" still preserving in its fullest extent the present Protestant go-
" vernment of this country, would be a measure fraught with
" the happiest consequences, and would be highly conducive to
" civil liberty.

" Resolved unanimously, That a committee of tv^enty-one
*^ gentlemen be now appointed to prepare an address to the peo-
" pie, requesting their co-operation with us ; and also> a petition
*' to his majesty, stating our grievances, and praying a dissolu-
" tion of the present corrupt parliament, in whom we cannot
*' place any trust or confidence, and that they report the same
" to this body on Monday the 21st of June instant."

The committee having at a future meeting made their report,

the following address to the people of Ireland was agreed to and
published by that meeting.

" Friends and Countrymen,

" Permit us, the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, with all

" the affection due to fellov^- subjects, and that anxiety which
" every citizen must feel for his native coimtry, to address you on
" the most important subject, that ever engrossed the attention
" of a free people,

" Long and painfully have we endured, in common with you
*' all, the miseries arising from the abuse of power, and the well
'' known defects in the present state of representation in the
'' Com.mons House of parliam.ent; defects tending to the total

" annihilation of our boasted form of government, and produc-
" tive of the highest oppression to the inhabitants of this loyal

" and independent nation.
" It is with reluctance we find carselves compelled to enter

" into a detail of grievances, which being felt by all, cannot be
*' unknown to any. But whilst we consider it prudent to justify

" our proceedings to the world, we must intreat your indul-
" gence, if we state particulars, Vv-hich might otherwise be thought
" unnecessary.

" Perfectly sensible must you be of that aristocratic influence,
" which has rendered the representation of the people merely
" nominal, and destroyed that equal balance in the three estates

" of the legislature, on which alone depends the existence of
*^ our glorious constitution. You have beheld the charters
" granted to divers boroughs in this kingdom, entitling the bo-
" dies thereby incorporated to a return of representatives,
'' abused and perverted to the most destructive purposes, inso*
*' much that the intention of the crown in establishing these bo-
" rough towns, has been frustrated by the artful practices of
" designing men j and persons retirnied to parliament from de-
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" populated places, where scarce any inhabitants exist, or for

'' considerable cities and towns, where the eltctive franchise is

" confined to a few. Nor is it less notorious, that the pro-
*' prietors of the soil, where such depopulated boroughs once
*' stood, have dared to usurp a power of selling seats to mem-
*' hers in the present House of Commons, and by such unwar-
" rantabie and corrupt means have those purchasers become il-

'' legal representatives of the people.
" Convinced by dear-bought txpericnce of the many evils

" from hence arising, we have joined in every measure to ob-
" tain redress, which has hitherto been pointed out to us by the
*^ complaining voice of an injured and insulted kingdom ; but
" unhappily, we have as yet found every attempt ineffectual

" to restore the constitution to its pure and primitive princi-
'' pies.

" in vain did the noble assertors of liberty, composing the
" volunteer army of Ireland (arrayed and embodied at their ov/n
" expence, the unexampled protectors of their countr}- against
*' foreign foes and domestic usurpation), adjust by their dele-
" gates, iigreeable to the desire of this nation, a more equal re-

" presentation, solemnly and deliberately agreed upon. In vain
*' did the united voice of the eh ctors of this kingdom, through
" every free coimtry, city, and borough, declare itself in favour
" of such plan of reforrn, ahd instruct their several representa-
" tives to support the same. In vain was an attem.pt made by
" the real friends of their country to introduce such plan into
" parliament, and obtain it the sanction of a law. The baneful
" influence of corruption and venalitj^ prevented any success ;

" and with equal folly and audacity, were the justifiable demands
" of the people treated with ignominy and contempt.

*' Had the persons thus obtruded into the parliament, of this

" kingdom considered it witli a due degree of justice and mo-
" deration, possibly the legality of their title to a share in its le-

" gislature might have remained unexamined, or at least uncon-
" troverted. But when usurpation is foUovv^ed by injury and in-

'' suit, that nation must be composed of slaves indeed, which
*'' can tamely submit, Vv'ithout any exertion in its defence.

'* But the policy of our oppressors lost sight of this principle,

" and not content with the exercise of an authority unconstitu-
" tionaily derived, they have extended it to the entire destruc-

"tion of our most valuable rights, and our civil and commer-
" cial interests.

" Hence it is, that during the last session of parliament the
" most wanton and reiterated acts of oppresion have been mui-
" tiplied

;
pergonal liberty has been rendered insecure

;
pro-

" tecting duties (adopted by every wise nation) refused ; our
" chartered rights infringed j the subject unconstitutionally and
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" illegally imprisoned ; the trial by jury in many instances sus-
'

" pended ; the freedom of the press (that grand palladium of all

" our liberties) violated ; an infamous power given to expose
*' and restrain private correspondence ; a large standing army
" kept up in the time of profound peace ; that badge of slavery
" the stamp act, so disgracefully altered, as to make it a still

" greater grievance, and taxation unnecessarily augmented, to
" the general ruin of the nation. Such are the proceedings of a
'' parliament, in which the members of the House of Commons
*' do not really represent the people, but have become the repre-

''

" sentation of an overgrown and overbearing aristocracy, raised
'' upon the ruins of our rights and privileges ; whereby the ori-

" ginal purpose of the democratic branch of the legislature is

" defeated, the constitution effectually destroyed, and instead of'

" being a shield against unnecessary tax;\tion, the commons are
" rendered the hired instrument to pillage an already impover-
" ished.and distressed people.

'" Thu3, fellow subjects and countrymen, is all confidence in

" parliament, and the dignity thereof, destroyed, the trust of re-

" presentation betrayed, the instructions of the constituent body
'' of the people disobeyed, commercial interests negl cted, and
'^ emigration consequently promoted, to the great discourage-
'' merit of population and the diminution of the national wealth ;

'' and dius doth experience evince, that a House of Commons
" under the undue influence of either of the two other branches
'' of the legislature, is ever ready to betray the most sacred
*' rights of the people ; and we find that parliaments chosen as
*' they now are, and continuing for eight years as they now do,
'* will ever be con^,posed for the most part of persons under the
" guidance of particular noblemen and others, solely aiming at
*' and perpetually contending for the power and emoluments of
" oliice.

*' Enjoying the advantages lately held out to us by our sister

" kingdom, who with equal justice and magnanimity, unequivo-
" cally acknowledged and restored to us our right of exclusive
**• legislative, and to maintain a strict amity with whom, is not
*-'• less our inclination than our interest, we have to regret, that
*' internal situation of our own country, that corruption and ve-
" nality, which pervade our senate, and those defects already
*'- pointed out in our legislature, which prevent our pursuing
**• means, that under the free enjoyment of our constitution, and
'' with the prudent direction of virtuous rulers, might render us
'^' a prosperous, happv, and united kingdom.

" Failing in everv other mode of redress, we have been now
" induced to approach the throne, by an humble petition, pray-
" ing the dissolution of the present parliament, and seeking
^* that relief from our most gracious sovereign, which has been
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** indignantly and intemperately refused b}^ those, who assume
*' to be the delegated servants of the people. Nor do we doubt
" of success, if, meeting with the approbation of our fellow sub-
*' jects (which can alone render effectual this salutary and neces-
" sary measure), we shall be supported by their warm and zeal-
" ous co-operation in bringing those national grievances to the
" ear of majesty.

" Convinced of the necessity, we cannot however presume to-

" point out any specific mode for a parliamentary reform in the-
'' representation of the people : that, in which all are equally con-
" cerned, must receive from all their approbation and support.
" We call upon you therefore, and thus conjure you, that in this
" important work you join with us as fellow subjects, country-
" men, and friends, as men embarked in the general cause, to
** remove a general calamity ; and for this we propose, that five

<' persons be elected from each county, city, and great town in
*' this kingdom, to meet in national congress at some convenient

"place in this city, on Monday, the 25th day of October
'' next, there to deliberate, digest and determine on such mea-
" sures, as may seem to them most conducive to re-establish

" the constitution on a pure and permanent basis, and secure
" to the inhabitants of this kingdom, peace, liberty, and safety.

" And whilst we thus contend, as far as in us lies, for our
" constitutional rights and privileges, we recommend to your
" consideration the state of our suffering fellow subjects, the-
" Roman Catholics of this kingdom, whose emancipation from
" the restraints, under which they still labour, we consider not
" only as equitable, but er.sentially conducive to the general
*' union and prosperity of the kingdom.

" Trusting with the most perfect confidence in your concur-
" rence and support, we entertain the strongest hopes of freeing
" our country from that yoke of bondage, which domestic ene-
" mies have thus imposed on it. The majesty of the people
" will then reassume its proper influence in the guidance of the
*' state, and divine providence, knowing the justice of our cause,
" will graciously assist us in obtaining those rights, to which we
*' are entitled by the laws of God and nature.

1;
Alex. Kirk Patrick, jun.

| g^^^.g^.
" iSENJAMIN SmIIH, J

And the following Is a copy of the petition or remonstrance

to his majesty, which was also agreed to by the aggregate meet-

ing:
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" To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.

" The humble Petition of the Freemen, Freeholders, and In-

" habitants of the City of Dublin.

" Most Gracious Sovereign,

" PERMIT us, your loyal and dutiful sub-

jects, with every sentiment of duty and attachment to your

majesty's person, family, and government, to approach the

throne with the greatest respect and humility, to lay a national

grievance of the highest importance to your crown and dignity,

and to the liberties aijjd properties of your people of Ireland,

^^ at your majesty's feet.

'' The grievance your distressed subjects thus humbly pre-
'' sume to lay before your majesty, is the present illegal and
*' inadequate representation of the people of this kingdom in

*' parliament ; illegal, because the returns of members for bo-
** roughs /ire not agreeable to the charters granted for that
'' purpose by the crown; and inadequate, because there are as

" many members returned for each of those boroughs, by a
*' few voters, as are returned for any county or city in this king-
'' dom.

" Born in a country where your petitioners, from their ear-

" Rest infancy, were taught to believe the laws for their govern-
*' ment passed through a House of Commons elected by the
'' people, they conceived their liberties founded on the most
'' arm basis; but finding laws passed, inimical as well to your
" majesty's crown as their rights (which are inseparable), they
*' v/ere led into a minute enquiry of the cause, and discovering
*' the same to proceed from the present insufficient mr^''''e of
*•'• representation, and the long duration of parliament, Vv'hich

'^ render even the fdw members, v/ho are constitutionally elected,
'' nearly independent of their constituents, they now most hum-
*'- bly beg leave to inform your majesty, that men thus elected

" cease to have any weight with your people.

" It is to the grand cause of aristocratic influence (jealous, as

" all inordinate povv'er must be, of whatever may tend to shake
" its establishment), and to the misrepresentations Vv^hich have
*' been transmitted to your majesty of your faithful subjects

*^of Ireland, that we attribute man3^ arbitrary and alarming pro-
" ceedings in the last session of our parliament.

'' A bill for tlie more equal representation of the people
" (the desire of millions of your faithful subjects), has been
" refused even a discussion in our parliament.

" Protection has been denied to our infant trade and manu-
" factures, which England thinks necessary to the maturity and
" vigour of hers.
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*' A violent attack has been made on the liberty of the press ;

" that supplement to the laws, and palladium of iibejrty, a terror
" only to tyrants, and apostates.

" Alarming restrictions on the commercial and friendly com-
" munications of 3'our majesty's subjects, have been imposed by
" the Post Office Act.

" A general system of'prodigality seems to have been adopted
for the purpose of burdening our trade, and damping all spirit

" of industry: and emigrations consequently encouraged, are
'' now encreasing to an alarming degree.

" A manifest infringement has been made on the ancient and
" sacred charter of the capital of this realm ; and instead of the
" constitutional trial by jury, a novel tribunal instituted, from
" v/hose sentence there lies no appeal.
" It is with infinite concern we are obliged to add, that your

" majesty's ministers in this kingdom have assisted in all the
" measures, of which we thus humbly complain; a circumstance
" the more extraordinary, as your majesty has lately thought it

" necessary to appeal to the British electors at large, against
*' the power of an aristocracy, and as your majesty's first minis-
" ter in England has virtuously declared himself friendly to the
'' principal measure, which has been here rejected (we mean a
" more equal representation of the people) convinced, that an
" overbearing aristocracy is not less hostile to the liberties of
" the subject, than to the prerogative of the crown.

" We farther intreat your majesty's permission to condemn
" that remnant of the penal code of laws, which still oppresses
" our Roman Catholic fellow subjects ; laws which tend to
*' prohibit education and liberality, restrain certain privileges,

and to proscribe industry, love of liberty, and patriotism.

Deeply affected by these national calamities, we, your ma-
*' jesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the citizens of Dublin, do
*' therefore most humbly beg leave to supplicate your majesty,
'' that vou will be graciously pleased to exercise your royal
** inclination to adopt with decision and effect, whatever your
** majesty shall collect to be the sense of the people.

" That your majesty may enjoy every felicity through a long
" and glorious reign over loyal and happy subjects, and that your
*' descendants may inherit your several dominions till time
*' shall be no more, is and always will be our sincere and fervent
*'- prayer.

" Signed by order,

*' Alex. Kirk Patrick,

" Benjamin Smith*"
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This petition was presented to the lord lieutenant by the
" high sheriffs, with an address to his excellency requesting it

" might be transmitted; to which they received the following
." answer :

" Gentlemen,

" AT the same time that I comply with
" your request, in transmitting to his majesty a paper signed
*'- by you, entitled A Petition of the Freemen, Freeholders and
** Inhabitants of the City of Dublin, I shall not fail to convey
*' my entire disapprobation of it, as casting unjust reflections

" upon the laws and parliament of Ireland, and tending to weaken
" the authority of both."

These proceedings of the city of Dublin were seconded by
other parts of the kingdom ; but the whole was frustrated by
the interposition of government, and prosecutions by informa-
tion, &c. were commenced against different persons, by whom
such aggregate meetings had been assembled. The high sheriff

of the county of Dublin (then Henry Stevens Reilly, Esq.) was
sentenced to fine and imprisonment by the Court of King's
Bench ; however, after a few days' confinement, he was libe-

rated, and the fine reduced on acknowledging his error, and
making a public apology in that court.

- It may be seen, that the repeated defeats of the advocates for

reform in parliament had not abated their ardour in the pursuit

of their favourite object. In despair of any deliberate co-opera-
tion from parliament, they had confidently turned their applica-

tions to the quarter, from whence experience had taught them
to look for effectual redress. As government had not hitherto

ventured to question the legality of the volunteer associations,

the more thinking part of them were astonished and discon-

tented at the strong disapprobation of their conduct conveyed
in the lord lieutenant's answer. Although the resolutions and
addresses of the aggregate meeting were strongly, and by
some thought intemperately expressed, they were notwithstand-
ing the result of much consideration and temperate delibera*

tion."'*^ Such however was the credulous enthusiasm of the

* Whilst the business of equal representation was in ag-itation a.t a meeting
of the convention in Dublin, a pretended letter was produced from Lord Ken-
mare, purporting- to convey the general sentiments of the Roman Catholics of
Ireland, in wliich they were made to express their perfect satisfaction with
what had been already done for them, and that tliey desired no more than
peaceably to enjoy the privileges they had obtained. But though this letter
were publicly disavowed, both by the respectable person, from whom it was
said to have come, and by a general assembly of the committee of the Irish
Catholics, v,ho _ackno\yledged themselves to have too great a resemblance to
the rest of their species to be desirous of opposing any thing that tended to
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majority of them in the cause of reform, that even after the dis-

piriting and angry answer of the lord lieutenant, they coiiUl not

be persuaded, that either his grace or his former zealous col-

league, Mr. Pitt, had receded from, dropped or renounced the

reforming principle they had lately avowed with so much ardour.

Accordingly, on the 8th of July, a petition to the king was con-

veyed to Mr. Pitt, by the inhabitants of Belfast, nearly of the

same tenor with that of the citizens of Dublin. In the month
of September, Mr. Pitt informed them, in his answer, '' That
" he had undoubtedly been, and still continued, a zealous friend
*' to a reform in parliament, but that he must btg leave to say,

" that he had been so on grounds very diiferent from those

" adopted in their petition. That what was there proposed,
" he considered as tending to produce still greater evils than
" any of those, which the friends of reform were desirous to

" remedy."
The cause of reform received about this time a more fatal

blow from the disunion, which broke out amongst the volun-

teers themselves, on the subject of admitting the Roman Catho-

lics to the rights of election. In an address presented by the

Ulster corps to their general, the Earl of Charlemont, after some
strong expressions of their detestation of aristocratic tyranny,

they hinted at the necessity of calling in the aid of the Catho-

lics, as the most just as well as effectual means of opposing it

with success. In answer to this address, the Earl of Charle-

mont, lamented that, for the first time, he felt himself obliged

to differ from them in sentiment. He was free from every

illiberal prejudice against the Catholics, and full of goodwill

towards that very respectable body, but he could not refrain

from the most ardent entreaties, that they would desist from a

pursuit, that would fatally clog and impede the prosecution of

their favourite purpose.

As this nobleman was highly and deservedly respected, his

opinion was eagerly embraced, both by the timid, whose appre-

hensions were alarmed at the bold extent of the project, and by

a great number whose prejudices against the Catholics appear

to have been suspended from conveniency or fashion though

never conquered by principle. In the month of October, the

thanks of the corporation of the city of Dublin were voted him
for his conduct on that occasion.

The meeting of a national congress was a measure of too

alarming a nature, not to attract the most serious attention of

their relief, and that they should receive with .gratitude any indulgence the
legislature should be willing to grant thera, yet, in the plan of reform digested
at that meeting, they were left precisely in the same situation as before.

yOL. Ill, N
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government; and it appears to have been their resolution ta
take the most vigorous steps for preventing it if possible. A
fev/ days previous to that which was fixed for the election of
delegates lor the city of Dublin, the attorney general addressed
a letter to the sheriffs, expressing his very great surprise at hav-
ing read a summons signed by them calling a meeting for the
purpose in question. He observed, that by this proceeding,
they had been guilty of a most Ciutrageous breach of their dutv ;

and that if they proceeded, they would be responsible to the laws
of their countrj/, and he should hold himself bounden to prose-
cute them in the Court of King's Bench, for a conduct, which
he considered so highly criminal, that he could not overlook it*

These threats succeeded so iar as to intimidate the sheriffs

from attending the meeting in their official capacity ; but the
meeting was nevertheless holden, delegates were chosen ; and
in revenge for the attorney's letter, several strong resolutions

were agreed to, relative to the right of assembling themselves
for the redress of grievances. Government having once set

their faces against the election and assembling of delegates, from
denouncing threats, they proceeded to punishments.
Mr. Riley, high sheriff for the county of Dublin, in conse-

.

quence of his having called together, and [>i*esided at an assem-
bly of freeholders, who met on the 19th of August, 1784, for

the purpose of choosing and instructing their delegates, was the

first object of ministerial prosecution. The attorney general

proceeded against him by attachment from the court of King's
Bench. The assembly, and the resolutions they came to on
that occasion, signed by Mt. Riley, in his character of sheriff

for the county, were both declared to be illegal, and Mr. Riley
was sentenced by the court to pay a fme of five marks, (3/. 6s.

Sd.) and to be imprisoned one week.
This mode of legal process, except for the purpose of bring-

ing persons before the court, to receive the sentence of such

court for contempt of, and disobedience to its orders and direc-

tions, has so seldom been resorted to, that even the legality of
the process itself, on any other ground, had remained a matter

of general doubt and uncertainty.

In the present case it met with much less opposition than

might have been expected. Clamours without doors,' and de-

bates within, on the subject, there certainly were, but both too

feeble and ill-concerted to promise any success. The new di-

vision of the volunteers into parties, took off the general atten-

tion to this attack upon the use of juries, which, in any other

moment, would not have been so tamely tolerated. Of such
import is it, when overstrong measures are to be attempted, to

prepare the public for the reception of them by internal disunion

or alarm. Government did not confine their prosecutions to
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Mr. Riley. Having once adopted a mode of proceeding, v/nich

so effectually answered the end, for which they designed it, in-

formations were moved for, and attachments granted against

the different magistrates, who called the meetings, and signed the

respective resolutions of the freeholders in the counties of Ros-
common and Lcitrim. At the same time, the press too came un-
der the lash of the attorney-general : and the printers and pub-
lishers of such newspapers, as had inserted the obnoxious re-

solutions, suffered with the magistrates, who had signed them.
Notwithstanding these violent measures which administra-

tion were pursuing, the national congress met, pursuant to its

appointaient, on the 2jth day of October. But as it vv^as far from
being complete in point of number, and severfil of its most r<i-

spectabie members chose to absent themselves, they adjourned,
after having passed a number of resolutions to the same purport
W'idi those, that had been agreed to at the previous meeting;
and exhorted in the most earnest manner the communities,
which had not sent representatives, if they respected their ovn\

consistency, if they wished for the success of a parliamentary

reform, and as they tendered the perpetual liberty and prospe-

rity of their country, not to let pass that opportunity of effect-

ing the great and necessary confirmation of the constitution."

The link of unanimity having heen once severed, the fall of
the armed associations into difference and contention was much
more rapid, than had been their progress to union. The divi-

sions of the volunteers were encouraged by government j and
for that purpose discord and turbulence \vere rather countenanc-
ed than checked in inany counties, particularly upon the deli-

cate and important expedient of admitting the Catholics to the
elective franchise, a question, which it was artfully attempted to

connect v/ith the nov>r declining cause of parliamentar}/ reform.

Through a long series of years government had never wanted
force to quell internal commotions ; and it seemed to be now
dreaded lest an union of Irishmen should extinguish the old

means of creating dissension. The desire of disuniting the vo-

lunteers begat inattention to the grievances of the discontented

and distressed peasantry of the south : that v/retched and law-

less rabble once more assumed the style of White Boys : and for

some time committed their depredations with impunity, particu-

larly against Kilkenny ; until a stop was put to them by the loyal

and vigorous efforts of the Rev. Dr. Troy,* then the Roman

* His Pastoral letter, or Circular Exhortation, may be seen in the Appen-
dix, No. LXXIV. on which occasion the followii^g' letter was written to him
by command of his excellency.

B'Min Castle, 2Qth Kov. 1734.
*' Sir,

" I read vrith pleasm*e your forcible and v.- ell-timed Exiiortation to
'* the Roman Catholics of the diocese of Ossory, upon the re-appearance in
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Catholic bishop of Ossory, and the clergy of his diocese ; for

which successful exertions he received the most satisfactory ac-

knowledgments from government.
As the unanimity of the volunteers diminished, their spirit

and exertions abated : something, however, was to be attempt-

ed before the meeting of the parliament. On the second of Ja-
nuary, 1785, the second meeting of the delegates v/as had at

Dublin, at which were present the representatives of twenty-

seven counties, and of most of the cities and considerable towns
of the kingdom, amounting in the whole to more than 200 per-

sons. Their proceedings appear to have been of the same na-

ture as those before adopted, with this only difference, that in

the proposed application to the House of Commons, it was
agreed to confine themselves to the most general terms, and to

leave the mode of redress as free and open as possible to the

consideration of parliament.

The British Parliament sat to the 25th of August, 1784, and
met again on the 25th of January, 1785 : and from his maje^ty*s

speech it appears, that *^ their first concern was the settlement
*' of all differences with Ireland, Amongst the objects which
*' now require consideration, I must particularly recomm.end to
*' your earnest attention the adjustments of such points in the
*' commercial intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland as
*' are not yet finally arranged; the system which will unite both
" kingdoms the most closely on principles of reciprocal advan-
*' tage, will, 1 am persuaded, best ensure the general prosperity
^' of my dominion."

The parliament of Ireland met on the 20th of January, 1785,
when the lord lieutenant thus addressed them :

My Lords and Gentlemen,,

" I HAVE his majesty's commands to meet
" you in parliament, and to desire your advice and co-operation
*' upon those affairs of importance, v/hich in the present cir-

" cumstances of the kingdom require your most serious atten-

" tion.

" in the county of Kilkenny of those execrable rioters formerly called White
** Boys. I thought it a justice due to you to lay it before the lord Ueutenant

;

** and 1 have his commands to assure you of the great satisfaction lie feels in
*' the part you have taken for the preservation of peace, and preventing- the
" unhappy consequences, which must follow from those wicked and deluded
*' people persisting in such outrageous violation of the law. I trust your en-
" deavours ^\ ill have that success which they merit, and which claim the
^* esteem of all good men. *

*' I have the honour to be. Sir,

'* Your most obedient humble servant,

«' Thomas Osde.'*
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" Whilst I lamented the lawless outrages and unconstitution-
** al proceedings which had taken place since your last proroga-
" tion, 1 had the satisfaction to perceive that these excesses
" were confined to a few places, and even there condemned.
" And I have now the pleasure to observe, that by the salutary
'* interposition of the laws, the general tranquillity is re-estab^
" lished.

" I am to recommend in the king's name to your earnest in-
" vestigation those objects of trade and commerce between this
" kingdom and Great Britain, which have not yet received their
" complete adjustment. In framing a plan with a view to a final

" settlement, you will be sensible that the interest of Great Bri-
" tain and Ireland ought to be for ever united and inseparable.
" And his majesty relies on your liberality and wisdom for
" adopting such an equitable system for the joint benefit of both
" countries, and the support of the common interest, as will se-
'^ cure mutual satisfaction and permanency."

After the address had been moved and seconded, Lord Ed-
ward Fitzgerald said, he would not have had any objection to

the address, if it had proceeded in the usual mode, as mere com-
plimentary matter of form ; but when it declared an approbation

of the firm and moderate measures of his Grace's government,
measures in which he could not coincide, he felt himself under
the necessity of opposing that part of the address. He there-

fore moved, that the words " experienced virtue and firmness"

should be expunged, and the words, " and whose private vir-

" tues entitle him to the esteem and regard of this house," should
be inserted in their room.

Sir Edward Crofton seconded the amendment.
The great objection which the friends of reform had to the

words firm72ess and moderation^ arose out of the alleged illegality

of the attachments issued in the course of the recess out of the

King's Bench. It was asserted on one side, though denied on
the other, that the mode of attachment had been adopted be-

cause a jury could not be trusted on the occasion. The late

prosecutions and attachments were traced up to the ministry,

and vehemently inveighed against by the opposition : they were
strenuously defended as legal, moderate, and efficient, by the

treasury bencli.

On the ensuing day a very warm debate arose out of an
amendment proposed by Mr. Flood to the address to his ma-
jesty : but he was not supported even by several of the staunch-

est advocates for reform. Much was said both on the illc^gallty

of attachments and parliamentary reform, though neither sub-

ject were before the house. The attorney general, (Mr. Fitz-

gibbon) boldly defended the legality and the necessity of attach-

ments. Mr. Grattan most severely reprobated the convention
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of delegates, and lamented the change attempted to be intro-

duced into the volunteer corps. The old original volunteers

had become respectable, because they represented the property

of the nation ; but lately attempts had been made to arm the

poverty of the country. He condemned the meeting of the de-

legates, and all other excesses, because they prejudiced the

reform in parliament, and at the same time they insulted its

authority.^

His majesty's answer to the addresses, which was communi-
cated to the commons on the 4th of February, 1785, spoke a

very determined language against the attempts of the delegates'}*

to dictate to, and overawe the parliament.

The session of 1785, in both kingdoms, was unusual for its

duration and the close attention, which the arduous subjects of

deliberation forced the members to give to their legislative

duties. The commercial arrangements between Great Britain

and Ireland, exercised the attention of both parliaments up-

'v/ards of seven months. In the Irish House of Commons, the

advocates for reform were not dispirited by the late answer
of his majesty, nor by the many vigorous measures adopted by
government, from pursuing their favourite object. Upon this

ground. Sir Edward Crofton, on the 4th of February,^ pre-

sented a bill to preserve the freedom of parliament, by ascer-

taining the qualifications of members to serve in the House of

. * Pari. Debates, p. 42.

f This is the answer of his majesty.
*' GEORGE R.

*' His majesty has received with great satisfaction, the
•* dutiful and loyal address of the House of Commons, and the sentiments
*' therein expressed, of their zealous and affectionate attachment to his person
*' and government, as well as their just sense of the experienced mioderation
** and firmness of their present chief governor.

*« His majesty has the fullest reliance, that his faithful commons will make
•provisions for such supplies as maybe suitable to the exigencies of the state,

*' the interests ofliis people, and the honourable support of his government.
*' His -majesty has observed with great concern the popular disturbances,

" that have lately prevailed, from the intemperance and indiscretion of mis-
*' guided men ; and confides in the constant and strenuous endeavours of his
*' faithful commons of Ireland to prevent their pernicious effects ; and their
*' resolution, to reject and siippress every assumed authority, which may at-

*' tempt to dictate to the legislature, affords his majesty the highest satisfac-

•* tion. His majesty is fully persuaded, that a proper degree of attention will •

*' be shewn in the consideration of such internal regulations as may be neces-
" sary for securing the peace and happiness of his subjects in Ireland, as well
" as for the settlement of all commercial objects between his kingdoms, upon
*' equitable and lasting principles, for tl\e mutual advantage of the different

«* parts of the empire : and they may depend upon his most ready concurrence
•' in the support of such measures as, upon a mature consideration, may
*' appear to draw closer those ties of interest and affection between the two
«' countries, which are so essential to their general happiness and prosperity.

G. R?'

\ 4 Pari. Debates, p. 79.
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Commons. The tenor of the bill was to make 500/. per annum
fee simple estate the qualification for a knight of the shire ;

and 300/. per annum of like estate that for a citizen or burgess.

This would have established too much independence in the

house not to be opposed by the Castle interest. The ardent

declarations of Mr. Pitt in the British House of Commons on
the first day of the session, upon parliamentary reform, on
which, he said, he laboured incessantly, and was the object

nearest to his heart, buoyed up their confidence, that in Ireland

his friend and colleague in that cause, and now the organ of the

Bridsii minister in Ireland, would not oppose its progress in

that kingdom, where it was more wanted, more generally and
urgently called for by the people, and could be more easily

effected than in Great Britain, whose prime minister had so

confidently boasted of his wishes to bring it to bear.^ At a

* Lord Surrey (now Duke of Norfolk) In observing upon the king's speech,
mentioned the attachments, that had lately been issued against sheriffs iu

Ireland, for having convened \^hat he could not but consider as a meeting
perfectly le.^-a!, and perfectly constitutional; he trusted therefore something
was intended to be done on the subject. To assemble, for the purpose of
considering of a paHiamentary reform, appeared to him to be the last matter
that should be proceeded against; more especially in such an extraordinary-

way as by attachment. To this, Mr. Pitt said, (17 English Pari. Debates,

p. 8) he was not sorry for what the noble lord had said upon that subject: on
the contrary, he was extremely gad that a parliamentary reform had been
mentiont'd. Perhaps he did not diiier from the noble lord, in thinking that

the most practicable mode of accomplishing the object of amending the repre-

sentation of the ])eople, would have been to bring it explicitly forward in his

majesty's speech. Great and wise men had entertained various conceptions of
that im])ortant matter. He was willing to give it all the fair play, to which
the ardent desire of the people, its own momentous consequence, and his

sincere inclination entitled it. On this business he laboured incessantly. It

was that which, of all others, was the nearest his heart: and at that very
early period' of the session, to have stated it specifically, was impossible.

Much was still to do. His ideas were not matured. It comprehended a gi-eat

variety of considerations : it related to the essentials or vitals of the constitu-

tion ; it therefore required the most delicate and unremitted attention ; it was
a path which he was determined to tread ; but he knew with what tenderness

and circumspection it became him to proceed. He hoped, however, in a few
days, to be able to name a day, on whicli he should have the honour of submit-

ting his proposition to the house. It was his aim to propose a specific plan

of reform, which, in his judgment, for of that only he spoke, and for that only

he pledged himself, as every man would undoubtedly judge in so great and
critical a case, according to the best of his own judgement, which he presumed
would be an improvement of the constitution, as if it would confer permanency
and effect on those principles which constituted its distinguishing excellence.

To this measure he pledged himself, but did not feel any obligation to define

it at present ; nor was he willing to bring it forward too early, lest he might
not leave himself suiTicient time for digesting what he should think it incum-
bent on him to lay before the house. But he was anxious to improve his plan

with whatever was requisite to render it effectual, and to bring it on with every
solemnity which could contribute to its influence and respectability. He
should, therefore, choose, that a motion for a call of the .house shoud precede
it, in order that the friends and opposers of the motion mi§fht have a. faii*

invitation either to support or contest it.
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time in which most important and final arrangements had been
pending for the commercial intercourse between the sister king-

doms, and when it was notorious that a special treaty of com-
merce had been long in agitation between Great Britain and
France; and the treaty for regulating the commerce between
her and the United States of both America and Holland, were
still in an incomplete state, it appeared necessary, that Ireland

should, particularly as she was now an independent kingdom,
know how far her commercial interests were affected by those

pending treaties with foreign nations : accordingly, Mr. Corry,

on the 8th of February, moved the house, that an humble address

should be presented to the lord lieutenant, that he would be
pleased to lay before his majesty the humble address of that

house, that his majesty would graciously condescend to order

to be laid before that house copies of the preliminary and pro-

visional articles of peace and commerce, and also the definitive

treaties of peace and commerce with foreign states, at and since

the conclusion of the last war. This reasonable motion having

been instantly opposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer
(Mr. Foster) and the secretary of state (Mr. Orde), the house

from that time became difHdent in the sincerity of government
to adapt the pending arrangements to the rights, interests, and
dignity of that kingdom.*

Previous to the meeting of parliament on the SOth of January,

the British cabinet, in concert with commissioners appointed on
the part of Ireland, had formed a plan for regulating and finally

adjusting the commercial intercourse betv/een the two countries :

and on the 7th. of February Mr. Orde laid it before the House
of Commons, in the form of ten separate resolutions or propo-

sitions, which he observed were founded on the words of the

unanimous address of that house at the close of the last session

recommending a plan for a liberal arrangement of commercial
intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland, formed upon the

broad basis of reciprocal advantage, as the most effectual means
of strengthening the empire at large, and cherishing the common
interest and brotherly affection of both kingdoms. The con-

sideration of them was recommended to the house in the king's

name, and Mr. Secretary went through them separately with

some comment on each : little opposition or even observation

• • Although the great object of the remaining part of the session were the
arrangement of the commercial intercourse between the two countries, yet
some other measures occasionally occurred in parliament. The Chancellor of
the Exchequer stated the national debt then to amount to 2,150,301/.

11^. 5 l-4d. The usual number of 15,000 mihtary was voted, though strongly-

opposed: and Mr. Gaixliner's motion for 20,000/. for arraying the militia,

passed by a majority of 139 against 63 ; though it were strenuously opposed by
the remaining friends of the volunteers ..
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was made by the house upon. them in this stage: Mr. Forbes
required time to consider and digest them, and warned the

house against precipitancj^ in adopting them. Mr. Brownlow
flew out indignantly at the idea of their becoming a tributary

nation ; he rejected the gift, and hurled it back with scorn ; he
never would consent to be a slave, or pay tribute. Such propo-
sitions had been formerly made to America, and they had seen
the effects. Mr. Flood cautioned the members against going
into a debate upon the propositions, as there was then no question

before the house. On the 11th and 12th of February the house
was in committee upon the resolutions.^ They were strongly

* 4 Journ. Lords, p. 550. The follow-ing- was the form of the original pro-
positions.

" 1st. Resolved, That it is highly iniportant to the g-eneral interest of the
** British empire, that the trade between Great Britain and Ireland be encour-
*' ag-ed and extended as much as possible ; and for that purpose, that the
" intercourse and commerce be finally settled and reg'ulated on permanent
*' and equitable princi])les for the mutual benefit of both countries,

" 2d. Resohed, That towards carryin."- into full effect so desirable a settle-
*' ment, it is fit and proper, that all articles, not the growtli or manufacture of
" Great Britain or Ireland, should be imported into each kingdom fnmi the
*' other, reciprocally, under the same re.t^vdatinn, and at the said duties, if
*' subject to duties, to which they are liable when imported directlv from the
** place of their growth, product or manufacture ; and that all duties originally
*' paid on imjjortation into either country respectively, shall be fully drawn
" back on exportation to the other.

" 3d. Resohed, That for the same purpose, it is proper, tliat no prohibition
*' should exist in either country, against the importation, use, or sale of any
•' article, the growth, product, or manufacture of the other; and that the
" duty on the importation of every such article, if subject to duty, in either
** country, should be precisely the saine in the one countiy as in the other,
*' except where an addition may be necessary in either country, in consequence
*' of an internal duty on any such article of its owncons\imption.

"4th. Resolved, That in all cases where the duties on articles of the growth,
** product, or manufacture of either country, are different on the importation
*' into the other, it would be expedient, that they should be reduced in the
*' kingdom where they are the highest, to the amount payable in the other,
»* and that all such articles should be exportable from the kingdom, into which
*' they shall be imported, as free from duty as the similar commodities or liome
*' manufactures of the same kingdom.

'* 5th. Resohed, That for the same purpo.se, it is also proper, that in all
*' cases where either kingdom shall charge articles of its own consumption,
*' with an internal duty on the manufacture, or a duty on the material, the
*' same manufacture, when imported from the other, may be charged with a
*' further duty on importation, to the same amount as the internal duty on the
«* manufacture, or to an amount adequate to countervail the duty on the mate-
*' rial, and shall be entitled to such drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as
** may leave the same subject to no heavier burden, than the home made ma-
" nufacture ; such farther duty to continue so long only as the internal con-
** sumption shall be charged with the duty or duties, to balance wliich it shall
" be imposed, or until the manufacture, coming from the other kingdom, shall
*« be subjected there to an equal burden, not drawn back or compensated on
•' exportation.

*' 6th. Resohedy That in order to give permanency to the settlement now
« intended to be established, it is necessary, that no prohibition, or new ov

VOL. III. O
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opposed by some, but not by all of the opposition. Of all the gen-

tlemen, who ultimately opposed them, Mr. Grattan appears to

have entertained the most favourable opinion of them in the first

instance. " I am anxious," said he, to say a few words, both
"• on the new resolutions and the plan. The resolutions I think
" absolutely indispensable. They have a threefold principle.
*' The first is, after the expences of the nation are paid, to

" contribute to the general expence of the empire. The second
" is, that by making the surplus not applicable to the general
" expence till all expences are paid, it interests both the British
'' and the Irish ministers in Irish ceconomy. The third is, to

" subject that surplus to the control of the Irish parliament. If

" the other resolutions had not past, these ought still to be sup-
" ported. They put an end to debtj they decide the great

** additional duties, should be hereafter imposed in either king-dom, on llie

" iniportation of any article of tlie growth, product, or manufacture of the
*' other, except such additional duties as ma}' be requisite to balance duties
*' on internal consumption, pursuant to tlie foregoing- resolution,

" 7th. Resolved, That for the same purpose, it is necessary farther, that no
** prohibition, or new or additional duties, should be hereafter imposed in

*' either kingdom, on the exportation of any article of native gi'owth, product,
" or manufacture from thence to the other, except such as either kingdom
*' may deem expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and
*' biscuits ; and also except where tliere now exists any prohibitioii which is

*' not reciprocal, or any duty wliich is not eqiuil in both kingdoms, in every
*' which case the prohibition may be made reciprocal, or tlie duties raised so

*' as to make them equal.
" 8th. J?esokK\I, That for the s.ame purpose, it is necessary, that no bounties

** whatsoever should be paid, or payable, in either kingdom, on the exportation
•' of any article to the other, except sucli as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour,

*' and biscuits, and such as are in the nature of drawbacks or compensations
" for duties paid, and that no duty should be granted in this kingdom on the
*' exportation of any article imported from the British plantations, or any
** manufacture made of such article, unless in cases where a similar bounty
•* is payable in Britain, on exportation from thence, or where such bounty is

*' merely in the nature of a drawback or compensation of, or for duties paid
** over and above any duties paid thereon in Britain.

" 9th. Hesohcd, That it is expedient, for the general benefit of the Brltisli
*' empire, that the importalion of articles from foreign states should be regu-
*' lated from time to time, in each kingdom, on such terms as may afford an
*' eflfectual preference to the importation of similar articles of the growth,
*' product, or manufacture of the other.

*' 10th. Re^ohed, That it is esseniial to the commercial interests of thig
" country to prevent, as much as possible, an accumulation of national debt,
*' and therefore it is highly expedient, that the annual revenues of this king-
*' dom should be made equal to its annual expences.

^' 11th. Resohed, That for the better protection of trade, whatever sum the
** gross hereditary revenue of this kingdom (after deducting all drawbacks,
*' repayments, or bounties, granted in the nature of drawbacks,) shall pro-
*' duce, over and above the sum of 656,000/. in each year of peace, wherein
«' the annual revenues shall be equal to the annual expences, and in each year
*• of war, without regard to suchequ.ality, should be appropriated towards tho
*' support of the naval force of the empire, in isucli manner ais the parliament
f!" of tliis kingdom shall direct."
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"^^ question of 1753; they establish Irish ceconomy ; they make
" the British ministry a guarantee to the integrity of this house,
" and the (Economy of Irish administration. The plan is open,
" fair, and just, and such as the British minister can justify
" to both nations. He gave to England what she had a right
'* to expect, and perhaps they could not give her more^"
When ail the resolutions had been agreed to, the chancellor

of the exchequer moved for an address to his majesty, exrsres-

sive of their gratitude to his majesty for the gracious recom-
mendation of the plan to the consideration of the house, and of
their sanguine hopes of the happy effects thereof. On the
same day (12 Feb. 1785) the resoluticns and the address were
sent to the lords, and unanimously agreed to. On the 22d of
the month, the eleven resolutions agreed to by the Houses of
Lords and Commons of Ireland were read in a committee of
the British House of Commons, when Mr. Pitt opened the
business by calling upon the committee to debarass their minds
of all bias and prepossession, which so much pains; had !;eeii

taken to create and diffuse throughout every part of the king-
dom. In treating that important question, he would beg leave
to recal their attention to what had been, and what was the rela-

tive situation of the two countries. They would recollect that
from the Revolution to a period within the memory of evcrv
man, who heard him, indeed until these very k^w years, the
system had been that of debarring Ireland from the enjoyment
and use of her own resources; to make the kingdom completely
subservient to the interests and opulence of this countiy, v/Ith-

out suilering her to share in the bounties of nature, in the indus-
try of her citizens, or making thtm contribute to the o-eneral

interests and strength of the empire. This system of cruel and
abominable restrainc had however been ex]}loded. It y^as at
once harsh and unjust, and it was as impolitic as it was onpres-
sive; for however necessary it might be to the partial benefit of
districts in Britain, it promoted not the real prosperity and
strength of the empire. That which had been the system
counteracted the kindness of Providence, and suspended the
industry and enterprise of man. Ireland was put under such
restraint, that she was shut out from every species of commerce.
She was restrained from sending the produce of her own soil to
foreign markets, and all correspondence with the colonies of
Britain was prohibited to her, so that she could not derive their
commodities but through the medium of Britain. This was
the system, which had prevailed, and this war, the state of thral-

dom, in which that country had been kept ever since the Revo-
lution. Some relaxation of the system, indeed, took place at an
early period of the present century. S'^uv v-;^ f . j-j^^-v

restrictive laws were abated in the reign of George II. but It
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was not until a time nearer to our own day, and indeed within

the last seven years, that the system had been completely re-

versed.*

It was not to be expected but that when Ireland, by the more
enlarged sentiments of the present age, had acquired an indepen-

dent legislature, she would instantly export her produce and
manufactures to all the markets of the v/orld. She did so, and
this was not all. England, w^ithout any compact or bargain,

generously admitted her to a share in her colonies. She gave
her liberty to import directly, and to re-eirport to all the world,

except to Britain, the produce of her colonies. Thus much
^yas done some years ago ; but to this moment no change had
taken place in the intercourse between Great Britain and Ire-

land themselves. Some trivial points indeed had been changed;
but no considerable change had taken place in our manufactures
exported to Ireland, or in theirs imported to England. That,
therefore, which had been done, was still viewed by the

people of Ireland as insufficient : and clamours were excited,

and suggestions published in Dublin and elsewhere, of putting

duties on our produce and manufactures, under the name of

protecting duties.

Having thus far relaxed from the system, which had been
maintained since the Revolution ; having? abandoned the com-
mercial subserviency, in which we had so long persevered, and
having so wisely and justly put them into a state, in which they
might cultivate and profit from, the gifts of nature; having
secured to them the advantages of their arts and industry, it

was to be observed, that we had abolished one system, and had
established another ; but v»'e had left the intercourse between
the two countries exactly where it was. There were, he said

but two possible systems for countries situated in relation to one
another like Britain and Ireland. The one, of having the

Bmaller completely subservient, and subordinate to the greater,

to make the one, as it were, an instrument of advantage, and to

make all her efforts operate in favour, and conduce merely to

the interest of the other. This system we had tried in respect

to Ireland. The other was, a participation and community of
benefits, and a system of equality and fairness, which, without
tending to aggrandize the one or depress the other, should seek
the aggregate interests of the empire. Such a situation of com-
mercial equality, in which there was to be a community of
benefits, demanded also a community of burdens ; and it was

* These inclancholy tniths, so strong-ly stated by Mr. Pitt, of the degraded
and distressed situation cf Irelai\d, under the ancient system of its government,
are so many consolatory reasons for the Irish finding in an incorporate union
the impossibility of thqir repetition.
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this situation, in which he was anxious to place the two coun-
tries. It was on that general basis, that he was solicitous of
moving the proposition, which he held in his hand, to complete
a system, which had been left unfinished and defective.

Mr. Pitt, after having fully passed in review the different be-

nefits lately granted to Ireland by the British parliament, ob-
served, that the concessions now proposed to be made to that

kingdom, in order to put the two countries on a fair and equal
footing, he should reduce to two heads :

First, The importation of the produce of our colonies in

the West Indies and America through Ireland into Great
Britain.

Second, A mutual exchange between the two countries of
their respective productions and manufactures, upon equal
term.s.

With regard to the first, he allowed it had the appearance of
militating against the navigation laws, for which England had
ever had the greatest partiality. But as she had already allow-

ed Ireland to trade immediately and directly with the colonies,

he could not see how ihe importing of the produce of those co-

lonies circuitously through Ireland into Great Britain could in-

jure the colonial trade of this country, which was a direct one,

and therefore to be made at a less expence and risk, than that

which was circuitous.

In return for these concessions on the part of Great Britain,

he proposed, that Ireland should agree to the payment of a cer-

tain istipulated sum yearly out of the surplus of her hereditary
revenue, towards defraying the general expences of the empire.
He then concluded a very elaborate speech with moving the
follov/ing general resolution :

" That it was highly important
" to the general interests of the empire, that the commercial
" intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland should be final-

" ly adjusted and that Ireland should be admitted to a perma-
*' nent and irrevocable participation of the commercial advan-
*' tages of this country, when her parliament should perma-
" nently and irrevocably secure an aid out of the surplus of the
" hereditary revenue of that kingdom, towards defraying the
*' expence of protecting the general commerce of the empire in
" time of peace."

Although the committee were not called upon that night to

give any opinion upon the resolution. Lord North, Mr. Fox,
and several of their friends spoke upon the subject, lest their

silence might be interpreted into consent or approbation
Whereas they much doubted, whether any system of intercourse
•were at that time necessary to be arranged between Great Bri-
tain and Ireland: and if so, whether the system, of which the
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right honourable gentleman had given the outline, were such as

policy, expediency, and good sense required to be adopted.

Mr. P'ox entered more into the detail of the necessary effects

of the resolutions, and concludtd therefrom, that the whole
tendency of the propositions appeared to him to go the length

of appointing Ireland the sole guardian of the laws of naviga-

tion, and grand arbitress of all the commercial interests of the

empire ; a trust he felt no sort of inclination to pan from out of

our own hands, not even to delegate to Ireland, of whose ge-

nerosity, loyalty, and gratitude, no man entertained a higher

opinion.

A fortnight elapsed before the subject again made its appear-

ance ; during which time a report, prepared by a committee of

the board of trade and plantations, was laid by the minister upon
the table of the House of Commons, to assist its deliberations.

This report was stated to be founded upon the declarations and
opinions of some of the principal manufacturers and merchants
in the kingdom, who had been examined by the above-mention-

ed committee, and its particular object v/as to prove the expe-

diency of that part of the system, which related to the reduc-

tion of the duties pa3'able upon the importation of Irish produce
and manufactures into Great Britain, to what the same sort of

articles were charged witli in this country.

In the mean time thie merchants and manufacturers, M'ho had
been examined before the committee, joined by great numbers
of others from every part of tlie nation, met together for the

purpose of taking the Irish propositions into their consideration.

During the course of their proceedings it appeared, that the

opinions of the former were in direct contradiction to tlie infe-

rences, which had been drawn from their examination in the

report laid before parliament. Whether this were occasioned

by any change, which upon a fuller consideration had taken

place in the minds of the merchants and manufacturers them-
selves, or whether the committee of the board of trade and
plantations had strained and perverted their declarations, it is

not easy to determine. However, the consequence was, that it

threv/ a considerable degree of discredit upon the report itself,

and seemed to point out the necessity there was for the House
of Commons to examine the diiierent commercial and manu-
facturing bodies concerned, at their own bar. This mode of
proceeding gave the first check to the system in its progress
through the house, whilst without doors it became more unpo-
pular, in proportion as it became more thoroughly investigated;

yet it must be allowed, that its unpopularity generally arose
irom different grounds.

During the months of March and April, and even until the

middle of the month of May, the house was occupied in receiv-
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ing petitions, and hearing evidence of manufacturers and mer-
chants of every description. The first of these petitions was
from Liverpool : it v/as presented on the 2d of March by Mr.
Gascoigne, and drev/ a considerable long speech from Mr. Pitt,

to refute the conclusions drawn by the petitioners from their own
premises. On the 16th of March Mr. Stanley presented a pe-

tition from Lancashire, signed by eighty thousand persons :

sixt3'-four petitions in the whole* were presented against the
propositions, from which the opposition strongly urged, that

the sense of the country was against them. On no subject

had Mr. Pitt ever spoken with more warmth and zeal. On the

12th of P»Iay, 1785, Mr. Pitt brought forv/ard, in consequence
or under pretext of the nevr lights thrown upon the subject

from the examinations, petitions, and reports, a new series of
propositions or resolutions,!" twenty in number, some of the ad-

* Mr. Jenkinson in argument In favour of tlie measure observed, that the
number of petitions v/as no matter of triumph, for that in Lord North's ad«
ministration fifty-one petitions had been presented in favour of Ireland.

t Tl^e following- was the form of the new resolutions or propositions, viz.

I. That it is higlily important to the interests of both countries, that the
commerce between Great Britain and Ireland should be finally regulated on
permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of both countries.

II. That a full participation of commercial advantages should be perma-
ncntly secured to Ireland, whenever a provision, equally permanent and secure,
shall be made by the parliament of that kingdom towards defraying, in propor-
tion to its growing prosj)erity, the necessary expences in time of peace, of
protecting the trade and general interests of the empire.

III. That towards carrying into full effect so desirable a settlement, it is fit

and proper that ail articles, not the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or
Ireland, " except those of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of any of the
*' countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to the Straits of Magellan,'*
should be imported into each kingdom fi-om the other reciprocally, under the
same regulations, and at the same duties, (if subject to duties) to which they
" would be" liable when imported directly from the country or place from
whence the same may " have been imported into Great Britain or Ireland re-
" spectively, as the case may be ;" and that all duties originally paid on importa-
tion mlo either country respectively, except on arrack and foreign brandy, and
<m rum, and all oilier sorts of strong waters not imported from the British colo-
nies in the West Indies, shall be fully drawn back on exportation to the other.
" But, nevertheless, that the duties shall continue to be protected and guard-
*' ed, as at present, by withholding the drav/back, until a certificate from the
" proper officers of the revenue in the kingdom, to which the export may be
" made, shall be returned and compared with the entry outv/ards "

IV. That it is highly important to the general interests of the British em-
pire, that the laws for regulating trade and navig-ation should be the same in
Great Britain and Ireland ; and, therefore, that it is essential towards carrying
into effect the present settlement, that all laws which have been made, or shall

be made in Great Britain, for securing exclusive privileges to the ships and
mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Biitish colonies and plantations,
and for regulating and restraining the trade ofthe British colonies and planta-
tions, such laws imposing the same restraints, and " conferring the same be-
*' nefits on the subjects of both kingdoms, should" be in force in Ireland, " by
•' laws to be passed by the parliament of that kingdom for the same time,
" and" in the same manner as in Great Britain.
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ditional being supplemental, others explanatory, and several

entirely new. The chief objects of additional propositions

V. Thcatit is farther essential to this settlement, that all goods and commo-
dities of the grov/th, produce, or manufacture, of British or foreign colonies

in America, or the West Indies, and the British or foreign settlements on the

coast of Africa, imported into Ireland, should on importation be subject to

the same duties " and regulations" as the like goods are, or from time to

time shall be subject to, upon importation into Great Britain; '* or if prohi-

** bited from being imported into Great Britain, shall in like manner be prohi-

" bited from being imported into Ireland.'*

VI. That in order to prevent illicit practices, injurious to the revenue and

commerce of both kingdoms, it is expedient, that all goods, whether of the

growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, or of any foreign

covmtry, which shall hereafter be imported into Great Britain from Ireland, or

into Ireland from Great Britain, should be put, by laws to be passed in the

parliament of the two kingdoms, under the same regulations with respect to

bonds, cockets, and other instruments, to whicii the like goods, are now sub-

ject in passing from one port of Great Britain to another.

VII. That for the like purpose, it is also expedient, that when any goods,

the growth, produce, or manufacture of the British West India islands, " or

any other of the British colonies or plantations," shall be shipped from Ireland

for Great Britain, they should be accompanied witli such original certificates

of the revenue offices of the said colonics as shall be required by the law on

importation into Great Britain ; and that when the whole quality included in

one certificate shall not be shipped at any one time, the original certificate,

properly indorsed as to quantity, should be sent witli the firs': parcel ; to iden-

tify the remainder, if shipped at any future period, nev/ certificates should be

gi-anted by the principal officers of the ports in Ireland, extracted from a re-

l^ister of the (U-iginal (locuments, specifying the quantiiies before shipped from

thence, by what vessels, and to what ports.

VIII. That it is essential for carrying into effect the present settlement,

that all goods exported from Ireland to the British colonies in the West Indies,

or in America, "or to the British settlemer.ts on the coast of Africa," should

from time to time be made liable to such duties and dra\\ backs, and put under

such regulations as may be necessary, in order tliat the same may not be ex-

ported with less incumbrance of duties or impositions than the like goods shall

be burthened with when exported from Great Britain.

IX. That it is essential to the general commercial interests of the empire,
*' that so long as the parliament of this kingdom shall think it advisable that

•« the commerce to the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope shall be car-

«* ried on solely by an exclusive company, having liberty to import into the
*' port of London'only, no goods of the growth, produce, or maiuifacture of
*' any countries bevond the Cape of Good Hope should be importable into Ire-

*' land from any foreign country, or from any settlement in the East Indies be-

** longing to any such foreign country; and that no goods of the growth, pro-

«* duce, or manufacture of the said countries should be allowed to be imported
" into Ireland but through Great Britain ; and it shall be lawful to export
*' such goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any of the countries
«• beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan from Great
*' Britain to Ireland, with the same duties retained thereon as are novv^ retained

<« on their being exported to that kingdom ; but that an account shall be kept
« of the duties retained, and the net drawback on the said goods imported to

«' Ireland ; and that the amount thereof shall be remitted by the receiver ge-

*' neral of his majesty's customs in Great Britain to the proper officer of the
«' revenue in Ireland, to be placed to the account of his majesty's revenue
«* there, subject to the disposal of the parliament of that kingdom ; and that

•* whenever the commerce to the said countries shall cease to be carried on by
*' an exclusive company in the goods of the produce of countries beyond the
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were to provide, 1st. That whatever navigation laws the Bri-
tish parliament should thereafter find it necessary to enact for

*' Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan, the goods should be im-
*' portable into Ireland from countries from which they mxiv be importable to
" Great Britain, and no other ; and that no vessel should be cleared out from
*' Ireland for any part of the countries from the Cape of Good Hope to the
** Straits of Magellan, but such as shall be freighted in Ireland by ihe said
** exclusive company, and shall have sailed from the port of London

; and that
*' the ships going from Great Britain to any of the said countries beyond the" Cape of Good Hope should not be restrained from touching at anv of the
*' ports in Ireland, and taking on board there any of the goods of the '"-rowth
*' produce, or manufacture of Great Britain."

X. That no prohibition should exist in either country, against the importa-
tion, use, or sale of any article, the growth, or manufacture of the other; ex-
cept such as either kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, upon
corn, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits ;

" and except such qualified prohibitions,
** at present contained in any act of the British or Irish parliament as do not
** absolutely prevent the importation of goods or manufactures, or materials
*' of manufactures, but only regulate the weight, the size, the packages, or
*' other particular circumstances, or prescribe the built or country, and' di-
*' mensions of tiie ships importing the same ; and also, except on ammunition,
" arms, gunpowder, and other utensils of war, importable only by virtue of
** his majesty's licence ;" and that the duty on the importation of every such
article (if subject to duty in either country) should be precisely tlie same in
the one country as in the other, except where an addition may be necessary in
either country, in consequence of an internal duty on any such article of its
own consuinption, " or in consequence of internal bounties in the country
** wiiere such article is grown, produced, or manufactured, and except sucli
*' duties as cither kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, upon
** corn, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits."

XI. T]\at in all cases where the duties on articles of th^ growth, produce
or manufi\cture of either country, are different on the importation into the
other, it is expedient that they should be reduced, in the kingdom where they
are the highest-, to an " amount not^ exceeding" the amount " pa}able in the
' other;" so that the same shall not be less than ten and a half per cent, upon
** any article which was charged with a duty, on importation into Ireland, of
*' ten and a half per cent, or upwards, previous to the ITthdayof May, 1782 •'*

and that all such articles should be exportable from this kingdom, into wliich
they shall be imported, as free from duty as the similar commodities or home
manufactures of the same kingdom.

XII. That it is also proper, that in all cases wliere the articles of the con-
sumption of either kingdom shall be charged with an internal duty on the ma-
nufacture, the said manufacture, wiien imported from the other, may be
charged with a farther duty on importation, adequate to countervail the inter-
nal duty on the manufacture " as far as relates to the duties now charged
** thereon ;" such farther duty to continue so long only as the internal con-
sumption shall be charged witli the duty or duties to balance which it shall be
imposed ; ai\d that where there is a duty on the importation of the raw mate-
rial of any manufactui-e in one kingdom, greater '.han the like duty on raw ma- '

terials in the other, such manufacture may, on its importation "into the other
** kingdom," be charged with such a countervailing duty as may be sufficient

to subject the same, so imported, to " burdens adequp,te to those which" the
inanufa«ture composed of the like raw material is subject to, in consequence
of duties on the importation of such material in the kingdom into whicii such
manufacture is so imported; and the said manufacture, so imported, shall be
entitled to such drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave the same
subject to no heavier burden than the home made manufacture.

VOL. III. P'
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the preservation of her marine, the same should be passed by

the legislature of Ireland. 2dly. Against the importing into

Ireland, and from thence into Great Britain, of any other West

ZIII. That, in order to give permanency to the settlement row intended to

be estiibl'shed, it is necessary, that no new or additional duties should be here-

after imposed in eit'-er kingdom, on the importation of any article of tl\e gTon th,

produce, or manufacture of the other, except such -additional duties as may be
requisite to balance the duties on internal consumption, pursuant to the fcre-

going resolution, or in consequence of bounties remaining on such articles

when exported to the other kingdom.
XiV. That for the same purpose, it is necessary, farther, that no prohibi-

tion, or i\<iw additional duties, shall be hereafter imposed in either kingdom,
on the exportation of any article of native grov^th, produce, or manufacture
" from the one kingdom" to the other, except such as either kingdom rnay

deem expedient, from time to lime, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits.

XV That for the same purpose, it is necessary, that no bounties v/hatsoever

should be paid or payable in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article

to the other, except such as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits,
*' and except also the bounties at present given by Great Britain," on beer,

and spirits distilled from corn ; and such as are in the nature of brawbacks or

compensation for duties paid, and that no bounty should be " payable'* on
the exportation of any article to any British colonies or plantations, "or to

the British settlements on the coast of Africa," or on the exportation of any
article imported from the British plantations, " or from the British settlements
" on the coast of Africa, or British settlements in the East Indies ;" or any
manufacture made of such article, unless in cases v/here a similar bounty is

payable in Great Britain, on exportation from thence, or where such bounty Is

merely in the nature of a dravi back or compensation of or for duties paid,

over and above aiiy duties paid tliereon in Britain; and where " any internal
" bounty shall be given in either kingdom, on any goods manufactured tJierein,
** and shall remiun on sucli goods when exported, a countervailing duty
** adequate thereto may be laid upon the importation of the said goods intti

** the other kiiigdom."

XVI. That it is expedient for the general benefit of the British empire, that

the importation of articles finm foreign " countries" should be regulated from
time to time in each kingdom on such terms as may, *' effectually favour"
the importation of similar articles of the growth, product, or manufac-
ture of the other, *' excejit i)i the case of materials of manufactures, which
" are or hereafter may be allowed to be imported from foreign countries, duty
** free ; ar(d that in all cases where any articles are or may besubject to higher
* duties oh importation into this kingdom from the countries belonging to any
•* of the States of North America, than the like goods are or may be subject
** to when imported, as the growth, produce, or manufacture of the British
*' colonies and plantations, or as thv-^, produce of the fisheries carried on by
" British subjects, such articles shall be subject to the same duties on impor-
*' tation into Ireland, from the coimtries belonging to any of the States of
*' North America, as the same are or many be subject to an importation from
** the said countries into this kingdom."
" That it is expedient, that measiu'es sliould be taken to prevent disputes

touching the exercise of the right of the inhabitants of each kingdom to fish
*' on the cor.'^.t of any part of the British d -minions.'*

XVII. That it is expedient, that " such privileges of printing and vending
** books as are or may be legally ])osse.ssed within Great Britain under the
*' grant of the crown or otherwise, and" the copy-rights of the authors and
booksellers of Great Britain, should continue to be protected in the manner
they are at present, by the laws of Great Britain ; and that it is just that mea-
sures should be taken by the parliament of Ireland for giving the like protec-
tion to the copy-rights ofthe authors i^nd booksellers of th?.t kingdom.
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India merchandises than such as v/ere the produce of our own
colonies ; and Sdly. That Ireland should debar itself from any
of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits

of Magellan, so long as it should be thought necessary to con-
tinue the charter of the English East India Company.

In the course of the debates upon the propositions as they
stood with these amendments and additions, that Vvhich met
with the most vigorous opposition (independent of such general

reasoning as went against the system altogether) was the fourth,

in which Great Britain, it was contended, assumed both a pre-

sent and a future power to bind Ireland by such acts, as she

should pass relative to the trade and commerce of both king-

doms. This was stated to be a resumption of the right of

legislating for Ireland, which this country had renounced.

On one hand it was argued, against the propositions, that the

house ought to congratulate with itself upon its happy escape

from the system proposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer
but two months since; ail opposition to Vv'hich was then treated

as the effect of faction and disappointment. If the original re-

solutions had passed, they v/ould have lost for ever the mono-
poly of the East India trade ; they must have hazarded all the

revenue arising from spirituous liquors ; they would have sacri-

ficed the whole of the navigation laws of this countrv. Had
these resolutions passed into a law, they would have risked the

loss of the colonial market for the manufactures of Great Bri-

tain, and incurred the most extensive danger to the colonies

themselves ; they would have left it in the power of Ireland to

have drawn a revenue from our consumption. The just alarm
of the minister on the subject of the navigation lavv's, sufficiently

appeared from the extraordinary nature of the remedy he had
thought it expedient to adopt, which was no other than to assert

that, notwithstanding the independence of Ireland, she must
still in commercial laws and external legislation be governed by
Britain. That the wild scheme of extravagant speculation

" XVIII. That It is expedient, that re.^ulations should be adopted with respect
•' to patents to be hereafter granted for the encouragement of new inventions,
*' so that the rights, privileges, and restrictions thereon granted and contained,
" shall be of equal duration and force throughout Great Britain and Ireland.'*

XIX, That the appropriation of whatever sumtlie gross heredhary revenue
of the kingdom of Ireland (the due collection thereof being secured by perma-
nent provisions) shall produce, after deducting all drawbacks, repayments, or
bounties granted in tlie nature of drawbacks, over and above the sum of six
hundred and tifty-six thousand pounds in each year, towards the support of
the naval force of the empire, to be applied in such manner as the parliament.
Ireland shall direct, by an act to be passed for that purpose, will be a satisfactoiy
}>rovision, proportioned to the gi'owing prosperity of that kingdom, towards
defraying, in time of peace, the necessary expenccs of protecting the trade and
general interer^ts of the empire.
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comprised in the resolutions, did not originate with the Irish

nation. That a stranger had been sent thither to offer a nos-

trum of his own invention for the relief of a disordered state.

For the irritation and ill humour existing in that country,

ministers were responsible. The violences which they committed
in Ireland merited the most decisive and general reprobation.

Their attacks on the liberty of the press ; their endeavours to

prevent kgal meetings, for the purpose of deliberating on the

best means of reforming the national representation ; their pro-

ceedings against men by summary attachment, were measures

which might well be supposed to inflame the minds of the peo-

ple of Ireland. That now imprudent insult was to be compen-
sated by imprudent concession. But let the house beware of

a design so insidious and so ruinous as that of a commutation
of English commerce for Irish slavery. The propositions, as

thev were even now modified, were far too complicated and ex-

tensive to be voted by the majority of the members of that

house, on anv other ground than that of confidence in the minis-

ter : and surely the right honourable gentleman had sufficiently

demonstrated, that implicit confidence in him was as dangerous

as it was absurd j that infallibility was no more his prerogative,

than that of others.

On the other hand it v/as argued in favour of the system, that

it was a measure of absolute necessity, in order to put an end to

the discontents, vvhich prevailed to so alarming a degree in the

sister kingdom. That if the present propositions were not

passed into a law, all that had already been done in favour

of Ireland v/ould prove nugatory, as it was clearly inadequate to

the expectations of that country.

That with, respect to the fourth proposition, it was a condi-

tion, which the safety of our own navigation laws made it

necessary to annex to the boon granted to Ireland. That it

was unfair to infer from thence, that the British legislature

had any views of trenching on the independence of Ireland,

since it left to that kingdom the option of taking, or refusing

the advantages holden out to her, subject to such a condition.

That the condition itself was such as had frequently been adopt-

ed in the negotiations of independent states ; as in the late

treaty betv/ixt this kingdom and France, when the latter bound
herself to publish certain edicts, as soon as other acts stipulated

on our part, v/ere made known to that country.

With respect to the disadvantages, which it had been suppo-

sed our manufacturers would have to encounter from the com-
parative small price of labour in Ireland, it was said, such a

supposition arose from a misconception of facts. That the

wages of artizans and manufacturers, although not of common
labourers, were higher there than in this country, and therefore
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there was little likelihood of their being able to undersel us on
that ground. Nor could our commerce be in any danger from
the reasons, which had been alleged, since the provisions and
restrictions contained in the propositions, were sufficient as w^ell

to prevent any clandestine importation of foreign goods into

Ireland, as to insure the duties payable on all such as might be
legally imported.

The great contest upon these propositions, was on the 12th
of May, when the house, at eight o'clock in the morning,
divided, 125 for the questioia of adjournment, and 249 against

it.*" Notwithstanding this triumph of the minister, Mr. Pelham

* It is impossible, and perhaps unnecessary, for any historical purpose, to
foliow the different speakers through the long-, animated, and often instructive

debates and conversations upon theae propositions. In one of them (on the
19tli of May, 18 Pari. Debates, p. 333) Mr. Burke, after a most grateful
apostrophe to this country for the sig-nal favours and lionours heaped upon
him, gave this just and beautiful plctvue of the relative superiorit} of this over
his own country...." To consult the interests of England and Ireland, to unite
*' and consolidate them into one, was a task he would undertake, as tJiat by
-" which he could best discharge the duties he owed to iioth. To Ireland,
** independence of legislature hud . been given ; she was now a co-ordinate,
*' though less powerful state ; but pre-eminence and dignity were due to
** England ; it was she alone that must bear the weiglit and biu-den of the
*' empire ; she alone must pour out the ocean of wealtli necessary for the
** dcleuce of it : Ireland, and other parts, might eniity their iittle urns to
*' swell the tide .- they might w iekl their iittle pun}- tridents ; but the great
*' trident that was to move the world, must be grasped by England alone, and
** dearly it cost her to hold it. Independence of legislatui-e had been granted
" to Ireland; but no other indepeivilence could Gieut Britain give her, without
*' reversing the order and decree of nature : Ireland could not be separated
** from England ; she could not exist withv)ut her; she must ever remain
*' under the protection of Eng-land, her guardian angel."

On the same occasion Mr, Fox gave the following historical account of
these propositions, (18 Pari, Debates, p. 256)...." In the administration of
*' which I made a part, their legislature was declared to be independerit

;

'* and in addresses from both h.ouses ofparliament, they j)rofessed themselves so
** entirely content, as not to consiiler it possible that any subsequent question
*• of political division could arise between the two kingdoms. Yet, in the very
" next session, they gave indications of new dissatisfaction, and farther con-
*' cessions were made. Hov»" are we then to argue from these facts ? One
" would imagine, that the most effectual and satisfactory method of quieting
*' the apprehensions, or reheviirgthe exigencies of a distressed country, would
*' be that of appealing to their own testimony for a knov/ledge of their cir-
' cumstances ; to collect information from themselves ; to desire them to
*' state, in their own persons, th.e measure of their calamities, and the best
*' expedients for the relief of them. This was precisely the way pursued
** heretofore. The concessions were granted on the declarations of the best
*' informed men in the land ; men, the !)est qualiiied to know the state, the
*• wants, and the expectations of the kingdom ; Mr. Hussey Burgh and Mr.
*' Grattan ; names which no man could mention but with the sincerest and
*' most cordial respect, were tlie authorities on Vv-hicli England proceeded, and
*' on which she relied. But this, it seems, however specious and natural,
*' was not the proper method of ascertaining tlic wants, or wishes of another
*• kingdom. The true and only means of finaiiy concluding- all disputes with
" Ireland, is to send a sU'ajiger there, and order him to address himself to



lis AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

again divided the house, but with the like effect, on an amend-
ment, seconded by Lord Surrey, for inserting after the words
commercial advantages in the second resolution, the words, '' as

''''far as may he consistent xvith the essential interest of the ma-'

*' nufacturers^ revenue^ commerce^ and navigation of Great Bri-
*' tain:'

The propositions, after having been agitated upwards of three

months, with unusual warmth on both sides, and after having

received a variet}^ of amendments and alterations, finally passed

the House of Commons by a large majority, on the 30th of

May, on which day they were carried up to the lords. Here
again they became the subject of much laborious investigation,

and were strongly contested, and received some amendments,
though none of a material nature. Lord Stormont, (afterwards

Earl of Mansfield), and Lord Loughborough, (now Earl of

Roselyn), were the most forward on the part of opposition.

Lord Camden spoke very strongly in favour of the measure, as

appearing to him, after the most comprehensive view of the mat-

ter, salutary and political, and which v/ould be productive of

many valuable benefits to the empire at large. His lordship

spoke strongly in support of the protecting superiority of Great
Britain, which must ever necessarily attend her situation in re-

lation to Ireland. In the course of the business. Lord Shtlburne,

v/ho had been recently created Marquis of Lansdown, though
ultimately for the proposition, said, he would not permit any

party bias or political connection to mislead his judgment: he
entered into a masterly view of the whole subject, in his usual

manner of treating every great political question. He differed

from those, who had preceded him in their opposition to the

" their senate in siicli Ir.nj^uaire as this :....* Hear me, ye men of ignorance
* and credulitj' ! you know notliing- of what you want, what you wish, or v. hat
* would be g-ood for you : trust yourselves to me, I am perfect master of all

* your infirmities ; here is the .specific that will cure you, the infallible nostrum
* for all aliments.* It seems that tins is tlie only conciliatory expedient for

" administering- to the relif of a disordered state, not to suffer the inhabitant*
*' to speak, but to send a man among-st them ig-norant at once of their exig-en-

•' cies, their gTievances, and their policy, to propose wild schemes of extrava-
*' g-ant speculation, and prescribe for the disorder without the painful tedi-

" "ousness of trying- to understand it. In compliance Mith this new idea, Mr.
*' Orde, an English g-entleman, the secretary to an Eng-lish nobleman, the lord
" lievitenant for the time, rises up and proposes a set of resolutions, which he
"pledges hinisclfto carry into complete execution. These resolutions are
*• brought to England, and after two months discussion, are completely and
" fur.dam.entally altered. Upon these resolutions the right honourable gen-
*« tleman thinks lumself warranted to say that the sj-'stem will be final. The
** right honourable gentleman said, he !)iust have a fund of credulity who be-
*' iieved all the evidence wiiich tlie manufacturers had given at tiie bar. In
" like maiiner, I say, that he must have a fund of credulity indeed, wlio can
" believe on sucli premises, that the Irish will be content v. ith this system,
" or that th.e general intcrcs-.a of both countries can be promoted by its esta-

'-^ blishment.'
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measure : for if one-tenth of their allegations were founded in

truth, Great Britain should not only shrink from the arrange-

ment, but Ireland should tremble at the acceptance. It had
been brought to a mathematical certainty, that whatever bene-

fits Ireland received from ihis country, so deeply was she drawn
into the vortex of our good or evil, the share she took in our
subsequent misfortunes, was more than sufficient to counterba-

lance the precedent advantages : and he witnessed the mise-

ries she was still suffering from the calamities of the American
war.

With respect to the arrangement before the house, he said he
should not enter into any discussion of the interests of Ireland,

as that care more properly belonged to her own parliament.

He would give every indulgence to ministers, who, if they were
not infatuated, would give that attention to it, which a business

of so much importance demanded. No man respected the ma-
nufacturers more than he did ; they v/ere sensible, enlightened,

clear headed, and provident. No men were better informed

on all the subjects, with which their trade w^as connected, than

that body ; a.id ministers must always find it their interest to

consult with them, and to take their advice. But the manufac-
turers were men with prejudices, subject to err, particularly

where they v/ere blinded by personal interest.

The Chamber of Manufacturers he considered as an institu-

tion, which might be productive of much good, and give a par-

tial assistance to ministers : though he confessed he was an
enemy to people assembling, and giving to themselves what
names they pleased

;
publishing manifestoes, edicts, and he

knew not what to call their papers. Some noble lords seemed
to apprehend, that Ireland having an unlimited trade, would
soon be able to beat England out of the foreign markets ; but a
country without a capital could not be a rival, and capital was
required to carry on both the carrying trade and the depot
trade. It had been said, a stipulation to receive Irish linens

duty free for ever, and continue the duties on foreign linens,

might be attended with bad consequences in a future negotia-

tion with some foreign powers j but he would never believe,

that any foreign power would act so improperly, or so inde-

cently, as to take oifence at privileges bestowed on fellow-sub-

jects of one common sovereign. He laughed to scorn all such
impotent menaces of apprehensions : there was not a power in

Europe whom a look from this country would not deter, or sud-
denly bring back from any resolution that they might hastily

give into from pique. The material distinction between this

country and the powers on the continent, was : they all must
sacrifice their commercial to their political interests ; whereas,
such were the peculiar circumstances, and such the good for-
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tune of England, that she could at all times make her political

yield to her commercial interests. The objection that was

made to the system on account of its finality, was with him its

praise : the fundamental principles he hoped would be establish-

ed on the most permanent footing ; but these did not compre-

hend the detail of the system. Let the two nations understand

one another in the first place ; let them fairly meet on funda-

mental principles ; and having acquired mutual confidence in

each other by the faithful settle u^ent of the foundation, ail the

subsequent considerations might be easily and gradually dis-

cussed and determined : then these countervailing duties, which

all sides acknowledged to be of difficult adjustment, but whicli

nobody would assert to be impracticable, might be regularly

settled at the discretion of the two parliaments ; and they might

always be adjusted to the circumstances of the times, and be

changed as occasions and necessities might require.

When noble lords objected to the system's being final, because

it might prevent an union between the two kingdoms, did they

for a moment consider the practicability of an union ? There

were several circumstances, that distinguished the cases of

vinion with Ireland from that of Scotland. He mentioned some

few, but there were many obstacles, which lay in the way of an

union. Before an union was talked of, ministers should know the

temper of the people of Ireland. High minded and jealous of

their liberties, ministers, must first learn whether the Irish

nation would consent to give up their distinct empire, their

parliament, and all the honours, which belonged to their owit

rovalty and state. Apprehensions had been conceived, that the

three thousand men, that Ireland lent annually to England, and

paid out of her own exchequer, might be recalled and disband-

ed ; it should rather be reflected with satisfaction, that instead

of three thousand^ Ireland might now whenever the exigencies

of England should require it, send out her whole military esta-

blishment, being herself secure iTom hostile invasion, through

the numbers, discipline, and spirit of her volunteer army : Ire-

land was in little danger of becoming an object of a descent in

any future war ; for she had convinced all Europe, that she was

able, with her volunteer forces only, to repel the attack of the

most powerful nation in Europe. No people in the world had

a more animated generosity, or effusion of heart, than Ireland

;

this had ever been their national character and their pride ; no-

thing would be lost by trusting to it ; and if Ireland had ever

done wrong, it had been for-the want of a good leading, or by

the misleading of England. Here alone had been the griev-

ance, and not with the generous Irish.

To let things remain as they were, would, of all expedients,

be the most dangerous. We had raised the hopes of the Irish
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nation ; they were on the rack of expectation ; and they had
minds too sanguine to remain long on the stretch, and relax un-

gratified into patience and submission. Something must be
done respecting the general question of an adjustment, and the

corner stone of connexion be laid in that moment. That in the

interval of a summer vacation, many events and storms might
happen to wash it away, if it were not solidly and deeply laid

;

and that if there were not now a beginning, it might be doubt-

ful, when we might ever again have a chance to see the begin-

ning take place. While peace lasted, we should avail our-

selves of the opportunity, and form a plan while in a state of
quiet, which might grow habitual before we came again into a
state of trouble and distress.

On the 18th of July, Earl Fitzwilliam observed, that he had
heard it argued, that the adjustment then going forward, was
necessary, on the authority of a resolution, that had passed that

house in the year 1782, which laid it down, that a permanent
ground of connection ought to be established between Great
Britain and Ireland : that resolution, he contended, did not ex-

tend to, or comprehend any idea whatsoever of a commercial
nature, but was solely confined to political objects, and that

opinion he would by no means relinquish, unless the minister,

who had brought it forv/ard, were ready to stand up and de-

clare, that his object in proposing it, was one that related to

commerce. That necessity had also been attempted to be
proved, from the riots and discontents among the manufactu-
rers of Dublin ; but that he by no means admitted as a sufficient

reason for the concessions granted by the present arrangement,

looking upon it as he did, to proceed from that licentiousness,

with which Captain Brooke had described those persons to be

infected. The demands, which that mob had made, were for

protecting dutiesj which their parliament had very wisely, and
he was sorry to say, with more fortitude than had been shewn
by the minister of England, refused to gratify them with, know-
ing that such a measure was by no means necessary. Since

then these clamours of a mob had been received as dictates by
a British minister; v/hy did he exceed them in his acquies-

cence ? and why dicl he, in compliance with a demaiad of pro-

tecting duties, introduce a system, that overturned the v/hole

policy of the navigation and trade of Great Britain ? for he
would again repeat what he had said before, that the universa-

lity of the plan then proposed, was a proof of the indiscrimi-

nating weakness of those, from whom it originated ; who, in

despair of discovering the proper objects, which the arrange-

ment ought to embrace, had widely and wantonly extended it

to all. But other reasons besides the wgint of protecting duties,

VOL. III. Q.
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'TOight be assigned for the prevalent discontents in Ireland^

(reasons by no means connected with commerce, but wholl)^ re-

lating to constitutional considerations,) which were the violent

and oppressive measures pursued in that country by attachment,

to restrain public meetii^gs of the people for the purpose of de-

liberating on greac natio::,al questions, a thing which they v/ere

indisputably entitled to do, especially at the very time that a cir-

cular letter was sent about this kingdom und^r the sanction of

the minister, and signed by a gentleman of some consideration,

(the Rev. Mr. Wyvill) inviting the people to conventions and
associations of a similar nature, and for the same purposes as

those, v/hich were the objects of such intemperate persecution

in Ireland.

I^ord Townshend, vvhose government of Ireland for nearly

five years, supereminently qualified him to speak favourably

of that country, on this occasion supported ultimately the pro-

positions, though he interlarded his speech vv'ithsome home
truths, eminently iilustrativ^e of the critical situation of that

country, under the then existing circumstances. When he re-

turned from his majesty's government in that kingdom in 1772,

he had the honour to tell their lordships in that house, that if

they did not bring that Unfortunate contest with America to a

short issue, there was another part of the empire, which had
long laboured under our burdens and v/ars, which v/ould expect
fi'om our justice at least, as much Indulgence as others might
acquire by their revolt. He remembered he was deemed what
was called a croaker, nay worse, a croaker of treason ; but the

views, interests and passions of mankind, were generally the

«ame j and when neither senators nor ministers would make
them a part of their calculations, but endeavour to quadrate

M^hat they wanted by what they wished, they would ever find

themselves the dupes of theii- ov/n calculation. He wished that

many of their lordships had deigned to have visited the remote
provinces of our sister kingdom ; there they would have seen a

hardy, innocent, oppressed race of men, in a rich soil, surround-

ed by num.berless flocks and herds, yet unclothed, unfed, and
• mostly unhoused, owing to our restrictions upon their imports
• and exports, yet contributing their persons and their labours to

the support of the empire: v/ould their lordships wish to con-
tinue so large a part of their fellow-subjects in that state of sub-

' ordination and misery ? The fact was, that our manufacturers
had informed Ireland of more than she knew before ; that if we

- did not grant them a fair participation of our commerce, they
• would have it without it. If any one were wild enough to think

we could coerce them, he neither knew the geographical situa-

i tion of Ireland, nor the character of its inhabitants. His lord-

ship wished to «ay no more on this subject, th^in that an opulent
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jtnd luxurious countiy, like an individual of ihe same character,,

might lose much by such a conflict ; a poor country, like a poor

individual, especially if robust, and desperate, would suffer

less, perhaps could scarcely be worse than they were. It had
been urged by many, what necessity was there for such a mea-
sure at that time ? The parliament of Ireland said, they had ex-

pressed twice the warmest satisfaction and perfect contentm.ent

at his majesty's gracious indulgences to that kingdom; that the

volunteers were dwindling, and that the force of government was
never stronger there, or had ever been more exerted to the sup-

pression of rebellion and tumults than at that period. He must,

he declared, ever honour the national spirit of the volunteers of

that kingdom, in spite of ail the discountenance, discouragements,

and expedients, with which government attempted to depress

them. They had given an ilUistrious example of v/hat a brave

and animated people could effect in their own defence. Yet
he did not carry his admiration so far as to approve their as-

sembling under the nose of parliament, to prescribe, reform,

and dictate to their representatives ; there was much paUiation

to be pleaded in behalf of our impassioned ne'-ghbours, especially

when they recollected, v/hat a quantity of political conibustibles

had been exported into that kingdom from this, and even the

most chimerical propositions recommended, however unfitting

her peculiar situation ; on the contrary, Imd the same constitu-

tional regulations been imparted to her at that period, which we
had adopted and enjoyed in this kingdom, those formidable vo-

lunteers had perhaps never existed ; but it scffmed we were as

jealous of our constitutional superiority as our commercial, and
consequently had surrendered with reluctance what we should

have granted with cordiality. The alterations which had been
made in the first propositions to Ireland, were certainly very

considerable, and plainly proved the defects of the original plan ;

imperfect and perilous it certainly was, and had It passed, might
have produced greater evils than, he was persuaded, it waS caU
culated to prevent. Much reproach had been laid at the mU
nister's door for the alterations he had made or admitted ; in

this his lordship rather thought him commendable in reforming

his own errors, or of those v/ho might have misled him, and
for adopting better materials from his adversaries. What
would not have been urged, and with justice, had he acted

otherwise ? Had he persisted in errors, and persevered in mea-
sures repugnant to his professed views and the interest of ]3oth

countries, because they were his own....Had he maintained his

own infallibility in spite of his conviction, and sacrificed the

peace and v/elfare of both kingdoms to his own personal impor-

tance. He said, he scarcely knew how to avoid mentioning,

jiior how to describe to its full extent, her situation for trade, the
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advantages of her southern ports, her command of St. George's

Channel, the supplies of her sailors, and provisions in time of

war, her consumption of our manufactures and imports in time

of peace, the manhood, intrepidity, and perseverance of her in-

habitants, aids which a voluptuous empire always required, and
could not exist without. There were thoi^e he knew, who
counted much upon her proximity and her divisions. She was
too near, not to be most dear to us, and their lordships might

believe, not so mutable upon national points as ourselves. He
spoke not to intimidate, but to inform. All he hoped most ar-

dently was, that we might give enough to engage the affections

and cordiality of our sister kingdom ; not to attempt a bargain

parsimonious and equivocal. He knew the generous and man-
ly sentiments of that country were such, as v/ould engage them
to make a common cause, and admit of no future distinctions.

If he had expressed any degree of preference for Ireland, he

begged their lordships would impute it to the veneration he

bore it, arid the obligation he owed for their partiality to his

failings ; he was naturally, he hoped, the advocate of the op-

pressed and meritorious ; he knew the Irish to be generous and

untemporizing friends, and who disdained to be behind hand

jn reciprocity. On the 19th of July, 1785, after a long debate

a division took* place in the House of Lords, when there were

84 for the resolutions, and 30 against them.

On the same day the resolutions were sent from the Lords to

the Commons, where, after a very warm debate, the amendments

made by the Lords were agreed to: afterwards Mr. Pitt brought

in a bllif to the House of Commons founded upon them, which

was read a first time on the second of August: and was followed

up by an address to his majesty, voted by both houses of par-

liament, wherein they acquainted him with what they had done,

and that it remained for the parliament of Ireland to judge and

decide thereupon. On the 12th of August Mr. Secretary Orde

moved the house for leave to bring in a bill, which was a mere

transcript of that moved by the English minister. The debates

on this occasion, and more especially on the side of opposition,

were long and animated. Whatever had the least appearance

* The f;.llo\vin^ protest was entered on the Journals «' Dissentient, because

we conceive the plan contained in the report, as well from the nianner, in

V'hich it lias been introduced and conducted, as from the matter \yhich it con-

tains, to be likely to create and promote jealousy and dissatisfaction through-

out the kingdom.
Derby Wentworth Fitzwilliam
Plymouth NorthingtoKi
ScARBonouGH Keppei,."

•)• In order to pve the reader full information upon this impoiiant part of the

modem history of Ireland, the debate on Mr. Pitt's bill is given in tlie Ap-

pendix, No. LXXV. together with the address to tlie king, and hi:* majesty's

answer.
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of infringmg on the legif lative independency of Ireland, was
marked and stigmatized in terms of the utmost indignation and
contempt. The perpetual disposition of her hereditary revenue
by the last proposition, the surrender of her commercial legisla-

tion by the fourth, the restraint imposed on her from trading

beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and the Straits of Magellan
by the ninth, were put in every point of view, in which reason and
eloquence could render them impressive and convincing. On
this side of the question, Mr. Grattan^ and Mr. Flood were
not only supported by the regular body of opposition, which
amounted to more than threescore, but were also joined bv all

from the treasury bench, who set up any pretension to indepen-

dence.

In favour of the bill it was urged by Mr. Fitzgibbon, Mr.
Hutchinson and Air. Foster, that the fourth proposition, which
had excited so much jealousy and alarm, could not on any fair

construction be said to take from Ireland her right of commer-
cial legislation, any more than the acts passed in 1779 and 1782
had done before ; in those Ir«rland had stipulated to trade v.'ith

the British colonies and setiiemenis in such manner as Great
Britain herself traded, to impose the like duties.^ and to adopt
the same restrictions and regulations. Tiiat in the bill before

them, it was proposed to trade with Great Britain on the same
principle ; the liberty of either complying with the conditions,

or renouncing the agreement i?! toto, whenever the conditions

should become obnoxious and unsatisfactory, would be left bv
the present bill fall as much in the power of the Irish parlia-

ment, as it was by either of the foregoing acts. The fiiiterence

only was, that by the former acts Ireland had subscribed to the

commercial laws, whjch had been adopted by Great Britain for

290 years back ; by the present, to such as that country should
bind itself to in future ; but that it would be still in the power
of the Irish parliament to renounce these laws, and the whole
agreement together, whenever she thought proper. On the

other hand, the commercial advantan^c-s offered to Ireland bv
the bill M'ere stated to be very important; the linen trade was
thereby secured to her for ever, the colony trade through Ireland

to Great Britain was given her, the British markets were thrown
open to Irish manufactures, and again, as these manufactures,

were allowed to be re-exported from Great Britain, with a draw-
back of all duties, the Irish would, in effect, export on the foun-

daiion of British capital, at the same time, that they were left

to employ their own capital in the extension of their home
manufactures.

• The speech of Mr. Grattan is .^ivcn in the Appendix No. LXXVI. not
only as comprehending all that could be said upon tl;is siiject, but as a speci-
men of the subliracst oratory.
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After a vehement debate, which lasted 18 hours, the house
divided at nine in the morning upon the motion of Mr. Orde
for leave to bring in the bill, ayes 127, noes 108. Such a divi-

sion in the first stage of the business was equivalent to a defeat;

and on the Monday following (15th of August) Mr. Orde
moved the first r^^ading of the bill, and the printing it; declaring

that he did not intend to make any further progress in the

business during the present session, lie had completed his

duty respecting it. If it v» ere revived, it must be by a motion
from the public, ^vho at the commencement of the ensuing

session might take such lurther steps as they should think

proper.

In order to preclude a motion of censure framed by Mr.
Flood, the secretary then moved an adjournment ; and Mr.^
Flood consenting, not without difficulty, to wave his motion,

the adjournment was carried without a division. Public illumi-

nations testified the joy excited by the sudden termination of
this extraordinary business, which thus ended to the great dis-

appointment of the ministry in both kingdoms.
On the 15th of August, when the bill was presented and

ordered to be printed, Mr. Flood proposed the following reso-

lution to the bouse :...," Re.sQhed^'^ That we hold ourselves

* In the early p.irt of this debate Mr. Ciirran gave the follov/ing picturesque
view of the last impori-Uint debate. (5 Pa.r. Deb. p. 453) He expressed the
elTi'.sions of his joy upoti tlie victory hU country had obtained. He said he
vould support the resolution proposed by the honourjible member, because he
thought it necessary to declare to the people, that their rights had not been
solely supported by 110 independent p^entlemen, but tb.at if eight or ten of
th.em had been absent, then those wlio had countenanced the measure, would
]iave abandoned every idea of prosecuting- it further. He rejoiced tl^at tl.e

cloud, which had loured over them, h;ul pressed away, nnd he declared he had
no intention to wound the feeling's of the minister, by triwmjohing-in his defeat

;

on the contrary, he migiit be sa-id to rise witli some degree of self-denial^

when he gave to others an opportunity of exulting ii^ tlie victory. The oppo-
sition in England had tlirown many impediments in the way, but he would
remember with gratitude, that the opposition tijere had supported the liber-

tics of Ireland. V/hen he saw them reprobatiiig the attacks made upon tlie

trial by jury ; Avhen he saw them supportmg the legislative rights of Ireland,

he could not refrain from giving them his applause. They well knevv that an
invasion of the liberty of Ireland would tend to an attack upon their own. The
principle of iil>erty, thank heaven, still continued in tftose countries, that prin-
ciple, Mhich had stained the fields of Marathon, stood in the pass to Ther-
mopyl?2, and gave to America independence. Happy it was for Ireland, that
she had rccovei-ed her rights by victory, not stained with blood, not a victory
bathed in the tears of a mother, a sister or a wife, not a victory hanging over
the grave of a Warren or a Montgomery, and uncertain whether to tr;umji!i

in wliat she had gained, or to mourn over Nvhat she had lo^t. The bill was at
an end, the cloud that had been collecting so long, and ftireateningto break in
tempest and ruin on their heads, had passed harmless av.-ay. The siege that
was drawn round the constitution was raised, and the enemy was goi:e ^wvai
ire et Dorica cast/a, and t;«ey might now go abioad without fear, and trace
the dangers they had escaped; here was 'drawn the line of circumvallation,,
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^' bound not to enter into engagement to give up the sole and
" exclusive right of the parliament of Ireland in all cases what-
" ever, as well externally as commercially and internally."

The secretary evaded it by a motion for adjournment to the 5th
of September, in order to give time to print, read and digest
the bill : Which was carried by a very great majority. Although
Mr. Flood had consented to withdraw his resolution, the debate
was kept up in a very turbulent manner for three or four hours
longer. Mr. Flood said, he had never heard more miischievous
and inflammatory language, or more folly than on that evening.
He was called to order by Mr. Foster and Mr. Fitzgibbon, who
were prominently conspicuous in favour of the propositions :

between whom and the patriotic orator many severe personali-

ties passed. When the house met, pursuant to the late adjourn-
ment on the 5th of Februaiy, Mr. Pery gave in his resignation
of the chair, which he had filled for fourteen years. Mr. Foster
was unanimously elected speaker in his lieu, and was on the
same day presented at the bar of the Lords, and approved of
by the lord lieutenant. After the return of the speaker and the
Commons, to their own House, Mr. Daly observed, that the
conduct of the late speaker had been highly honourable to him-
self, and advantageous to the nation, conferring dignity upon
the house, and drawing revv:?rence to its proceedings ; it was,
therefore, incumbent on the House to attend his retreat with
every mark of respect, to demonstrate in what high estimation
they held integrity, wisdom and moderation, and to prove that
turbulence or meanness Vv-ere not the onlv roads to preferment

:

he therefore moved, " That the thanks of this House should be
*' given to the Right Honourable Edmond Sexton Pery, for his
" constant and unwearied attendance in the chair during the
" course of above fourteen years in three successive parlia-
" ments ; for the unshaken integrity and steady impartiality
" of his conduct there, and for the indefatigable pains and un-
" common abilities, with which he has constantly exerted him-
" self to promote the real interest of his country, and to main-
" tain the honour and dignity of parliament, and to preserve
" inviolable the rights and privileges of the Commons of Ire-
" land."

that cut them off for ever from the eastern \A-orld ; ami there the corresponding
one, that inclosed them from the v.est. Nor, let us, said he, forget in our
exultation to whom we are indebted for the delivei'ance. Here stood the
trusty mariner (Mr. Conolly) on his old station tlie masthead, and gafe the
signal. Here (Mr. Flood) all the wisdom ofthe state was collected, exploring
your weakness and your strength, detecting every ambuscade, and pointing to
the hidden battery, that was brought to bear on the shrine of freedom. And
there (Mr. Grattan) was exerting an eloquence more than human, ii^spiving,

fwrming', directing, animating to the great purposes of your salvation.
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Which being passed unanimously in the affirmative, he

moved,
" That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, most

" humbly to beseech his Majesty, that he would be graciously
*' pleased to confer some signal mark of favour upon the Right
'' Honourable Edmond Sexton Pery, late speaker of this House,
" for his great and eminent services performed to that country,

" and the distinguished ability and integrity with which he had
'' presided in the chair of that House; and to assure his Majesty,
*' that whatever expence his Majesty should think proper to be
" incurred upon that account, that House would make good the
'' same to his Majesty."

Which likewise passed unanimously in the affirmative; and

then Lord Headford moved that a committee should be ap-

pointed to draw up an address to his grace the lord lieutenant

for his wise and prudent administration. On the next day

Lord Headford reported from the committee appointed to draw
up an address of thanks to his grace the lord lieutenant for his

wise and prudent administration, that they had drawn up the

following address.

" To his Grace Charles, Duke of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant

" General and General Governor of Ireland, the humble

" address of the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses, in Pjtr-

" liament assembled.

" May it please your Grace,

" We his majesty's most dutiful and loyal
" subjects, the Commons of Ireland in parliament assembled,
" beg leave hunibly to express to your grace, with unaffected
" warmth, the satisfaction which we feel in every opportunity
" of testifying our respect for your person, and our attachment
" to your government. We cannot reflect upon your grace's
" constant attention to the happiness and welfare of this king-
'^ dom, without grateful acknowledgments to his majesty, that
*' his majesty has been pleased to give us so acceptable a proof
" of his royal favour, as the continuing your grace in the go-

vernment of Ireland. The generous humanity of disposition,

and high sense of honour, v/hich distinguish your grace's pri-

" vate character, have in conjunction with your hereditary spirit

" and firniness, endeared you to the nation, by their happy in-

" fiuence on your public conduct.
" V/e humbly desire your grace to accept our sincere thanks

" for those exertions, which in consequence of our unanimous
" address, and in obedience to his majesty's commands, your
*' grace employed, during the last interval between our sessions,

4t T-

(C
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" in preparing a plan of commercial intercourse with Great Bri-

** tain. We are aware that the utmost delicacy and caution are

" necessary for the conduct of measures, in which the rights and
" interest of both kingdoms are equally concerned, and must be
" equally regarded ; and we entertain a j ust sense of the attention

*' your grace has manifested to this principle, that their comple-
" tion should depend upon the public satisfaction. We trust

*' therefore, that the further consideration of this subject will be
" pursued with that temper, that spirit of conciliation, and that im-
" partial attention to the general welfare of the whole empire,
" which alone can ensure permanency to any system, or enable
" the wisdom of parliament to perfect such an equal, reciprocal,

" and just arrangement as n^ay unite both kingdoms for ever In

'' interest, and preserve in each a firm confidence of mutual af-

'' fection.

" It is our zealous and ardent wish, that your grace may long
" continue the government of this kingdom, and contemplate,
" with growing pride and satisfaction, the successful effect of
" your government, in the increasing affection of a generous
" people, and in the progressive harmony and strength of the
" empire."

The address having been first read at large, and afterwards

paragraph by paragraph, as the Speaker was proceeding to put

the question, Mr. Grattan, who just entered the house, said, " I
" wish to give my assent to the address ; every personal com-
" pliment to his grace the lord lieutenant, I am desirous, to pay

;

" the motion of yesterday, therefore, to thank him for his pru-
*' dent, wise, and just administration, passed unanimously ; but
" the address combining the personal merit of his grace with
" the political demerit of the late offensive arrangement, embar-
" rasses those who would make a personal compliment, without
*' making a public surrender of commerce and constitution ; I
" say, if the address only proposed to let down administration
*' easy, to cover their most happy defeat, and to console them a
*' little for the most fortunate overthrow of a most unjustifiable
" system, I should have been silent ; but here is my objection

;

*' I fear I see in some part of that address, a train laid for the
'' revival of the twenty propositions, and of that bill by which
'' the right honourable gentleman proposed to carry the substance
" of those propositions into execution. Where the address
*' would thank the minister for the attention paid to the satisfac-
" tion of the public, I have no objection to it, other than a want
" of foundation in fact. The secretary did not, in the conduct
*' of this commercial business, pay the least attention to public
*' satisfaction ; on the contrarv, after almost every county and
" city in the most pointed manner, had exuress.ed their dissatis-

VOL. III. R
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" faction at Ins adjustment, he introduced his bill in their defi-
" ance ; nay, after an hundred and ten of the first men in the
" kingdom had oppcTsed the leave for bringing in the bill, he en-

tertained an intention of forcing on the measure, until he was
taught to understand, that the servants of the crown would op-
pose it in its procuress. The house was canvassed, and find-

ing that he would be in the minority, the right honourable
gentleman declined a measure, which he found he could not
carry; and yielded, not in compliment to public satisfaction,

" but in certainty and shame of a public parliamentary over-
" throw."

However, after a long conversation, the question for the ad-
dress was carried by 130 against 13. The house then attend-
ed the lord lieutenant, who after signifying the royal assent
to several public and private bills, thus addressed the two
houses of parliament.

" jSIy Lords and Gentlemen,

" ALTHOUGH the very advanced sca^
" son of the year renders it expedient to conclude the present
'^ session of parliament, I flatter myself, that the great object of
" adjusting a commejTcial intercourse with Great Britain has not
*' in vain engaged your attention, and protracted your delibera-
" tions. You have repeatedly expressed your wishes for the
" attainment of an equitable settlement, and I have the satisfac-
"" tion to observe, that you continue to be impressed with a true
" sense of its necessity and importance. You will have now the
"' fullest leisure to pursue your consideration of the subject in
" private, with that dispassionate assiduity which it so eminent-
" ly deserves.

" Gentlemen of tke House of Commons,

"I am to thank yon, in his majesty's name, for the liberal pro-
" vision you havemade for tlie public service, and the honourable
" support cf his majest}'s government. In your generous con-
" trilnition of supplies, you have not less consulted the dignity
" of his crown than the real interests of his people. The ne-
" cessity of preventing the accumulation of debt cannot be too
" strongU- enforced, and it shall be my earnest and constant en-

" deavour to render your wise exertions for this salutary pur-
" pose efTectual and permanent.

" My Lords and Gentlemen,

" I feel the truest satisfaction in obseTving the various benefi-

" cial laws, which have passed during this session, and the
•' wholesome effects of vour wisdom in the returning tranquillity

" and industry, and in the rising prosperity of the kingdom.
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-^ The conduct of parliament has had its just influence, their de-
** liberate spirit and approved attention at all times to the public
" welfare has inspired the peo])le with full confidence in the le.~

" gislature, and will teach them to consider their true interests
'' with calmness and discretion.

" The noblest object to which I can direct my attention, and
" which will ever constitute the happiness and pride of my life,

*'• is the establishment of the prosperity of Ireland, by extending
" and securing her commerce, and i:>y cementing and perpetuat-
^^ ing her connection with Great Britain. And I trust you will
"' continually cherish this sentiment in the national mind, that
" the stability and strength of the empire can alone be ultimate-
" ly insured by uniting the interests and objects of both king-
" doms in a general and equitable system of reciprocal andcon>
" mon advantage."

It is not to be supposed, that an object ofso much Importance,

which fully occupied the attention of both legislatures for seven
months, should fall under the consideration of the Irish people

out of parliament, without producing a considerable sensation

upon the public mind. We have occasionally adverted to the

agitation of political questions by the armed bodies of associated

volunteers. We have noticed the division of these associations

upon certain points, and we have reflected upon the consequent
decline of their influence and power upon the nation. The dif-

ferences, which actually procreated the dissent of Lord Charie-
mont from the general disposition of the original volunteers to

embrace their Catholic brethren in the systera of parliamentary

reform, were by the artful manoeuvres of government rendered
ancillary to the debilitation of that armed union of sentiment,

which bad defiance to their most rigorous exertions of power.
But these dissensions hitherto were confined to Catholic indul-

gence and parliamentary reform. The projected propositions

touched neither of these questions : and as fur as they could be
or were understood by the diiferent corps, vrhich undertook to

consider them, there appears to have been but one opinion for

their rejection. . The people was disposed or taught to believe,

that the propositions were detrimental to the interests of Ireland,

and that government wished and intended to force them upon
Ireland by the influence of the British cabinet. No wonder then,

that the popularity of the Duke of Rutland fell in the propor-
tionate degree, as these convictions gained ground, and every
exertion of rigour, whether by attachment or undoubted legal

process, infused into the popular mind a degree of venom and
asperity against their governor, whom they really considered
counteracting the interests of their country. The city of Dublin,
the grand centre of public and private negociation, continued
during the v.hole course of the summer of 1785. to be a scene
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of tumult and disorder. No sooner had parliament risen, than
the expedient of non-importation agreements was again resorted
to with greater zeal than ever. These engagements spread
themselves into every quarter of the kingdom : they received
the sanction of several grand juries, and the merchants of the
trading ports found themselves compelled to subscribe to them.
The enforcing of these prohibitory compacts naturally devolved
upon the lowest class of the people, and they proceeded in the
execution of that function according to the usual modes of popu-
lar discipline

: to keep these excesses within some bounds, the
military were posted in such parts of the city, as were the most
subject to tumult ; sentinels were placed to prevent or give notice
oi the first appearance of riot, and the garrison was kept in con-
stant readiness for action.

1 his untemporizing disposition in government drew on the
lord lieuicnant, M^hose manners were in other respects peculiarlv
adapted to command the favour of the Irish, an unusual share
of popular odium. His excellency once v/as received at the
theatre by the performance of a piece of m.usic, called the volun-
teer s march. A general uproar ensued ; the entertainments of
the evening were stopped j and it was said he narrowly escaped
the personal outrage of the mob.

IVhen the Duke of Rutland met the parliament, according to
adjournnienl, en the 19th of January, 1786, it appears from the
Gpeech Irom the throne, that it was his wish, that the considera-
tion ot the commercial intercourse should be revived ; he consi-
dered, that the national solicitude of the Irish parliament for the
wellare of that kingdom would point out to them the line of
conduct, which would be most conducive to the public ad-
vantage, and to that last; connection betv/een the sister kingdom,
so essential to the prosperity of both. In addressing himself to

the commons, he particularly adverted to the principle, which
they had so wisely established, of preventing the accumulation
of the national debt, which he hoped had already appeared to

them to have proved successful ; and he doubted not but they
would persevere in the wisdom of those measures, which in their

operation promoted such beneficial effects. And, in order to

smooth the way for a favourite object of government, he recom-
mended a systematic improvement of the police, and took that

occasion to call the attention of both houses to the frequent out-

rages, that had been committed in some parts of the kingdom.
Addresses both to his majesty and the lord lieutenant were, as

usual, voted and passed unanimously, though not without some
severe questions and animadversions upon them by Mr. Flood
and some other gentlemen of the opposition.^^'

* In the course of these debates Mr. Forbes alluded to the industiy ofg-overn-

H>eBt since the recess in their endeuv^iurs to reconcile tht; people to the com-
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As the tv/o grand objects, which government appeared the

most anxious to cany in this session, were the revival or some
modification of the commercial propositions, and the passing of
a police bill, so was his majesty's answer to the ^address of the

commons immediately calculated to give countenance and sup-

port to both those measures. Pains had also been taken to ex-

aggerate some rumours of disturbance and abuses in the country
parts, which had worked so strongly upon the nerves of Mr.
Ogle, that he declared in the House of Commons on the 6th of
February, 1786, that he saw the utter ruin of the Protestant

ascendancy in the affair of Mr. O'Connor and ten thousand
other instances. This Mr. O'Connor was generally consider-

ed a madman. He pretended to be a descendant from the an-

cient kings of Connaught ; he had lately taken it into his head
to possess himself of the estates and demesnes, which his ances-

tors had enjoyed. For this purpose he had assembled a num-

mercial propositions, by pamphlets and other publications in favour of the
measure. With reference to Mr. Orcle s own pamphlet, he in reply gave the
following account of it. He said, he lioped it Vv'ould never be deemed derogato-
ry to any man to account for his parliamentary conduct to his constituents :

for himself, he had great pleasure in reHecting, that for twenty-five years he
had maintained the most friendly correspondence with the city he had the
honour to represent ; and though when he hud foi-med an opinion upon the
full conviction of his own mind, he never would relinquish it for any man, yet
he held it but right for a representative to assign his reason to his constituents,

when he had the raisfortime of dilfering' from them, and if he could not per-
suade them to become of his opinion, at least to shew ihem, that he acted upon
principle, and in a full belief, that he was doing right. Consonant to this rule,

after the address of the Cork grand jury had been presented to him, he ex-
pressed his difference of opinion explicitly and decidedly. Comph.ints were
made, that he had treated his constituents with disrespect, by not explaining
his reasons ; he feit the force of the obsei-vation, and thought himself called
upon to assign his reasons. He did so in a letter to one of the magistrates,
which thie honourable gentleman had been pleased to dignify with the title of
a pamphlet. 6 Pari. Deb. p. 12,

* 12 Com. Jovu'n. p. 35.

*' GEORGE R.
•' His majesty thanks his faithful commons for their loyal and

" dutiful address, and receives with pleasure their professions of attachment
*' to his person, family, and government.

*' Tiie House of Commons rnay depend upon his majest} 's v/armest con-
" currence and support in all the great and important objects of their delibe-
'* rations, and that lie v/ill be always ready to co-operate v.ith them in any
" measures tending to strcngtlien that lasting connection between the two
'* kingdoms, so essentially iiccessary to the prosperity and happiness of all

" his majesty's subjects.
*• His mroesty ob.sei'ves, with much sailsfaction, their design of attending to

c« regulations lor the improvcmei:t of the credit, agriculture, and manufactures
•' of the kingdom, as well as to the security of pubhc and private property,
" and the i)rotection of society ; and agrees with them, that the encourage-
** ment of industiy, and the improvement of the education and morals of his

•« people, are among the first^ objects worthy of tlie care and attention of the
*,' House of Commons of Ireland.

'' G. R."
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ber of armed men, and he himself resided in a place situate

amongst bogs and fastnesses, where he had a cannon placed at

his door, by the firing of which he assembled the mob of the

country for many miles around. He had attempted to disnos-

sess several persons of their lands, particularly a Mr. Bourke,
of Ballydogan. In the last month he went to the lands of that

gentleman, and made a formal entry, at the same time telling

the hind, who had the care of the cattle, that if his master did
not, before the 16th of February, send him a certain sum of
money, he would carry his cattle away, where they should never
be found.

The solicitor general, on Mr. Ogle's statement to the com-
Ti"/ittee, informed them how far government had interfered in

thriL business of M-^. O'Connor : they had not been inattentive

to the information received of that gendeman's proceedings,

but-had applied to him and his colleague (the attorney general),

in order to know how far they were warranted in employing an
armed force to suppress him. They had returned their ansv/er,

tJiat consistent with law and constitution, government was not

warranted, until after due process the magistrates of the county
should have reported, that the power of the county was insuffi-

cient. The magistrates, he said, were in a state of torpor ; no-

thing more had been done by them, than receiving information,

which information went to shew, that Mr. O'Connor had dis-

possessed several persons of their lands ; however, the law ofH-

ccrs could not advise the taking repossession v/ith a military

force, until after due course of lav/. He concluded with thank-

ing his right honourable friend, v/hose honest zeal for the Pro-
testant interest of Ireland had given government an opportunity

of explaining their conduct in that business.

Mr. Conolly and some other gentlemen of great landed pro-

perty in the country, who had been much in the habit of sup-

porting government, now appeared to have taken a decided part

in the opposition to the Duke of Rutland's administration. On
this same day the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir John Par-

iidl) moved, that the debt of the nation was 3,0 4,167/. ; on
which Mr. Conolly observed, that the expences of government
every year increased ; that the minister came regularly to that

house to complain of the deficiency in the revenue, and demand-
ed a loan, which was granted on his promise of future cscono-

my : at last the revenue v%-as raised by new taxes to equal the

r7;pence, and still the expence had increased : he (as also Mr.
Grattan) insisted upon the necessity of makings stand against

the growth of expence, or else their constitution and commerce
were at an end. Accordingly, on the 9th of February, Mr.
Conolly moved the following resolutions : i^. That the house

did in the last session grrait certain Rev*^ taxes, estimated at
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140,000/. per ann. for the pui-pose of putting an end to the ac-

cumulation of debt. 2°. That should the said taxes be conti-

nued, it was absolutely necessary, that the expences of the

nation should be confined to her annual income. After a very
v/arm and long debate, there appeared upon a division 73 for

Pylr. ConoHv's resolutions, and 149 against them.

In the course of this debate the gentlemen of the opposition

were frequently and loudly called upon for their confidence in

the government, which they indignantly disclaimed.** The
grand attack which the patriots made on the treasury bench
this session, was upon the pension list.

Mr. Forbes led the van on the attack, and on the 6th of
March moved the house, after a very animated speech, that the

present application and amount of pensions on the civil esta-

blishment, were a grievance to the nation, and demanded re-

dress. The motion produced a very interesting debate ; but it

shared the same fate as the bill he afterwards introduced to

limit the amount of pensions, which was lost by a majority of
134 against 78. This bill vvas most strenuously opposed by
Sir Hercules Lr.ngrishe, Mr. Mason, Mr. George Ponsonby,
the attorney-general, and the most leading men on the treasurv

bench, as a direct and indecent invasion of the royal prerogative.

The attorney-general asserted, that the principle of the bill went
to the most dangerous extent of any bill that had ever come be-

* Upon this subject Mr. Grattan exclaimed (6 Pari. Debates, p. 119) "Who
" would l^avc imag-ined to have seen in the course of this debate, that faded
" cockade of the Castle, confidence, advanced on the side of the court, confi-
* dence in the Irish minister, in the uncontrolled expenditure of Irish money.
" What, after all your experience, to prefer confidence to this resolution, re-
" qviires, in my opinion, a most robust conscience, and a roost infirm under-
" standing. Desirous as we all are to pay every respect, and with every pre-
" dilection in favour of our present viceroy, a young- man of a veiy noble un-
** suspicious nature, exposed perliaps too much to importunity, yet who can
•* answer for his continuance ? This confidence then must extend to all his
" successors, whoever they may be, of whatever cast, party, principle, or ca-
** pacity. i>ut even that won't do. This confidence must extend to all the
" secretaries of all the future lords lieutenants. In the last seven years we
•' had seven lord lieutenants and eight secretaries. The confidence must
*• then be extended to the lords and commons of Great Britain, or rather to
* the king's commission, on a pure and perfect persuasion that whom the king"

•* shall appoint, the Lord illuminates ; and where the purse is bestowed, there
" is the virtue, and there is the ccconomy. This will not do ; it is not sufficient

*' that viceroys should be gods. ...Irishmen must be angels, and importunity
*' and solicitation cease; and iji that event I submit to the force of the argu-
" ment of confidence, as something not according to reason, but above it."

In the fliglit of that great orator's imagination, he has left us the following

picture of the nation's expence. (6 Pari. Debates, p. 153.) " See the chart
" of your credit, an evanescent speck just rising above the plane of the hori-
" zon, and then it drops ; wiiile your debt ascends like a pyramid, with an au-
" dacious defalcation, and almvost culminates in your meridian. Midway of
*•'

this mountain of debt, you will discern a line, marking your effort t-o put an
•^ end to the practice of running in debt."
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fore parliament ; it went to rob the crown of its responsibility

in the disposal of the public money, and to convey it to that

house, and even to the House of Peers. He then begged leave

to remind the members of what happened after the passing of

their favourite vote of 1757» The members of that house

caballed together, forming themselves into little parties, and

voting to each other hundreds of thousands. And as no go-

vernment could go on Vvithout the aid of their leaders, it cost

that nation more to break through that puisn aristocracy, which

had made a property of parliament, than v/hat it would by the

pension list for many years.* On the side of the patriots, all

the old arguments were urged with redoubled force against the

pension list. Mr. Grattan gave great offence by the strong

and harsh assertion, with which he closed his speech on Mr.

Forbes's motion, viz. Jf he should vote that pensions were not

a grievance^ he should vote an impudent, an insolent., and a public

* 6 Pari. Debates, p. 290. This is a sort of official evidence, if any were

wanting, to prove the existence of the system of individual venality, wluch

has been stated to have been established under the administration of Lord
Townshend. Sir Hercules Lani^rish exerted his powers on this occasion in

an extraordinary manner, insomuch, that Mr. Georc:e Ponsonhy said of him,

that he had never heard a series of better arguments, interspersed and enlivened

with more brilliant strokes of wit, than the speech of the honourable baronet

against that bill. Mr. George Ponsonby was so attached to the eovernment

of the Duke of Rutland, that one of his principal arguments against the pen-

sion bill, was, that it v»ould convey censure upon his Grace's administration,

which he did not deserve.

f Amongst the patriots, Mr. Curran shone conspicuous in support of the

pension bill. (G Pari. Debates, p. 232) This polyglot of wealth, said he,

this museum of curiosities, the pension list, embraces every link in the human
chain; every description of men, v/omen, and children, from the exalted

excellence of a Hawke or Rodney, to the debased situation of the lady who
humbleth herse'f that she may be exalted. But the lessons it inculcates form

its greatest perfection ; it teaches that sloth and vice may cat that bread,

which virtue and honesty may starve for after they had earned it. It teaches

the idle and dissolute to look up for that su])port, Vi^hich they are too pi'oud to

stoop to earn. It directs the minds of men to an entire reliance on the ruling

power of the state, who feeds the ravens ofthe royal aviary, tiiat cry continually

for food. It teaches them to imitate those saints on the pension list, that are

iike the lilies of the field, they toil not, neither do they spin, aiKl yet are

arrayed like Solomon in all his glory. In fine, it teaches a lesson, which

indeed they migh-thave learned from Epictetus, that it is sometimes good not

to be over-virtuous: it shevrs, that in proportion as our distresses increase, tjie

munificence ^'f the crown increases also ; in proportion as oiu' clothes are reiU,

the royal mantle is extended over us.

On the same day Mr, Grattan exclaimed, v/hen gentlemen say that tlie new
charge for pensions is small, let me assure them they need not be alarmed ;

the charge will be much greater; for unless }'our interposition should deter,

what else is there to check it ? Will public poverty? no: new taxes ? no:
gratitude for those taxes ? no : principle ? no : profession ? no : the love of

fame, pr sense of infuny ? no. Confined to no one description of merit, or

want of character, up.der the autlicrity of that list, evd'y^mar., woman, and
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The remaining subject of difFerence between the ministry

and the patriots in that session, was upon the police bill, which
had been for a considerable time a favourite object v/ich govern-
ment to carry, in order to strengthen th -ir interest in the city of
Dublin, v.hich, from the da) s of Dr. Lucas, they had felt

declining, in the independence, which he had laboured so stre-

nuously and successfully to establish. It was conceived bv^ the

opposition, that if the bill were carried for the city of Dublin,

it would in the next session be extended to every part of the

kingdom : and it was also generally considered, that the report

of popular risings and popish conspiracies against the Protestant

ascendancy, had been industriously exaggerated for the purpose
of intimidating the parliament into the adoption of that strong-

measure* of government.

child in Ireland, have pretensions to become a public incumbrance ; so that
since g-OAernment went so far, I marvel that they have stopped, unless tlie pen
fell out of their hand from fatig-ue, for it could not be from principle.

No, Sir, this list will g-o on ; it will g-o on till the merchant shall feel it,

until the manufacturer shall feel it, until the pension list shall take into its ov.a

hand the keys of taxation ; and instead of taxing licence to sell, shall tax
the article and manufacture itself; until we shall lose our great commercial
resource, a comparative exemption from taxes, the gift of our poverty, and
get an accumulation of taxes, to be the companion of our poverty ; until

public indignation shall cry shamoLupon us, and the morality of a serious and
offended community shall call out for the interposition of law.

* Sir Edv/ard Crofton, in opposing this bill, said, " I have spoken of Mr.
«* O'Connor in a former debate ; and I am firmly persuaded that, as to that
** gentleman, matters have been extremely exaggerated and misrepresented.
" iknow it has been mentioned as an affair, that required the interference

"of government; and that camps, cannon, and fortitications, were ei-ected.
** It was also rumoured, that the Roman Catholics were in open rebellion

;

•* this was an insidious, infamous, and false ref)ort, calculated to cast an
** undeserved reflection on a body of men remarkable for their loyalty to their
*' sovereign, and their known attachment to the constitution ; it was an illibe-

** ral and an infamous attack on a people distinguished for their peaceable
*' demeanour, and was intended but to serve the purposes of this still more
" infamous bill.

" However great my knowledge may have been of the loyalty of the Roman
" Catholics of this country, yet I must confess, on this occasion, I was made a
*' dupe to report ; for from the gentleman, who had declared the county of
*' Roscommon to be in a state of rebelUon, I could scarcely believe but govem-
" mcnt had authority for saying so ; I confess, therefore, I felt for my property ;

*' and it was natural I should make every possible enquiry; I did so, and
" found there was no rebellion in the country; and also found the trifling

'« disturbances, which have been so exaggerated, were only the effects of
" some whiskey, to which the country people had been treated, and which
" every gentleman knows operates on the lower order of people, as oil of
*' rodium does on rats ; and what was very extraordinary, there was not a
" broken head on the occasion.

" I wrote to a gentleman of veracity, and a magistrate, (a Mr. Caulfield)
•* who assured me, the peace of the county v.-as not for a moment disturbed :

" I offered to re-instate "hose gentlemen who were said to be dispossessed of
'* their lands, with the assistance of a troop of dragoons ; the power was
*' denied me ; I therefore was v/ell-founded in an opinion, that when this bill

" was mentioned, the affair of Roscommon would be raade a liandle of, and

VOL. III. S
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Mr. ConoUy took a leading part in opposing the police bill,

which he observed, under the specious preienceof giving police,

went to take away constitution. He was still positive, that he

v/as well-founded in his opinion ; that the conduct of the admi-

nistration was inimical to the constitution. The temperance of

the volunteers since the noble duke's administration, deserved

their grateful approbation. When they were misguided, and

adopted measures, which he conceived improper, he was
not backward in avowing hims-elf against their proceedings ;

but when he reflected, that the moment the volunteers were

told their conduct was disagreeable to parliament, they re-

tired to the country without a murmur, such conduct secure€l

his admiration, and made him tenacious of their liberties ;

nor could their arms be placed in better hands than where they

were.

There were several heated debates upon this bill : it was
treated by opposition as a most unconstitutional job, a mere bill

of patronage for ministerial purposes: although it must be al-

lowed, that the secretary offered to alter whatever should be

found objectionable in the committee, and some of the noxious

clauses were withdrav/n. Several petitions were presented

against the bill, but received with ill grace. Amongst other

petitions, one v/as presented by the freeholders of the county of

Dublin, by Sir Edward Newnham, which the attorney-general

moved to have rejected,* as an insult to the house ; and it was

" that it would be siiM, tlie rebellion, as it was ludicrously termed, of O'Con-
" nor, made it absolutely necessary. I am also convinced, that the affairs in
" the south are likewise exag-gerated, and by no means fairly stated, so as
" to give rise to this measure." 6 Pari. Debates, p. 338.

* The temper of the house will be better seen by considering the petition

which met with this severe fate. (6 Pari. Debates, p. 388).

A petition of the freeholders of the county (;f Dublin, signed by the sheriff

of the said county, vvas presented to the house and read, setting forth that the
" petitioners, deeply interested in the welfare of this country, the metropolis
thereof, and the kingdom of Ireland at large, and anxiously solicitous for the
honour and dignity of parliament, have, with the most sincere concern, ob.
seiwed a bill, intituled " a bill for the better execution of the law within the city
•* of Dublin, and certain parts adjacent thereto, and f)r quieting and protecting
" possessions within tliis kingdom, for the more expeditious transportation of
"felons; for the reviving, continuing, and am.ending certain statutes therein
" mentioned, and for repealing an act passed in the 17th and 18th years of
* the police of the city of Dublin," involving the chartered rights of the ancient
and respect;ible corporation of the city of Dublin, the liberties, properties,
and domestic enjoyments of the inhabitants of the capital and its environs,
precipitating through the House of Commans, at a time when a considerable
number of members were unavoidably engaged in the busipicss of the assizes,
and therefore coukl not have had an op})ortunity of being consulted upon a
svibject of such magmt,ude; that the petitioners conceive that a certain class of
men, who, from their character and conduct have never been considered as
objects of )esponsibility, under the absolute control of certain commissioners
nominated by the minister, with powers arbitrary and despotic, may to gratify
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rejected by 118 against Sir Edward Newnham and Colonel

Sharman. The attorney-general boasted of his indulgence in

not moving a censure against the petitioners: but should not

again be so gentle, U the offence were repeated. This was the

most important bill passed during the session. Several gentle-

men on the treasur) bench wished to bring in a bill for securing

the persons, houses and properties of vicars, rectors, and cu-

rates, actually resident within their respective parishes ; the

introduction of which bill gave to several members an opportu-

nity of giving vent to the feelings either of zeal for the hie-

rarchy, or indignaJon against those, v.ho were not of the

establishment. But as the attorney-general considered them
as effectually secured by the law, as other subjects, the bill was
reluctantly dropped. On the 8ch of May, 1786, the parliament
was prorogued ; when his grace the lord-lieutenant, in his

speech, assured them, that the determined spirit, with which
they had marked their abhorrence of all lawless disorders and
tumults, had already made an useful impression ; and the salu-

tary laws enacted in that session, and particularly the introduc-

tion of a system of police, were honourable proofs of their

wisdom, moderation, and prudence. He moreover assured
them, that his majesty beheld with the highest satisfaction the

zeal and loyalty of the people of Ireland : and that he had his

majesty's express commands, to assure them of the most cordial

returns of his royal favour and parental affection.

When the parliament met according to the last adjournment,
on the 18th of January, 1787, the lord lieutenant particularly

applied to them for their assistance, in the effectual vindication

of the lav/s and the protection of society : and reminded them,

their own licentious dispositions, force themselves into the peaceful retreats of
our families, and, under the pretence of protecting us from the depredations
of others, commit the most indecent and cruel irreg-ularities, that the debtor,
to whom the law lias atTorded in his house a sanctuary, cannot be secure ;

and the intirm and invalid, let their situation be ever so deplorable, cannot be
at rest ; our wives, children, and friends, will find their domestic enjoyment
cease, the ultimate wish of life, retirement, done away: that the petitioners

are of opinion, that the powers granted by the bill to the commissioners, of
raising bodies of armed men, although limited in number, together with that
of levying money to sup])ort the same, are dangerous expedients, and directly

militate against the principles of the constitution : that the petitioners perceive
with sorrow a certam and numerous body of their fellovr-subjects obliged to
submit to an ignominious distinction, and marked suspicion, by a partial
registry of their names, occupations, and abodes, which regulation from any
matter that has been set forth in the bill, or we can devise, we cannot but
consider as oppressive and unnecessary : that the petitioners consider the
clause, which includes that part of the county of Dubhn within the circular
road in the district of the metropolis, as highly oppressive upon the inhabi-
tants of the county of Dublin residing therein, as it subjects them to a two-
fold taxation ; and therefore praying to be heard by themselves, or their
council, at tlie bar of the house against the said bill,"

,
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that their uniform regard for the rights of their fellow subjects,

and their zealous attachment to the religious and civil constitu-

tion of their country, would stimulate their attention to their

insep^crable interests, and would ensure their special support

of the established church and the respectable situation of its

ministers. He also informed them, that he had ordered a copy
of the treaty of commerce with the French king to be laid be-

fore them, and he hoped, that the adoption of it in Ireland, by
such laws as would be requisite to give it effect, would be at-

tended with the most beneficial consequences to the country.

These objects of recommendation formed the bulk of the busi-

ness of the session.

Mr. Conolly made some observations upon that part of the

address, which alluded to the disturbances in the south ; he

could by no means admit, that they were as extensive as repre-

sented by government. He wished not to make any reflection

upon the worthy chief governor, whom, he said, he knew to be an

honest man and the friend of both countries ; he did not suspect

him, but the administration : and against them he made the

most serious, and at the same time the most important charge,

that could be laid at the door of the most wicked administration.

It is the more necessary to advert to the nature of this charge,

as it has been almost uniformly objected from this time for-

wards to the measures of every administration, down to the

close of the union, but with what justice, subsequent events will

disclose. A charge of such intense malevolence, and of such

incalculable mischief ought not to be even imagined without

the stiongest presumptions and grounds.^' Mr. Conolly ad-

verted to the proclamations that had been issued, stating, that

the greatest meetings ever knov^^n had been convened in the

south ; and that they were all in arms. Why then did not go-

veiTiment suppress them in their infancy? Why not punish the

* 7 Par. Deb. p. 21. Supposing-, sakl Mr, Conolly, that lliese disturbances

are as extensive as have been represented, but I hope in God they are not....

supposing they are as formidable as government have representedthem in their

proclamatioris, are not the laws at present in being sufficient to restore

order ? They are abundantly so, if properly enforced. And lience, Sir, my
sp.s]5icion is excited, when I behold administration attempting by insinuation,

to establish the necessity of new lav.s for unnecessary purposes, or for some-
thing vvorse. I am convinced tiiat had administration been active, they

miglit have checked these disturbances in embryo, I will ask can any man
entertain a doubt of it? and wlicn they did not, VvJuit can we infer from it,

but that there was some dark desii^i in suffering them to come to maturity ?

And why do I suspect administration ? Because of tlieir conduct on tlie

propositions ; v/hen they wir.hed to prove, and to have us believe, that the

returned propositions were identically the same as the original ten, and were
ready to pass them with the same alacrity and vigour, although every man in

the nation was convinced, that they coeieed the commerce, and invaded the

.constitution of this kingdom.
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supineness of the magislmtes, which was coinplained of and
admitted on all hands i But he considered it r.s a measure to

intimidate the Protestants of that kingdom, and to furnish an
immediate pretext for an unconstitutional police bill, if those

turbulences were not exaggerated, government was highly cen-

surable ior not having prevented them in time : if hey were so,

they were more criminal for having created ill-foundea alarms,
Mr. Longfield, who lived near Cloyne in the county of Cork,
wholly disclaimed the existence of such turbulence as had been
represented under the desperate auspices of a Captain Right^
whence his followers v/ere called Right Boys, lie informed the

house, that his demesnes bordered the town of Cloyne : that

although he had heard much of these disturbances last session,

he lad observed nothing of them in the course of the summer:
the bishop of that diocese had not applied for any military

assistance, but lived quietly secure at home, in the protection of
tlie neighbouring gentlemen. The first thing that could be
called a disturbance, induced" him to think government had a
hand in it. Some very respectable people of Cloyne came to

him, and told him that a bailiff belonging to the high sheriff had
been sent amongst them, with notices to provide a quantity of
arms and ammunition, and a number of horses, by the following

Sunday, for the use of Captain Right. It appeared odd, that a
sheriff's bailiff should be employed on such a business, and, as

a magistrate, he sent for him. He confessed the fact of having
served the notices, and said he was employed by Captain Right,
He was desired to give information against Captain Rtght^
which he refused; upon which the honourable member com-
mitted him to gaol, returned the bills against him, and brought
persons of credit, who had sworn examinations, and were ready
to prosecute ; but to his astonishment, the grand jury threw out
the bills. Mr. Kemmis, the crown solicitor said, he could do
nothing without an order from government, and as he was not
in the habit of asking favours from government, there the matter
dropped.

I'his was the first disturbance he had heard of; the next was
that Captain Right swore some of the people in his neighbour-
hood to observe his regulations

; yet another gentleman and he,
attended by a single servant, had made this formidable Captain
Right a prisoner, and safely lodged him in gaol. Such being
the case, there ought not to be a general charge of delinquency
against the county of Cork, because some of its magistrates
were supine. After Vvhat lie mentioned, government sent
forces down to that part of the country ; two of their officers

were Englishmen, one a Scotchman ; the people could not
be supposed to have any very great partiality for them, or
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they for the people, yet they lived unmolested in good quau-

ters, and never had occasion to be called out to quell any dis-

turbance.

A nobleman of great talents, knowledge, experience and
sagacity, had the chief command of the troops sent into the pro-

vince of Munster. If they had his report, were there any way
of coming at it, it would shew that none but the lowest wretches,

who groaned under the most intolerable oppressions, Vvcre en-

gaged in any disturbance. If that noble lord were present, he
would make them shudder at the account of the miseries of that

wretched people.

Sir James Cotter said, he came very lately from that county,

and to his knowdedge, great disturbances did exist, and his re-

port was confirmed by Mr. Warren. He had often been an %ye
witness to the violences of the deluded people. The honourable

gentleman (Mr. Longfield) who had a great estate, and lived in

the midst of his tenants, with a number of servants and depen-
dants about him, might feel no apprehension ; but he, who had
but a small fortune and few servants, had not, he said, for nine

months last past gone to bed a single night that he was sure of
rising in the morning with his life. He then related to the

house an account of his having once been fired at by the insur-

gents, and of his being stopped by a numl^er of armed men, who,
ss a very great favour, suffered him to' depart unhurt.

Mr. Curran observed, that had this address been, as all ad-

dresses that he had ever read or heard of were, composed of un-

meaning stuff, he should not now rise to speak to it. But it was
an address, that tended to inspire the mind of the chief govern-

or with indignation for the wretched people of that country ; an
address tending to impress the father of his people with the idea

of their being in open revolt, to divert the royal mind from
listening to the complaints of afflicted subjects, or alleviating

their miseries ; it was a gross invective. To say it was necessa-

ry, w^as adding irony to invective.

The people were oppressed, and before they poured the last

drop into the vessel, and caused the v/aters of L-itterness to

overflow on them, they should v/ell consider if the representa-

tives of the nation had been remiss, if the magistrates through-
out the kingdom had criminally been supine ; let them lay the

blame at the right door ; cease to utter idle complaints of in-

evitable effects, when they themselves have been the causes.

The man w^ho would say, that the constitution in church and
state was in danger, from the simple insurrection of a parcel of
peasants, without order, without a head, without a leader, un-
disciplined, unarmed, or only partially so, he would not take to

be a very v/ise man ; and the man who would say so from any
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thing, save an error in judgment, he would not take to be either

a wise or an honest man.
Is it any woncler, said he, that the wretches whom woeful

and long experience has taught to doubt, and with justice to

doubt, the attention and relief of the legislature, wretches, that

have the utmost difficulty to keep life and soul together, and who
must inevitably perish, if the hand of assistance were not stretch-

ed out to them, should appear in tumult ? No, Sir, it is not.

Unbound to tht sovereign by any proof of his affection, unbound
to government by any instance of its protection, unbound to the

country, or to the soil, by being destitute of any property in it,

'tis no wonder that the peasantry should be ripe for rebellion and
revolt : so far from matter of surprise, it must naturally have
been expecied.

The supineness of the magistrates, and the low state of the

commissions of the peace throughout the kingdom, but parti-

cuUiiy in the county of Cork, should be rectified. A system of
vile jobbing was one of the misfortunes of that countiy : it ex-

tended even to commissions of the peace : how else could the re-

porc of the four and twenty commissions of the peace, sent down
to the county of Clare in one post be accounted for ? Even the

appointment of sheriffs was notoriously in the hands of govern-
ment ; and through jobbing, sheriffs themselves could not be
trusted : two sheriffs ran away last year with executions in their

pockets, and the late high sheriff of the county of Dublin had
absconded.

He concluded by moving the following amendments, viz.
" Though it is a great consolation to us to think, that these

'•' outrages have not originated in any disaffection in your ma-
'' jesty's subjects of this kingdom to your majesty's government,
'' or in any concerted design of disturbing our present happy con-
" stitution either in church or state, but have been wholly con-
" fined to some individuals of the lowest class of the people,
" whose extreme indigence and distress, may be the occasion,
'' though they cannot be a justification of such illegal proceed-
'' ings ; and it is a further consolation to us to know, that the
" ordinary powers of the law now in being are fully adequate,
" if duly exerted, to punish and restrain such excesses.

'' At the same time we humbly beg leave to represent to your
" majesty, that the public expences of this country have en-
^' creased to a degree so far beyond the ability of the people to
" bear, that we feel ourselves called upon by our duty to our
" constituents, to reduce those expences by every mode of re-
" trenchment, consistent with such honourable and necessary sup-
" port to your majesty's government, within such limits as may
*' be compatible with the very exhausted resources of a distress-
'' ed people ; and we do not doubt of having your majestv's
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" gracious approbation of a measure so essential to the commercial
*' hopes of your kingdom of Ireland, as well as conducive to the
*' permanent peace and prosperity of this kingdom :" but they

passed in the negative.

On the 31st of January, 1787, when the house was in a com-
mittee upon that part of his excellency's speech, which related

to the commotions, which in some places disturbed the public

tranquillity ; the attorney-general (Fitzgibbon) submitted to the

house the following narrative of facts, which he said had come
to his knowledge respecting the proceedings of the insurgents."*

Their commencement was in one or two parishes in the county
of Kerry, and they proceeded thus: the people assembled in a
Catholic chapel and there took an oath to obey the laws of Cap-
tain Right, and to starve the clergy. They then proceeded to

the next parishes on the following Sunday, and there swore the

people in the same manner, with this addition, that they (the peo-

ple last sworn) should, on the ensuing Sunday, proceed to the

chapels of their next neighbouring parishes, and swear the inha-

bitants of those parishes in like manner.
Proceeding in this manner they very soon went through the

province of Munster. The first object of their reformation was
tithes J they swore not to give more than a certain price per

acre ; not to take them from the minister at a great price ; not

to assist or allow him to be assisted in drawing the tithe, and to

permit no proctor. They next took upon them to prevent the

collection of parish cesses ; then to nominate parish clerks, and
in some cases curates ; to say what church should or should

not be repaired ; and in one case to threaten that they would
burn a new church, if the old one v/ere not given for a mass
house. At last they proceeded to regulate the price of lands,

to raise the price of labour, and to oppose the collection of the

hearth-money and other taxes.

In all their proceedings they shewed the gr^^atest address,

with a degree of caution and circumspection, which was the

more alarming, as it demonstrated system and design. Bodies

of 5000 of them have been seen to march through the country

unarmed, and if met by any magistrate, who had spirit to ques-

tion them, they had not offered the smallest rudeness or offence ;

on the contrary they had allowed persons charged with crimes,

to be taken from amongst them by the magistrate alone, unaided
with any force. Wherever they went, they found the people,

as ready to take an oath to cheat the clergy as they were to pro-

pose it ; but if any one did resist, the torments which he was
doomed to undergo, were too horrible even for savages to be

supposed guilty of. In the middle of the night he was dragged
from his bed, and buried alive in a grave lined with thorns, or

* 7 Par. Deb. p. 57.
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he was set naked on horseback, and tied to a saddle covered
with thorns : in addition to this, perhaps his ears were sawed
off. There was that day an account received of two mihtary
men, who had exerted themselves in the line of their duty, be-
ing attacked by a body of Right Boys, and perhaps murdered,
for there was but little hope of their recovering of their wounds.
The way in which the Right Boys perpetrated that crime, was

;

the two men were walking together armed, they set a dog at
them, when one of the men fired ; he had no sooner thrown
away his fire, than a multitude rushed upon tlie two from be-
hind the ditches, arid wounded them in a most shocking manner.
Upon the best enquiry, there was not the least ground to ac-

cuse the clergy of extortion. Far from receiving the tenth, he
knew of no instance in which they received the twentieth part.

He was well acquainted with the province of Munster, and that
it was impossible for human wretchedness to exceed that of the
miserable peasantry in that province. He knew, that the un-
happy tenantry were ground to powder by relentless landlords.

He knew that, far from being able to give the clergy their just
dues, they had not food or raiment for themselves ; the land-
lord grasped the whole, and sorry was he to add, that not satis-

fied with the present extortion, some landlords had been so
base as to instigate the insurgents to rob the clergy of their

tithes, not in order to alleviate the distresses of the tenantry,

but that they might add the clergy's share to the cruel rack-
rents already paid, it would require the utmost ability of par-
liament to come to the root of those evils. The poor people of
Munster lived in a more abject state of poverty than human na-
ture could be supposed able to bear ; their miseries were into-

lerable, but they did not originate with the clergv ; nor could
the legislature stand by and see them take the redress into their

ov/n hands. Nothing could be done for their benefit while the
country remained in a state of anarchy.

Upon the best consideration that he had been able to give the
subject, two circumstances, which had contributed to spread the
commotions, required to be immediately corrected.

The first was, that under the present existing law, the kind
of combination, which pervaded the province of Munster, was
deemed but a misdemeanor; a bailable offence, and no magis-
trate could refuse to take bail for it.

The second was, the insufHciency and criminal neglect of ma-
gistrates throughout the great county of Cork ; there was scarce-

ly a magistrate that would act. In the neighbourhood of the
city of Cork, indeed, one gentleman, Mr. Mannix, exerted him-
self, much to his own honour and the public benefit. In the west
of the county, Mr. Cox also behaved with great proprietv. If

VOI^. III. T
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other magistrates had acted in the same manner these two gen-

tlemen had, the commotions would not have existed for a month.

As to the grand jury not having found the bill against the she-

riff's bailiff, he shewed the impossibility of framing an indict-

ment upon the facts, he justified the crown solicitor, and moved
'^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that some further

'' provisions by statute are indispensably necessary to prevent
" tumultuous rising and assemblies, and for the more adequate
" and effectual punishment of persons guilty of outrage, riot

" and illegal combination, and of administering and taking un-
" lawful oaths."

Some further conversation ensued, in which the attorney ge-

neral assured the house, that it was impossible for the peasantry

of Munster any longer to exist in the extreme wretchedness,

under which they laboured. A poor man was to pay 6/. for an
acre of potatoe ground, v/hich 6/. he was obliged to work out

with his landlord at 5d, a day. The question was then put

upon the resolution, which passed unanimously, whereupon the

committee reported, and leave was given to bring in a bill, con-

sonant to the tenor of the resolution. Several gentlemen in the

opposition were very loud in declaiming against the profusion

and extravagance of the government expences : complaints

were successively made against the allowances to the printers

of newspapers for inserting proclamations and advertisements,

which were detrimental to the public, and disgraceful to the

nation, for the sum of 1266/. for repairing the road through the

Phoenix Park, through which carts were not permitted to pass,

for law bills for prosecuting Right Boys, for the expence of
witnesses attending in London to give evidence concerning the

Irish propositions, for building country houses for the officers of

the crown, and other charges which were most scandalously

brought against the public : they were all defended by the mi-

nisters, and of course none of the objectionable articles were
disallowed.

Mr. ConoUy, who at this time took a very active part in the in-

terest of the poor, and the welfare of his country, on the 9th of

February, declared in the house, that it had been his intention,

in the course of that session, to move an alteration in the tax of
hearth-money, for the relief of the poor distressed cottagers :

as however a large portion of that description of persons in the

south were in a state of resistance to the laws of their country

;

he declared he would defer his motion till the people should
demean themselves peaceably as good subjects. Some obser-

vations upon the extreme hardship of this tax v.'ere made by Mr.
Stewart, when Mr. Monk Mason said, he could not bear to hear
the hearth-money spoken of as an oppressive tax : it had been
paid for near a century without complaint, and he could see no



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 147

reason why it was on a sudden become the fashion to exclaim

against it. Such resistance from the treasury bench to the re-

peal of this most oppressive tax, was litde calculated to ensure

the affection of the lower orders of society.

Mr. ConoUy immediately afterwards called the attention of

the house to a resolution, which he flattered himself would be

unexceptionable to every part of it, which every gentleman who
supported, or who opposed government, every honest Irishman

and every honest Englishman must approve of. It was impos-

sible, for any man to say, that running in debt could either serve

Ireland or England. If in time of peace they thus continued

to run in debt, what were they to do in the event of a war ?*^ He
then moved, that the house determined to put an end to the

ruinous practice of running in debt, did the session before last

vote new taxes estimated at 140,000/. per ann. and having on

the same principle continued those taxes in the last session of

parliament, then provided cheerfully to give and grant the same
taxes in the decided expectation, that by his Grace the Lord
Lieutenant's frugal and just management of the public reve-

nues, thus greatly enlarged, they would be then rendered suffi-

cient to satisfy the public expences, v/ithout the further accum^i-

lation of debt or incrtiase of taxes. It passed v/ithout a dissent-

ing voice, when Mr. Conolly immediately moved, that the

house, with the speaker, should attend the Lord Lieutenant

with a copy of the resolution ; but the chancellor of the Exche-

quer opposed this second motion as an indecent parade, and an

intended censure on the chief governor j the motion was with-

drawn, and Mr. Conolly was complimented thereupon by the

secretary, who was sure, that the right honourable member al-

ways meant right.

The bill for preventing tumultuous risings and assemblies,

and for the more effectual punishment of persons guilty of out-

rage, riot and illegal combination, and of administering and
taking unlawful oaths, was introduce d by the attorney general,

and was opposed in every stage by the patriots, who contended,

that the existing laws were fully adequate to correct, punish

and prevent the abuses, if properly carried into execution : that

to punish a whole nation by imposing upon them the most se-

vere and unconstitutional lav/s, on account of the misconduct of

a small part was unjust : that this act went infinitely beyond the

English riot act : and would be productive of more discontent

With circumstances, political opinions often change.
_
Mr. Conolly, who

was one of the staunchast suppox-ters of tha union, on this occasion, so far

avowed anti-unionism as the basis of his political creed, as to have volunteered

this strong- assertion : " I luisb to have it in our power to assist England. No
man would do ^norefor England than I ixould. I 'i::ould do an^' thing for h^
i-hort of an Union.'' 7 P?>r. Deb. 133-

"
"
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and confusion, than then unfortunately existed in that country.

They admitted, that the South ought to be coerced : they la-

mented, that the peasantry in that district should have invaded

personal security and undermined their own liberties : they de-

plored the savage infatuation, which had prompted them to out-

rage, and blushed for the necessity of strong measures, to curb

their lawlessness. The hands of the magistrate ought to be

strengthened, though not without limitation : the magistrate

should be enabled to disperse meetings, that were notoriously

convened for illegal purposes : nor ought they to be admitted

to bail, who should have refused to disperse ; and they fully al-

lowed, that the persons, who dug graves, provided gibbets, and

indulged in such atrocities should be punished capitally. They
complained, that the principal deviations^ from the English

* Mr. Grattan in his speech on this occasion pointed cut several of these

deviations: 7 Par. Deb. 181. Another difference, from the riot act was, that

in Eng-land the proclamation is oblig-ed to be read ; but by this bill, nothing

more was required of the mag-istrate than to command the rioters to disperse

in the king's name. If they did not disperse in one hour, death wgs the con-

sequence, and this he considered as putting an hour-g'lass in the hand of time,

to run a race against the lives of the people ; and this was certainly a great

objection. Another objection was, that if a magistrate was stopped, when re-

pairing to the place of riot, the person who stopped him, would be guilty of

felony ; that was, though the magistrate was resorting to an unlawful place,

the person who obstructed him, should be deemed to merit death. And if

the persons did not disperse, if the magistrate was interrupted, the reckoning

of time was to commence from the moment of his obstruction: and should

they cop.tiiuie one hour they would be guilty of felony, and incur the punish-

ment of death ; that is, the interception of a magistrate, at a distance in tliis

kingdom, was to be tantamount to the reading of a proclamation on the spot

in kngland. This he thought one of the severest clauses that was ever

bro<ight fjrv%ard, or ever adopted. But even though this had been premised

of the English riot act the measure of their severity should not be a measure

for the legislation of the houses, if it should, it would be bad in principle, and
worse in practice. Another clause of the bill made it felony to write, print,

pubhsh, send, or carry any message, letter, or notice, tending to excite insur-

rection, that is, that a man who shall write or print any letter or notice, shall

be guilty....of v.'hat ?... of felony ! Like the Draconian laws, this bill had
blood! blood! felony! felony! felony! in every period, and in every sentence.

Now had this bill been law for some "time past, what would be the situation of

every man, who printed a newspaper for nine months past ? What would be

the situation of every man who had \vritten upon the subject of tithes ? For
as the right of the clergy to tithes is acknowledged to be founded in law, and
as the papers and writers have argued against them, what would be the con-

sequence ? V/ho could tell how their conduct might be construed in a court

of law? or whether they might not be adjudged guilty of felony ? But he
would not ask who would be guilty under such, a law ; but he v/ould ask, who
would not be guilt}' ? A perpetual mutiny biil had been once the law of the

land, and yet gentlemen both spoke and wi'ote against it as dangerous, uncon-
stitutional, and beyond the power of parliament to sanction. Had this bill

been tlien law, they would have all been guilty of felony, and suffered death.

Who could tell in what manner the words, tending to excite disturbance mi^ht
be. interpreted? The clause, respecting the tak«ing of arms, and ammunition,
or money to purchase them, he observed, to bear a similarity to the white boy
act J but the white boy act was more guarded. He then looked to the claus^j
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riot acts, were all founded in more intense severity : perpetuity

was also another objection to the bill: and it was strongly
urged, that this extreme rigour was not to be handed down to
posterity as an inheritance: nor were the provinces of Ulster,
Leinster and Connaught to be punished for their tranquillity

in the same manner as Munster was for its turbulence : neither
should such overstretched severity descend from the fathers
to their children, as a kind of original sin, and death and felony
be spread in every quarter through the land : should the bill

in its then form pass, it would become ineffectual from its ex-
cessive rigour: it would be the triumph of the criminal and the
stigma of the laws. The attorney general supported the devia-
tions from the English riot act : but abandoned the clause di-

recting the magistrates to demolish the Roman Catholic cha-
pels, in which any combinations should have been formed or
an unlawful oath administered. The debate was carried on
with great warmth on both sides to a late hour. Mr. Orde,
the secretary, particularly remarked, that he never could have
concurred in the clause for pulling down the chapels, and was
therefore happy, that it had been abandoned by his friend. He

that respected the prostrating- places of pubUc worship, and was remarkably
pointed and severe upon it. He considered it as casting- a stain of impiety on
the whole nation, and enjoining- tlie mag-istrates to commit that ver}- act of
violeTice, \vh.ich is punished with dealli in the peasant:-}-. It was a revival
of the penal laws, and that in the most dangerous and exceptionable part.
He called upon g-entlemen to consider, that tliey had i^.o charge against the
Catholics to warrant this measure ; to consider, that they had not so much as
cause for suspicion of them ; to consider, if tliey were a Popish peasantry,
they were actuated by no Popish motive ; to consider, that public thanks had
been returned to the principal person of the Catholic religion in tliat country,
for his manly exertions to maintain the public peace and to protect the rights
of the established clergy : and he thought, if there were any thing sacred or
binding in religion, it would operate successfully against the present measure •

for it v/ould cast a stigma on the Protestant religion.

He had heard, he said of transgressoi-s being dragged from the sanctuar}'-,

but he never heard of the sanctuary being demolished. It went so far as to
holdout the laws as a sanction to sacrilege If the Roman Catholics were
of a different religion, 3et they had oi^.e common God and one common Saviour
with gentlemen themselves ; and surely the God of the Protestant temple, was
the God of the Catholic temple. Wliat tlien did the clause enact ? That the
magistrate should pull down the temple of his God, and should it be rebuilt,
and as often as it was rebuilt for three years, he should again prostrate it, and
so proceed, in repetition of his abominations, andtlms stab the criminal through
the sides of his God : a new idea indeed! But tliis was not all, the magistrate
was to sell by auction the altar of the divinity to pay for the sacrilege, that
had been committed on his house. By preventing the chapel from beino*

erected, he contended, that we must prohibit the exercise of religion for three
years ; and that to remedy disturbance we resorted to irreligion, and endea-
voured to establish it by act of parliament. A commission of the ])eace might
fall into the hands of a clergyman, and this clause first occasion him to preclude
the practice of religion for three years, then involve him in vile abominations,
and afterwards h« must preach peace upon earth and good will towards
meji.
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lamented, that any thing should have appeared in print, pur-

porting, that those insurrections had arisen from a popish con-

spiracy : he declared, he not only did not believe it, but in

some places he could say ; he knew it not to be true : and

affirmed, that the insurgents had in some places deprived

the Roman Catholic clergy of one half of their income.

That in respect to the book of a Right Rev. Prelate, (the

Bishop of Cloyne) though he differed from him in some of

his opinions, he thought highly of his ability and upright inten-

tions.^

• Mr. Curran, in his speecli, had partlculai'Iy noticed the attempts to exa,^.

gerate the disturbances of Munstcr, and to dye thein with a religious tint,

and he thence took an occasion to advert, for a moment, to the ecclesiastical

policy of Ireland for centuries past (7 Par. Deb. 193) The Church of Ireland,

said he, has been in the hands of strangers, advanced to the mitre, not for

their virtues or tlieir knowledge, but quartered upon this country, through

their own servility or the caprice of their benefactors, inclined naturally to

oppress us, to hate us, and to defame us ; while the real duties of our religion

have been performed by our own native clergy, v/ho, with all the finer feelings

of gentlemen and scholars, have been obliged to do the drudgery of their

profession for forty or at most fifty pouixis a year, without the means of being

liberal, from their poverty, and without the hope of advancing themselves

by their learning or their virtues, in a country where preferment was noto-

riously not to be attained by either. On this ground he vindicated the great

body of the native acting clergy of Ireland, from any imputation, because of

the small progress which Protestantism had made among them: The pride

of episcopacy, and the low state, to which our ministers of the gospel were
reduced, abimdantly accounted for it. Their distresses and oppression, he

said, were the real objects of parliamentary consideration ; and we could not

interfere in the manner now proposed, without exposing them to the most

imminent danger.

He then adverted to the nature of the disturbances in the south. He could

not justify these outrages ; they ought to be punished, but we ought not to

forget that we had ourselves expressly admitted that they had proceeded

from the supineness of magistrates and the oppression of landlords. But now,

he said, an act like this would be a proclamation of a religious war in the king-

dom. A publication had been industriously circulated through a number of

editions, stating that a scheme was formed between the Catholics and Presby-

terians, for the subversion of the established religion and constitution ; and

the former were gravely informed that their religion absolved them from all

tie of allegiance to the state, or observance of their oaths. And this, he said,

was not an opinion pronounced upon light authority, it was the deliberate

assertion of a Reverend Prelate, whose judgment on one of the abstrusest

points of our common law, had been opposed and with success to that of our

venerable chancellor, who was perhaps the ablest common lawyer in either

kingdom, except only those gentlemen who were not of tlie profession ; he

then examined the justice of the learned author's publication, which he con-

demned as founded on llllberality and misrepresentation, and tending to

obstruct the advancement of our religion, and to annihilate the provision of

the established clergy ; and tending also, manifestly to revive the dissensions,

from which we had so recently emerged, and to plunge us into the barbarism,

from which we were emerging, or perhaps to imbrue us in the bloodshed of

a religious war.

He said, that however the public may excuse the effects of mistaken zeal in

the r£\£read writer, this house would be degraded below itself, if it shoul^
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Mr. Forbes with undaunted perseverance again brought
in his bill for limiting pensions. A pension bill had at all

times been a favourite object of the patriots : but every former
effort to procure it had, like the present, proved abortive. He
contended, that from the mode of resistance offered by the ene-
mies to that measure both in that and the preceding session, he
was warranted in concluding that the majority of the house
admitted the principle of the bill : they would not otherwise
have moved to adjourn it to a distant day, but have met it with
a direct negative. He urged it upon the double principle of
oeconomy and constitution, and complained of pensions granted
during pleasure to members of parliament even since the last

session. Several gentlemen of the opposition made very long
and animated speeches upon the abuses of the pension list, not
only by rewarding demerit and infamy, and by corrupting the
members of that house in particular by doubling the pensions
of those, who before possessed them : but by introducing a new
species of prostitution into that list, by the previous grant of
honours and titles, for the direct purpose of engrafting pensions
upon them. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Monk
Mason, and Sir Henry Cavendish were the only opposers of
the bill, who spoke to the question : the first alleged, that as
a similar bill had before been rejected by that house, and no-
thing had happened to render that proper then, which had before
been improper, he should move to have it read a second time
on the 1st of August : the second also insisted, that the new bill

ought to be founded on some actual abuse, and none had been
proved, and the third said, the bill went too far : the best way
would be to take the pensioners singly, every man upon his own
merit. The sportsman who fired at the whole covey, seldom
hit a feather. In consonance with this idea, Mr. Jones said,

that had he not full confidence, that the house would from its

moderation adopt the bill, he should have moved, as an amend-
ment : that an enquiry might be made into the character, cir-

cumstances, and situation of the persons, to whom pensions

were then paid. The bill was lost by a division of 129
against Go.

adopt so silly an intolerance, or so abject a panic. He said, that this law
would render the established church odious to the country, and of course,
prevent the progress of the established rehgion ; that it would expose the
maintenance of the great body of the clergy, to be stripped of the scanty
pittance, to which the cruelly unequal distribution of church revenues had con-
fined them ; that it would involve us in all the horrors of religious war ; would
throw us back into the miseries of a weak, a licentious and a divided people

;

It would be a repeal of the acts, which our wisdom had made in favour of our
Catholic brethren, in admitting them to the natural rights of fellow subjects
and fellow christians. He therefore thought himself bound as a man anxious
for the rights of the country, for its peace, its rejigion, and its morals, to vote
against the committing of the biU,
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On the 13th of March, 1787, Mr. Grattan, who appears to

have been equally anxious to check the lawlessness, and relieve

the distressess of the poor, brought forward the subject of

tithes. In that session they had on the subject of tumults, made
some progress, though not much. It had been admitted, that

such a thing did exist, among the lower order of people, as dis-

tress ; they had condemned their violence, they had made pro-

visions for its punishment, but they had admitted also, that the

peasantry were ground to the earth ; they had admitted the

fact of distress : they had acknowledged, that this distress should

make part of the parliamentary enquiry ; they had thought pro-

per indeed to postpone the day, but were agreed, notwithstanding,

in two things, the existence of present distress, and the neces-

sity of future remedy. The system of supporting the clergy

was liable to radical objections ; in the south, it went against

the first principle of human existence ; in the south they tithed

potatoes. The peasant paid often 71, an acre for land, got Q>d,

a day for his labour, and paid from eight to twelve shillings for

his tithe. That fact was sufficient to call for theii interference :

it attacked cultivation in its cradle, and tithed the lowest, the

most general, and the most compassionate subsistence of human
life. That was the more severely felt, because chiefly confined

to the south, one of the great regions of poverty. In Connaught,

potatoes paid no tithe, in the north a moderate modus took

place ; but in the south they paid a great tithe, and in the south

they had perpetual disturbances. The tithe of potatoes was
not the only distress j 6/. or 7/. an acre for land, and 6d, a day

for labour, were also causes of misery ; but the addition of

eight, ten, or twelve shillings tithe, to the two other causes,

was a very great aggravation of that misery ; nor was it because

they could not v/ell interfere in regulating the rent of land

or price of labour, that they therefore should not interfere where

they could regulate and relieve ; why they should suffer a most

heavy tithe to be added to the high price of rent and the low

price of labour; it was a false supposition, that a diminution

of the tithe of potatoes would be only an augmentation of the

rent, for rent was not higher in counties where potatoes were

not tithed, nor could an existing lease be cancelled and the rent

increased by the diminishing or taking off the tithe : neither

was there any similitude between tithe and rent, which would

justify the comparison ; rent was payment for land, tithe pay-

meftt for capital and labour expended on land ; the proportion

of rent diminished with the proportion of the produce, that is

of the industry; the proportion of tithe increased with the

industry, rent therefore, even a high rent, might be a compulsion

on labour, and tithe a penalty. The cottier paid tithe, and the

grazier did not ; the rich grazier, with a very beneficial lease,
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raid without any system of husbandry, was exempted, and threw
the parson on labour and poverty. As this was against the

first principle of husbandry, so another regulation was against

the first principle of manufacture ; they tithed flax, rape and
hemp, the rudiments of manufacture. Hence, in the north,

they had no flax farmers, though many cultivated flax. You
gave a premium for the growth of flax, a premium for the land

carriage and export of corn, and they gave the parson the cithe

of the land, labour, and cultivation occupied therein, contrary

to the prosperity of either j as far as they had settled they were
wrong, and wrong where they had unsettled. What was the

tithe was one question, what was titheable another. Claims

had been made to the tithe of turf, the tithe of roots, moduses
had been disputed, litigation had been added to oppression, the

business had been ever shamefully neglected by parliament, and
had been left to be regulated, more or less, by the dexterity of

the tithe proctor, and the violence of the parish; so that distress

had not been confined to the people, it had extended to the par-

son ; their system was not only against the first principle of
human existence, against the first principle of good husbandry,

against the first principle of manufacture, against the first prin-

ciple of public quiet, it went also against the security and dignity

of the clergy. Their case had been reduced to two propositions,

that they were not supported by the real tithes or the tenths ;

and that they were supported by a degrading annual contract

;

the real tithe or tenth is therefore unnecessary for their support,

for they had done without it; and the annual contract was
improper by their own admission, and the interference of par-

liament proper therefore. Certainly the annual contract was
below the dignity of a clergyman ; he was to make a bargain

with the squire, the farmer, and the peasant, on a subject

v/hich they did, and he did not understand; the more his hu-

manity and his erudition the less his income ? it was a situation

where the parson's property fell with his virtues, and rose with

his bad qualities. Just so the parishioner ; he lost by being

ingenuous, and he saved by dishonesty. The pastor of the

people was made a spy on the husbandman : he was reduced to

become the annual teazing contractor and litigant with a flock,

among whom he was to extend religion by his personal popu-

larity ; an agent became necessary for him, it relieved him in

this situation, and this agent or proctor involved him in new
odium and new disputes ; the squire not seldom defrauded

him, and he was obliged to submit in repose and protection,

and t<3 reprise on the cottier, so that it often happened, that the

clergyman did not receive the thirtieth, and the peasant paid

more than the tenth ; the natural result of that, was a S)'stem,

VOL. III.
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which made the parson dependent on the rich for his repose,

and on the poor for his subsistence. The spirit of many cler-

g)^men, and the justice of many country gentlemen, resisted

§uch an evil in many cases, but the evil was laid in the law,

•which it was their duty and interest to regulate. From a situ-

ation so ungracious, from the disgrace and loss of making in his

own person a little bargain with squires, farmers, and peasants,

of each and every description, and from non-residence, the par-

son was obliged to take refuge in the assistance of a character,

by. name a tithe farmer, and by profession an extortioner ; that

extortioner became part of the establishment of the church ; by

interest and situation, there were tv/o descriptions of men he

was sure to defraud ; the one w^as the parson, and the other the

people ; he collected sometimes at fifty per cent, he gave the

clergyman less than he ought to receive, and took from the pea-

sants xnore than they ought to pay; he was not an agent, who
was to collect a certain rent, he was an adventurer, who gave

a certain rate for the privilege of making a bad use of an un-

settled claim ; that claim, over the powers of collection, and

what was teazing or provoking in the law, was in his hand an

instrument not of justice but of usury; he sometimes set the

tithes to a second tithe farmer, so that the land became a prey

to a subordination of vultures.

In arbitrary countries the revenue was collected by men, who
farmed it, and it was a mode of oppression the most severe ; in

the most arbitrary country the farming of the revenue was given

to the Jews. They introduced that practice into the collection

of tithes, and the tithe farmer frequently called in aid of Chris-

tianity the arts of the synagogue ; obnoxious on account of all

that, the unoffending clergyman thrown off the rich upon the

poor, cheated exceedingly by his tithe farmer, and afterwards

involved in his odium, became an object of outrage : his pro-

perty and person were both attacked, and in both the religion and

laws of the country scandalized and disgraced. The same

cause, which produced a violent attack on the clergyman among
the lower order of the community, produced among some of

the higher orders a languor and neutrality in defending him.

Thus outraged and forsaken he came to parliament ; they abhor-

red the barbarity, they punished the tumult, they acknowledged

the injury, but they were afraid of administering any radical or

effectual relief; because they were afraid of the claims of the

church ; they claimed the tenth of whatever by capital, indus-

try, or premium? was produced from land. One thousand men
claimed this ; and they claimed this without any stipulation,

for what appears for the support of the poor, the rtrpair of the

church, or even the residence of the preacher. Alarmed at the

extent of such a claim, they conceived, that the difficulty of col-
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lection was their security, and feared to give powers, which
might be necessary for the collection of customary tithes, lest

the clergy should use those powers for the enforcing of a long

catalogue of dangerous pretensions. They had reason for that

apprehension ; and the last clause in the Riot Act had prompt-
ed a clergyman in the south to demand the tithe of agistment,

and to attempt to renew a confusion, which their act intended

to compose. The present state of the clergyman was, that he
could not collect his customary tithe without the interference of
parliament, and parliament could not interfere without making
a general regulation, lest any assistance then given should be

applied to the enforcement of dormant claims, ambiguous and
unlimited.

Thus the situation of the clergy, as well as of the people,

called on the house to take up at large the subject of the tithe.

They had two grounds for such an investigation, the distress of

the clergy, and the distress of the people.

He then moved the following resolution :
" That if it appear,

" at the commencement of the next session of parliament, that
*' public tranquillity has been restored in those parts of the
*' kingdom that have lately been disturbed, and due obedience
*' paid to the laws, this house will take into consideration the
" subject of tithes, and endeavour to form some plan for the
** honourable support of the clergy, and the ease of the peo-
« pie.''

Mr. Secretary Orde differed from Mr. Grattan,and insisted,

that in the existing circumstances of the country it was impos-
sible in any degree to hold out an expectation, that the house
Avould even enter upon the subject. Sir Henry Harstonge se-

conded Mr. Grattan's motion, because the people was admitted
on all hands to suffer great hardships and oppression. The de-

bate was continued with much animation to a very late hour

:

and several of the gentlemen, who usualh' voted with Mr. Grat-

tan, expressed their vv^ishes, that h€ would withdraw his motion.

This brought him up again at a very late hour ; and he observ-

ed, that the subject had been agitated in such a variety of dif-

ferent ways, and opposed by so many gentlemen, that even at

that late hour of the night he felt himself under the necessity of
making some observations ; and at the same time he assured
the house, that nothing but a conviction of the propriety of the

motion could make him resist the wishes of so many gentlemen^

whom personally he loved and respected ; but he should appear
a very light man, were he, by withdrawing the motion, to give
any ground to suppose, that he had taken up the subject without
the most mature consideration, or that he would hazard such a
motion without duly considering its consequences. This was
not the case ; and therefore it was not the smallness of the mi-=
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norlty, in which he might be found, that would induce him to
relinquish a measure arising from justice, mercy, and true poli-

cy. The only effect a defeat on that occasion could produce
would be, to confirm him in a resolution of doing in the next
session that, which the situation of the church and the people
required. He had the utmost veneration, love, and respect for

the church, which he was determined to prove, not by words
only, but by acts. He had heard, indeed, very plausible pro-

fessions of regard to the church : but while they remained mere
w^ords, unaccompanied by deeds, he should pay little regard to

them. He w^as determined to prove his affection to the church
by his actions, by securing her ministers in an honourable afflu-

ent independence, and by removing every cause of dispute that

could endanger their persons or properties.

He could have wished, that government had not taken any
part in the business. He could not see what an English cabi-

net, or an Irish secretary, had to do with it. The gentlemen of
the country knew best their ov/n situation ; it should therefore

have been left to them. On the riot bill the house had resolved

themselves into a committee oh that part of the lord lieutenant's

speech, which respected the disturbances ; they did not, how-
e\ er, examine ac all, whether there were any disturbances, but
thty adopted a measure more adapted to an adult sedition than
to the suppression of a flying peasantry. However, as ministers

were responsible for the quiet of the country, the measure was
agreed to ; but having done so, it certainly was now necessary

ro enquire into the distresses of the people, to enquire into

their grievances after they had become coerced into obedience,

after it had been declared by some of the first officers of the

state, and allowed by every one, that they were bowed down
with misery, and ground to powder with oppression ; after they
had passed a law to shoot, and to hang, and to whip, and to

banish, and to imprison them, could it be thought too soon to

enquire into their grievances ? It might, indeed, be too late, but
the dignity of parliament would be injured. And how has the

right honourable gentleman maintained that dignity ? By seal-

ing up the lips of the majority, and pronouncing his veto against

compassion. I should have wished, continued he, he had not
risen, or that the imperial veto had not sealed up the springs of
humanity-.

It has been said, that the exoneration of potatoes from tithe

"would be of no advantage to the poor. Where had gentlemen
learned that doctrine ? Certainly not in the report of Lord Car-
hampton. Or would they sav, that taking sixteen shillings an
acre off potatoes is no benefit to the miserable man, who de-

pends on them as his only food ?
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It had been admitted, that some tithes are illegal, such as
those on turf, and the poor man was advised to institute a law-
suit for relief. Were gentlemen serious when they gave that

advice ? or would they point out, how the man, who earned five

pence a day was to cope with the wealthy tithe f^irmer that op-
pressed him ?

It had been said, they should not pay any regard to people in
a state of resistance ; that it would be derogatory from the dig-
nity of parliament, and that they should apply in proper form.
He laughed at such language ; there could never be a time
•when it was improper for the legislature to do justice. Mr.
Grattan's motion was then superseded without a division.

When the bill for better executing the laws, and for the bet-

ter preservation of the peace within the counties at large was
read a second time, it was warmly opposed by several of the
patriots ; Mr. Griffith* was unwilling it should be brought

* This gentleman was very vehement in his expressions on this occasion. 7
Par. Deb. p. 445. He objected against going- into a bill of that importance, in
a house consisting- of not one third of the members, and most of those present
were aids de camp, searchers, packers, gangers, placemen of all descriptions,
and pensioners. And that it was highly indecent at that time to press forward
a bill of such consequence, a bill, which created thirty-two additional judges
which annulled six hundred magistrates, which raised an army of three thou-
sand soldiers, under the name of constables, and changed the administration
of the justice of the country, Mr. John O'Neile said the bill would raise a
body of five thousand sub-constables, v.hich was equal to one iull third of the
standing army, and had but two objcct.9, viz. to increase the patvonag-e of the
crown, and to overawe the people, Mr. Charles O'Neile was vehement in the
support of the bill.

On the further progress of this bill, Mr. Fitzgibbon very tauntingly upbraid-
braided the gentlemen on the opposili<jn bench, for their silence, as if proceed-
ing from inability and ignorance, which uas highly resented by Mr. T,iim
O'Neile and Mr. ConoUy : the former reminded the attorney general of seve-
ral unconstitutional acts brought in by liim, some of which still dis«»-raced the
statute books : namely, the bill for securing tliC liberty of the press, which de-
prived the subject of his birth-right; a trial by jury; and vested in the ma-
gistrate the executive of judicial powers, making him at once the judge, v;ho
was to preside, the jury to deliberate, and the executioner, who v, as to punish

:

his prosecutions by attachment, which met witli the loud and general condem-
nation of all ranks of men and of lawyers fully as able as hirnself, which also
deprived the subject of his birth-right, the trial by jury : and lastly, his bill to
prevent tumultuous risings as it first stood, enjoining' the prostration of the
houses of religious worship, which would have drnen tv o-thirds of the people
to despair, madness, and rebellion. He warned ministry to desist from that
overbearing exultation, with which they carried questions by their majorities,
and insolently attempted to run down country gentlemen from standing up in
support of their oppressed countrymen. Mr. ConoUy observed, that a country
gentleman might be well excused, if, in his zeal to serve the country, he fell

into some error upon the constitution : but no apol gy could be made for the
law officer of the crown, at the head of his own profession, who, to seduce that
house, openly asserted so false a fact, as that in giving them that bill, he was
giving them the la-'jo of Great Britain, where constables were not made and.
paid by government. The attorney general made a full apology to Mr. O'Neile.
7 Pari. Debates, p. 4r4.
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forward before so thin a house ; Sir Edward Crofton opposed
it on the same ground, as well as upon th-e unconstitutional ten-

dency of the measure. Mr. Conoily entertained the most se-

rious apprehensions from putting the country under an armed
marechausee, by making constables dependent upon govern-

ment for their salaries. He had, he said, asked the attorney

general, when the Riot Act was introduced, whether it were
intended to be foUoM^ed up with a general police bill ; and the

right honourable gentleman had said it was not. The attorney

general still persisted, that no such thing was intended, and he

pledged himself to prove in the committee, that the bill then

before them had no such tendency. Mr. Conoily professed

himself anxious to have the laws strictly executed, though in a

constitutional way. He always approved of a Riot Act, and

was confirmed in that opinion by the late Marquis of Rocking-

ham, the known friend to liberty, who declined going over to

Ireland, alleging, that he never would go to a country, where
a Riot Act never had existed. Yet he would not object to the

bill, if the constables to be appointed under it were to be elective

in the counties by the grand juries. The bill was committed
by a very large majority.

It was singular, that so many sessions had passed over without

any motion or resolution concerning the body of Roman Catho-

lics : the Protestant part of the nation had latterly become much
reconciled to them, as appeared by the liberal declarations of the

volunteer corps. On the 4th of April, 1787, Mr. Brown, of

the college, without any previous notice, or any particular view,

brought them under the consideration of the House of Com-
mons, by a motion, which he carried, even against the vote of

the secretary. The motion was in itself of trifling consequence :

though every circumstance, which ascertains the disposition for

the time being, of the government and parliament towards that

numerous part of the Irish nation, cannot be indifferent to those,

who take an interest in the history of that kingdom. He
accordingly moved, " *Tbat the proper officer do lay before
" this house, copies of all the rolls, which have been transmitted
*' to, and deposited in the Rolls Office of this kingdom, con-
*' taining the names, titles, additions, and places of abode of
" such persons as have taken the oath prescribed by the statute

" of the 13th and 14th years of his present majesty, intituled,

" An act to enable his majesty's subjects of whatever persuasion,

" to testify their allegiance to him ; specifying the time when,
*' and the court or magistrate, before v/honi they respectively
** took the said oath. Also, that the proper officer do lay

" before this house, copies of the returns, which have b£eii made

* 12 Journ. Com. p. 25,8.



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. $59

*^ to the clerk of the privy council, by the registers of the several
** dioceses in this kingdom, of the names, abodes, ages, parishes,
** times and places of receiving Popish orders of such Popish
*' ecclesiastics as have been registered in pursuance of an act of
" the 21st and 22d years of his present majest}^, intituled, An
" act for the further relief of his majesty's subjects of this king-
" dom professing the popish religion."

The Secretary of State could not conceive for what purpose
those motions were made ; and as the motion affected great

bodies of men, he hoped he would oblige the house with his

motive.

Mr. Brov/ne said, that in the year 1774, an act passed, by
which any of his majesty's subjects were enabled to testify their

allegiance. The dissenters were particularly pleased at this,

as before they had no such opportunity. In 1 778, an act passed
allowing Roman Catholics great advantages, such as taking long
leases, with this proviso only, that they should previously have
taken the oath of allegiance. Another act afterwards passed,

taking off many restrictions, and giving them every advantage
possessed by Protestants, except filling any of the offices of state.

He wished to know how generally the oath of allegiance had
been taken ?

Mr. Charles O'Neill observed, that the motion might gratify

curiosity, but could not answer any useful purpose ; and the
secretary of state thought the object of those motions was to
insinuate an imputation upon two great bodies of men, to excite

a suspicion of their fellow subjects. Convinced how groundless
such a charge would be, and convinced of the extreme danger
of making it, he should vote against the motion. Pamphlets of
a very exceptionable nature had been published, and the nation
might apprehend, that the house was proceeding to that investi-

gation in consequence. Upon that ground he also objected to
the motion. He wished the business not to be pursued, as it

went to revive matters, which every man should wish buried in

perpetual oblivion.

Mr. Griffith remarked, that there was not a body of people
better affected than the Roman Catholics. A very ill-judged

suspicion had already given them the alarm, and that motion
would still further increase it. He hoped, from what had fallen

from the secretary of state, the motion would be withdrawn.
It was, however, put and carried.

Two other subjects occupied the attention of parliament during
the session of 1787: one of them was, the consideration of the
treaty of navigation and commerce with the French king:* the

* Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole house, to whom it

was referred to take into consideration, that part of his grace the lord-lieuter
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other was a plan of education, which appeared to have been

a favourite subject of attention and study to the secretary for

two years. Shortly before the close of the session, he submitted

the plan of it to the house ; but it was not relished or supported

according to his wishes or expectations. The parliament was
prorogued on the 28th of May : and his excellency's speech
comprised the usual thanks for the supplies, assurances of his

majesty's affectionate protection, and promises of his own oeco-

nomical application of the revenue, and a recommendation to

the people of regular and peaceable demeanour.
In the long and interesting discussion of the treaty of naviga-

tion and commerce with the French king, the parliament of
Great Britain was not altogether inattentive to the interests of

Ireland. When the report of the committee upon that treaty

was brought up to the British House of Commons, notice was
taken of what had been said relative to Ireland, and the Irish

propositions, arguing, that great good might result to Ireland,

if she passed laws adapted to the regulations of duties contained

in the tar i ft".

Mr. Flood said, that he could assure the right honourable

gentleman and the house, that he felt no extreme anxiety for the

attainment of any benefits for Ireland through the medium of

a treaty, to which he had so many objections on the ground of

its being disadvantageous to Great Britain. He had on a for-

mer day stated, that if the sentiments of the manufacturers

remained unaltered, they could not but be adverse to a treaty

with France, founded on principles so transcendently more
injurious to their interests, than the principles of the former
treaty with Ireland. Nothing could be more self-evident, than

that if the reasoning of the manufacturers had been right on
that occasion and their apprehensions had been justifiable, the

same style of reasoning would apply more forcibly on the present

occasion, and their apprehensionc would be still more justifiable.

With regard to the court of France understanding, that Ireland

was implied and comprehended in the present treaty, although

it were not so declared in express words in any part of the treaty,

he asked v/hat security had Ireland for her share of the advan--

tages or privileges, which the treaty held out to Great Britain,

if either privileges 'or advantages were likely to arise from it,

any more than she had for the court of Lisbon's extending to

her the advantages of tlie Methuen treaty, which it was well

\

nar\t*s speech, which related to the treaty of navii^ation and comirerce, con-
cluded by his majesty with the Most Christain king-, tJie resokitions, which
the coTTiTnittee h?A directed him to report in the liouse, which he read in his

place, and after delivered in at the table. They were iifteen in number, and
are to be sesn in the Appendix, Nc, LXXVII.
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known she had refused to suffer Ireland to participate of, in

viohition of the spirit and meaning of that treaty, and which
treaty on the part of Portugal, akhough it had been five years

in negotiation, no redress had been obtained for Ireland. Mr.
Flood stated his conviction, that the commercial treaty was
neither likely to be a benefit to Great Britain or Ireland, and he
thought a stronger proof of its objectionable invalidity could

not be stated to the friends of Ireland, (and every honest Briton

must be the friend of Ireland, because her interests were so

deeply involved and interwoven wiih the interests of Great Bri-

tain, that they were inseparable considerations,) than the extra-

ordinary position, in which the commercial treaty would place

the two countries of France and Ireland, by entitling France to

commercial privileges and advantages in Great Britain, to which
Ireland was not en.itled; and by entitling Ireland to greater

privileges 'and advantages in France, than she could obtain in

Great Britain.

Mr. Grenville declared, that Great Britain had two years ago

-made a liberal offer to Ireland, which the parliament of that

misled and infatuated people had been persuaded to refuse,

lie never would admit the doctrine, that therefore Great Britain

had no right to treat and conclude a commercial treaty with

France, adapted lo her own commercial circumstances, without

considering herself as a dependant on Ireland, and consulting

her previously upon the subject. Mr. Grenville went into a
recapitulation of the parliamentary transactions of the year

1785, respecting the commercial arrangements then agitated in

favour of Ireland, and consulting her previously upon the sub-

ject. He said, that the offer of Great Britain had been more
liberal than it perhaps ever might prove again ; and that it ill

became those, who had principally stood forward in the parlia-

ment of Ireland to persuade that assembly to reject the offer,

to be afterwards among the foremost to endeavour to prevent

this country from carrying into execution a treaty with France,

which was concluded with a view to the benefit of Great Britain.

Ireland had been favoured with an early option of solid and
substantial advantage : and Ireland had rejected the offer under
circumstances of great delusion, and under artful misrepresenta-

tions of the real n.^ture of that off.r, he was ready to admit;
but having rejected it, till she saw her fatal delusion, and was,
from conviction of the value of what she had been so unhappily
persuaded to refuse, induced to ask Great Britain to give her a
second opiion, she had not the smallest pretensions to complain
of neglect of her interests on the part of Great Britain ; and the

more especially, as the present commercial treaty with France
had been concluded with an eye to her interests equally with

VOL. HI. X
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the interests of this country, as it lay with the parliament of
Ireland to decide for themselves, and if they thought the

treaty advantageous to that country, they had it in their power
to make it so, by passing laws adapted to the stipulations in the

tariff.

Mr Flood answered, that he could not have conceived it pos-

sible for three or four natural expressions to have drawn down
upon him an animadversion, delivered in so high and imperative

a tone. Being a native of Ireland, and having the honour to pos-

sess a seat in the parliament of that kingdom, he had thought it

his indispensable dutynot to sit silent, v/hen so much had been said

on the subject of Ireland, and its commercial interests ; but he
plainly saw, that if any man professed himself to be the real

friend of Ireland, he was to be reprehended and stigmatized as

the enemy of Great Britain, He had before declared, that he
was a friend to both countries, and had said that every honest

Briton must be the same. The right honourable gentleman
had contended, that Great Britain was not the dependant of
Ireland, it was undoubtedly true ; but was Great Britain not

bounden to take care of the interests of every part of the em-
pire ? The parliament of Great Britain was the imperial parlia-

ment : was it not then the indispensable duty of that parliament,

in every great national measure, to look to the general interests

of the empire, and to see that no injurious consequences fol-

lowed to the peculiar interests of any part of it. If this were
admitted, would any man say, that Ireland was not to be coji-

sidered on the present important occasion ? And why, because

the parliament of Ireland had rejected, and rejected with dis-

dain, the commercial treaty of 1785. The right honourable
gentleman had told them, that in 1/85, Great Britain made a
liberal offer to Ireland. This was the first time that it had been
owned, that the treaty of 1785 was the offer of Great Britain, at

tht time the right honourable gentleman (h« believed) had
called the measure the Irish propositions, and stated them as

coming from Ireland. He had now confessed the fact, and ac-

knowledged (more, perhaps, than he meant to admit) that the

propositions were English propositions, sent originally from
hence to Ireland, then sent back, and ultimately returned from
England in a shape widely altered from their original appear-

ance. The right honourable gentleman had talked of delusion,

and hinted, that those who endeavoured to open the eyes of the

parliament of Ireland, were ashamed to avow their conduct.

The right honourable gentleman was in error. He gloried in

the share, which he had taken in that transaction. The offer

had been insidious, and under colour of commercial advantage,

the constitution of Ireland was endeavoured to be bartered

away, Mr. Flood next took notice of what he termed the right
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iionourable gentleman's declaration, that till Ireland asked to

have the propositions revived, she was to expect no favour
from Great Britain. He said, that it reminded him of the de-
claration of the right honourable gentleman (a member of that

house) in an eminent situation in Ireland, who had obtained an
address as a sanction of the measure, and who triumphantly
told the House of Commons of Ireland, that in less than three
months, when the people were undeceived, and the delusion in

which they had been involved, cleared up, they would come in

numbers to the house, execrate those members who had been
most active in opposing that mass of propositions, some parts

of which they had been told, were English, some part Irish,

some commercial, and some political, and earnestly implore
their revival. To ensure this triumph, some thousand copies,

accomfianied with the address to the lord lieutenant, had been
printed and disseminated throughout the kingdom of Ireland,

but to that day, no man had ventured to mention the revival of
the propositions in parliament, nor was it at all likely that they
should. Mr. Flood said, that he hoped it would not be thought
that he had obtruded the subject of Ireland upon the house. It

had been agitated for a considerable time before he interfered
j

nor should he have said thus much, had he not thought that

his silence would have been deemed a dereliction on his part of a
cause, which it would ever be his pride to assist in maintaining
and supporting. Thei^e was something so high in the tone of
the right honourable gentleman, that it struck his ear as extra-

ordinary ; he could not imagine that the right honourable gen-
tleman meant any thing personal ; but he begged leave to say,

that no man living should brow-beat him, or awe him into aa
unbecoming silence.'^

Mr. W. Grcnville said, that in the first place, he hoped that

no man would believe that he meant to brow-beat the right ho-
nourable gentleman ; and far less could he have intended to

have stood up as professing to entertain any sentiment inimical

to the interests of Ireland. To the contrary, he professed and

* I have g-iven this speech of Mr. Flood's in the British House of Commons^
as larg-ely as I found it reported, not only to prove what were the opinion and
feeling-s of that part of the Irish nation and senate, which adopted his reason-
ing, and moved by his iniiuence (and they were not few), but more particu-
larly to draw the reader's attention to the avowals of Mr. Flood, the most
violent and impassioned asserter of Irish independence, that there existed a
political necessity for a controlling- superiority in the British, which was the
imperial parliament, whose indispensable duty it was, in every great national
measure, to look to the general interests of the empire, and to see that no in-
jurious consequences followed to the peculiar interests of any part of it. Now
as Ireland did not claim any such controlling right over Great Britain, the in-
dependence claimed could not be real, for all independence must be recipro-
cal. The admission of these principles demonstrates the political necessity of
an incorporate union for the advantage of the empire at large.
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felt a warm affection and sincere regard, grounded on princi-

ples of personal gratitude for past kindnesses and attentions to

himself, and on a variety of dear and interesting considerations.

In the progress of the Irish propositions through that house, he
had been actuated by those; principles, and had stood up as the

friend of Ireland to stem the torrent of prejudice, to resist and
oppose the objections of interested individuals, and to reason
into silence and conviction, the groundless alarms and appre-

hensions of those manufacturers, v. ho, misled by factious men,
were taught to be terrified at imaginary evils, and to expect

dangers never likely to happen. Mr. Grenviile stated the ob-

ject and end of the Irish propositions, to have been for Great
Britain to grant to Ireland as full a participation of her com-
mercial advantages as could be permitted consistently with her
ov/n safety, and to secure a suitable return. The idea of its

being intended to assume the power of legislating for Ireland,

he ccntendtd, was nothing more than an empty phantom, raised

by the machinations of sophistry, to frighten the parliament of

Ireland from accepting one of the greatest boons ever oifered

to one country by the impulse of the liberal and affectionate

feelings of another.

Mr. Fox reprobated the idea, that nothing beneficial to Ire-

land was to be thought of, because she had refused the propo-

sitions of 17 85. He entered into a detail of the nature of those

propositions ; stated his own conduct respecting them ; and
concluded wiih moving^ by way of amendment, that the w^ords,
'^ this day se'nnight," be inserted in the motion, instead of the

word " now."
Mr. Felham seconded ihe motion, declaring, that he should

have moved it, had not his right honourable friend made such
amendment.
When the commercial treaty was under debate in the Bri-

tish House of Lords, the Marquis of Lansdowne,*^ ever atten-

tive to the interest of Ireland, observed, that this matter gave
him the highest concern as well as astonishment. When he
lately heard in the country, that a body of the Irish privy coun-
sellors had been collected in England, to consult v/ilh ministry,

he had no conception, that the conference was on the subject of

• In the beg-iniunp^ of his speech on this occasion tlie noble Marquis had, in

defending hinseif against an imputation fi-om Lord Carlisle, of having spoken
both for and against the treaty, said, that he had ppproved the principles and
tendency of the nieasure, though he objected to scnie of the articles in the
detail. The fact was, that he did then stand, as tiirough his life he always
had stood, aloof from parties. He was of no party It was his pride and prin-

ciple to be of nn faction, but to embrace every measure on its own ground,
free fiom all connection. Such had been bis political creed : as such he stood

before the people, and as such he coveted to be judged by them. 22 Pari,

Deb. Lords, p. 98.



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 165

a French treaty witli Ireland, while England and Ireland still

remained in the same distracted state as btrfore. Nothing could
be more extraordinar}' than this ; for the time was favourable

;

Ireland was a nation of good humour ; the Duke of Rutland
and Mr. Orde were men, who would make her good humour-
ed, if she were the contrary : the conduct of the English manu-
facturers, in the present case of the French treaty, must crush
all their former objections to the system, of the Irish proposi-

tions. The present then was the moment for ministers to re-

vive the idea of a beneficial connection. Why was it not done?
He did not mean the vague, ill-natured, and inadequate Irish

propositions, as they were called ; but a plain, simple, good-
intentioned scheme of reciprocal intercourse, taking off the

shackles that lay on our trading laws, which was all the union
he desired. It was monstrous to think, that their privy coun-
sellors should be assembled, and nothing done ; at a time too
when the Right Boys exhibited such a scene, to whom, for

aught he knew, every consul from the court of France may
prove a minister.

The Duke of Rutland died in October, 1787. This noble-
man v/as calculated to command the affections of the Irish na-
tion : he was open, free, liberal, and convivial : he committed
the management of the public business to those about him : and
unfortunately for that nation, the expcnces of driving the state

equipage through the beaten track necessarily increased in an
alarming degree. In this very year the pension list was in-

creased by additional grants to the amount of 8730/.*^ Sir
Henry Hartsonge, Mr. Conolh', and many who had most stre-

nuously opposed his administration, rendered willing frfbute to
bis amiable qualities, to the uprightness of his heart, and the
honourable views and intentions with which he acted on all oc-
casions. The errors of his administration they attributed to

his advisers, and the majority of tliat house, who had constantly
supported them. To an aggrieved people it is however imma-
terial, whether the noxious system proceed immediately from
a depraved or austere governor, or immediately through those
ministers, who abuse the frankness and ease of a benevolent
one. The melancholy necessity of a corrupt majority in par-
liament to support a permanent and commanding influence of
the English executive, or rather of the English cabinet in the
councils of Ireland, has been faithfully delineated by the late

Earl of Clare, v.4io for nearly the last twenty years of his life

was one of the most pov/erful directors and supporters of that
very influence.^ " Such a connection," said he, " is formed
*' not for mutual strength and security, but for mutual debility

;

* 8 Pari. Deb. p. 8- f "^r^ech ofthe Earl of Clare, p. 45.
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" it is a connection of distinct minds and distinct interests,
" generating national discontent and jealousy, and perpetuating
" faction and misgovernment in the inferior country. The
" first obvious disadvantage to Ireland is, that in every depart-
*' ment of the state, every other consideration must yield to
" parliamentary power ; let the misconduct of any public officer
" be what it may, if he is supported by a powerful parliamentary
" interest, he is too strong for the king's representative. A
" majority in the parliament of Great Britain will defeat the
" minister of the day ; but a majority of the parliament of
" Ireland against the king's government, goes directly to separate
•' this kingdom from the British crown. If it continues, separa-
" tion or war is the inevitable issue ; and therefore it is, that
" the general executive of the empire, as far as is essential to
*' retain Ireland as a member of it, is completely at the mercy
" of the Irish parliament ; and it is vain to expect, so long as
*' man continues to be^a creature of passion and interest, that
" he will not avail himself of the critical and difficult situation,
" in which the executive government of this kingdom must
'' ever remain, under its present constitution, to demand the
" favours ot the crown, not as the rew^ardof loyalty and service,
^' but as the stipulated price, to be paid in advance, for the
*' discharge of a public duty. Every unprincipled and noisy
" adventurer, who can achieve the means of putting himself
" forward, commences his political career on an avowed specula-
^^ tion of profit and loss ; and if he fail to negotiate his political

'^ job, will endeavour to extort it by faction and sedition, and
" with unblushing effrontery to fasten his own corruption on
" the kittg's ministers. English influence is the inexhaustible
'' theme for popular irritation and distrust of every factious and
" discontented man, who fails in the struggle to make himself
*' the necessary instrument of it. Am I then justified in stating,

" that our present connection with Great Britain, is in its nature
'* formed for mutual debility ; that it must continue to generate
" national discontent and jealousy, and perpetuate faction and
" misgovernment in Ireland."-^'

* This avowal oftlie necessary continTiance of national discontent, jealousy

faction, and misgovernment in Ireland, from tliat noble lord, who bore so pre-

eminent a share in the government of that country, at once stamps the quality

of those majorities in parliament, which he so long triumphantly led, and
fatally proves, that a most powerful argument for the union was to be drawn
from the inveterate corruption rf the Irish government. This argument in

favour of the union might have been urged by any member of the Irish parlia-

jnent m.ove graciously, by none more forcibly, tl)an by the Eari of Clare. As
that nobleman has mw paid the debt of nature, and as he bore the principal

part in b.inging about the union of his country with Great Britain it is no
slight duty of the historian to lay before the reader his real character : the

motives of his conduct m.ay be collected, if at all, from his ov/n avowals. He
was one of the most emineiit and successful lawyers, that ever adorned the
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If credit be given, as it ought, to the truth of what Lord
Clare has further asserted, of the political state of Ireland at

that period, we shall find, that the Irish nation then was, and that

it was impossible that it should not be, an aggrieved and discon-

tented people. It was, said he, a fact of public notoriety, that

on the acknowledgment of Irish independence in 1782, the first

step taken by some gentlemen of that country, v/ho had been
in the habit of considering the Irish nation as their political

inheritance, was to make it a muniment of their title, by forming

a political confederacy, offensive and defensive in both coun-

tries. The basis of that alliance was, mutual engagement to

play the independence of Ireland against their political antago-

nists whenever they happened to occupy the seat of power ; and,

if he were to judge by the conduct of the parties principally

concerned up to that hour, to foment turbulence and faction

in Ireland even to open rebellion, if it should be found neces*

sary to the removal of an obnoxious British administration.

In prosecution of that very laudable system, it became an essen-

tial object of the confederacy to guard against any settlement

between Great Britain and Ireland, which might cut off the

most obvious sources of mutual jealousy and discontent.

Whilst there exists the semblance of a parliament in a coun-

try, which is at all, however unequally, divided, the bulk of the

people naturally will side with one party or the other : and if

according to this nobleman, as long as man continues to be a

creature of passion and interest, the majority of parliament be to

consist of those, who receive the favour of the crown, not as

the reward of loyalty and service, but as the stipulated price to

Irish bar : lie came early into parliament, and kaving succeeded to a very ample
patrimony, the extraordinary perquisites of his profession rendered him one of

the most independent members of the House of Commons. From the moment
of his appointment to be attorney general in the administration of the Duke of

Portland, 1782, he was to the hour of his death most devotedly and uniformly

attached to the interests and influence of the British cabinet. He was singu-

larly gifted by nature to succeed in the elevated stations of attorney general

and chancellor, in which he successively moved. His professional talents and
knowledge were inferior to none at the bar ; and his personal intrepidity,

spirited exertions, and unwearied zeal in supporting the cause he had under-

taken, were superior to those of any other political character in the nation.

He rather spurned, than courted popularity. He was the first Irishman, to

whom the British cabinet had entrusted tlie great seal, and is universally

allowed to have performed the functions of that important office with infinitely

more ability and effect than any of his predecessors on that bench. He was an

excellent landlord. But as a public political character he was very unpopular.

He was the promoter of all the strong measures ofgovernment, which created

so much discontent at different periods throughout the nation : he never

favoured, and latterly was the principal agent in suppressing the volunteers ;

he determinately opposed the enlargement of the indulgencies to the Catho-
lics, and uniformly supported every measure ofthe British cabinet, which either

did or was supposed to encroach upon the liberty and welfare of his country.

In parliament he was always assiduous and powerful, frequently sarcastic and
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be paid in advance for the discbarge of public duty, it neces-

sarily follov/s, that the bulk of those, v/hoin the rays of royal

favour do not reach, muat be in opposition to those stipendiary

servants of the crown, v/ho were necessary to keep up that

system of English influence upon Irish government, to which
such terrible eft'ects were necessarily annexed* Nothing there-

fore could be more true, than that the whole Irish people

(except those who received emolument through the revenue,

police, or other departments of government.) were unexcep-

tionably discontented at the system of government, then carry-

ing forward. Nay, the very part of the new viceroy's conduct,

ivhich was most laudable, at this time sv/elled the stream of

discontent. His oeconomical vigilance upon the application of

public revenue, and his determination to reform the abuses in

the several departments, had raised against him the whole host

of fiscal dependants throughout the nation. It may indeed easily

be imagined with what zealous energy they laboured to thwart

the views and render the character of the lord lieutenant unpo-

pular. In the metropolis the citizens were meeting by deputies

from each parish to prepare petitions against the police bill ; and
by way of reviving the spirit of liberty, which they conceived
ihe late strong measures of government were aimed at extin-

guishing, the corporation of Dublin took an opportunity of

presenting a formal request to the. provost and fellows of the

university, in grateful remembrance of that disinterested patriot

the late Dr. Lucas, to give a gratuitous education to his son ;

to whom the provost and fellows most liberally granted an
apartment and commons in college, without any expence to his

family.

On the 17th. of January, 1788, the Marquis of Buckingham
met the parliament for the first time : in his speech from the

throne he condoled with them upon the loss his majesty's ser-

vice had sustained by the death of the Duke of Rutland, whose
public and private virtues had deservedly conciliated the esteem

of that kingdom ; and he called upon them to take part in the

satisfaction, which his majesty felt in the situation of foreign

affairs, particularly in the restoration of the constitution and
tranquillity of the united provinces by the co-operation of his

majesty and the King of Prussia, under the conduct of the

Dulre of Brunswick. When the address had been moved for

and seconded, Mr. Parsons objected to it, because in speaking

of the Duke of Rutland's administration, it seemed entirely

heated, and sometimes arrog-ant and overbearing-. In private he v/as warm in

his attachments, and unrelentir.g in Lis enmities. In his complacencies be
was engaging-, often fastidiovis in hi'^^ deportrrenf 3rd in his domestic habits

convivial ar»d luxurious
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to approve of it, and to bind the house to pursue the same
measures, which that administration had done. He owned he
was not at the moment prepared to enter into a subject of so

much importance, but there were some points so notoriously-

disagreeable, and so highly injurious to the country,, that he
could not for a moment suppose the house would adopt any
measure, which would look like an approbation of them, much
less would it pledge itself to retain all the measures of the Duke
of Rutland's administration. He trusted the house would not

now approve the act, by which the press in Ireland \vas laid

under a degree of restraint unknown in England ; he well knew,
that under certain circumstances, very dissimilar laws might be
found necessary in the two countries, but the great fundamental

principles of law ought to be the same in both ; and therefore

he hoped under the present administration to see the press

liberated from the shackles, which the last had imposed : he
also hoped to see the unconstitutional exercise of attachments

discontinued ; the present administration he trusted would feel

no necessity for such a guard. He also hoped a general police

and riot act would be no longer deemed necessary j and there-

fore, if gentlemen meant to do away these abominations, he
could see no necessity for pledging themselves to, or for approv-

ing of them : they were all acts, which tended to increase pre-

rogative, and diminish lil^erty, and the address as it stood em-
braced them all. He observed, that throughout the whole
speech, and the whole address, the word ceconomy was no where
to be found; he asked, therefore, did the present ministry mean
to continue the same system of extravagance, by which the last

had loaded the country with taxes ? or did the/ me in to retrench?

If the latter, why not declare it? The expences of the country

were enormous, and exceeded those of Lord Carlisle's adminis-

tration, which was deemed sufficiently profuse, by a sum of

not less than 660,000/. per annum ; he again desired to know,
was the profusion to be continued ? There was no promise to

the contrary in the speech ; and therefore every man must
infer it was ; though it would be somewhat strange, after all

the examination which had been made into the public offices,

and which the nation supposed was for the purpose of retrench**

ment.
Several gentlemen of the opposition, out of tenderness to the

character of the late Duke of Rutland, who was personally

beloved, prevailed on Mr. Parsons to withdraw his motion,

conceiving that the address did not commit them to the appro-

bation of the measures of his administration. Mr. Parsons,

however, on the next evening, when the address was moved,
still persisted, that the amendment he had to propose, so far

VOL. III. Y
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from casting blame upon the late Duke of Rutland, was the

most favourable comment upon his administration, by laying the

defects of it at the door of his ministers, who really were guilty^

He accordingly moved the following amendment, by expung-

ing the words, the wise and steady course of his public adminis'

tration, had established the public tranquillittj and exalted the

credit of the nation; and inserting in the room thereoi the fol-

lowing: " at the same time, our regard to truth, and to the
*' real interests of his majesty and his loyal people of Ireland,

" which will not suffer us to convey an imperfect representation
" of the state of this kingdom to his royal mind, compel us to

'* declare, that notwithstanding the good disposition, which we

'

" are willii-g to believe our late lamented chief governor had for

*' the prosperity of this island, yet, through the misguidance
*' of his tounsellors, this kingdom during his administration,
*' has been afflicted with a most burthensome encrease of taxa-
*' tion, and with several grievous and severe acts, repugnant to
" the principles of our wise constitution, and injurious to the

" liberties of his majesty's subjects of this realm." This amend-
ment was rejected v»dthout opposition.*

Earlv in the session, the secretary of state called the attention

©f the house to a subject of the highest importance to the peace

and tranquillity of the kingdom, and which had been strongly

recommended from the throne ; he meant the security of the

established church. He reminded the house, that he had in the

last session introduced a bill to protect the rights of the clergy,

that had been wrested from them by force or fraud. He was

sorry, that the bill, though founded in lenity, had fallen short

of its intent. Although the outrages of the south had some-

what abated, yet a spirit of combination against the payment of

tithes still existed, and notices signed by Captain Right were

in circulation, enjoining all persons, under the severest penalties,

not to pay tithe for the year 178r. If in 1787, there existed a

necessity for such an act to enforce compensation to the clergy

for tithes withholden up to that time ; the necessity was now
become much stronger by the extension of the combination

against the clergy ; many of whom in the south were now re-

duced to beggary. He concluded by observing, that the present

dispute did not lie between the farmers and the clergy, but

between the legislature and a lawless rabble. He then moved,
" that leave be given to bring m a bill to enable all ecclesiastical

persons and bodies, rectors, vicars, and curates, and impropria-

tors, and those deriving by, from, or under them, to recover

a just compensation for the tithes withheld from them in the

year 1787, in the several counties and counties of cities thejeift

•8 Par. Deb. p. 11
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mentioned, against such persons who were liable to the same

;

and to explain and amend an act made in the twenty-seventh

year of his majesty's reign, intitied, " An act to enable all ec-

" clesiastical persons and bodies, rectors, vicars and curates,

" and impropriators, and those deriving by, from, or under
*' them, to recover a just compensation for the tithes withheld
*' from them in the year 1786, in the several counties therein

" mentioned, against such persons who were liable to the same."

The subject of tithes took up the principal attention of the

nation, both within and without the parliament, during the first

months of the year 1787. The speech, which Mr. Grattan de-

livered upon this delicate and important subject, in the House
of Commons, on the 14th of February, 1787, made such a sensa-

tion in the country, that it was published with a very spirited

preface, and ran through four editions in less than a month

:

upon a division, however, in the house, 49 only voted for Mr.
Grattan's motion against 121, which was for this reasonable

proposition, viz. that a committee should be appointed to en-

4^uire, v/hether any just cause of discontent existed amongst the

people of the province of Munster, or of the counties of KiU
ienny or Carlow, on account of tithe, or the collection of tithes ;

and if any, to report the same, together with their opinion there-»

upon.*
The new viceroy had not been inactive in strengthening the

ministerial party in parliament. In several instances he had
been successful. What communications he made to his con-
verts is not to be now known : but it was a general complaint,
that his excellency would not condescend to make known, even
to his friends, the plan or even principles of his administration.^

As far indeed, as could be collected from some of his measures,

* 8 Par. Deb. p. 192. As no alteration in the system of tithes in Ireland
has taken place since Mr. Grattan delivered his wonderful speech upon that
subject, it will be found in the Appendix, No. LXXVIII. for the instruction
of those who interest themselves about it. It is a master-piece of eloquence
and reasoning" on that interesting- subject.

t Amongst other pioselytes, that went over to the new viceroy v/as Mp,
Long-field, who had considerable parliamentary interest ; he and the friends
he introduced had uniformly opposed the late administration : among-st thesjs
was Mr. Curran, who having- been broug-ht into parliament by Mr. Longfield,
could not bend his principles to the pliancy of his friend, or take a subordinate
part in supporting an administration, whose intended measures were made a
secret of: he theretbre purchased a seat in a vacant borough, and offered it

to Mr. Longfield for any person, whose principles were at his command.
Thus did Mr. Curran rteain his seat and pai-liamentary independence : and
Mr. Longfield was enabled to fulfil his engagements with the minister, for his
own and his dependant's votes in parliament. Two exceptions from the sys-
tem of the late administration were prominently conspicuous, in that of the
Marquis of B-ackingham, neither of which went far in encreasing his popula-
rity. The first was a rigid inspection into all the subaltern offices of the fiscal
departments of government : and the other a rigorous oeconomical reform
ihrou^Hiout the cujinary and other household departments of tlie pastle.
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it was generally concluded, that the whole system of the late

administration was intended to be followed up : consequently

the same system of opposition was adhered to. Notwithstand-
ing, therelore, the new lord lieutenant's (Economical attack upon
the subaltern officers of the revenue, the gentlemen of the oppo-
sition did not give his excellency credit for any (Economical re-

form in the original dispensation of the public money. Mr.
Forbes, on the 29th of January 1788 desired, that a list of the

pensions granted since the last session of parliament might be
read. He then objected to a pension of 1000/. to James Brown,
Lsq. the late prime serjeant, on the principle only of its being

granuci to a member of the house during pleasure. He re-

marked, that by the English act for further securing the liber-

tits of the sulject, it was provided, that after the accession of

the present iamily to ihe throne, no pensioner during pleasure,

should bit or vote in the House of Commons. The people of
Ireland had a right to participate with the inhabitants of Great
Britain, in all the benefits and privileges of that act, and the

Bill of Rights. He moved, '^ that this pension was a misap-
*' plici4tion of the revenue." He also on the same day moved,
that the pension of 640/. to Thomas Higinboiham for life, add-
ing, that he was astonished that so large a portion of the public

mone) should be disposed of without the knowledge or privity

of the chancellor of the exchequer ; and that for such a transac-

tion all the servants of the crown should deny any responsibility;

he then objected to a pension of 1200/. per annum to Robert
Ashwood, lor the life of his son, and also two other pensions of
SOO/. each, and one of 200/. to the same person, for the lives of

his other children. He stated, that a pension of 2000/. per an-

num had been granted in ihe year 1755, for the life of Frederick

Robinson ; that the family of Robinson had lately sold that

pension to Mr. Ashworth, and had influence with government
jsuflicitv.t to prevail on the minister to change the life in the

grant, and to insert the lives of the young children of Mr. Ash-
worth, in the place of Mr. Robinson : that this management
was now become a frequent practice, and if not restrained, must
tend to perpetuate the burdens on the establishment, and there-

by a grant of a pension for life, would operate as a lease for lives,

with a covenant for perpetual renewal. He therefore moved,
'•* that the above pension was an improvident disposition of the

" revenue." He then expressed his concern, that measures in

their nature so highly exceptionable should receive the sanction

of the new administration, Hov/eVer, all his motions were ne-

gatived without a division.

Mr. Forbes made also several unsuccessful motions for re-

<lucing the public expence by discontinuing the government al-

1j9waftces of country houses for some of their officers, and town



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. irs

houses for most servants of the crown. On this occasion he
observed, without being contradicted, that there were few mem-
bers upon or in the vicinity of the treasury bench, the rents of
whose houses were not charged on the public accounts. This
gentleman on making these several motions had very pointedly

remarked, that as he had in common with most persons, in and
out of parliament, conceived strong expectations of great re-

form in point of public expence, to be effected by the new admi-
nistration, it was the duty of every member of that house to

lend his assistance to the minister, to enable him to attain that

desirable object. Nothing could check the unabating ardour
and perseverance of Mr. Forbes. He had early in the session

given tne minister notice of his intention to bring in a bill to

disable any person from being chosen a member of, or from sitting

or voting in the house of commons, who had any pension during
pleasure, or for any number of years, from, or held any office

or place of profit created after a certain time, under the crown,
and to limit the amount of pensions : but having received no
encouragement from him, he brought in his bill unsupported
by the secretary, which having been received and read a first

time, the chancellor of the exchequer moved, that it should be
read a second time on the 1st of August, alleging, that the sub-

ject had often been before the house and uniformly rejected.

Mr. ConoUy said, neither the situation of the countrv, nor
that of the pension list, were the same they were when this bill

had formerly been rejected ; since that time the pensions had
increased, were increasing, and ought to be diminished ; if

government were in earnest in their professions of ceconomv,
they would let the bill go fairly forward to discussion ; if they
resisted the bill, he never would believe their professions sin-

cere. They had a numerous and rising royal family; to their

support the country would be proud to contribute. England
had many worthy old servants, both civil and military ; to those
men they should not grudge a subsistence, but to have 100,000/,

a year squandered on the unworthy, or bestowed as the
reward of corruption, was a grievance the country could not
bear; and if the minister v/ould agree with parliament to set

limits to that profusion, he should find himself sit much easier

in the seat of government, than if he should resist it.

Mr. secretary Fitzherbert said, he had declined taking a part
in support of the bill for many reasons ; one was, that he thought
it in much abler hands : another, that the present time did not
demand it. The house lad, he observed, given credit to the pre-

sent government for their intentions of ceconomy, intentions to

which they would most rigidly adhere. Suppose then, said he,
the bill should pass, what construction would such a measure
bear ? Would it not be as if the house should say, v/e have great



ir4 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

confidence in the present government, we are convinced of their

integrity, and we believe they will pursue the interest of the

kingdom; we therefore lay them under restrictions, which we
never imposed on any other government. Then supposing his

concurrence in the bill, what construction would his conduct

wear ? Would it not be saying this, you have expressed great

confidence in government, but I who know them better, desire

you not to trust them.

Sir, the prerogative of the crown to bestow marks of appro-

bation upon such subjects as have distinguished themselves by
their merits, was one of its dearest rights.*

The question, upon the adjournment, was carried by a ma-
jority of 103 against 40.

The discontent of the people out of doors, was great : yet

the ministry appeared to set it at defiance. Mr. Hartley pre-

sented a petition from the inhabitants of Dublin and the liberties

thereof paying taxes, to be heard by council against the police

bill, which was signed by 7000 and upwards. But the attorney

general said, he should be extremely sorry, that there should be

7000 seditious persons existing in the kingdom any where, but

on paper. It was he said, admitted by all, that the police bill

wanted amendment j and a bill was then before parliament to

explain and amend that act. Did the petitioners mean to peti-

tion against the bill for amending that act, of which they so

much complained.

The most violent attack upon the minister, during this session

of parliament, was made on the 29th of February, when Mr.
Forbes moved his address to the crown, in order, at least, to

leave to posterity, on the face of their journals the grievances,

under which the people laboured in the year 1788. He prefaced

his motion bv a very interesting speech founded on facts, to be

collected from the journals of the house, or from authentic do-

cuments then lying on the table. He travelled over much of

his former arguments against the prodigality of the late admi-

nistration, which had encreased the pension list by 26,000/. He
took that opportunity of giving notice, that he meant next ses-

* In this debate Mr. Dennis Browne, rather ag-ainst order, referred to an
assertion of the lord lieutenant in conversation, that he had rather put his

right liand into the fire, than grant a jiension to any person, which every ho-

nest man should not approve of. Sir Henry Cavendish, though he declared

his unqualified devotion to that administration, yet remarked, that doubling

the pensions of members might be avoided, " for," said he, " suppose it ap-
" pears, that 400/. a year are annexed to the name of a member of this house,
** and that no particular cause could be assigned for the grant, may it not be
'• conjectured, that it was made for his service in that house, and if so, an ad-
" ditional pension is unnecessry, for he that has 400/. a year for his vote, will

" not refuse voting thoug-h he were to be refused 400/. a year more." 8 Par.

Deb. p. 355.
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sion to offer a bill to that house for the purpose of creating a
responsiuility in the ministers of Ireland, for the application of
the revenue of that kingdom : The only authority, under which
the vice treasurer then paid any money, was a king's letter

countersigned by the commissioners of the English treasury.
He adverted with marked censure, to the addition of 2,000/.
to the salary of the secretary in the late administration, and to
the large sums expended in the purchase and embellishment
of his house in the Phoenix Park, and to the present intent of
granting a pension of 2,000/. to that very secretary for life :^
which was establishing a most mischievous precedent for such
grants to every future secretary. He was sorry to hear the
ostensible minister avail himself of the same argument, which
his predecessors had successfully used for the last ten years in
resisting every attack upon the pension list. He then enlarged
upon the pernicious consequences of placing implicit confidence
in administration j and supported his thesis by the following his-

torical illustrations.

f From the year 1773 to 1776, confidence in the administra-
tion of that day had cost this nation 100,000/. in new taxes, and
440,000/. raised by life annuities. In 1778, confidence in the
administration cost 300,000/. in life annuities ; a sum granted
for the purpose of defence, and which produced on an alarm of
invasion, one troop of horse, and half a company of invalids. In
1779 the then secretary, for the purpose of opposing a measure
for relief against the abuses of the pension list, read in this
house an extract of a letter from the secretary of state in Encj-
land, expressive of the determination of the then English mi-
nistry, not to increase the pension list ; confidence was placed
in the administration of the day, and it cost the country 13,000/.
in new pensions, granted by the same secretary. In April 1782
on the arrival of the principal of the new administration, con-
fidence, in the first instance, was neither asked nor granted

;

certain measures were proposed by the commons and the peo-
ple, they were granted, and the country was emancipated. In
1785, confidence in the administration of that day, cost Ireland
140,000/. new taxes to equalize the income and expenditure

;

but the grant produced 1 80,000/. excess ofexpences. The same
confidence cost 20,000/. per annum for a police establishment,
which it had been proved at their bar contributed to the viola-

tion, instead of the preservation of the peace of the metropolis,

• This was intended to be given for the life of the Duke of Bolton. For
the secretary having- married a lady, to whom the bulk of the Bolton estate
had been left in default of issue male of that Duke, he would cease, upon the
accession of her fortune, to stand in need of that pension. He has for some
years been in that possession, and was created Bafon Bolton m 1797.

t 8 Par. Deb. p. 357.
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The same coniidence cost the nation last year 100,000/. charged
for buildings and gardens in the Phoenix Park ; in fine they
might place near two thirds of the national debt to the account
of confidence in the administration of the day. He then moved
*a very long and special address to his majesty, in which the
whole abuse of the pension list was gone into.

* Viz. ** That an humble address be presented to his majesty to express
'* their inviolable attachment to his majesty's person and g-overnment, and
*' their zeal and readiness to maintain the establishments of that kingdom,
•' in an amount adequate to the support of his government^ and the digiuty
*' of his crov/n.

" That having taken into their consideration the ir.come and expenditure
" of the nation, they found themselves obliged by their duty to his majesty,
•* to lay before him certAin abuses and misapplications of a con.iiderable portion
** of the public revenue.

** That the house, determined to put an end to the ruinous practice of run-
" ning in debt, and to raise the revenues of that kingdom to an equality with
•' the establishments, did, in the sessions of 1785, unanimously vote new taxes,
" estimated at 140,000/. per annum, and had continued these taxes in the
*' present and intervening sessions ; that the charges of tlie establishments,
*' instead of being equal to the revenues, had exceeded considerably the na-
** tional income in the year ending Lady-Day, 1786, and that tlie excess of
*' the expences on the net revenues in the year ending Lady- Day, 1787, was
*' 180,000/. That the improvident disposition of the public money in the
** article of pensions, was one among many other causes of that excess,

" That the list of pensions on the 1st of January, 1788, appeared to have
" increased to the amount of 96,289/. per annum, exclusive of military pensions,
** and charges under the head of incidents on the civil establishment, and
*' additional salaries to sinecure offices, both of which were substantially pen-
•* sions ; a sum greater than the peii^ion hst of England, nearly equal to half
*' of the charges on the civil csti-blishment, even in its jjresent enlarged state,
** and exceedmg by 7000/. in one year, the charge of pensions on that estab-
** hshment for two'years, ending Lady-Day, 1757, when the commons unani-
•* mously voted that charge an improvident disposition of the revenue, an
** injury to the crov/n, and- detrimental to the public.

** That the pensions placed on the civil establishment since the 24th day of
*' February, 1784, exclusive of those granted in Heu or exchange of former
*' pensions, which had ceased, amounted to 17,000/. per annum ; that many of
" the pensions had been granted to members of that house during the pleasure
** ofthe crown, in violation of the principles of the constitution, and the honour
** of the House of Commons.

'* That his majesty's servants in Ireland v.-ere ignorant of the causes and
•' considerations, which induced the grants of other pensions within the above
" period, and amounting to a considerable sum.

" That a system of bartering pensions lately established, was become an
** object of universal complaint : that the pernicious consequences of that
" barter, extended even further than an abuse of the royal bounty, and an
'* injury of thfe character of the parliament and government of that country,
** as it involved the practice of changing the names of persons, for whose lives
** pensions were formerly granted; of substituting in the place of those,
'* who were advanced In years, the names of very young persons, and of
** continuing the pensions for the lives c f such young persons ; a practice
•' which must effectually prevent the diminution of the present pension hst,
*' and perpetuate a charge, that was one of the greatest burdens on the estab-
" lishment.

** That at the commencement of the administration ofthe late lord lieutenant,
*• the sum of 4000/. was added t« the salary of the chiefgovernor of that king-
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Mr. Monk Mason and the chancellor of the exchequer were

the only two, who spoke in defence of the administration : they

*' dom, and 2000/. to that of his principal secretary ; that notwithstanding this

*' encrease of salaries tlie sum charged for one year, ending Lady-Day, 1787,
** as expended on buildings and gardens in tlie Plicenix Park, was nearly equal
*• in amount to half the salary of the cliief governor, exckiaive of the 'charge
" incurred since Lady-Day, 1782, of 43,936/. by purchasing houses in the
'* Park for the accommodation of the lordheutenant and bis secretary, and by
* paying salaries and other expences attending the Park ; and to "the above
*' sums v.ere to be added, two annuities or pensions, making together 750/.
*• granted for lives, and charged on the establishment, for the purpose of com-
" pleting tlie purchase of houses in the Park for the chief, and another secretary
*' to the lord lieutenant,

*' That they could not refrain from expressing their apprehensions to his
** majesty, that the first effect produced by the liberal grant of his commons,
*' in support of the dignity of the situati';n of principal secretary, would be a
*' charge on the establishment of that kingdom, of a pension to the person who
*'* enjoyed, under the government of the late viceroy, the great and various
•• emoluments of that office ; a measiu-e, which they deprecated as pregnant
" with a two-fold evil to that country ; an immediate increase of the public
" burdens, and an established precedent for similar charg-es in future.

*' That tliey had reason to apprehend that such pension was to be so enor-
•• mous as to exceed considerably the sum which, by the laws of England,
" could be granted to any one person for a like purpose, either at the pfesent
" or any future period.

" That the pensions granted during the period, in which he was confidential
^' secretary, considerably exceeded the amount of those placed on the estab-
*' lishment during the administration of any of his predecessors, for the last
'* twenty years.

*' That after all tiicir efforts to restrain the gross and repeated abuses in the
*' disposition of pensions had proved ineffectual, and their expectations from
*' the promises of ceconomy on the part of his mr.jesty's ministers had been
*• uniformly frustrated, tliey had one certain resource in his majesty's wisdom
'* and justice ; and they rested assured, that they should obtain relief in an
*' instance, in which they are peculiarly the objects of bis majesty's protection,
" as the sole authority, under wliich the servants of tlie crown in that
" kingdom placed pensions on the establishment, was derived from his ma-
" jesty's letters, countersigned only by commissioners of the Treasury of
*' England : officers, who from their situation coidd not be responsible to
" that house for their conduct in the application of the revenues of that
•* country.

" That united with Great Britain, by the ties of common interest as well
*' as mutual affection, they supplicated his majesty, as the common father
•* of his people, graciously to permit his faithful and loyal subjects of Ireland
** to participate in the benefits of the salutary regiUations adopted in Great
" Britain for the rt,duction of public expences ; and they firmly relied on his
*' majesty's paternal g-.-Ovin-ss, that he would not t^ufier his faithful subjects in
•*' that kingdom, to e^idur^; the signal niortification of observing in the cojvduct
" of his majesty's ministers in England, continued exertions to establish a per-
" manent system of the strictest ceconomy, as far as relates to Great Britain,
*' but of experiencing in the arrangements of the same ministers respecting
*' Ireland, an uniform disposition to sanction luibour.ded profusion. Having
*' thus, with all humble submission, in discharge of what they conceived to
*• be their indispensable duty, laid before his majesty the state'of tiie abuses
*' and misapijlications of a considerable portion of the public revenues, they
" most humbly besought his majesty for redress thereof, that he would be
"'graciously pleased nol ti» grant a pension exceeding the sum of 300/, per

VOL. III. 2
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complaiRed of the multifarious mass of matter contained in tlie

motion, which it was impossible then to answer : such a farrago

had never been oflered to any as'sembly ; they insisted upon the
meritorious services of many on the pension list, and observed,
that a large portion of the grants had been made in consequence
of addresses from parliament.* In order to get rid of the

question (on which ministers appeared to be the most sore)

the question of adjournment was put, and carried by 108
against 40.

The last thing, which particularly arrested the attention of
parliament during the session, was Pilr. Conolly's humane effort

to relieve his poor fellow creatures by the repeal of the Hearth
Tax. He had had it in his intention for two years : he had
indeed last year been deterred from it, by the misconduct
of several of those, who would be chiefly relieved by the repeal.

He wished to give full time for considering the subject : and
procuring accurate information upon it, and accordingly moved.

First. That the proper officer do lay before this house, on
the first day of next session, an account of the houses, in coim-

ties at large in this kingdom, paying hearth-money, which are

not of a greater value than 30.9. per annum, on the full improved
rent, and are inhabited by persons, who have not lands, goods
or chattels, of the value of 5/. in their possession.

** annum, in addition to the amount of pensions on the civil estabh'shment, on
* the 21st of January, 1788, to and for the use of any one person, and that the
*' whole amount of the pensions granted in any one year should not exceed the
*' sum of 800/. until the uhole pension list should be reduced to 80,000/. nor
*• any pension granted after the said i-eduction to or for the use of any one
•• person, which should exceed the sum of 12,00/. per annum, except to his
*' maiesty's royal family, or on an address of either house of parliament.

" That the abuses in the pension list had, by long- acquiescence, acquired
** such a deg-ree of strength as to render the many private virtues and ac-
" knowledg-ed constitutional principles of our late viceroy, in that instance,
*' almost inoperative and inefficacious ; and they had too much reason to

" apprehend, that even the good intentions of tlieir present chief governor
«• would be frustrated, unless his excellency's exertions to effectuate the sys-

'* tern of ceconomy were aided and supported by his majesty's gracious and
** decided interference."

Mr. ConoUy most cheerfully and heartily seconded the motion, and the more
because his iirst motion was'treated v/ith neglect, which nothing that came
from him could merit, and because the law proposed.by him, being apart

or the British constitution, was denied to that kingdom. It was in vain for

that country to seek for redress, as the same gentlemen were always coiisulted

upon the arrival of ti new viceroy and his secretary, the same measures recom-

mended, and at any rate an indem.nity granted for the past. The right ho-

nourable secretary had been informed of, and had adopted the old system of

.governing that country. There v.-ere gentlemen of equal knowledge, worth

"'and integrity on that side of the house, and that kingdom could be governed

at half its present expence. But as that side of the Iiouse had no other way of

communicaUn.^ their sentiments to government, it had gone into a true

state of facts for their information, and that of the people. Facts that could

be proved at their bar, not to the satisfaction but to the mortification of the

people.
* 8 Pari. Deb. p. 373,
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Secondly, That the ministers or curates, and churchwardens,
of the different parishes, in counties at large, in this kingdom,
do on or before the first day of January next, return to the regis-

ters of the respective dioceses in this kingdom an account of
all the houses, in their respective parishes, paying hearth-money,
which are not of a greater value than 30.9. per annum, on the

full improved rent, and are inhabited by persons, who have
not lands, goods, or chattels, of the value of 5/. in their pos°
session.

Thirdly, Ordered that a copy of this, and the above resolu-

tion, signed by the speaker of this house, be forthwith sent to

the registers of the respective dioceses in this kingdom, and
that said registers, immediately on the receipt thereof, do serve

the ministers or curates, and churchwardens, of the different

parishes, in their respective dioceses, with copies of the above
resolution, and that said registers do, on the first day of next
session, lay before this house, all such accounts as shall be re-

turned to them, by ministers or curates, and cliurchwardens,

pursuant to the above resolution, and also a list of the names of
the ministers or curates, and churchwardens, whom they have
served with a copy of such order, together with the names of
the parishes, to which they respectively belong.**"

The Chancellor of the Exchequer and several gentlemen on
the Treasury Bench opposed the motions : upon which Mr.
Conolly observed, that he conceived the reluctance of gentle-

men to have the matter investigated, proceeded from the many
frauds, that would come to light in consequence of investiga-

tion ; when it would appear th?it patronage was at the bottom
of their refusal. Was it not well known, when a gentleman so-

licited, from the minister, a hearth-money collection, that in-

stead of 40/. a year, its nominal value, that he considered it

as from 1 to 200/. a year ? and whence did that arise, but out of
tlie plunder of the people, already too wretched, by taking in-

dulgence money, and by aftervv'ards taking their pot, their blan-

ket, and at last their door, and making what return they thought
proper to the public treasury ? The very act itself originated

in injustice, and it was continued in oppression. Gen'lemen
seemed to have forgotten its origin. This tax was given in

England and Ireland to Charles II. in lieu of his right to ward-
ship and marriage. The poor felt none of that oppression, they
cared not whom their children married ; not so the rich ; but
still this tax was by the rich put upon the poor. At the Revo-

* The motions were seconded by Mr. O'Neile, who h.id long- employed his

mind upon the subject ; but had jjlven it up in despair. Mr. O'Neile, who was
afterwards raised to the peerage, was always a popular character. At pre-
sent he was in the zenith of favour for the sharp rebuke he liad given last ses-

sion to the attorr.f^y g'eneral.
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lution, in England, King William took away this tax, and sub-

stituted a window tax in the place of it ; the house of a poor

man there, having only six windows was exempted. Compare
an English house with six windows, to an Irish house with only

one hearth.

He said, that he did not even intend to take in all the houses

in Ireland in this predicament, but only to exempt the lower

order of people, as described in this resolution ; the farmer, and
many others, were well able to pay ; and it would not serve

them, to take off an old and stinted tax, that would not grow,

and leave them open to the rapacity of ministers, who when they

might want money, would substitute a new tax, which, from its

youth, might be an increasing one, the poor man (as he would
afterwards prove) could not, from his means, live honestly

; (he

spoke of the neighbourhood of the metropolis in which he

lived,) and he did not believe the poor were better oif in other

parts of the kingdom, except in the heart of the linen manufac-

turing counties. If he should prove that the poor could not

live honestly upon what they earned, he should consider govern-

ment, in enacting this tax, to be accessaries before the iact, in

the many depredations they were obliged to commit upon their

neighbours. That he did not mean to blame either that or late

administrations, for that effect, but to hope that the re'cent one

would put an end to it, especially as the circumstances of the

country, as lately stated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

were in such a prosperous way, as to have induced him to bring

forward a bill for reducing the public interest of money, from

six to five per cent. The whole of this obnoxious tax could be

taken off, and the quantum of its produce nearly paid out of the

redundancy of those taxes, that were voted in 1785, which were

then calculated to produce 140,000/. but had since produced

190,000/. They were voted to equalize our revenue to our ex-

pences, at the opening of a commercial treaty with Great Bri-

tain, which had failed, God rest its mants ! and thank God
they were then in prosperity with a free trade, as undefined

as the prerogative, and he hoped it would thrive as well.

He then stated the preamble of the act Ox' William and Mary,

upon the repeal of the hearth money tax in England. It was

declared therein, to be " not only a great oppression to the

" poorer sort, but a badge of slavery upon the whole people

:

" exposing every riiaiT'S house to be entered into, and searched
" at pleasure, by persons unknown to him ;" and therefore to

erect a lasting monument of his majesty's goodness in every

house in the kingdom, the duty of hearth-money was taken

aw^ay and abolished. Now, if King William did this for his

English subjects, why should not his present majesty erect a

lasting monument of his goodness in every poor man's house in
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Ireland? Were his majesty, said Mr. Conolly, thoroughly and
honestly informed of the situation of our poor countrymen, he
would willingly stand their friend. They were sufficiently taxed
by their situation in life ; they procured bread for the communi-
ty, and fought the battles of their country. If they could not pay
the tax out of their honest earnings, as an account of their ex-
pences in living would prove, he hoped the tax upon them
would be abolished.*

So warmly did Mr. Conolly press this matter upon the op-
posite side of the house, that he said, conscious that he was
right, he pledged himself to persevere to the last hour of his
life, as long as he should have a seat in that house, when he
could no longer speak standing, he would throw out his feeble

voice from his seat to emancipate his poor fellow-creatures and
countrymen from a tax so oppressive to them, and so disgrace-
ful to the government that continued to enforce it. Such, how-
ever, was the influence against the motion, that it was negatived
without a division.

On the 20th of March, the speaker, on presenting the money
bills, made the following speech to the lord-lieutenant:

* Mr. Conolly tlien submitted to the house the following* statement of a poor
man's necessary subsistence through the year.

One man consumes

Per day. In the year,

7 lb. of potatoes 7 bar. I2si.

1 o2. of butter 22 lb. 13 oz.

l-12th partof astone7 n . r . i .. ..'

of oaten meal j o c^t. 6st. 1 potUe

3 pints of butter-milk 136 gal. 7 pints

Salt

1 kish of turf per week, 40 kishes

House rent

Clothing - - . .
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" May it please your Excellency,
" THE Commons of Ireland, in the year 1^85,

** made a great and spirited effort, by a large increase of taxes,
*' to form a steady system for the annual supply of the public
** expence.

" Such a system, desirable in all countries, and at all times, is

*' particularly necessary to a commercial state, where the pros-
*' pect of new loans must induce fluctuations in the price of mo«
*' ney injurious to the steady course of trade.

" It was happily adopted here ; and this is the third succes-

" sive session in which the national debt has not been increased
" by any new loan, nor has any new tax been imposed.

" Thus the system has answered; it seems settled, and the
*' people confide in it. Under its influence, public credit has
" risen high j and private credit, unawed by any fear of inter-

" ference from the nation's borrowing, extends itself with safety

*' to encourage industry, promote enterprize, and enlarge the
" commercial capital : manufactures have in consequence been
" extended, our exports increased, and the kingdom feels a
*' prosperity unknown in any former time.

" Such are the happy effects of liberal supplies w^isely admi-
" nistered ; and the commons, sensible of those effects, do now,
" with the most dutiful zeal for his majesty's service, and with
" the fullest confidence in your excellency's experienced wisdom
** and affectionate attachment to this kingdom, grant the same
" supplies in the bills I have the honour to present to your
" excellency, in their name, for the royal assent."

On the 14th of April, Mr. Grattan, with that undaunted per-

severance so peculiar to himself, returned once more to the

subject of tithes, and submitted to the house a string of resolu-

tions, which he meant to move regularly in the course of the

ensuing session. In doing this, his wish was to have the great

principles of redress thoroughly considered; and particularly

that these propositions should be submitted to, and maturely

weighed by the church, as the foundation of future bills to stand

the sentiments of the commons, and to be (if these sentiments

should be resisted by a right reverend bench) their acquittal and

iustification to the public. He followed up each resolution with

a most impressive comment.'^ Nothing else of an interesting

* 8 Pari. Debates, p. 445, 8cc. The resolutions were so far opposed by the

secretary of state, as to keep them out of the journals, though he, and the

other gentlemen on the Treasury bench, who spoke on the occasion, did not

pretend to controvert the principles. The resolutions were as follows :

" I, Scsoheri, That it wotild greatly encourage the improvement of barren
" lands in Ireland, if said lands, ""for a certain time after being reclaimed, were
** exempt from the payment of tithes.

'• II. Resohed, That a domestic supply of flax is an object, to which all liis

" majesty's subjects of Ireland should contribute.
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nature came before parliament during that session : it was pro-

rogued on the 14th of April, 1^88, to the astonishment of the
nation. The natural quickness of their sensations was accele-

rated by disappointment, when they found, that all that was
done rela'.ive to tithes was, to provide for the clergy what some
of them had lost by retention of the tithes in the two preceding
years, and to secure to them for ever a tithe of hemp ot 5s, per
acre. The failure in every popular attempt of the patriots, went
but a little way to sooth the ruiHed minds of the distressed pea-
santry in the provinces, or of the middling and higher orders
in the metropolis and large towns. Notwithstanding the increase

of peace officers under the police bill, it was sarcastically ob-
served, that his excellency had the peace and tranquillity of the
country deeply at heart, for that, upon the slightest appearance
of interruption, he was sure to call in the aid of the military.

It is incident to human nature, to see the various events of the
day through th - medium of that disposition, with w^hich the
spectator is at the time affected ; and as the public mind had
not as yet debarrassed itself of all the prejudices, prepossessions,

and resentment, which the successive influence, triumph, and
degradation of the volunteers, had produced ; and as the police,

and other late measures of government, were directly calculated

to^ extinguish that spirit in the people, out of which the volun-
teer army, and all the consequent benefits had arisen to the
nation, it was impossible, that the army should not have been
considered useless for internal regulation, or viewed with an
eye of jealousy or disgust by those, who, in their absence, had
preserved the peace, and worked the happiness and welfare of
their country. Great jealousy, soreness, and irritation, mani-
fested themselves throughout the kingdom, on the report of

'* III. That this house greatly contributed to said object by various bounties,
" but that the linen manuVactiu-e had only flourished in those paits of the king-
** dom, where a total exemption from, or a small composition for the tithe of
** flax has existed.
" IV. Resolved, That in order to extend the linen manufacture, said exemp.

•• tion or composition should be made general.
** V. Resolved, That potatoes are the principal subsistence of the poor in

*' li-eland, and are, in a great part of the kingdom, most fortunately exempt
" from tithe.

'•VI. Resolved, That It would much coiitrlbute to relieve the poor of the
*' south of this kingdom, if t!ie benefit of said exemption were extended to
" them ; and that if it should be made to appear that the owners of tithe
** should suffer thereby, that house would make them just compensation.

" VII. Resolved, That that house would be ready to relieve the owners of
" tithes from the necessity of drav.ing the same ; and to give said owners a
*' power of recovering the value ofthe same, in all cases, by civil bill, or other-
" wise, provided said owners of tithe should conform to certain rateages to be
'* ascertained by act of parliament.

" VIII. Resolved, TJiat the better to secure the residence of the clergy, a
" moderate tax on non-residents would be expedient."
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a plan for multiplying barracks, and surrounding the island with

a military cordon for the preventing of smu^ygling: buildings,

in the nature of guard-houses, were to be erected on the coast,

at the distance of ten miles from each other, with a guard of

twelve men and a Serjeant to each. The present system of
government could not be successfully carried on without extra-

ordinary countenance to the army on one side, and stronger

checks, than what were perhaps prudent, upon the constitutional

rights of the people, on the other. The feelings of the people

without were in strict unison with the sentiments of the patriots

\yithin the walls of parliament ; and the lord lieutenant finding

himself pressed by the weight of talent, influence, and popula-

rity of those, who had ranged themselves in opposition to his

measures, got rid of them by an early prorogation, that he
might busy himself v/ithout interruption, in his favourite subal-

tern system of (Economical reform.

Animated with a laudable indignation against the rapacious

and bare-faced practices of the clerks, and other subaltern offi-

cers in the different fiscal departments of government, he seized

all* their keys, examined himself their papers and accounts, and
subjected them to the most rigorous scrutiny, and demanded
instant payment of outstanding balances. An universal panic

seized the whole ; many defaulters fled the country, others cut

their throats, and some few, relying on the sympathies and coun-

tenance of their immediate superiors in office, stood the brunt

of the enquiry, and either eluded by dexterity, or softened by
false promises the anger of their indignant governor. Some
few were ultimately dismissed with disgrace. In these secondary
departments nothing was so minute, which the scrutinizing eye
of his excellency v/ould not descend to inspect. The profligacy

of official profusion was truly incredible: peculation reigned in

every department where public money was handled, or public

property disposable : the public accounts were wound up yearly

with formidable items for balances in the hands of collectors,

treasurers, and pay-mastei's, or arrears due by former great

officers who had received their employments without security,

or had been discarded for misconduct, or were dead, or had
fled, or become bankrupt. Such was the inveteracy of this

disease, that each succeeding viceroy, on close inspection, was
afraid to touch it ; until the Marquis of Buckingham, with
more courage or more temerity than his predecessors, ventured
to upset the hornets' hive, and develop the wicked workings of
these official peculators. In the ordnance and treasury, the

grossest frauds pervaded almost every department. The public

* When Mr. Corry was made surveyor of the ordnance, his first act was
to lock up and seal {he desks of the several clerks, ^yho were dismissed in-

stantly.
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stores were plundered with impunity in the open day. The
arms, ammunition, and military accoutrements, condemned as

useless, were stolen out at- one gate, and brought in at the other,

as purchased, and charged anew to the public account. Jour«

neymen armourers, who worked in the arsenal, seldom went
home to their meals without conveying away a musket, sword, or

brace of pistols, as lawful perquisites, and sanctioned by the

connivance of their superiors. Clerks in subordinate depart-

ments, with salaries of 100/. per annum, or less, kept handsome,

houses in town and country, with splendid establishments ;

some of them became purchasers of loans and lotteries : all

exhibited signs of redundant opulence.

,

In the course of the year 1788, the county of Armagh was
disturbed by the increased animosity and outrages of the Peep
of Day Boys, and Defenders. These two sets had been advanc-

ing in numbers, system, and ferocity, ever since the y-ear 1785

:

they arose, like many other considerable and tumultuary sets

or denominations of men, from mere accident. An altercation

took place between two peasants, who happened to be Presbyte-

rians : amongst the spectators of the affray, was a Roman
Catholic, who took a part with one of the combatants : at which
the other swore perpetual vengeance : this spirit of difference

was kept up, and the neighbours began to take a part with the

original combatants, according to their intimacies of friendship?

the spirit of discord spread from families to villages: they

embodied and called themselves fleets, and went out to meet
and fight each other : hitherto they knew no other difference or

distinction, than that of their villages or townships ; which,

from their names, they called the Nappack fleet and the Bawn
fleet : a third set, living about Bunker's-hill between Newry and
Armagh, associated to defend themselves against the Nappack
fleet, and calling themselves defenders joined the Bawn fleet.

Many on both sides were armed: and as far back as 1785, near

a thousand men on both sides met for a regular engagement,

which was fortunately prevented by some gentlemen of property,

who had been apprized of their intentions. When once asso-

ciations of this sort have formed themselves into bodies, it

is impossible that the spirit of discord, or revenge, or even

frolic, should not carry them beyond their original intentions

and lead them into new mischief, arising out of the fortuitous

circumstances of their unguarded warmth. In this part of the

countr}^, the religious division of the population was different

from most other districts in Ireland : the Protestants were the

more numerous, and of these the greater part were Presbyte-

rians. As the discord and animosity increased, some acciden-

tal differences about religion blew up a religious dissension

VOL. lHa A ^
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amidst both parties : and, in process of time, they formed into

a new division, and enhsted under the opposite banners of the

Protestant and Catholic religions. Of all grounds of dissensions,

religion is ever the most inveterate, and most to be dreaded.

A tumultuary spirit had so long pervaded these unfortunate

people, that as they had once armed and arrayed themselves for

combat, they would not it seems part or disarm without fight-

ing. This new marshalling of their whole force soon gave
rise to different appellations : for the Protestants taking advan-

tage of the laws against Papists having arms, paid their antago-

nists very early domiciliar) visits to search for arms, in which
they were often guilty of the most wanton outrages ; they ac-

quired the appellation of Feep of Day Boys: whilst the others

assumed that of Defenders, The consequence of this new
division of parties was, that their mutual ferocity increased, and
frequent rencounters terminated in blood. Certain it is, that by
timely and vigorous exertions of government, this spirit of dis-

sension and outrage might have been at any time subdued and
extinguished ; but unfortunately the unhap]Dy differences were
permitted to be fomented by gentlemen of the country for elec-

tioneering or other worse purposes. Hence the fatal origin of

defenderism.

Either for the purpose or under the pretence of checking this

spirit of turbulence and outrage, in this year recourse again was
had to the raising of some volunteer corps, by way of strength-

ening, as it was said, the arm of the civil magistrate. It was
not in the nature of things, that these volunteer corps, into

which they refused to admit any Catholic, should not be more
obnoxious to the defenders, than to the Peep of Day Boys : for

although they should not have shewn favour or affection to

any description of men disturbing the public tranquillity, yet

it was the first part of their duty to disarm the defenders (being-

Papists), and in their arms had they for some time found their

only safety and defence against their antagonists. Some occa-

sional conflicts happened both between the Defenders and Peep

of Day Boys^^ and between the Defenders and the Volunteers,

As a corps of volunteers in going to church at Armagh passed

by a Catholic chapel, a quarrel arose with some of the congrega-

tion, and stones v/ere thrown at the volunteers. After service,

instead of avoiding the repetition of insult by taking another

route, the volunteers procuredarms, returned to the spot, and a

conflict ensued, in which they killed some of the Catholic con-

gregation. In consequence of these rencounters, and the defen-

ders procuring and retaining what fire arms they could, the

Earl of Charlemont, governor of the county, and the grand

jury, published a manifesto against all Papists, who should

as^semble in arms, and also against any person^ who should
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attempt to disarm them without legal authority. In addition to

these efforts, some of the Peep of Day Boys sought also to

disarm their antagonists by means of the law : they accordingly
indicted some of the defenders at the summer assizes of 1788 j

but Baron Hamilton quashed the indictments, and dismissed
both parties with an impressive exhortation to live in peace and
brotherly love. The Defenders about this time were charged
with openly sending chaih nges both to the Peep of Day Boys
and the volunteers to meet them in the field: the fact v»^as, that

the defenders certainly did look upon them both as one common
enemy combined to defeat and oppr-ss them ; whilst therefore

this open hostility between the two parties subsisted and rankled
tinder the daily festering sore of religious acrimony, the defen-

ders, who knew themselves armed against law, though in self-

defence against the Peep of Day Boys^ became the more anxious
to bring their antagonists to an open trial of strength, rather than
remain victims to the repeated outrages of their domiciliary

visits, or other attempts to disarm them. Thus a private squab-
ble between two peasants gradually swelled into a village brawl,

and ended in the religious war of a whole district. Some symp-
toms of renovated disturbances also broke out in the south.

The prorogation of parliariient, without having administered any
relief to their grievances, was not likely to increase or spread
amongst them a spirit of content or gratitude.

We now approach the period of Irish history, pregnant with
those awful circumstances, which it has lately been the study,

alfectation, or rage of modern writers to connect with the late

Irish rebellion in whatever manner it best suited their views,
interests, or passions : and as the incorporate union of the two
kingdoms followed so closely upon the heels of that rebellion, it.

becomes the historian's duty to conduct his reader by an unin-

terriipted chain of facts to that eventful period of union, which
it is the wish of every loyal subject of his majesty may, as it

certainly ought to be productive of accumulative and permanent
prosperity to the British empire. Whoever has lived to see

and reflect impartially upon the av/ful effects of the last twelve

years in the political turns of human government, will allow the

superior necessity, at the present above any former period, of
ascribing effects to their real causes. Inattention to this tran-

scendent duty of the statesman in Ireland, appears to have been
immediately productive of many of those disasters, which the

tears of a century will not efface.

From the year 1779, wh n Lord Clare tells us, that the im-

lecility of Lord Buckinghamshire'^s government had arrayed the

volunteer army^ the whole Irish nation had been successively ,

seized with a spirit of civil freedom and independence, which
had not been felt, or at least had not been shewn for several
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preceding centuries We have traced that spirit through its se*.

veral gradations to its zenith ; and when by its undaunted per-

severance it had procured all it demanded in 1782, we have ob-

served it at first disjointed by internal difference, and when weak-
ened by division, we have seen it bought up or worked down
by all the allurements, power, and influence of government.
From the recal of the Duke of Portland, every measure of go-

vernment had a tendency to extinguish the national spirit, to

which alone the legislative independence of Ireland was owing.

The defection of the members from the general popularity of

their sentiments in 1782, was at first rapid with the change of

administration in all those, who systematically supported the mi-
nister of the day. These numerically secured a majority; but

the great landed interests of the country remained for a time
staunch to the principles by which their country had become
free and independent: with them lay the weight of property, of
talent, and natural influence over all that part of the nation,

which had not bartered their freedom for emolument or lucre.

Although the minister commanded considerably more than two
thirds out of the three hundred votes in the commons, yet so

hardly were they pressed by the minority, both as to the popu-
larity of the subjects brought under the discussion of parlia-

ment, and the superior abilities, with which they were urged,

that the lord lieutenant almost indecently curtailed the duration

of the session, to the great dissatisfaction of the minority with-

in and the majority out of parliament. Mr. Yelverton's bill

and all the transactions in the year 1782, had been adopted upon
the genuine principles of Whiggism, which the Duke of Port-

land at that time professed, and every true friend of the Mar-
quis of Rockingham practised.

In the autumn of this year, it was the will of Heaven to visit

the British empire with a most distressful calamity. A cir-

cumstance, which placed Ireland in a more peculiar delicacy of

situation, than any other part of the empire. Soon after the re-

cess of the British parliament in the middle of July, 1788, the

king, who had been for some time rather indisposed, was ad-

vised by his physicians to try the mineral waters of Cheltenham,
which seemed to promise the re-establishment of his health.

During his residence there, his majesty amused himself and
gratifi^ed his people by various excursions in the vicinity of that

place, displaying on these occasions much condescension and
affability, and being every where received with extraordinary

demonstrations of joy. On his return to Windsor, his illness

returned with new and alarming symptoms ; and in the month
of October it was generally rumoured, that the malady of the

king was of a nature peculiarly aflilicting. It was however the

jiatural wish of the court, that it should not be credited by the
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public, earlier than the dreadful necessity required. On the

24th of Octoi;er there was a levee at St. James's, for the pur-

pose of quieting the alarm, which the report of his indisposition

had spread amongst the people ; but upon his return to Wind-
sor, his disorder took a new and unfortunate turn ; and before

the end of the first week in November it was generally known,
that it had settled in a delirium. The grief and consternation,

which this intelligence excited amongst all ranks of his affec-

tionate subjects could only be equalled by the joy they so con-

spicuously manifested at his happy recovery. The Prince of

Wales repaired immediately to Windsor, where he was met by
the lord chancellor ; they, in concert with the queen, took such

measures relative to the domestic affairs of the king, as the ne-

cessity of the case required. In the mean time all those, who
by their rank and situation in the state were required to take a

part in so new and unexpected an exigence, assembled in the

capital ; and an express was dispatched to Mr. Fox, at that

time on the continent, to hasten his return."*

JThe parliament then stood prorogued to the 20th of Novem-
ber ; and as the intended commission for a further prorogation

had not been issued by the king, its meeting took place upon that

day, as a matter of course.f The peers and tht commons re-

mained in their separate chambers ; and the chancellor in the

lords, and Mr. Pitt in the commons, having notified the cause
of their assembling without the usual notice and summons, and
stated the impropriety of their proceeding under such circum-
stances to the discussion of any public business whatsoever,
both houses resolved unanimously to adjourn for fifteen days.

At the same time Mr. Pitt took occasion to observe, that it

would be indispensably necessary, in case his majesty's illness

should unhappily continue longer than the period of their ad-
journment, that the house should take into immediate conside-

ration the means of supplying, as far as the)- v/cre competent,
the want of the royal presence ; it was incumbent upon them to

ensure a full attendance, in order to give every possible weight
and solemnity to their proceedings. For this purpose it was
ordered, that the house should be called over on Thursday the
4th of December next, and that the speaker should send letters

requiring the attendance of every member. Orders to the same
effect were made by the lords.

In order to lay some ground for the proceeding of the two
houses of parliament, a council was holden at Whitehall on the
day preceding their meeting, to which all the privy counsellors

* Mr. Fox was at this tiine on the borders of Italy ; and the fatigue of tra-
velling incessantly night and day, in order to return in time, seriously affected
his health.

t 25 Pari. Deb. n. 2.
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were summoned. Of fifty-four who attended, twenty-four were of

the party of opposition. The physicians,* who had attended his

majesty during his illness, were called before them and sworn;
after which three questions, which had been previously debated
and carried in the council, were put to them severally. The
first was, " Whether his majesty's indisposition rendered him
" incapable of meeting his parliament, and of attending to any
" sort of public business ?'' To this they answered, " That
" certainly he was incapable," The second was, " What was
" their opinion of the duration of his majesty's malady, and of
*' the probability of a cure ?" To this they answered, " That
" there was a great probability of his recovery, but that it was
*' impossible to limit the time." The third question was, " Did
" they give that opinion from the particular symptoms of his ma-
" jesty's disorder, or from their experience in complaints of a
" similar nature r" To this their general answer was, " That it

'^ was from experience, and having observed, that the majority
" of those, who were afflicted with the same disease, had reco-
*' vered."

On the 4th the two houses being assembled, the president of

the council informed the peers, that the king, by the continu-

ance of his indisposition, was rendered incapable of meeting his

parliament, and that all the other functions of government were
thereby suspended. He then declared it to be his opinion, that

in that dismembered state of the legislature, the right devolved

on the tvro houses of parliament to make such provision for

supplying the defect as should be adequate to the necessity of

the case ; but that it was necessary, before any step could be

taken in so delicate a busines?', that the deficiency should be

fully ascertained : with this view he moved, that the minutes of

the privy council should be read : which being done, the fol-

lowing Mpnda}^ was appointed for taking it into consideration.

A motion to the same eifect being made by Mr. Pitt in the

House of Commons, Mr. Viner expressed his doubt, whether,

in a matter of such moment, and which would be attended with

such important consequences, the house could proceed upon

a report from the privy council, without further examination of

the physicians, either at their bar, or by a committee of their

own. Mr. Pitt urged, in reply, the delicacy to be discussed;

and remarked further, that the examination was taken upon

oath, which the house had it not in their power to administer.

Mr. Fox concurred in opinion with Mr. Viner; he felt the pro-

* The physicians were Sir George Baker, Sir Lucas Pepys, Dr. Addin£^on,

wid Dr. Reynolds; of whom Dr. Addhig-ton was the most sang-uine in his

hopes of his majesty's recovery, as he had seldom or ever known cases attend*

ed by such symptoms as he had discovered in his majesty fail of a happy ter-

mination. 25 Par. Deb. p. 3.
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priety of acting with all possible delicacy ; but if delicacy and
their duty should happen to clash, the latter ought not to be

sacrificed to the former.

On Monday the 8th of December -Mr. Pitt, either convinced,

upon further consideration, of the propriety of Mr. Viner's sug-

gestion, or expecting that the probability of his majesty's re-

covery would become more apparent upon a fuller enquiry into

the case, came forward to propose, that a committee of tvv^enty-

one members should be appointed to examine all the physicians,

who attended the king during his illness. A like committee
was appointed the same day in the House of Lords ; and the

members in both were chosen nearly in equal numbers from
each side of the house.

The report of the committee being brought up on the 10th,

and ordered to be printed, Mr. Pitt moved ^^ that a committee
'' be appointed to examine the Journals of the house, and report
'' precedents of such proceedings as may have been had in cases
" of the personal exercise of the royal authority being prevented
" or interru})ted by infancy, sickness, infirmity, or otherwise,
" with a view to provide for the same." Mr. Fox objected to

the motion as nugatory, and productive of unnecessary and
improper delay. The right hen. gentleman knew, that no pre-

cedent was to be found of the suspence of the executive govern-

ment, in which, at the same time, there existed an heir apparent

to the crown, of full age and capacity. For his part, he was
convinced, upon the maturest consideration of the principles and
practice of the constitution, and of the analogy of the common
law of the land, that whenever the sovereign, from sickness,

infirmity, or other incapacity, was unable to exercise the func-

tions of his high office, the heir apparent, being of full age and
capacity, had as indisputable a claim to the exercise of the exe-

cutive power, in the name and on behalf of the sovereign, during
the continuance of such incapacity, as in the case of his natural

demise. And as to the right, which he conceived the Prince of
Wales had, he was not himself to judge when he was entitled

to exercise it ; but the two houses of parliament, as the organs
of the nation, were alone qualified to pronounce when the prince

ought to take possession of it, and exercise his right. He thought
it candid, entertaining this opinion, to come forward fairly, and
avow it at that instant ; and therefore, under such an idea, he
conceived, that as short a time as possible ought to intervene

between the Prince of Wales's assuming the sovereignty, and
the present moment. He justified the prince's not making this

his indubitable claim himself, by imputing his desire of waving
the open advancement of it, to his having been bred in those
principles, which had placed his illustrious house on the throne,
and to his known reverence and regard for those principles,
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as the true fundamentals of our glorious constitution, in thi

maintenance of which, his family had flourished with so much
prosperity and happiness, as sovereigns of the British empire.

Hence it was, that his Royal Highness chose rather to wait the

decision of parliament, with a patient and due deference to

the constitution, than to urge a claim, that, he trusted, a majo-

rity of that house, and of the people at large, admitted; and

which, he was persuaded, could not be reasonably disputedc

With regard to the examination of the physicians, three points

formed the result, and must be the substratum^ on which that

house would necessarily raise the superstructure, whatever it

might be, that they should deem it expedient to erect.

1. That his majesty was incapable of meeting his parliament,

or proceeding to business.

2. That there was a great prospect, and a strong probability,

of his recovery.

3. But that v/ith respect to the point of time, when that re-

covery would take place, they were left in absolute doubt and

uncertainty.

Mr. Pitt observed, that if a claim of right were intimated

(even though not formally) on the part of the Prince of Wales,

to assume the government, it became of the utmost consequence

.to ascertain, from precedent and history, whether that claim

were founded ; which, if it were, precluded the house from the

possibility of all deliberation on the subject. In the mean time

he maintained, that it would appear, from every precedent,

and from every page of our history, that to assert such a right

in the Prince of Wales, or any one else, independent of the

decision of the two houses of parliament, was little less than

treason to the constitution of the country. He pledged himself

to this assertion, that in the case of the interruption of the

personal exercise of the royal authority, without any previous

lawful provision having been made for carrying on the govern-

ment, it belonged to the other branches of the legislature, oa

the part of the nation at large, the body they represented, to

provide, according to their direction, for the temporary exercise

of the royal authority, in the name, and on the behalf, of the

sovereign, in such manner as they should think requisite ; and

that, unless by their decision, the Prince of Wales had no right,

(speaking of strict right) to assume the government, more
than any other individual subject of the country. What parlia-

ment ought to determine on that subject, was a question of

discretion. However strong the arguments might be on that

ground, in favour of the Prince of Wales, which he would not

enter into at that time, it did not affect the question of right

;

because, neithtr the whole, nor any part, of the royal authority
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rould belong to him in the present circumstances, unless con=

ferred by the houses of parliament.

The exclusive right of the prince to the regency under the
physical inability of his royal father, was strenuously and inge-

niously supported in both houses by the gentlemen of the oppo-
sition, and warmly and ably opposed by the ministerial mem-
bers. Although on this great and important occasion the num-
ber of the former were considerably encreased: yet the minister
was secure on every question of a majority of upwards of three-

score in the Commons, and of a larger proportion of the House
of Lords. Lord Loughborough, who on this occasion assumed
the lead of opposition in the peers, amongst other arguments
in support of the prince's inherent right, strongly urged the

inconveniency and mischief, which might arise from the con-
trary doctrine, when it should come to be acted upon by the
independent kingdom of Ireland. Was it remembered, said
his lordship,-^ that a neighbouring kingdom stood connected
with us, and acknowledged allegiance to the British crown. If
once the rule of regular succession were departed from by the
two houses, how were they sure, that the neighbouring kingdom
would acknowledge the regent, whom the two houses would take
upon themselves to elect. The probability was, that the neigh-
bouring kingdom would depart, in consequence of our depar-
ture, from the rule of hereditary succession, and choose a regent
of their own, which must lead to endless confusion and embar-
rassment.f
As it was evident from die complection of both houses of

parliament, that the majority was against the claim of the
Prince of Wales's strict right to the regency, it was thought most
advisable, by those who held the affirmative, to avoid, if

possible, its being brought to a formal decision. With this

view, on the 15th of December, Earl Fitzwilliam, after stating

the inexpediency of bringing under the present circumstances,
any abstract political questions into discussion, when all parties
were agreed in substance, desired to know from the ministers,
whether they meant to introduce any proposition of that nature.
He was answered by Earl Camden, that as the most essential

rights of the two houses of parliament had been questioned

* 26. Par. Deb. Lords, p. 20.

t In answer to this part of Lord Lougliboroug-li's speech, Lord Chancellor
(Thnrlow) lamented, that any remarks' should have fallen from the noble and
learned lord respecting Ireland, because he considered them as not unlikely,
Spargere voces in 'Dulgiim arnbiguas / Such va,c^ae and loose siigg-estions could
answer no useful purpose, but mig-ht produce very mischievous consequences.
He declared, that he had every reliance on the known loyalty, g-ood sense, and
affection of that country, and fdt no anxiety on the doager cf Irelaiid's actiik'
improperly.

"^

VOL. III. ^ ^ b
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by persons of great and respectable authority, he thought it was
become absolutely necessary, that they should not be left doubtful

and unsettled. Upon this declaration, his Royal Highness the

Duke of York rose to express his sentiments en a subject, in

which the dearest interests of the country were involved. He
entirely agreed with the noble Earl (Fitzwilliam) and other

lords, v/ho had expressed their wishes to avoid any question,

which tended to induce a discussion on the rights of the prince.

The fact was plain, that no such claim of right had been made
on the part of the prince -, and he was confident, that his royal

highness understood too well the sacred principles, which seated

the house of Brunswick on the throne of Great Britain, ever to

assume or exercise any power, be his claim what it might, not

derived from the will of tlie people, expressed by their repre-

sentatives and their lordships in parliament assembled. It was
upon that ground that he must be permitted to hope, that the

wisdom and moderation of all considerate men, at a moment
when temper and unanimity were so peculiarly necessary, on
account of the dreadful calamity which every description of

persons must, in common, lament, but which he mare particu-

larly felt, would make them wish to avoid pressing a decision,

which certainly was not necessary to the great object expected

from parliament, and which must be most painful in the discus-

sion to a family already sufficiently agitated and afflicted. Such,

his royal highness observed, in conclusion, were the sentiments

of an honest heart, equally influenced by duty and affection to

his royal father, and by attachment to the constitutional rights

of his subjects: and he ^ras confident, that if his royal brother

were to address them in his~place, as a peer of the realm, these

were the sentiments, which he would distinctly avow.

He was followed by his Royal Highness the Duke of Glou-

cester, who strongly deprecated the discussion of a question,

which could only tend to produce the most mischievous conse-

quences. He felt so strongly on the subject, that, if the attempt

were persisted in, and the question brought before that house,

he could only say, that he believed he should not dare to trust

himself to come forward and speak his sentiments on the extra-

ordinary conduct of those, who were unnecessarily inclined to

compel a decision on so delicate a question.

Notwithstanding the entreaties of the princes of the royal

family, the ministers persevered in their intention ; and the lord

chancellor closed the conversation by declaring, that though he

much lamented the starting of such a question, yet he did not

see hov/ they could now avoid coming to some determination

ii|)on it.

'On the 16th of December, thfe House of Commons having

resolved itself into a committee, Mr. Pitt moved the three
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following resolutions, the first of ^rhich was vot^'d unani-

mously.
" 1, That it is the opinion of this coinmittee, that his ma-

" jesty is prevented, bv his present indisposition, from coming
" to Kis parliament, and from attending to public business ; and
" that the perspnal exercise of the royal authority is thereby,

" for the present, interrupted."
" 2. That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is the

" right and duty of the lords, spiritual and temporal, and com-
" mons of Great Britain, now assembled, and lawfully and free-

*' ly representing all the estates of the people of this realm, to

" provide the mtans of supplying the defect of the personal ex-

" crcise of the royal authority, arising from his majesty's said

"indisposition, in such manner, as the exigency of the case
*' may appear to require."

"• Resohcd^ that for this purpose, and for maintaining entire

" the constitutional authority of the king, it is necessary, that

" the said lords spiritual and temporal and commons of Great
" Britain, should determine on the means, whereby the royal
" assent mav be given in parliament to such bill, as may be
" passed by the two houses of parliament, respecting the exer-
*' cise of the powers and authorities of the crown, in the name,
*' and on the behalf of the king, during the continuance of his

" majesty's present indisposition."

These resolutions passed the commons after several vehe-

ment debates, by a majority of 64 : and were carried in the

lords by 99 against 66.' On the 29th of December, 1788, the

illness of the speaker (Mr. Cornwall, of which he died on the

2d of January, 1789,) prevented liis attendance in the commons,
and there was no debate for some da^'s. During this interval

from parliamentary business, Mr. Pitt, on the 29th of Decem-
ber, 1788, wrote* to his Royal Plighness the Prince of Wales
the following letter, concerning the plan of restrictions intended

to i)e put upon the regency.

" Sir,
" THE proceedings in parliament being now brought

" to a point, which will render it necessary to propose to the
^' House of Commons, the particular measures to be taken for

" supplying the defect of the personal exercise of the royal au-
^' thority, during the present interval, and your royal highness
" having some time since signified your pleasure, that any com-
" municacion on this subject should be in writing, I take the
" liberty of respectfully entreating your royal highness's per-

* vSorr.e avilcwavd misrepresentations of what had passed at one of the meet-
ing's, between his royal hii^hness and tiie premier, having^ g-one abroad, his

royal liig-hness had from that time declined any personal interview willi the
minister, and had expressed liis royal pleasiu'e, tiuit any future communica-
tions should be in writing-,
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** mission, to submit to your consideration the outlines of th^
" plan, which his majesty's confidential servants humbly con-
,*' ceive (according to the best judgment which they are able to
" form) to be proper to be proposed in the present circum-
" stances.

" It is their humble opinion, that your royal highness should
" be empowered to exercise the royal authority in the name and
" on the behalf of his majesty, during his majesty's illness, and
" to do all acts which might legally be done by his majesty

;

" with provisions, nevertheless, that the care of his majesty's

" royal person, and the management of his majesty's household,
" and the direction and appointment of the officers and servants
/' therein should be in the queen under such regulations, as
"' may be thought necessary. That the power to be exercised
" by your royal highness should not extend to the granting the
•" real or personal property of the king (except as far as relates
'* to the renewal of leases), to the graming any office in rever-
*' sion, or to the granting, for any other term than during his
" majesty's pleasure, any pension, or any office whatever, except
'' such as must by law be granted for life, or during good beha-
" viour ; nor to the granting any rank or dignity of the peerage
" of this realm to any person, except his majesty's issue, who
'^ shall have attained the age of 21 years.

" These are the chief points, which have occurred to his ma-
"jesty's servants. I beg leave to add, that their ideas are
" formed on the supposition, that his majesty's illness is only
" temporary, and may be of no long duration. It may be diffi-

'' cult to fix before hand, the precise period, lor which these pro-
" visions ought to last ; but if unfortunatel} his majesty's recove-
" ry should be protracted to a more distant period, than there is

^' reason at present to imagine, it will be open hereafter to the
" wisdom of parliament, to reconsider these provisions when-
ce ever the circumEtances appear to call for it.

" If your royal highness should be pleased to require any
*' farther explanation on the subject, and should condescend to
*' signify your orders, that I should have the honour of attend-
'' ing your royal highness for that purpose, or to intimate any
*^ other mode, in which your royal highness may wish to receive
" such explanation, I shall respectfully wait your royal high-
" ness's commands.

*' I have the honour to be,

" With the utmost deference and submission,
« Sir,

" Your royal highness's
*' Most dutiful and devoted servant,

" W. Pitt."
Downing-street^ Tuesday nighty

December 30, 1788.
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To this letter his royal highness wrote the following answer,

which he delivered to the lord chancellor, January 1, 1789.
" The Prince of Wales learns from Mr. Pitt's letter, that the

'* proceedings in parliament are now in a train, which enables
" Mr. Pitt, according to the intimation in his former letter, to
" communicate to the prince the outlines of the plan, which his
** majesty's confidential servants conceive to be proper to be
*' proposed in the present circumstances.

" Concerning the steps already taken by Mr. Pitt, the Prince
" is silent. Nothing done by the two houses of parliament can
" be a proper subject of his animadversion ; hut when, previ-
" ously to any discussion in parliament, the outlines of a scheme
" of governm.ent are sent for his consideration, in which it is pro-
" posed, that he shall be personally and principally concerned,
*' and by which the royal authority, and the public welfare may
" be deeply affected, the Prince would be unjustifiable, were he
" to withhold an explicit declaration of his sentiments. His si-

'* lence might be construed into a previous approbation of a
*' plan, the accomplishment of which every motive of duty to
" his father and sovereign, as well as of regard for the public
" interest, obliges him to consider as injurious to both.
" In the state of deep distress, in which the Prince and the

" whole royal family were involved by the heavy calamity,
,*' which has fallen upon the king, and at a moment when go-
" vernment deprived of its chief energy and support, seemed
" peculiarly to need the cordial and united aid of all descrip-
" tions of good subjects, it was not expected by the Prince, that
" a plan should be oifered to his consideration, by which go-
" vernment was to be rendered difficult, if not impracticable, in
" the hands of any person intended to represent the king's au-
*' thority, much less in the hands of his eldest son, the heir ap-
" parent of his kingdoms, and the person most bound to the
" maintenance of his majesty's just prerogatives and authority,
" as well as most interested in the happiness, the prosperit)', and
" the glory of the people.

" The Prince forbears to remark on the several parts of the
" sketch of the plan laid before him ; he apprehends it must
" have been formed with sufficient deliberation to preclude the
" probability of any argument of his producing an alteration of
" sentiment in the projectors of it. But he trusts, with confi-

" dence, to the wisdom and justice of parliament, when the
" whole of this subject, and the circumstances connected with
" it, shall come under their deliberation.

" He observes, therefore, only generally on the heads com-
*' municated by Mr. Pitt, and it is with deep regret the Prince
" makes the observation, that he sees in the contents of that pa-
*^ per, a project for prcducing weakness, disorder, and insecu-



m AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

*' rity in every branch of the administration of affairs. A pro*
'*' ject for dividing the royal family from each other, for sepa-
•' rating the court from the state ; and therefore, by disjoining
** government from its natural and accustomed support, a
" scheme for disconnecting the authority to command service,
" from the power of animating it by reward ; and for allotting
*' to the Prince all the invidious duties of government, without
" the means of softening them to the public by any one act of
*' grace, favour or benignity,
" The Prince's feelings on contemplating this plan are also

" rendered still more painful to him by observing, that it is not
" founded on any general principle, but is calculated to infuse

" jealousies and suspicions (wholly groundless he trusts) in that

*' quarter, whose confidence it will ever be the first pride of his

'' life to merit and obtain.

" With regard to the m.otive and object of the limitations and
** restrictions proposed, the Prince can have but little to observe.
'^ No light or information is offered him by his majesty's mi-
'' nisters on these points. They have informed him what the
*' powders are, which they mean to refuse him, not why they are

" withheld.
" The Prince, however, holding as he does, that it is an un-

*' doubted and fundamental principle of this constitution, that
•' the powers and prerogatives of the crown are vested there, as

" a trust for the benefit of the people ; and that they are sacred
" only, as they are necessary to the preservation of that poise
** and balance of the constitution, which experience has proved
" to be the true security of the liberty of the subject, must be al-

*' lowed to observe, that the plea of public utility ought to be
" strong, manifest, and urgent, which calls for the extinction or
" suspension of any one of those essential rights in the supreme
" power or its representative ; or which can justify tlie Prince
*' in consenting, that in his person an experiment shall be made,
" to ascertain with how small a poition of the kingly power
*' the executive government of this country may be carried on.

" The Prince has only to add, that if security for his majes-
** ty's repossessing his rightful government, v/henever it shall

" please Providence, in bounty to the country, to remove the
^' calamity with which he is afflicted, be any part of the object
"' of this phui, the Prince has only to be convinced, tliat any
*' measure is necessary, or even conducive to that end, to be the
" first to urge it, as the preliminary and paramount considera-
" tion of any settlement, in which he v/ould consent to share.

" If attention to what is presumed might be his majesty's
" feelings and v^^ishes on the happy day of his recovery, be the
*' object, it is with the truest sincerity the Prince expresses his

" firm conviction, that no event would be more repugnant to
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" the feelings of his royal father, than the knowledge, that the
" government of his son and repi-esentative had exhibited the
" sovereign power of the realm in a state of degradation, of
" curtailed authority and diminished energy ; a state, hurtful in
" practice to the prosperity and good government of his people,
" and injurious in its precedent to the security of the monarch,
" and the rights of his family.

" Upon that part of the plan, which regards the king*s real
" and personal property, the Prince feels himself compelled
" to remark, that it was not necessary for Mr. Pitt, nor proper
'' to suggest to the Prince, the restraint he proposes against the
" Prince's granting away the king's real and personal property,
" The Prince does not conceive, that, during the king's life,

" he is by law entitled to make any such grant ; and he is sure,
" that he has never shewn the smallest inclination to possess
" any such power. But it remains with Mr. Pitt to consider
*' the eventual interests of the royal family, and to provide a
*' proper and natural security against the mismanagement of
" them by others.

" The Prince has discharged an indispensable duty, in thus
** giving his free opinion on the plan submitted to his con-
" sideration.

" His conviction of the evils, which may arise to the king's
" interests, to the peace and happiness of the royal family, and
'* to the safety and welfare of the nation, from the government
" of the country remaining longer in its present maimed and
" debilitated state, outweighs in the Prince's mind every other
" consideration, and will determine him to undertake the pain-
" ful trust imposed upon him by the present melancholy neccs-
*' sity (which of all the king's subjects he deplores the most)
*' in full confidence, that the affection and loyalty to the king,
" the experienced attachment to the House of Brunswick, and
*' the generosity which has always distinguished this nation,
" will carry him through the many difficulties, inseparable from
" this most critical situation, with comfort to himself, with
" honour to the king, and with advantage to the public.

Corleton House, Jan, 2d, 1789. (Signed) G. P."

On the 6th of January Mr. Pitt having given notice, that he
should on that day propose to the house the restrictions, within
which the exercise of the regal power should be granted to the

regent, Mr. Loveden, the member for Abingdon, rose as soon
as the order of the day was moved, and observed, that before

the house proceeded to settle the terms of the regency, he con-
ceived that they ought to know exactly the present state of
his majesty's health, what the degree of alteration, w^hich it

had undergone since his majesty's physicians were last exam-
ined. This vra-s the more necessary, as reports had gone abroad
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of a very contradictory kind, and the authority of the different

physicians who attended his majesty had been made use of to give

sanction to those reports. He therefore moved, " That the phy-
*' sicians,who had attended his majesty should be again examined,
** to inform the house whether any alteration or amendment had
** taken place in the state of the king's health, and if the present
*' symptoms were such, as to give reason to hope for his majes-
** ty's speedy recovery."

This motion gave rise to a warm debate, which was managed
not with the most perfect temper and moderation on either side

of the house. After much altercation it was agreed, that a

new committee should be appointed, and that the physicians

should be examined.
The committee sat till the 13th of January, when the report

was brought up, ordered to be printed, and to be taken into

consideration in a committee of the whole house on the state

of the nation upon the 16th of January, 1789.

On that day Mr. Pitt, after expressing his satisfaction at

having consented to the motion for re-examining the physicians,

the event of which had justified his former opinion respecting

the probability of his majesty's recovery, proceeded to open
the business, which v/as then to be the subject of their delibe-

rations. The subject divided itself into three distinct heads

:

1st, The nature of the king's illness. 2dly, The principles,

upon which the tv/o houses were authorized to act on this occa-

sion. And 3dly, The application of those principles to the

measures, which he should propose for remedying the present

defect in the personal exercise of the royal authority.

It had been determined, that the right to provide for the

deficiency in the executive government devolved on the two
houses of parliament ; but there was abundant reason to hope,

that the occasion would be temporary and short. What they

had to provide for, therefore, was no more than an interval, and

if unfortunately, his majesty's illness should be protracted, they

might leave it to parliament to do what at present was clearly

unnecessary ; to consider of a more permanent plan ot govern-

ment. They w^ere to provide only for the present necessity,

and not to exceed it ; they were also to provide against any

embarrassment in the resumption of the royal authority, when-
ever God, in his providence, should enable the rightful holder

again to exercise it. They were therefore to grant such powers,

and none other, as were requisite to carry on the government
of the country with energy and effect.

Upon these principles he should propose to invest the Prince

of Wales with the whole royal authority, to be exercised in the

name and on the behalf of the king, subject to such Invitations

and restrictions only as should be provided. He observed in
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the Succession Act of Queen Anne, and in the regency acts

of George the Second and George the Third, the exercise of

all the royal prerogatives were granted in a fuller manner than

he intended to propose : but on the other hand, the regent, in

all those cases, was fettered with a council, the consent of a

majority of which was necessary to authorize his acts. Under
the present circumstances he thought it more advisable to leave

the regent entirely free in the choice of his political servants

;

but at the same time this required some limitation of the au-

thority, with which he was to be invested.

The first restriction he meant to propose was, that the au-

thority of the regent should not extend to the creating any peer,

except such of the royal issue as should have attamed the age

of twenty-one. There were three grounds, he conceived, upon
which this branch of the prerogative was intrusted by tile con-

stitution to the crown, none of which were applicable to the

present case. First, It was designed to enable the king to

counteract the designs of any factious cabal in the House of

Lords, which might have acquired a predominant influence in

their deliberations. But was it at all probable that the govern-

ment of his royal highness should be obstructed by any such

cabal ? He, for one, was ready to declare, that he should give

no opposition to any administration the regent should chuse to

form, so long as their measures were compatible with the pros-

perity of the kingdom. On the other hand, he said, such a
number of peers might be created, as would considerably em-
barrass his majesty's government on the event of his being

restored to health. Secondly, This power was vested in the

crown, to enable the sovereign to reward eminent merit, and
thereby to invite others to the same laudable exertions in the

public service. But was it, he said, to be supposed that fot

want of such an incentive for a (gw months, the country was likely

to be deprived of the service of men of merit. If his majesty

recovered, as they all hoped, and had reason to expect he would,

the power of creating peers might be exercised by the rightful

holder of the prerogative; but if, unfortunately, his majesty

should grow worse, and be pronounced not likely to recover for

a long time, parliament would have it in its power to take off

the restriction, and vest the regent with a power, which though
not at present, he was ready to admit might in time become
necessary to the carrying on of a powerful government. Thirdly,

This power was designed to provide for the fluctuation of wealth
and property in the country, that by raising men of great landed
interest to the peerage, that branch of the legislature should be
always placed upon its true and proper basis. But surely it

would not be contended, that it was necessary to provide in

a temporary plan for exigencies, which could only arise from
VOL. III. c c
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the lapse of considerable periods of time. For all these

reasons taken together he should therefore propose, that the

regents should be restrained from the exercise of that part of the

prerogative of the crown.

The next restriction he should propose was, that the regent

should not grant any pension or place for life, or in reversion,

other than such place as is, from its nature, to be holden for

life, or during good behaviour. This restriction, he said,

flowed from the same principle, which supported the former

;

it would prevent his majesty from being put on a worse footing,

should he recover, than he was before his illness ; and it could

not be said, that the pov/er restrained by this limitation was
necessary to a regent.

The next was, to restrain the regent from exercising any
power over the personal property of the king. Mr. Pitt on this

occasion observed, that he scarcely thought it necessary to pass

this resolution, as it was not probable, that his royal highness

should interfere with his majesty's personal property in his life-r

time, but as they were acting upon parliamentary principles, he

thought it his duty to submit it to the committee.

The last resolution would be for entrusting the care of the

royal person during his majesty's illness, where of course all

men would be unanimous in agreeing that the royal person

ought to be placed, in the guardianship of the queen ; and v/ith

this trust his intention was, to propose to put the whole of his

majesty's household under her authority, investing her with full

powers to dismiss and appoint, as she should think proper.

Without being invested with this control, he imagined that the

queen could not discharge the important trust committed to

her care. These officers were, for the most part, in actual atten-

dance upon his majesty's person, and he did not see how they

could be put under the control of the regent, while the care of

his majesty, upon whom they were to attend, was trusted to

another person.

The lords of the bed chamber, indeed, might not be thought

necessary now, Avhen their attendance could not be required j

but, on the other hand, a generous and liberal nation would not

have it said, that in the moment of the king's illness they had

grown so csconomical, that they would not bear the expence of

supporting, till his recovery, those officers who formed part of

his majesty's royal state ; it would be no pleasant thing to his

majesty to be told, should he, on his recovery, call for some one

of those lords who used to be about his person, that they had
been dismissed, that the nation might save the expence attending

their offices.

Lastly, he should propose, that a council should be named to

assist" the queen with their advice, v/henever she should re-
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quire it : but who should not have any power of control, but
barely that of giving advice, and of satisfying themselves daily

of the state of the king's health: and that they, or some others,

should be appointed to manage the real and personal estate of
the king, with this restriction, not to alienate, or to dispose of
any part of it, except by lease.

Mr. Pitt then moved the first of the five resolutions* which
he successively brought before the house : they were warmly
contested in their progress through the commons as well as
they were in passing through the lords : the divisions upon
them or the different amendments proposed kept the same pro-

portion throughout: in the lords a very strong
-f
protest v/as

* The form of the resolution was as follous :

" Resolved, That for the purpose of providing- for the exercise of the royal
*' authority, during the continuance of his majesty's ilhiess, in such manner,
*' and to such extent, as the present circumstances and the urg^ent concerns of
" the nation appear to require, it is expedient that his Royal Highness the
*' Prince of Waies, being resident within the realm, shall be empowered to ex-
" ercise and administer the ro)'al authority, according to the laws and consti-
" tution of Great Britain, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, and
'• under the style and title of regent of the kingdom ; and to use, execute, and
'* perform, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, all authorities, {)rero-
^' gatives, acts of government, and administration of the same, whicli belong to
** the king of this realm to use, execute and perform, according to the laws
" thereof, subject to such limitations and exceptions as shall be provided.

" Resolved, That the power, so to be given to his Royal Highness the Prince
** of Wales, shall not extend to the granting of any rank or dignity of the peer-
** age of the realm to any person whatever, except to his majesty's royal issue
*• who shall have obtained the full age of twenty-one years.

" Resolved, That the said powers should not extend to the granting in re-
*' version, of any office whatever, or to the granting of any office, salary, or
*' pension, for any other term than during his majesty's pleasure, except such
*' offices as are by law required to be granted for life, or during good beh^-
** viour.

" Resolved, That the said powers sliould not extend to the granting of any
:" part of his majesty's real or personal estate, except so far as relates to the
'* renewal of leases.

" Resolved, That the care of his majesty's royal person, during the continu-
•' ance of his majesty's illness, should be committed to the queen's most ex-
" cellent majesty; and tliat her majesty should have power to remove from,
" and to nominate and appoint such persons as she shall think proper, to the
" several ofRces in his majesty's household ; and to dispose, order and manage
** all other matters and things relating to the care of his majesty's royai per-
" son, during the time afoiesaid: and that, for the better enabling her ma
** jesty to discharge this important trust, it is also expedient that a council
" should be appointed, to advise and assist her majesty in the several mattei'S
*' aforesaid. And with power from time to time, as they may see cause, to
" examine upon oath, the physicians and others attending his majesty's per-
*' son, touching the state of his majesty's healtlv, and all matters relative
" thereto."

t The form of the protest will apprize the reader of the general grounds,
upon which th.e friends of the Pi'ince opposed the i-esolutions, and as it may be
matter of historical curiosity to knoM' how the diiVerent members voted on this

important occasion, a correct list of the majority and minority and of those
who did not vote, may be seen in the Appendix, No. LXXIX.



204 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

signed by fifty-five lords, at the head of whom were two princes

of the blood.

On the 27th of January, 1789, Mr. Pitt after having recapi-

tulated the various steps, that had been already taken, observed,

Dissentient,

1st. Because we firmly adhere to the principles and arguments, on which we
disapproved the resolutions formerly passed by this house, especially when the

legislative power of the two houses of parliament, unconstitutionally assumed

by those resolutions, is meant to be employed to restrict or suspend many im-

portant and essential branches of the royal power, at the moment of the de-

clared incapacity of the King-.

2d. Because we think the power of conferring the rank and privileges of the

peerage, as a reward to merit, is necessary to the royal authority, in order to

aflord an incitement to vigorous exertions in the service of the state, and is

more peculiarly necessary (like all other parts of the prerogative) when the

re^al power is to be exercised by a substitute, with an authority uncertain

and precarious in its duration ; but especially on the present occasion, as it

is the only branch of the prerogative sufficiently powerful to afford a remedy

atiaipst such a combination in this house, as other parts of this system of

restriction and mutilation, have a natural and obvious tendency to produce.

And because we coiiceive that this restriction may create an interest in the

members of this house, to withhold their assent to restore the ancient powers

of tlie crown in this respect.

3d. Because we conceive, that b^ the subsisting law of the land, his majes-

ty's ])roperty is sufficiently secured from any undue disposition and alienation,

and the resolution on that subject can have no other effect, but to convey to the

public injurious suspicion, and unjust imputation, on the character and inten-

tions of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.

4th. Because we are of 0))inion, that in oider to maintain the proper digr^ity

of the crown, and preserve the due influence and respect, which arise from the

great offices of the state, it is necessary that the person exercising the royal

authority in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, should be attended by

those distinguished servants, whose functions have been established for the

purpose of adding weight and splendour to the regal office. We cannot agree

to a division of the royal power ; to the creation of a fourth estate, unknown

to the constitution of this country.

Frederick
Henry
Lothian
Devonshire
Audley
Craven
Bedford
Carlisle

Portchester
Pelham
Breadalbane
Cassilis

Abergavenny

Loughborough Southampton Bayle
Strarborough Shaftesbury Maynard
Foley Chedworth Eglington

Ponsonby Portland Sandwich
Douglas Huntingdon Kinnaird

Rawdon Egremont Aberdeen
St. Jolin Ponsonby Chr. Bristol

R. Landaff Malmesbury Hay
Cholmondeley Sandes Rodney
Hereford Montford Northumberland

Peterborough Derby W. Fitzwilliam

Stawell Hertford Buckinghamshire
Cardiff Cadogan
Diss, for the 2d, 3d, and 4th, reasons.

St. Albans.

Diss, for the 1st, 2d, and 4th, reasons only.

Clifton Suffolk and Berks
Spencer Hawke

For all the reasons given in the protest, except those in this latter partsDiss
pf the 2d reason, viz. beginning at these words,

tjience to the end of that second reason.

Selkirk.

but especially on, &.c." and
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that before they proceeded any farther, he thought it would be

most respectful to the Prince of Wales, and most expedient in

the order of their proceedings, to endeavour to know, whether
his royal highness were willing to accept the regency upon the

terms of the lesolution which they had come to. With this

view he moved, That a committee should be appointed to attend

his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales with the resolutions,

which had been agreed to by the lords and commons, for the

purpose of supplying the defect of the personal exercise of the
royal authority during his majesty's illness, by impowering his

royal highness to exercise such authority, in the name and on
behalf of his majesty, subject to the limitations and restrictions,

which the circumstances of the case then appeared to require ;

and, that the committee should express the hope, M'hich the

commons entertained, that his royal highness, from his regard

to the interests of his majesty and the nation, would be ready
to undertake the weighty and important trust proposed to be
invested in his royal highness as soon as an act of parliament

should have been passed for carrying the said resolutions into

effect.

This motion gave rise to a very heated alrercation, in which
the ministers were accused, and they defended themselves against

the accusations of having treated the Prince of Wales, through-
out the whole course of their proceedings, with the most shame-
ful want of attention and respect. The motion was voted with-

out a division, and ordered to be carried to the lords for their

concurrence, together with a similar resolution for a committee
to lay before the Queen the resolution of the two houses, rela-

ting to the care of his Majesty's person.

The resolutions having been read in the house of lords on
the 28th, and a motion made for their lordships concurrence,

the Duke of Northumberland brieflv observed, that these reso-

lutions, as proposed to be presented to the prince for his assent,

appearing on the face of them most materially to curtail the

exercise of that royal authority, which they were about to put
into his hands would, as they stood, seem to convey a want of
confidence in his royal highness ; he conceived it, therefore,

would be but decent in their lordships to specify the reasons

which had guided their lordships in adopting those resolutions.

It having been most generally taken as the ground for those

restrictions, that his majesty's illness was but temporary, and
would probably be but of short duration, he conceived their

lordships could have no objection to connect that with the ad-

dress. His grace concluded with moving an amendment to

that effect, which was negatived without farther debate ; and
the usual blanks were ordered to be filled up with the v,^ords,

" lords spiritual and temnoraL"
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On the 30th of January the two committees presented to

the Prince of Wales and the Queen the resolutions of the two
houses.

To this committee his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
was graciously pleased to give the following answer,

" My Lords and Gentlemen,

" I THANK you for communicating to
'' me the "resolutions agreed upon by the two houses, and I
" request you to assure them in my name, that my duty to the
" King my father, and my anxious concern for the safety and
" interests of the people, which mast be endangered, by a long
'' suspension of the exercise of the royal authority ; together
" with my respect for the united desires of the two houses,
" outweigh, in my mind, every other consideration, and will de-
" termine me to undertake the weighty and important trust
*' proposed to me, in conformity to the resolutions now commu-
" nicated to me. I am sensiole of the difficulties that must
" attend the execution of this trust, in the peculiar circumstan-
*' ces, in which it is committed to my charge, of which, as I
*' am acquainted with no former example, my hopes of a
" successful administration cannot be founded on any past
'^ experience. But confiding that the limitations on the exercise
*' of the royal authority deemed necessary for the present, have
*' been approved by the two houses only as a temporary mea-
" sure, founded all the Icyal hope, in which I ardently partici-

*' pate, that his majesty's disorder may not be of long duration,
" and trusting, in the mean while, that I shall receive a zealous
" and united support in the two houses and in the nation, propor-
" tioned to the difficulty attending the discbarge of my trust in
^' this interval ; I will entertain the pleasing hope, tliat my
^' faithful endeavours to preserve the interests of the king, his

" crown, and the people, may be successful.''

When the committee presented the resolutions of the

lords and commons concerning the custody of his majesty's

person, her majesty was graciously pleased to give the following

answer.

" My Lords and Gentlemen,

" My duty and gratitude to the king, and
" the sense I must ever entertain of my great obligations to

this country, will certainly engage my most earnest attention

to the anxious and momentous trust intended to be reposed in

" me by parliament. It will be a great consolation to me to

" receive the aid of a council, of v/hich I shall stand so much in

" need, in the discharge of a duty wherein the happiness of my
• *^ future life is indeed deeply interested, but which a higher
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" object, the happiness of a great, loyal, and aiFectionate people,
*' renders still more important."

These resolutions and answers were ordered to be entered
on the journals ; and the minister, when business was resumed
in the house, emphatlcaiiy entreated gentlemen to pause, and
by giving the bill, that would be laid before them a deliberate

perusal and cool unbiassed refiection, proceed in future with
the caution due to such a momentous transaction. On the
31st of January, 1789, the house of lords being in a committee of
the whole house on the state of the nation, Lord Camden began
with remarking, that being still merely a convention, they
could do no one legislative act till they were enabled so to do
by the presence or assent of the sovereign. Deprived of the
assistance of his majesty in his natural capacity, they were
compelled to resort to his political capacity. There was but
one organ by v/hich this assistance could be obtained, and that
organ was the great seal. This mode of proceeding, he knew,
had already been ridiculed as a phantom. But would those,
who were thus free of their ridicule impart any other mode,
by which they could be extricated from their present difficulties ?

They were compelled, therefore, by necessity to resort to the reso-
lutions of the two houses, impowering the proper person to
make use of the great seal ; an instrument, which his lordship
said, was of such great and particular authority, that even if

the lord chancellor committed a high misdemeanor by affixing

it to letters patent, those instruments must be considered valid ;

they would have the whole force of law, and could not be
disputed by the judges. His lordship, in support of this doc-
trine, quoted the conduct of lord chancellor Hardwicke, who
had suffered the great seal to be affixed to an instrument in the
manner he now proposed. Two resolutions he said, would be
therefore found necessary to be adopted under their present
circumstances to complete the legislature. The first was, to
establish a commission to open and hold the parliament in due
form : the second would follow up the first at a convenient
time, for the purpose of empowering the royal assent to be given
in his majesty's name to the bill of regency, by the same, or
by another commission. His lordship concluded by moving,
*' That it is expedient and necessary that letters patent, under
" the great seal of Great Britain, be impowered to be issued by
** the authority of the two houses of parliament, in the tenor and
*' form follov/ing :" Then followed an exact transcript of the
writ usually issued under the sign manual, impowering certain
commissioners to open and hold the king's parliaments at West-
minster. The commissioners nominated by the present letters
patent, were, the Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, the Dukes
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of Cumberland and Gloucester, together with the other persons

usually inserted therein.

The motion having been seconded, Lord Portchester arose,

and observed, they were now in that precise situation, where
they stood two months since, with this diilerence only, that they

were now going to do, by a pretended act of parliament, what
should have been done by a declaration of the two houses. But
besides this fiction of the great seal, thi^re were other stumbling

blocks in their way. By two acts of parliament, the sign manual

was made essentially necessary to the validity of any act : these

were, the acts of o3d of Henry the Eighth, and the 1st of

Philip and Mary ; the former declaring, that no act could be

valid unless signed by the sovereign, or, in his absence, by the

custos regni ; and the latter, in deciding on the attainder of the

Duke of Norfolk, speaking the same language, but in stronger

terms.

Lord Camden replied, that a different meaning was to be

attached to those acts : they were, he contended, acts merely

affirmative ; that is, they asserted, that acts so signed, were

legal ; but they no where contained the assertion, that those

acts could not be legalized in any other form. His lordship

added a precedent in point, that of the 2Sth of Elizabeth, which

had actually passed under the great seal only, and without the

sign manual.

His Royal Highness the Duke of York rose unexpectedly at

this moment, and said, he had not been informed, that it was
intended to insert his name in the commission, and therefore it

had not been in his power to take any steps to prevent it. He
could not sanction the proceedings with his name, not wishing

to stand upon record, and be handed to posterity, as approving

such a measure. His opinion of the whole system adopted was

already known : he deemed the measure proposed, as well as

every other that had been taken respecting the same subject,

to be unconstitutional and illegal. He desired, therefore, to

have nothing to do with any part of the business ; and requested

that his name, and that of his brother, the Prince of Wales,

might be left out of the commission.

Lord Camden said, upon a requisition thus communicated,

there could be no hesitation. He should not for a moment
resist the royal duke's desire, but would readily agree to omit

his royal highness's name, and that of his royal highness the

Prince of Wales.
The Dukes of Cumberland and Gloucester desired their

names might also be omitted, which was complied with.

The resolutions, as amended and passed by the lords, on

February the 2d, having been communicated to the House of

Commons, Mr. Pitt moved for their concurrence therein. This
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motion, which was at length carried without a division, gave

rise to a warm and long debate. The resolutions were defendedj

as affording the only legal security to their proceedings, which
the case admitted of. On the other side, it was urged, that

however they might thus be made formally legal, yet being sub-

stantially and historically otherv/ise, it would have been much
more safe, that the whole case should stand upon its ov/n

ground, distinguished as an irregular proceeding, justified only

by necessit}-, than to call in counterfeit props to support it. The
precedents of the reign of Henry the Sixth, upon which so

much stress had been laid, whilst ministers were contending for

the right of the two houses to nominate a regent, were now
totally abandoned. In conformity to those precedents, the

Prince of Wales ought to be empowered, by the proposed com-
mission, to open the parliament in the king's name, and to

exercise the legislative authority of the king, in the passing of
such acts as might be tendered for the royal assent. Nor could

there be now any ground of apprehension that he should reject a
bill of limitation, as he had already declared his willingness to ac-

cept the regency with the restrictions proposed.

Mr. Burtce, in a long and able speech, supported the exclu-

sive right of the Prince of Wales to the regency ; and endea-

voured to impress the committee with a sense of the fatal con-

sequences that might follow, from admitting any idea of compe-
tition in it, to the unity of the empire, the integrity of the con-

stitution, and the hereditary succession to the throne itself.

The day following, February the 3d, the speaker with the

commons being at the bar of the House of Lords, Earl
Bathurst, v/ho sat as speaker for the lord-chancellor, acquainted

them, that the illness of his majesty had made it necessary,

that a commission in his name should pass the great seal,

which they would hear read. The clerk having read the com-
mission. Lord Bathurst, in a short speech,* opened the causes

of their present meeting, and the objects, for which they were
to provide.

As soon as the commons had returned to their house, and
had gone through the usual forms, Mr. Pitt rose, and after a

* Loi'd Bathurst's speech was as follows

:

" My Lords a.nd Gentlemen,

" IN pui'suance of the authority given to us by hl?j

" nnajesly's commission under the great seal, which has been read, amongst
" other things, to declare tlie causes of your present meeting, we have only to
" call your attention to the melancholy circumstances of liis majesty's illness

;

*' in consequence of which, it becomes necessary to provide for the care of
*' his majesty's royal person, and for the administration of the royal autliority,
" during the continuance of this calamity, in such manner as the exigency of
" the case seems to require.'*

VOL. III. D d
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short preface, moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to

provide for the care of his majesty's royal person, and for the
administration of the regal authority during his majesty's illness.

Leave was accordingly given ; and the bill was brought in and
read for the first time, without a debate, on the day following.

So far in this delicate and important situation of the British

empire, had the minister laid down and successfully put in train,

a system of provisional regency, during the uncertain duration
of his majesty's incapacity, fettered and clogged with restric-

tions and limitations, which it was frequently urged by the gen-

tlemen in the opposition, were industriously calculated to pro-

<luce a weak governmeht with a strong opposition. Mr. hurke
particularly observed, that it was insulting and injurious to the

prince, as his royal highness's conduct had never given, the re-

motest ground for suspecting him of a disposition to abuse pow-
er. It was evidently the intention, and probably the expecta^-

tion of the Britsh minister, that the two houses of the Irish par-

liament should follow the example of those of Great Britain.

This national calamity had too recently followed the declaration

of Irish legislative independence, to ground any reasoiiable ex-

pectation in our cabinet, that the parliament of Ireland would
be dictated to by a British convention, with all the auxiliary

powers and effects intended to be attached to the application of
the great seal. Many grounds of anxiety, mistrust, and alarm,

with reference to the conduct of the Irish on this trying occa-

sion, agitated the breasts of the British and Irish cabinets. The
conscious unpopularity of the Marquis of Buckingham; the

real congeniality of principle in the bulk of every independent
Irishman with that party, which had given them independence
in 1782, and now opposed the galling and humiliating fetters

about to be rivetted on the regent; the sympathy of the true

Irish character, with the native prowess, generosity, and magna-
nimity of the prince ; the national disgust, contempt, and detes-

tation of any thing mean, sordid, and suspicious ; and, above<

all, the brilliant and important occasion of exercising their na-

tional independence in ascertaining and establishing the consti-

tutional boundaries of the royal authority in the person of their

favourite prince. All these considerations, deterred the joint ca-

binet from convening the Irish parliament. From the moment,
however, of the melancholy tidings of the king's malady having

been announced in Ireland, effects were daily more and more dis-

cernable of the rising difficulties, which the government would
have to encounter in persuading or forcing the Irish nation to

adopt the very extraordinary measures of the British cabi-

net.

Amongst the first impressions, which the fatal news of his

ipajesty's incapacity to exercise the executive functions of go-
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vernment produced upon the greatest part of the Irish nation,

was the flattering expectation, of soon seeing an end to the ad-

ministration, which they considered systematicaily inimical to

their wehare. To a change of ministers, they naturally at-

tached a dissolution of parliament. As early, therefore, as in

the month of November, 1788, meetings were had throughout
the kingdom, and associations formed preparatory to the ex-

pected election for a new parhament ; and a common test Vvas

very generally agreed upon to be tendered, and sworn to by
every candidate before he should be entitled to propose himself

«s a representative of either county or borough : the associated

electors bound themselves to each other (generally by oath), to

vote for no man who should refuse to subscribe, and swear to

their test: the purport of which was : Istly. To vote for a per
centage tax upon the property of all absentees. 2dly. For a set-

tlement or commutation of tithes, odly. For the restoration of
the sail cloth manufacture. 4thly. For a bill to limit the pension

list, (with a N. B. that it then exceeded that of England by
8000/.) 5thly. For a reform in the popular representation in
parliament. 6thly. For protecting duties.

On the other hand, the most unlimited discretion and impe-
rative instructions, were received at die Castle from England,
to procure from Ireland a formal recognition, that whomever
Great Britain should appoint as regent, should, ipso facto^ be
received in Ireland with all the restrictions and limitaiions im-
posed upon the regent in Great Britain ; with peremptory or-

ders to convene the parliament the instant his excellency could
answer for a majority for carrying such recognition. Unusual
exertions to gain over the members to that point were used by
all the means, which the Castle influence, aided at that time by
the British treasury, could command. Threats also were cir-

culated, and generally credited, (not rashly, as experience after-

wards proved), that, whoever possessing place or pension, should
vote against the minister, would forfeit, or be deprived. Yet
inasmuch as the Leinster, the Shannon, the Tyrone, and most
other independent interests in Ireland, violently opposed Mr.
Pitt's plan of regency, the canvass of the Castle proved unsuc-
cessful; audit was previously known, that government wo.tid

be left in a minority on the question : they therefore deferred

the evil day as long as possible, and convened the parliament
only on the 5th of February, after the whole plan had been set-

tled, and submitted to by the Prince in England. On an emer-
gency so pressing, the lord lieutenant, who at no time had been
popular, now found himself importuned and harassed beyond
bearing : the deaths of Sir William Montgomery and Lord
Clifden, who held lucrative places under government, brought
upon his excellency a host of besiegers, rather than bescechers,
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who imposed their extortionary demands with aa arrogance in

proportion to the value now known to be set on a single vote at

the Castle.

• A singular measure was about this time carried with a high
hand, which Lord Townshend had once carried, though he were
forced immediately after to abandon it : this was the division

of the revenue and excise board : preparatory to which his ex-

cellency appointed one of the Beresford family to be second
council to the commissioners. About this time also his excel-

lency found it necessary to restore to the officers in barracks

their wonted allowances of firing, which in a former fit of subal-

tern ceconomy he had stopped from them : this pitiful stoppage

had been laid on to the great discontent of the army ; and being

very ungraciously removed, the alleviation was received without

gratitude. The very creatures of the Castle decried the parsi-

monious system pursued within its walls, and contrasted it

against the days of Lord Townshend, who had done more by
table attachments, than his command of the treasury. Amongst
other ceconomical arrangements, the Marquis of Buckingham
about this time appointed an additional commissioner to the

stamp office ; v/hich the people considered as a new and unne-
cessary creature, and in defiance of a statute, which had already

appointed a given number of commissioners. The opposition

to the Marquis of Buckingham's administration, feeling their

own strength, and anxious to lose no part of it, from want of

concert and harmony, met on the 3d of Februar}^, 1789, at Lord
Charlemont's house in Rutland-square, in order to arrange their

plan of operation for the meeting of the parliament.

The session was opened by trie Marquis of Buckingham on
the 5th of February, 1789, who, in his speech* from the throne,

* 13 Journ. Com.

*' My Lords and Gentlemen,
'* WITH the deepest concern I find myself obliged,

'* on opening the present session of parliament, to communicate to you that
" his majesty has been for some time afflicted by a severe malady, in conse-
** quence of which he has not honoured me with his commands upon the mea-
•* sures to be recommended to his parliament.

*•' I have directed such documents as I have received respecting his ma-
** jesty's health, to be laid before you ; and I shall also communicate to you as
*' soon as I shall be enabled, such further information as may assist youi'
•' deliberations on that m.elancholy subject."

*' Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
'* DEEMING it at all times my indispensable duty

** to call your attention to the security of the public credit, and to the mainte-
" nance of the civil and military establishments^ I have ordered the public ac-
" counts to be laid before you.

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
•' IT is unnecessary for me to espreis to you my

^' earn^t v/ishes for the welfare and prosperity cf Irelandj which, in every
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informed the two houses of the severe indisposition with which

the king had been inflicted, and apprized them, that he had di-

rected all the documents respecting his majesty's health, which
could assist their deliberations, to be laid before them. On
the next day, some objections to the address to the lord lieute-

nant, were made, that brought on a very long and interesting

conversation : for as it was the common belief, that the govern-

ment of the Marquis of Buckingham would now be of very

short duration,-* opinions were delivered of his excellency with-

*• situation, I shall always be anxious to promote. Nor need I declare mjr
*' confidence in that affectionate attachment to his majesty, and in that zealous
*' concern for the united interests of both kingdoms, which have manifested
*' themselves in all youi* proceeding's."

* The reason of submittln.i^ to the reader some of these severe censures upon
the Marquis of Bucking-ham is, that they are the strong-est vouchers that caix

be procured of several important facts, necessary to be known to Those, who
take an interest in the g-enuine history of Ireland : and it aj:)pears, that such of
those facts asserted or referred to on this occasion, as were not contradicted
by any of the gentlemen, whose disposition, interest, and duty calltd upoa
them to deny them, (if false), must be admitted as true. 9 Pari. Debates.
Mr. Brown, of the college, said, that he came into the house extremely well-

disposed to dilacerate the public character of the viceroy ; but really it was
now left in so miserable and mangled a condition, that it woiildbe ungenerous,
and unmanly, to attack the small fragment tliat remained. He could only now
talk of what he intended to have done, vhich had been already anticipated by
other assailants. He might have painted the acclamations, w itli w hicli his

administration began ; the disgrace, with which it terniinatcd ; the declara-

tions against jobbing; the actual jobbing that succeeded ; jobbing in the clo-

set ; coercion in tlie offices. A little gnawing, corroding, venemous scrutiny,

which eats its way into the hearts of some poor men, wlio had not strength of
body to hear violent accusation, or strengtli of mind enough to retort on
greater offenders ; which seemed to look out for crimes and forfeitures, as ob-
jects of prey, not of correction. He might have painted an ceconomy, which
instead of applying itself to great objects, such as the pens-ion list, police esta-

blishment, or sinecure offices, fell upon a few miserable military taylors ; and
by depriving them of their little fire, in reality increased, instead of dimi-
nishing, the expence of clothing the arn»y. He might have dwelt on &. proro-
gation of parliament, prejudicial to the public business, and unnecessary, ex-
cept for the purposes of a faction.

Mr Grattan wished that the lord lieutenant had not been introduced into the
address : he said, the expences of the Marjuis of Buckingham were accom-
panied with the most extraordinary professions of ceconomy and censures on
the conduct of the administration, that immediately preceded him ; he had ex-
claimed against the pensions of tlie Duke of Rutland, a man accessible un-
doubtedly to applications, but the most disinterested man on earth, and one
whose noble natUi'e demaiided some, but received no indulgence from the rigid

principles or professions of the Marquis of Buckingliam. He exclaimed
against his pensions, and he confirmed them : he resisted motions made to dis-

allow some of them ; and he finally agreed to a pension for Mr. Orde, tlie se-

cretaiy of the Duke of Portland's ad -iinistralion, whose extravagance was at

once the objtict of his invective, and of his bounty : he resisted his per.sion, if

report says true : and having shewn that it was against his conscience, he
submitted. Mr. Orde can never forgive the Marquis the charges made
against the man he thought proper to reward : the public will never forgive
the pension given to a man the Marquis thought pi'oper to condemn. The
pe.nsion list, saidli^, wIiQse uicrease the INIarquis coudemaed, hs had an oppo-



214 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

out any reserve or tenderness to his character or situation: and
by the turn of the debate, the ministers seemed thoroughly con-

tunity to restrain. A bill limiting the amount of pensions was proposed by an
honourable friend of his, and was resisted by^the Marquis of Buckingham ; his

secretary was the person to oppose that bill, and to give a signal to the servants

of the crown to resist it He assigned his reason, viz. because he thought
his excellency was entitled to the same confidence which had been reposed in

the other viceroys, that is, the confidence, which the Marquis of Buckingham
pathetically declared had been grossly abused. The police was another theme
of his excellency's indignation; he had exclaimed, or had been said to have
exclaimed, against the expence of that establishment. A committee was ap-

poiwted to examine into its utility ; and after a long and minute investigation,

discovered that the turbulence and corruption of the police-men, were at least

equal to the extravagance of the establishment. With that two-fold know-
ledge of its prodigality and its licentiousness, he defended the police esta-

blishment, and resisted a measure to repeal that bill ; defending in parliament

every measure, against which he was supposed to have exhausted his time in

invective and investigation.

The park establishment was supposed also to have excited his indignation.

A motion ^vas made to disallow some of those charges, and resisted by all the

strqngth of his government. He was on these subjects satisfied with a minute
examination, a poor and passionate exclamation, and a miserable acquiescence.

Some of these expences must have stopped, because they were for furniture

and improvement, and were not annual expences ; L^jt the principle remained;

the country was open to the repetition of the charge : and the Maiquis had
only to take credit for the ceasmg of charges, which must for a time have

stopped of themselves, but which, by his influence and resistance in parlia-

ment to motions disallowing them, might be renewed ; but he not only con-

tinued the evils he found ; he introduced a number; on the expences of his

predecessor he introduced jobs of his own. He increased salaries in the de-

partments, which he proposed, and was said to reform. He made by that in-

crease certain places parliamentary objects, which before had not come into

the sphere of what is called parliamentary corruption; and greatly increased

the influence of the crown at the time he affected to reduce the expences of

the nation. The disposition he mane of some of those offices, was in favour

of very worthy men. He would not say that one of them was not yet un-

derplaced, but he did say, that his office ought not to have been raised to his

merits, for his merits were his own, and of course during life ; but the in-

crease was perpetual ; and the increase of salary would never want a pretence

if this argument were admitted. You will easily have that species of oecono-

my, which does at least as much mischief as good, checks peculation, and pro-

motes undue influence. He did not confine himself to the increase of salaries

;

he projected, if fame says true, a number of new offices to be created for the

accommodation of friends, at the public expence, by dividing and splitting

offices or boards, under that worst species of profusion, the mask of ceconomy,

laying the foundation of new salaries hereafter, and increasing undue influence

for the present. BiAt there vras one of his projects he had actually carried

into execution, the revival of an obsolete office, the second counsel to the com-
inlssioners : that office vras the remnant of a wretched job, attempted eighteen

years ago, and put down because impracticable and improper. The division

of the boards of custom and excise, for extending the undue influence of the

crown ; tiiat measure was put down ; but the second counsel, a wretched

remnant, was suffered for a time ; and when the then counsel, Mr. Maunsel,

died, his place also was discontinued. It thus remained on the establishment

an obsolete unoccupied office, until it had been revived by the Marquis of

Buckingham, no doubt, it will be said, fur the purpose of saving. The office

was to be^a great saving to the public ; he was to feed like the first counsel in

the revenue. You are to have two counsel instead of one, to give opinions,

and to receive fees in all revenue procftdings : but this was to be a gre^jt
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scious of commanirmg no longer that docile majority, which

they had so long kept steady in their ranks, and by a look or

savin,?. He was not at present to be consulted in the framing of the money
bills ; but this was a private transaction ; and this was a saving-, on the dura-

tion of which little dependance was to be had. He had stated particular

instances of the expensive genius of the Marquis of Buckingham in the

management of the public money : and in the coui se of one year, the year,

in which even prodigal lord-lieutenants impose on themselves a reserve. But
these particular ins\ances were principles, bad principles : the attempt to

increase the number of oiEces, was an attempt to increase corruption : the
man guilty of that attempt was not pure. The revival of an obsolete useless

office for a friend, was a bad principle ; and if accompanied with extraordinary

profession of public parsimony, was a detestable principle : hyprocrisy, added
to extravagance ! His great objection to the Marquis of Buckingham, was
not merely that he had been a jobber, but a jobber in a mask ! his objection

was not merely, that his administration had been expensive, but that his

expences were accompanied with hyprocrisy: it was the affectation of oeconomy,

attended with a great deal of good, comfortable, substantial jobbing for him-
self and his friends. That led to another measure of the Marquis of Bucking-
ham, which was the least ceremonious, and the most sordid and scandalous

act of self-interest, attended with the sacrifice of all public decorum ; he
meant the disposal of the reversion of the place of the chief remembrancer to

his brother, one of the best, if not the very best office in the kingdom, given in

reversion to an absence, with a great patronage and a compensation annexed.

That most sordid and shameless act was committed exactly about the time
when that kingdom was charged with great pensions for the bnnging home,
as it was termed, absentee employments. That bringing home absentee em-
ployments was a monstrous job ; the kingdom paid the value of the employ-
ment, and perhaps more; she paid the value of the tax also. The pensioner

so paid was then suffered to sell both to a resident, who was free from the tax:

he was then permitted to substitute new and young lives in the place of his

own, and then permitted to make a new account against the country, and to

receive a further compensation, which he was suffered in the same manner to

dispose of. In excuse for that sort of traffic they were told, that they were
not buying places, but principles : the principle of confining the great employ-
ments of that country to residents ; a principle invaluable, they were told, to

her pride and her interest. While they were thus buying back principles, and
while the Marquis of Buckingham was protesting a disinterested regard for

the prosperity of Ireland, in opposition to the principles and the professions, he
disposed of the best reversion in Ireland to his own family ; the only family

in the world that could not, with decency, receive it, as he was the man in the

world, that could not dispose of it to them. After that, Lord Buckingham
was not to be called disinterested ; call him any thing else ;

give him any
appellation you please of ability or activity, but do not call him a public

reformer; do not ridicule him by calling him a disinterested man.
Gentlemen had spoken about public inconstancy, and had dwelled on the

rapid turn of the public mind, in despising now what a year ago it seemed to

idolize ; but let those gentlemen reflect a little. When a man in a high
situation professed to be a reformer ; when he exclaimed against the profu-

sion and memory of his predecessor; when he taught the people to deceive

themselves ; enfeoffed himself in popularity ; shook hands with the populace;

when such a man agreed to no one constitutional or ceconomic bill ; on the
contrary, resisted motions for disallowing extravagance, and bills tending to

secure the country against future extravagance, and set up his own temporary
regulations, his own contingent savings, and casual fractions of osconomy, in

the place of laws ; such a man must speedily forfeit the opinion of die public

;

but when the same man shall, to the crime of omission, add that of commission,
shall increase tlie e^tpences, of wliich be complained, on the principle which
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nod had marshalled to every command, that issued from their

bench.

he alFected to reprobate ; multiply undue influence, and create or revive

offices merely for private gi'atification : and finally, shall attach the best office

of the kingdom to his family, whilst he aftects to attach the love of the public

to his person : such a man could not be surprised at the loss of popularity

;

an event the natural consequence, not of public inconstancy, but of his own
inconsistency ; of his great professions and his contingent savings over-

balanced by his jobbing ; a teazing and minute industry ending in one great

principle of ceconomy, and tarnished by attempts to increase the influence of

corruption, and by a sordid and indecorous sense of private interest.

Sir John (now Lord) Blaquiere, having had particular reason to be dis-

pleased at the marquis's scrutinizing spirit of oeconomy, made a most angry

and personal invective against the lord lieutenant. Mr. Curran spoke largely

upon the question ; but referred not to facts : he strongly opposed the address,

as an address of delay, and improper in its time, nature and circumstances.

He observed, that he found the appeal to the compassion ofthe public stronger

than to their justice. He felt the reverses of human fate. He remembered

this very supplicant for a compliment, to which he pretended only because it

was no compliment, drawn into that city by the people harnessed to his cha-

riot, through streets blazing with illuminations ; and after more than a year's

labour at computation, he had hazarded all on a paragraph, stating no one act

of private or of public good, supported by no man that said he loved him»

attested by no act, that said he r^ght to be beloved, defended not by assertion

of his merit, but an extenuation of his delinquency. So much having been

said of the Marquis of Buckingham's character and conduct as viceroy of

Ireland in face of his secretary and all the supporters of his administration,

historical justice demands, that I should lay before te reader all that was

said in answer to it. Mr M. Mason said Mr. Grattan had argued from two

facts, which he supposed, but of which there was no proof; the pension to

Mr. Orde and the reversion to Mr. Grenville : but of a third, viz. the appoint-

ment of a second counsel to the revenue, he could say, it was realh (Econo-

mical, as revenue causes had so multiplied, that the expence of employing

counsel not connected with the rev'enue was become enormous. Mr. Fitzgib-

bon maintained this appointment not only as an act of ceconomy, but of absolute

necessity ; as one might be attending a trial at Derry, whilst the other was at

Cork. Mr. Boyd spoke to the same effect. Mr. Cony admitted a large

encrease of salary in his appointment (surveyor of the ordnance), but could

at the same time shew som.e savings to the public in his department, which

would fully justify whatever alteration had been made : the intention of the

Alteration was 40 place the management in the hands of men, who might be

supposed above the little arts of plunder and peculation, which had before

disf^raced the department much to the public loss. He had ever opposed the

extension of pensions, and opposition to that practice was one of the condi-

tions, on which he had accepted of office: but he could not see, that the

Marq\iis of Buckingham deserved censure because a bill to limit pensions had

been opposed in his administration. The majority of the house stood pledged

to -oppose the bill : but the marquis had not added a pension to the list. The
soUcitor general assured the house, that the Marquis of Buckingham had
always spoken honourably of his predecessor. The chancellor of the

Exchequer reminded the house, that all the objections which had been made
were either drawn from improved assertions of past misconduct, or suggestions

and conjectures of future impropriety : but he said from expez'ience, that

whenever the books should come under the uispection of the house, tliere

would be ample proof of his excellency's attention to osconomy. Mr. Coot©
said, the soldiers had not been deprived of their allowance of fuel : some
abuses in the disti-ibution of that article indeed had been corrected ; and Jiis

excellency spoke always most handsomely of the Duke of Rutland. Mr.
Cufie (now Lord Tyrawley) confirmed what had been said of the fuel. Mr.
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If the nature of the Irish character be fairly considered, that

they are a p<rople of quick impulse, irascible, generous,

unsuspecting, daring and intrepid, forming the wisest resolu-

tions, but impatient of the delays necessary to bring them to

maturity, and crown their perseverance with success : if it be

considered, that the immediate prospect then before the eyes of

the nation was a change of government, in every principle

and feature differing from that of the Marquis of Buckingham,
composed of those men, who had given their country freedom
and a constitution in 1782, it will be no wonder, that all indepen-

dent men in parliament should have risen unanimously against

a government so little popular ; and even, that many, who had
been fettered to the pernicious system should have indignantly

burst their trammels, and once more stood forward in support

of Irish freedom. Pointed contrasts were drawn between the

conduct of the two independent kingdoms of Great Britain and
Ireland. The parliament of England had been convened, and
the state of the nation boldly investigated in it. Ministers there

dared not irritate the people ; in Ireland, under the same exi-

gency, they suffered every outrage, and that the Irish might not

disagree from the British senate, it was not suffered to assemble.

God had incapacitated their king, and the viceroy had incapaci-

tated the other two estates; by virtue of what authority then did

he retain his lieutenancy ? It was, they said, a paradox in

government, that the representative should continue when the

power deputing had ceased. It was a new phoenomenon, that

the shadow remained when the substance was no more. They
insisted, that lieutenants of Ireland should regulate their conduct

by the constitution of Ireland; and know no other standard;

but they were in fact motionless puppets, until the string which
actuated them was pulled from across the channel.

Secretary Hamilton said that he held his house in the Park as an appendage
of his office : it was an establishment as old as James I. and every thing' there;

had been conducted with frugality: the accommodation he possessed had
been pi-ovided by parliament, and whilst his countrymen approved of it, he
should never be ashamed of his possession.

Mr. Marcus Beresford agreed vvith Mr. Curran, that the administration of
the Marquis of Buckingham exhibited a strong proof of the instability of

human grandeur. But little more than a twelvemonth ago, he was introduced

with the plaudits of the nation and of the senate. Those twelve months he
had with the most sedulous attention employed himself for the benefit of the
country, ccconomizing her expences, and improving her finances. During
these twelve months he had not done a single act to merit reprehension, yet

sucli was the futile disposition of some and the party spirit of others, that an
effort was made to withhold a trifling compliment, v.hile little-minded-men

could scarcely refrain from insulting a chief governor, by whose favour they
hoped no longer to benefit.

VOL. HI. EC
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After an amended and qualified address had been voted in

tlie commons, Mr. Fitzherbert (now Lord St. Helen's) moved,
that the house should on Monday (the 16th) resolve itself into a
committee of the whole house to take into consideration the state

of the nation."* As the evident design of this delay was to pre-

vent the Irish parliament from coming to any resolution relative

to a regency, before the determination of the British parliament

could be proposed to them for their concurrence, it was strongly

opposed, as derogatory to the independence of that kingdom,

and to the dignity and credit of its parliament. Mr. Grattan,

therefore, proposed that the house should meet on the next

Wednesday ; and his amendment after some debate, was car-

ried by a majority of 128 to 74.

A majority of 54 against the minister was an unexpected

thunder clap on the Treasury Bench : insomuch, that when
the chancellor of the Exchequer moved for proceeding imme-
diately upon the business of supply preparatory to the passing

of the money bills, and was opposed by Mr. Grattan, they would
not risk a division ; though by the warmth, with which the

attorney general argued for the propriety of the measure, it was
an object, which government had much at heart.

The 11th of February, 1789, was the great day of contest

upon the regency of Ireland: Mr. Grattan and Mr. Fitzgibbon

took the lead on the opposite sides: the house being in commit-
tee on the state of the nation, after some preliminary conversa-

tion, in which the plan of the castle was candidly avowed by

Mr. Fitzherbert, Mr. Grattan said, that the right honourable

gentleman had stated the plan of the castle to be limitation and

a bill. He proposed to name for the regency of that realniy

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ; in that they per-

fectly agreed and only followed the most decided wishes of the

people of Ireland; they were clear, and had been so from the

first, that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ought, and

must be the regent ; but they were also clear, that he should be

invested with the full regal power
;
plenitude of royal power*

The limitations, which a certain member proposed to impose,,

were suggested with a view to preserve a servile imitation of

the proceedings of another country, not in the choice of a regent,

which was a common concern, but in the particular provisions

and limitations, which were not a common conceni, and which
ought to he, and must be governed by the particular circumstan-

ces of the different countries. The bill, or instrument which

* 13 Journ. Com. p. 11. Tliere might have been more truth tlmn delicacy

in AJiat Mr. Browne (of the Colleg-c) observed in this debate, 9 Pari. Dsb. p.

30. " It was the interest of Lord Buckinp,ham to defer the business of
** appointing a controlling power over him. As long as the money bills went
«« on in their usual course, there was nothing to urge him to expedition to that

<* appointment ; and he sliould expect every kind of trick and artifice on the

•'' part of government, in order to obtain procrastination."
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he called a bill, was suggested on an opinion, that an Irish act of
parliament might pass without a king in a situation to give

, the royal assent, and without a regent appointed bj the Irish

Plouses of parliament to supply his place. The idea of limita-

tion, he conceived to be an attack on the necessary power of

government ; the idea of his bill was an attack on the King of
Ireland. They had heard the castle dissenting from their sug-

gestion. It remained for them to take the business out of their

hands, and confide the custody of the great and important mat-
ter to men more constitutional and respectable. The lords and
commons of Ireland, and not the castle, should take the lead-

ing part in this great duty. The country gentlemen, who pro-

cured the constitution, should nominate the regent. He should

-submit to them the proceedings they intended in the discharge

fof that great and necessary duty.

They proposed to begin by a resolution declaring the incapa-

city of the king, for the present, to discharge ihe personal func-

tions of the regal power. It was a melancholy truth, but a truth

of whicii no man entertained a doubt ; the recover}' of the so-

vereign, however the object of every man's wishes, was that

^mcerLain event, on which no man would presume to despair or
to decide. Having then by the first resolution ascertained the
•deficiency in the personal exercise of the regal power, the next
step would be the supply of that deficiency: that melancholy-

duty fell on the two houses of the Irish parliament ; whether
they were to be considered as the only surviving estates caoable
of doing the act, or as the highest description of his majesty's
people of Ireland. The method whereby he proposed these
^reat assemblies should supply this deficiency, was address.
There were two v/ays of proceeding to these august bodies per-
fectly familiar ; one by way of legislation ; the other by way of
addi-ess. When they proceeded by way of legislation, it w^as

on the supposition of a third in a capacity to act ; but address
was a mode exclusively their own, and complete v/ithout the
interference of a third estate ; it was that known parliamentary
method, by which the two houses exercised those powers to
which they were jointly competent; therefore, he submitted to
them, that the mode by address, was the most proper for sun-
plying the existing deficiency ; and though the address should
on this occasion have all the force and operation of law, yet still

that force and operation arose from the necessity of the case
and were confined to it. They would not profess to legislate
in the ordinary forms, as if legislation were their ordinarv pro-
vince,; they proposed to make an efficient third estate in order
to legislate, not to legislate in order to create the third estate
the deficiency being the want of an efficient third estate. The
creation of such an estate was the only act that deficiencv made
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indispensable ; so limiting their act they would part with their

present extraordinary power the moment they should have exer-

cised it, and the very nature of their act would discharge and
determine their extraordinary authority.

But as the addresses of parliament, though competent on the

event of such a deficiency to create an efficient third estate,

yet would not and could not with propriety annex to their act

the forms of law and the stamps of legislation, it was thought

advisable, after the acceptance of the regency, that there should

be an act passed reciting the deficiency in the personal exercise

of the regal power, and of his royal highness's acceptance of the

regency of the realm, at the instance and desire of the two

houses of the Irish parliament, and further, to declare and enact,

that he was and should be regent thereof during the continua-

tion of his majesty's indisposition. The terms of the act would
describe the pov/ers of the regent ; and the power intended

was, the personal exercise of the full regal authority ; and the

reason why plenitude of regal power was intended by the ad-

dress, and afterwards by the bill, was to be found in the nature

of the prerogative, which was given, not for the sake of the king,

but of the people, for whose use kings and regents, and prero-

gatives were conceived. They knew of no political reason, why
the prerogatives in question should be destroyed, nor any per-

sonal reason v,hy they should be suspended.

He had stated the method to be pursued, indeed the method
almost stated itself; undoubtedly it was not the method pur-

sued by Great Britain ; but the diversity arose from obvious

causes. The declaration of right was omitted in their pro-

ceedings ; why ? Because they knew of no claim advanced

against the privileges of the people. A declaration of right in

such a case, would be a declaration without a meaning ; it would
bespeak an attack, which had not been made, and would be a

defence against no invasion : it would be a false alarm and

hold out false signals of public danger, in times of perfect safe-

ty, confounding and perplexing the public mind ; so that in the

moment of real attack, the people would not be forthcoming.

He objected to a declaration of right in Ireland, therefore, as

bad husbandr}^ of popular artillery. He objected to it also, as

attempting to convey to posterity historic evidence against the

constitutional principles of the second person in his majesty's

dominions, without any ground or pretence whatsoever. For
these two reasons he had not adopted the declaration of right,

conceiving it would in that country be no more than a protesta-

tion against a claim, which had not been made, and therefore

would be a false alarm and a false suggestion.

Their method differed also from that pursued by Great Bri-

tain, inasmuch as they gave the full exercise of the regal power;
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whereas the parliament of Great Britain had imposed limita-

tions ; but he had assigned a general principle why limiiations

were omitted, and would add, that whatever reasons might have
been supposed to exist in England ior those limitations, they

were not so much as pretended in Ireland. He had therefore

thought it unnecessary and improperto enfeeble a government,
which they professed to restore, as he thought it aiso improper
to defend a const.itution, which they acknowledged to be un-

invaded. As the substance of their proceedings was different,

the mode was different aiso, and it was impossible, even though
they wished it, that the mode should be the same. The mode
proposed by the Castle differed from Great Britain more, than

that which he had submitted j that which he had submitted,

departed from the model of England, but did not commit
them with England, nor cast the least reflection on the wis-

dom of her measures. They concurred in the great object,

the regent : in the proceedings necessary to form the regen-

cy, the deliberation of the tv/o countries were governed by
their respective circumstances. In the proceeaings, which he
had submitted, it was sufficient to afHrm, that ail the great

objects, which could attract the care of a nation, were punc-
tiliously attended to ; first, as to their constitution in e\ ery

stage of the business, they exercised the power of a free and an
hidependent house of parliament ; the incapacity of the king to

the personal exercise of the regal povv'cr, they discussed and de-

cided; the deficiency thereby declared, the}' supplied, and hav-

ing supplied that deficiency, they proceeded to legislate, and
give their own work the clothing and stamp of law. As to

their government, they restored it, and restored it to all its

energies, that the concern of the people for the indisposition of
the king, might not be aggravated by a tottering and impotent
administration of public affairs. They also manifested attach-

ment to the royal family, not only by renewing the government
in the person of the heir apparent, but by renewing it in a man-
ner honourable both to Prince and people.

In that great measure he had not relied on his own judgment.
He had had recourse to history, he had looked for the highest

land mark in the British annals, and had found it in tl}e period
of the Revolution.

The address which would be moved, in part of its phraseolo-

gy, was copied from an address voted by the convention parlia-

ment to the Prince of Orange, desiring him to take upon him-
self the conduct of public affairs. The idea of proceeding by-

address was taken also fiom those addresses, which declared
the Prince and Princess of Orange King and Queen of Ireland ;

and the idea of an act was also taken from the same period ; in

the second session of the convention parliament an act passed,
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containing the substance of the addresses last mentioned, and
giving the whole the clothing and form of the law.

There were points, in which the Revolution bore a near re-

semblance to the existing period, as there were other points, in

which it was not only different but opposite. The throne being
full, and the political capacity of the king's existing, the power
of the two houses could not be applied to that part of the mo-
narchical condition ; but the personal capacity of the king, or

rather the personal exercise of the royal power being deficient,

and the laws of the land not having, in the ordinary course of

lav/, made provision for that deficiency, and one of the estates

being incapable, it remained with the other two to administer

the remedy by their own authority : the principle of their in-

terference was established by the Revolution, the operation of

that principle limited by the contingency, the power of the

houses of parliament in the one case extended to remedy a de-

fect in the personal and political capacities of the monarch ; ia

this case it extended only to remedy a defect in the personal

capacity, but in both cases it v/as the power of the houses of par-

liament called upon to interfere by their own authority when
the ordinary course of law had made no provision, and where
the three estates could not supply the defect. He had, there-

fore, had recourse to the precedent of the Revolution in the

mode of supplying the existing deficiency.

Gentlemen had called that an important day ; he would add
to the expression : he would call it a proud day for Ireland ; she

had deserved it, she had struggled hard for her independency,

and she was then disposed to make a most judicious use of it:

it was not a cold, deliberate act, supplying a deficiency in the

regal function ; it was not a judicious, but languid nomination

of a substitute for the exercise of monarchical power; that

country annexed a passion to her proceeding, and kindled in

love and affection to the house of Brunswick^ and the effect of

her exertions, and the great labour of years, in restoring her

constitutional rights and privileges, she now gathered in a har-

vest, which she shared with her princes.

He should therefore move the following resolutions :

*' Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that the
" personal exercise of the royal authority, is, by his majesty's
*' indisposition, for the present interrupted."

The question having been put on the resolution, it passed

without a division.

Mr. Conolly then rose and said, that on that melancholy oc-

casion, which every gentleman in and out of office lamented,

and none more sincerely than he did, it had fallen to the lot of

the two houses to put into the kingly office a substitute for their

beloved sovereign ; and there seemed to be but one mind, which
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"w-as to make that substitute the illustrious person who had, of

all others, the greatest interest in preserving the prerogative of

the crown, and the constitution of the realm.

He entirely coincided in the plan Mr. Grattan had proposed,

because he was convinced it was consonant to the constitution,

and such as his royal highness, to whom he should then move
an address, must necessarily approve. He hoped they would
be unanimous on the occasion. He therefore moved the fol-

lowing resolution :

" Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that an
" humble address be presented to his royal highness to take
•' upon himself the government of this realm, during the con-
" tinuation of his majesty's present indisposition, and no longer,
*' and imder the style and title of Prince Regent of Ireland, in the
" name of his majesty to exercise and administer, according to
*' the laws and constitution of this kingdom, all regal powers,

"jurisdiction, and prerogatives to the crown and government
*' thereof belonging."

The motion was seconded by Mr. George Ponsonby.

Several of the former friends of government supported the

address, when the Attorney General desired the clerk to read
the act of the 4th of William and Mary, chap. 1. sect. 1. which
having ])een done, he requested gentlemen to recollect they were
not debating, whether they were to lay restrictions on the Prince
of Wales, or not ; but to consider, whether the address moved
for were an instrument sufficient to convey to his royal highness
the regal authority, and whether it were such an address as they
ought to present.

Before he proceeded he would observe, that he was perfectly

convinced what he should say would have no manner of effect

on gentlemen, who formed the government on the other side of
the house ; for let them propose whatever address they might
take into their heads, it would certainly be voted : and therefore

he would not have risen to trouble the committee at all, if he
had not been convinced, that the measures proposed were
equally contrary to the common statute law of the realm, and
criminal in the extreme.

He maintained, that the crown of Ireland and the crown of
England were inseparably and indlssolubly united ; and that

the Irish parliament was perfectly and totally independent of

the British parliament.

The first position was their security ; the second was their

freedom ; and when gentlemen talked any other language than
that, they either tended to the separation of the crowns, or to

tlie subjugation of their parliament; they invaded either their

security or their liberty ; in fact, the only security of their

liberty was their connection with Great Britain, and gentlemen
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who risked breaking the connection, must make up their minds

to an union. God forbid he should ever see that day ; but if ever

the day on which a separation should be attempted, should come,

he should not hesitate to embrace an union rather than a sepa-

ration.

Under the Duke of Portland's government the grievances of

Ireland were stated to be

The alarming usurpation of the British parliament.

A perpetual mutiny bill.

And the powers assumed by the privy council.

These grievances were redressed, and in redressing them they

passed a law repealing part of Poynings'. By their nev/ law

they enacted, that all bills, which should pass the two houses

in Ireland, should be certified into England, and returned under

the great seal of England, without any addition, diminution, or

alteration whatsoever, should pass into law, and no other. By
this they made the grea.t seal of England essentially and indis-

pensably necessary oa the passing of laws in Ireland : they could

pass no act without first certifying it in^o England, and having

it returned under the great seal in that kingdom insomuch that

were the King of England and Ireland to come in person, and

to reside in Ireland, he could not pass a bill without its being

first certified to his regent in England, who must return it under

the seal of that kingdom before his majesty could even in person

assent to it. That if the house should by force of an address,

upon the instant, and without any communication with England,

invest a regent with powers undefmed, he said, that when the

moment of reflection came, it would startle the boldest adventu-

rers in England ; and then he reminded gentlemen of the lan-

guage they held with England in the day they asserted their

freedom: '' Perpetual connection; common fortune; we will

'' rise or fall with England ; we will share her liberty, and we
" will share her fate." They then applauded the manly policy

of England, but v/ould not now condescend to receive informa-

tion from her. Did gentlemen recollect the arguments used in

England to justify the fourth proposition of the commercial

treaty ? Ireland, said they, having a parliament of her own, may
think fit to carry on a commerce, and regulate her trade bylaws

different from, perhaps contradictory to, the laws of Great Bri-

tain. How well founded that observation was, they would

prove, if they seized the first opportunity that offered of differing

from Great Britain in a great imperial question ; certainly if it

be the scheme to differ in all imperial questions, and if that be

abetted by men of great authority, they meant to drive them to

an union, and the method they took was certainly more effectual

to sweep away opposition, than if all the sluices of corruption

were opened together, and deluged the country's representa-
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tives ; for it was certain nothing less than the alternative of

separation that could ever force an union.

He would not }ield to any man in personal respect and attach-

ment to ihe Prince of Wales. No man could think of him more
highly than he did; but he would manifest his respect and
attachment to the Prince of Wales, by endeavouring to preserve

entire the imperial crown, which in the course of nature would
descend to him, and which they then were, by an act of criminal

rashness, about to deprive of its best appendage. He would not

insult the Prince of Wales by an address^ which could not

confer on him the shadow of royal power ; he wished to invest

him with substantial royal powers, which he might execute

consistently with the laws, by which he was to govern. Would
any man say, that they were now in full parliament? Was not

his majesty, George the Third, to whom they had all sworn
allegiance, living ? and he hoped God in his mercy would soon

restore him. Was not his lord lieutenant there in full authority?

What had they then to do? As soon as it should be certified,

that the Prince of Wales was invested with the authority of

regent in England, but to pass an act to invest him with that

authority in Ireland. Send that act to the prince regent in

England ; he would then have the command of the great

seal of England, and return the act authenticated according to

law.

His lord lieutenant might then, by his command, give the

royal assent to it ; and who would say that it would not be a

law of the land ? But suppose the Prince did not accept the

regency in England ; suppose their address should reach hiin

before he was actually invested with royal powers in England,
in what situation would you put him ? They would call on him,
m defiance of two acts of parliament, which made the crowns
inseparable, to dethrone the king his father. They would call

upon him to do an act now, at which hereafter his nature would
revolt. They were false friends of the Prince of Wales, who
should advise him to receive an address, that might give him
cause to curse the hand, which presented it. He knew, that

liberties indecent in the extreme had been taken with the name
of that august personage. He knew it had been whispered,
that every man, who should vote against the address, would be
considered as voting against him, and treating him with dis-

respect ; but if any man had had the guilt and folly to poison the
mind with such an insinuation, he trusted to his good sense to

distinguish his friends ; he w^ould trust to his good sense to
determine, whether they were his friends, who wished to guard
the imperial rights of the British crown, or they who would
stake them upon the momentary and impotent triumph of SkU

VOL. iii-i r f
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English party. What matter to the prince, whether he receiv-

ed royal authority by bill or by address I Was there a man who
would persume to libel him, and to assert, that the success of

that measure would be a triumph to him ?

There was a feature in the proceeding which, independent of
every other objection to it, did in his mind make it highly re-

prehensible, and that was, that he considered it as a formal ap-

peal from the parliament of England to that of Ireland. Re-
specting the parties, who made that appeal he should say no-

thing : but although there might be much dignity on their part

in receiving the appeal, he could not see any strong symptoms
of wisdom in it ; because by so doing he should conceive we
must inevitably sow the seeds of jealousy and disunion between

the parliaments of the two countries ; and though he did not by
any means desire of the parliament of that country implicitly to

follow the parliament of England, he should suppose it rather a

wise maxim for Ireland always to concur with the parliament of

Great Britain, unless for very strong reasons indeed they were
obliged to differ from it. If it were to be a point of Irish digni-

ty to differ with the parliament of England to show their inde-

pendence, he very much feared that sober men in that country,

who had estates to lose, would soon become sick of indepen-

.dence. The fact was, that constituted as it was, the govern-

ment of that country, never could go on, unless they followed

Great Britain implicitly in all regulations of imperial policy*

The independence of their parliament was their freedom ; their

dependence on the crown of England was their security for that

freedom ; and gentlemen, who professed themselves, that night,

advocates for the independence of the Irish crown, were advo-

cates for its separation from England.

They should agree with England in three points :....one king,

one law, one religion. They should keep these great objects

steadily in view, and act like v/ise men, if they made the Prince

of Wales their regent, and granted him the plenitude of power,

in God's name let it be done by bill ; otherwise he saw such

danger, that he deprecated the measure proposed. He called

upon the country gentlemen of Ireland ; that that was not a

time to think of every twopenny grievance, every paltry disap-

pointment sustained at the castle of Dublin; if any man had

been aggrieved by the viceroy, and chose to compose a philippic

on the occasion, let him give it on the debate of a turnpike bill,

where it would not be so disgraceful to the man who uttered it,

and to those who would not listen to him, as it would be on the

present occasion. He abominated the idea of restraining the

prince regent in the power of making peers in that country, or

in limiting him 'in the power of making grants on the narrow

principles of suspicion and distrust. That was a question,
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wKIch rested upon very different ground in that country from
that on which it had been taken up in England ; and if gentle-

men could reconcile to themselves a precedent for adopting in

that country, a different form of executive government from that

established in England, he had not the smallest apprehension

that the powers, which might be committed to the Prince

of Wales by the parliament of Ireland, would be abused by
him.
The secretary of state said he lamented, that he was under

the necessity of differing from those gentlemen, with whom he
commonly acted, as to the mode suggested by them, of appoint-

mg a regent : he thought it should be done by an address, and
that it could not be done by an act of parliament, though he

agreed that an act of parliament might be proper to gjve the

forms of law to the appointment of the two houses of parlia-

ment ; but this was proper only because judges looked into the

statute book, and not into the journals of parliament, for their

direction in expounding the law ; but he affirmed, that the lords

and commons of Ireland, whether assembled in parliament or in

convention, were fully competent to supply every deficiency in

the supreme executive, from whatever cause such deficiency

might arise.

A very long and violent debate ensued, the whole weight of

which on one side fell upon the Attorney-General, who display-

ed extraordinary firmness and talent in opposing so powerful
and confident a majority. Just before the close of the debate,

Mr. Grattan endeavoured to recal the minds of gentlemen to

the then posture of it. They had gained ground in the argu-

ment ; the limitations were not defended : they were not, it was
true, given up ; they were alleged to be intended, and acknow-
ledged to be indefensible ; proposed, scouted, and adhered to;

and in the contempt, into which that part of the plan of the castle

had fallen, the vile insinuations of intended prodigality, and per-

A'erted bounty,(insinuations maliciously whispered against a great

personage) had also fallen, and remained in the contempt they

deserved. So far the plan stood condemned in the opinion of

its principal supporters. Much personal satire and invective

passed from both sides : and although it may be truly asserted,

that no majority in the Irish House of Commons had ever cost

so little to the countr}', it can not be dissembled that most, who
had quitted their ranks on this occasion to vote for the address,

speculated more confidently upon the future prospects under a
new administration, than upon the chances of retaining the terms
of their former engagements. About three o'clock the question

having been put upon the resolution, it was carried without a

division. During this debate some riots happened in the pur-

li-eus of the house, said to have been committed by gentlemen
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of tne College on some oi" the police men : several persons with

arms having assailed the door-keepers, constables, he. ttow-
evcr the geiiiiemen oi the College were acquitted ot the charge

by some ot the members, who quitted the debate to enquire into

the cause of the rioting.

On the 16th ol the month the House of Lords met according

to their last aujournmeiit, when a motion was made for a further

adjournment, (it being now the primar) object oi government to

extend the Chapter oi Accidents by gaming time) but was re-

jected. The Earl of Chailemont then moved ror the address

to the prince in the words of that, which had been voted in

the commons, which with some amendment was carried by

a majority of 19*. The address as amended, was as fol-

lows :

To His Royal Highness George Prince of Wales.
The humble Address oi the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and

Commons in Parliament assembled.

" May it please your Royal Highness.

" WE, his majesty's most dutiful and loyal
*' subjects, the lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons
" of Ireland in parliament assembled, beg leave to approach your
" royal highness with hearts full of the most loyal and affection-

*' ate attachment to the person and government of your royal fa-

*' ther, to express the deepest and most grateful sense of the

/' numerousblessings which we have enjoyedunder that illustrious

" house, whose accession to the throne of these realms has es-

" tablished civil and constitutional liberty, upon a basis which
" we trust will never be shaken ; and at the same time to con-
'' dole with your royal highness upon the grievous malady with
*' which it has pleased Heaven to afflict the best of sove-
" reigns.

" We have, however, the consolation of reflecting, that this

" severe calamity hath not been visited upon us until the
*' virtues of your roN al highness have been so matured, as to en-

" able your rov-ii highness to discharge the duties of an impor-
" tant trust, for the performance whereof, the eyes of all his

*' majesty's subjects of both kingdoms are directed to your royal
*' highness.

" We therefore beg leave humbly to request, that your royal
" highness will be pleased to take upon you the government of
*' this realm during the continuation of his majesty's present in-

" disposition, and no longer ; and under the style and title of
** Prince Regent of Ireland, in the name and on behalf his ma^

* 6 Lords Jonr. p. 233. The contents, with the proxies, being- 45, and the

non-contents 26, a protest was entered by most of tlie minority, v liich see in

Appendix, No. LXXX. Protests are often the most authentic documents of

the grounds upon which particular measures are supported or opposed.
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*' jesty, to exercise and administer according to the laws and
" constitution of this kingdom, all regal powers, jurisdiction,

*' and prerogatives to the crown and government thereof be-
** longing."

On the next day (17th) a message was received by the com-
mons from the lords, that they had concurred with the com-
mons in their address with the amendment, which the attorney-

general endeavoured to convert to the purpose of delay, by pro-

posing a conference upon it with the lords, and even by object-

ing to some grammatical inaccuracies in the wording of the

amendment. It was however insisted upon by Mr. Ponsonby
and odiers, that as the lords had agreed to the address upon the

same principles as the commons, no delay should be permitted

;

the question therefore having been put upon the lords amend-
ment, it was carried unanimously. On the 19th both houses

waited upon the lord lieutenant with their address, and request-

ed him to transmit it to his royal highness. With this request

his excellency refused to comply ; returning for answer, that

under the impressions he felt of his official duty, and of the

oath he had taken, he did not consider himself warranted to lay

before the prince an address, purporting to invest his royal high-

ness with powers to take upon him the government of that

realm, before he should be enabled by law so to do ; and there-

fore was obliged to decline transmitting their address to Great

Britain.

Upon the return of the commons to their own house, and the

answer of the lord lieutenant being reported to them, INIr. Grat-

tan observed, that in a case so,extremely new, it would be high-

ly improper to proceed with hurry or precipitation ; the house
was called upon to act with dignity, firmness, and decision ;

and therefcie, that due time might be had for deliberation, he
would move the question of adjournment ; which was put and
carried without opposition.

On the day following Mr. Fitzherbert moved, that the lord

lieutenant's answer should be entered on the journals.

Mr. Grattan said, he was satisfied to let the answer be enter-

ed on the journals, in order to make way for some resolutions,

which he intended to propose, as necessary to carry the inten-

tion of the two houses into efi'ect, and as a vindication of their

honour and constitutional conduct.

The answer being entered on the journals, Mr. Grattan
moved, " that his excellency the lord lieutenant having thought
" proper to decline to transmit to his Royal Highness George
*' Prince of Wales, the address of both houses of parliament, a
" competent number of members be appointed by this house,
" to present the said address to his royal highness."
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^This motion brought on a very warm debate, in which the
attorney-general travelled again over the whole of his ground,
but with no more effect than before : Mr. Grattan's motion was
carried by a majority of 130 against 74.

Then Mr. Grattan moved, '' that Mr. ConoUy should attend
*' the lords with the said resolution, and acquaint them, that the
'* commons requested them to appoint members of their own
*' body to join with the members of the commons in presenting
*' the said address."

This also passed without any division ; and Mr. Conolly went
up to the lords accordingly.

The message received in reply was, that the lords had con-

curred in the resolution of the commons, and had appointed his

Grace the Duke of Leinster and the Earl of Charlemont to join

with such members as the commons should appoint to present

the address of both houses to his Royal Highness the Prince of

Wales.
Mr. Grattan then moved, " that the Right Honourable Tho-

*' mas Conolly, the Right Honourable J. O'Neil, the Right
*' Honourable W. B. Ponsonby, and J. Stewart, Esq. should
" be appointed commissioners on the part of the commons for
*' the purpose of presenting the address to his Royal Highness
*' the Prince of Wales," and they were appointed unanimously.

These motions having passed, Mr. Grattan then moved,
*' that the two houses of parliament had discharged an indis-
*' pensable duty, in providing for the third estate of the Irish
*' constitution (rendered incomplete through the king's incapa-
*' city) by appointing the Prince of Wales regent of Ireland.

Mr. Grattan afterwards moved, "' that it be resolved, that
*' his excellency the lord lieutenant's answer to both houses of
" parliament, requesting him to transmit their acidress to his
*' Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, is ill advised, contains
" an unwarrantable and unconstitutional censure on the pro-
" ceedings of both houses of parliament, and attempts to ques-
" tion the undoubted rights and privileges of the lords spiritual
*' and temporal and commons of Ireland." To which Sir

Frederick Flood, though he had voted for the address, object-

ed, believing that whilst his excellency acted erroneously, he
still acted up to the best of his judgment: and the attorney-

general moved the following amendment, " although that house
" could not know the impressions of official duty, nor the obli-

" gation of the oath under which his exellency felt himself
'' obliged to act, and although his Royal highness the Prince of

* 9 Par. Deb. p. 128. On this occasion Mr. Gi-attan would not speak, al-

leging after a division, that it was a timeyor acting, not speaking, 153. A list

of the majority and minority mar be 9«en in the Appendix, No. LXXXI.
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" Wales were not yet invested with the powers of regent in

" Great Britain." On the division, 78 were for Mr. Fitzgib-

bon's amendn eat, and 119 against it.

The motion was opposed principally on the ground of its

being considered as the foundation of a vote of censure on the

lord lieutenant ; and after a long debate, the house divided

;

for the question 130, against it 71.

Captain Burgh also proposed as an amendment, to add the

following vv^ords to the original resolution, " inasmuch as the
" said lords and commons had proceeded to appoint his royal
" highness, &c. illegally and unconstitutionally," which amend-
ment was negatived without a division.

On the 25th Mr. Monk Mason reported from the committee

of supply, that on the 25th of March, 1788, the debt of the

nation was 2,240,204/. 14^. Sd, ; and when the resolution was
read, that provided for the national debt, the annuities, and
establishments, Mr. Grattan moved an amendment by inserting

the words " two months, ending on the 25th of May, 1789.'*

Upon this occasion, Mr. Brownlow, observed (as the fact was)
that he was no party man, neither had he any ends to answer
contrary to the welfare of the country, yet he thought it right to

proceed with caution : and as it had been shewn that they had
not time to investigate the accounts, that, in his mind, was
gufficient ground for the amendment.
The lord lieutenant had thought proper to refuse transmitting

the address of the two houses to the Prince of Wales ; this had
given cause for some difference and animadversion between his

excellency and the two houses ; the truth was, his excellency

was at variance with the two houses, and it behoved them to

take care of themselves. He should never forget the affair

of Lord Townshend, who prorogued the parliament, and pro-

tested against their proceedings, for the commons exercising a
right of originating bills of supply j a right" in which lay the

very essence of all their privileges. What Lord Townshend
had done. Lord Buckingham might do, if they passed the

supply for a year ; nay he might, and perhaps would dissolve

them, and then how could they look at their constituents, who
would naturally say, you have deserved all this ; for when
we put our purse in your hands, you very foolishly let go the

strings.

Mr. Griffith considered the two houses committed against,

and in a state of warfare with the chief governor, and he could
expect nothing less than a dissolution of parliament if the sup-
plies were once granted for a year.

The attorney-general admitted, that (Mr. Brownlow) had
fairly and openly avowed his reason for supporting a short

money bill j it was to hinder the lord lieutenant from exercis-
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ing an undoubted right of proroguing or dissolving parliamentr

He recollected the event referred to by the right honourable

gentleman. He recollected Lord Townshend's proroguing the

parliament ; and he recollected when next they met, they voted

him an address of thanks, which address cost the nation

half a million of money. He hoped to God he should never

again see such effects from party. He hoped to God he should

never again see half a million of the people's money employed

to procure an address from their representatives ; he had ever

endeavoured to defend the people, and ever should oppose mea-

sures, which might lead to an address that would cost them half

a million.^

* This debate upon Mr. Grattan's motion for a short money bill, most
intimately affects a point of modern Irish history beyond any other necessary

for the annalist to ascei-tain. Noman can be ignorant of the loud and frequent

clamour that has been raised, particularly within these last 20 years, against

the corruption and venality of the Irish government and parliament, to the

account of which, many have laid an uniform system of oppression, coercion,

and cruelty that have occasioned, rather than checked the late outrages and
calamities of the nation. Whilst others have founded the necessity of union

in the incorrigible inveteracy of these very evils. It will be impossible to

form a right judgment upon this leading point, until certain facts are admitted

or disproved. The author's duty is to supply his reader with the best evi-

dence the nature of the case admits of. The singular coincidence of a falling

•and rising power acting at one time upon a body of 300 men, at no time famed
for rigid inflexibility of principle, a majority made up chiefly of deserters from
habits of ease and conveniency, to a promising standard of lucrative principle,

a race of ingratitude for past and avidity for future favours, certainly produced
an unprecedented opportunity for extracting truths, which might otherwise

have lain for centuries smothered under the concordatum of interest, secrecy

and combination. The Irish parliamentary debates taken, collected, and
arranged by Mr. Giffard, are the chief resource a stranger has for matter upon
the latter history of Ireland from the year 1781. If any bias can be supposed

to have affected his pen, it will be concluded to have been on the part of govern-

ment. This gentleman in the outset of volunteering was so conspicuously

prominent in the cause of freedom, as to have attracted the notice and acquir-

ed the confidence, esteem, and intimacy of the Duke of Leinster : at that

time his family was larger than his means, and the favours of his grace were
more flattering than lucrative. His talents which were above mediocrity were
noticed by gover ment, and he was engaged at a handsome salary to report

for the castle, and upon trial of his ability and fidelity to his employers v.'as

rewarded by a place in the customs. We have before remarked, that Lord
Townshend had, at a very heavy expence to the nation, broken up an aristocra-

cy, that before his time had monopolized the whole power of the commons
and regularly bargained for terms with every new lieutenant for managing the
House of Commons. Mr. Fitzgibbon (and ho man knew better), now admit-
ted, that this mancewvre cost the nation upwards of half a -inillion : that is, that

he had paid or granted so much to purchase that majority in parliament, by
which he governed to the end of his administration. We further learn frona

Mr. Giffard's report of this debate, that Mr. Bushe observed, from what his

right honourable friend (Mr. Fitzgibbon), had said, he almost imagined he
intended to vote on the other side: for when he had said, that one prorogation
and address had cost the nation half a million, he did not suppose he would
run the risk of another. That prorogation had taken place for want of a short
money-bill, which was the best reason against granting a long one on the pre-

sent occasiou : uud us that prorogation cost half s* million, as every article bad
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The committee of the two houses of parliament arrived i^^

I^ondon on the 25th of February, 1789, and the day following

presented their address to the Prince of Wales at Carlton-

house. As the convalescent state of his majesty's health v/as

at that time apparent, his royal highness, after returning his

warmest thanks for the address, and expressing the satisfaction

he received from the proof it afforded of their loyal and affec-

tionate attachment to the person and government of the king,

acquainted them with the fortunate change that had taken place.

Within a few days, he hoped, that the joyful event of his majes-

ty's resuming his government, would enable him to give them a

final answer, and make it only necessary for him to repeat those

sentiments of gratitude and aff'ection to the loyal and generous

people of Ireland, which he felt indelibly imprinted on his

heart.*

risen, perhaps it would not be unreasonable to suppose a prorogation at the
present day might cost a wliole million, which expence mig-ht be cut off by a
short money-bill. It is to be observed, that Mr. Bushe had some time before
quitted the ranks of patriotism, and accepted a place under government. I
find in another report of this debate, " that Mr. George Ponsonby rose to
" express his indignation at the idea of placing parliament in die power of the
*^' viceroy : he said, that it had already been stated, that a similar measure had,
" on a former occasion, lost that country half a million of money, by which a
** corrupt parliament had been laid prostrate at the feet of the viceroy. Were
" they that House of Commons ? Would half a million, or a whole million,
*' tempt them to swerve from the dvuy to their country," C Dublin Evening
Packet, 25th February, 1789^. Of this avowal, or boast, or taunt, or threat of
parliamentary venality from the mouth of the attorney-general, we have this
further evidence from Mr. Grattan, (in his answer to I.,ord Clare's speech.
Dab. 1800. p. 18). " Half a viilUon, or tnore, was expended some years agoto
*' break an opposition ; the same, or a greater sum 7)iay be nectssary no'w : so
•' said the principal servant of the crown. The house heard him : I heard
" him : he said it standing on his legs to an astonished and an indignant nation ;

" and he said it in the most extensive sense of bribery and corruption. The
*• tlireat was proceeded on ; the peerage was sold ; the caitiffs of corruption
*• were everywhere ; in the lobby, in the street, on the steps, and at the door of
<* every parliamentary leader, whose thresholds were worn by the members of
" the then administration, offering titles to some, amnesty to others, and corrup-
** tion to all."

* The following was the answer of his Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales.

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
*' The address from the lords spiritual and temporal, and

* commons of Ireland, which you have presented to me, demands my warmest
" and earliest thanks. If any thing could add to the esteem and affection I
" have for the people of Ireland, it wuukl be the loyal and affectionate attach-
" ment to the person and government of the king, my father, manifested in the
" address of the two houses.
" What they have done, and their manner of doing it, is a new proof of

" their undiminished duty to his majesty, of their uniform attachment to
>*' the house of Brunswick, and their constant attention to maintain inviolate
*' the concord and connection between the kingdoms of Great Britain and
'• Ireland, so indispensably liccessary to the prosperity, the happinesS; and the
*' liberties of both.

VOt. III. G g
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On the 24th of February, his majesty's disorder had taken so

favourable a turn, that the chancellor informed the British

House of Peers, that he had on that day attended his majesty by

his express command, and had found him perfectly recovered*

On the 2d of March, the speaker of the House of Commons in

Ireland communicated to the house the letter which he had
received from the delegates, with the Prince's answer to their

address, which were ordered to be entered on the journals.

The happy turn in his majesty's health worked a very happy

change in the marshalling of the House of Commons. As the

late gloomy prospect of a change in the Irish administration, had

driven many gentlemen to the opposition benches, Mr. Grattan

was willing to avail himself of the earliest fruits of their conver-

sion ; accordingly, on the 3d of March, 1789, he oifered to the

house a resolution which he thought absolutely necessary, from

SI transaction that had lately taken place. He thought it neces-

sary to call the'attention of the house to certain principles, which

the gentlemen, with whom he had generally the honour to coin-

cide, considered as the indispensable condition, without which

no government could expect their support, and which the pre-

sent government had resisted.

The first was a reform of the police : at present the institu-

tion could only be considered as a scheme ofpatronage to ti:e Cas-

tle, and corruption to the city ; a scheme which had failed to an-

swer the end of preserving public peace, but had fully succeed-

ed in extending the influence of the Castle.*

It had been thrown out on a former occasion, when he had
intimated his intention of reforming the poli-ce, that the bill to

be proposed would be as bad as that at present existing ; but.

that assertion was not founded in truth. The bill, which he

*' If, in conveying my grateful sentiments on thejr conduct, in relation to the
" king, my father, and to the inseparable interest of the two kingdoms, I find

*' it impossible to express adeqtiately my feelings on what relates to myself, I

" trust you will not be the less disposed to believe, that I have an understand-
** ing to* comprehend the value of what they have done, a heart that must re-

** member, and principles that will not suffer me to abuse their confidence.

* But the fortimate change which has taken place in the circumstance, which
•' gave occasion to the address agreed to by the lords and commons of Ireland,
•* induces meto delay, for afew days, giving a final answer; trusting, that the
•' joyful event of his majesty's resuming the personftl exercise of his royal au-
*' thoritv, mav then render it only necessary for me to repeat those sentiments
" of gratitude and affection to the loyal and generous people of Ireland, which.

" feel indelibly imprinted on my heart.'*

* In this debate, Mr. Curran, perceiving that the opposite side of the house

regained their pints and deserters, complimented the prime serjeant on the

recovery of his tongue : what the distress and depression of his friend and pa-

tron had not been able to produce, his return to prosperity had effected : the

learned member was no longer tongue tied : mute during his disgrace, he was
clamorous en his eievation. 9 farl. Delfa^?s, p. 265.
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would introduce, was intended to rescue the corporation of the

cky out of the court, and to make them responsible to the public

for their conduct; to restore the peace and liberty of the city;

and to guard against any abuse of power in those, to whom the

guardianship ol that peace and liberty should be committed.
This bill had in the last session been stated as necessary, but

had been resisted by Lord Buckingham's government; but it

should now be soon introduced.

Another principle much desired, was to restrain the abuse of

pensions by a bill similar to that of Great Britain. That principle,

he said. Lord Buckmgham had resisted, and his resistance to it

was one great cause of his opposing his government. To this

hewould add another principle, the restraining revenue officers

from voting at elections •- this, he observed, was a principle of

the British parliament, and it was certainly more necessary in

Ireland, from what had lately taken place, where, by a certain

union of family interests, countries had become boroughs, and
those boroughs had become private property.

But the principle to which he begged to call the immediate
attention of the house was, that of preventing the great offices

of the state from being given to absentees: that was a principle

admitted by all to be founded in national right, purchased by li-

beral compensation, and every departure from it must be con-

sidered as a slight to the nobility and gentry of Ireland, who
certainly were better entitled to the places of honour and trust

in their own country, than any absentee could possiblv be ; but be-

sides the slight shewn to the nobility and gentry of Ireland, by
bestowing places of honour, of profit, and of trust on absentees,

the draft of money from this country, the institution of deputies
(a second establishment unnecessary, were the principals to re-

side), the double influence arising from this raised the abuse in-

to an enormous grievance.

He said, after the nation had recov^ered its liberty, one of the
first objects was to bring home the gr^at offices of the state :

these had been taken away in an unjust manner, and in violation

of native right, when the country was under oppression. He
did not mean to enter into a question, whether too much was
paid for bringing home great employments ; he would not dis-

pute the price, as it was the purchase of a principle ; but the
principle being once established, that it was wise and honours**

ble in the nation to purchase home the great offices of the state:

and this having been actually reduced to practice in instances of
the chancellorship of the exchequer, the vice-treasurership, the
clerk of the crown and hanapcr, &c. it followed as a necessary
consequence, that the granting away again great places to
absentees, must be highly improper, and a gross violation of th'i

principle purchased by the natioa.
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He then adverted to the reversionary patent granted to Mr.
Grenville. Of that gentleman's merits in his own country he

would say nothing ; there could be no reason for granting

him a great employment in Ireland, where it was most certain

he never would reside ; and therefore in condemning the grant,

no one had a right to argue, that it was condemned as a grant

to the lord-lieutenant's brother, but as a grant to a person that

must necessarily be an absentee ; it must be condemned as a slight,

and an affront to the native resident nobility and gentry of Ire-

land.

He asked the house, were they ready to submit to such an in-

sult ? Were they ready to submit to have the principle, which

thev had purchased violated ? W^ere they ready to return to

that state of degradation and contempt, from which the spirit of

the nation had so lately emancipated itself? If they were not,

they would not hesitate to come to a resolution, asserting the

principles, which they had purchased. He would submit such

a resolution, worded in the most guarded manner, not attacking

the prerogative of the crown to grant, but condemning the ad-

vice, by which the crown was misled to abuse that prerogative.

He then moved the following resolution :

" Resolved^ That recommendations for the purpose of grant-

'' ing the great offices of this kingdom, or the reversion of great
'^ offices to absentees, are improvident and prejudicial, especially

" now as great annual charges have been incurred by making
'' compensation to absentees for resigning their offices, that

" those offices might be granted to residents."

After a very violent personal altercation between Mr. Par-

sons and Mr. Grattan,* the latter gentleman resumed his argu-

* Scarcely had Mr. Grattan concluded his speech, than Mr. Parsons rose to

speak; when he was interrupted by Mr. Grattan, who said, that if the ho-

nourable g-entleman rose to second his motion, he would withdraw it. Upon
which Mr. Parsons instantly launched out into a most infuriated Philippic

against Mr. Grattan, and his whole political conduct. To this Mr. Grattan

inade the following- reply : 9 Pari. Debates, p. 257.
•' Sir, the speech of the honourable member has been so disorderly and ex-

• ' traordinary, that the house will permit me to make an immediate reply. He
" talks of simple repeal, he does not understand that question ; he does not
*« know whether that measure was right or wi-ong. He speaks of renuncia-
** tion ; of that he is equally ignorant. The merits or demerits of either ques-

" tion, or of both questions, surpass liis capacity. He has arraigned mycon-
•' duct, but his observations are as feeble as tliey are virulent. The member
•' is a melancholy proof, that a man may be scurrilous, v.ho has not capacity to

*' be severe. He speaks of the public grant of 50,000/. ; and he gays, 1 got
** thai for bungling, what the patentee was so fortunate to complete. He says
" so, but why he should say so, or on what grounds he talks, he is totally unable
" to explain'; he repeats a sentence which he has heard, but the force or mean-
*' ing, or foundation for the sentence, the member cannot set forth ; the jingle

" of a period touches his ear ; and he repeats it, and he knows not why. The
'^* Calumny urged against me by the member, is not his own. (Dublin Eien,
'* Packet.J ^Ir. Higgins has said it better Uian the honourable gentleman ; the
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ment and said, that giving away the great offices of this kingdom
to absentees, was taking away the property of this country, and

*' Freeman's Journal has stated it better, and with much more ingenuity than
" the honourable gentleman: but Mr. Higginsis a liar; the Freeman's' Jour-
** nal is a liar ; it is not unparliamentary to say, that tlie authority fiom which
*' the gentleman draws hix argument, is a liar, a public pitiful liar ! He said,
*' he did not mean that the honourable gentleman was a liar, but that the paper
*' from which he had borrowed his authority, was a liar, a positive liar !" Here
Mr. Parsons rose and stepped towards Mr. Grattan, made use of some words,
which, for the honour of pai-liamcnt, are not repeated. Mr. Grattan sat down.
The house immediately called out, " custody ! custody !" and the speaker
ordered the galleries to be cleared : it \\'as near two hours before order was
completely restored.

The character of this Mr . Higgins, who died last year possessed of a for-

tune of about 40,000/. is highly illustrative of the system, which generated,
fostered and pampered this species of reptile more frequently known in Ireland,

than elsewhere : ex una disce plnres.

This man was known by the appellation of the Sbavi Esquire : he was a
singular mstance of what may be done in life by strict attention to private ends,
without regard to the means, which so often retard the advancement of mea
of principle. Born ofobscure parents, he rose through the successive stations

of errand-boy, shoe-black, and waiter in a porter's house, to an attorney's

clerk, in which situation his talents were not contined to the desk. His mas-
ter's pleasures found an attentive minister in him, and he found additional
profits in his master's pleasures He soon began to look for money and connec-
tions, and fixed his mind on the daughter of a very respectable and opulent
citizen in Dublin, who was a Catholic : he procured an introduction to the
family through a priest, whom he deceived, iu declaring himself the only son
of a gentleman of 3000/. a year ; the nephew of a counsellor, and a member of
die Irish parliamoU, whose presumptive heir, as having r.o children, he also

was. He feigned a wish to conforn) to the Catholic religion, in w hich he had
been christened, though educated a Protestant, thinking thereby to ingratiate
hhnself with the family, and vras received into the Catholic "church. The
imposture was soon detected, and Mr. Higgins confined to gaol, where he
improved the only real know ledge he ever possessed, which was tlie lowest
ai"t of crown law. He afterwards became an attorney. He then atteixlcfl

gaming tabels and brothels. He drew great advantages by lending money to
the unfortunate adventurers, and managing to defend or keep oft" prosecutions
from the infamous supporters of those receptacles of iniquity. In his specu-
lations towards advancement, he considered the conunand of a newspaper as
an essential weapon both oftensive and defensive. To attain this very necessary
article, he insinuated himself into the acquaintance and confidence of the
proprietor of a print, then in some degree of estimation, the Freeman's Journal.
This gentleman was in very embarrassed cii-cum.stances. Mr. Higgins lent

him 50/. and watching his oppoi^tunity when he thought his distress at the
height, suddenly arrested him for the money : to ]:)rocure his liberty, he wa;?
glad to transfer to his creditors the property of the pajicr for one fourth of its

value.

This pap.er had hitherto been prominently conspicuous on the patriotic side
of the question, and was therefore the more saleable a commodity in the hands
of this new proprietor. He nxade his terms with the castle i and from that
lime forv\"ard his paper was the most subservient to, and tlierefore the most fa«
voured by the minister. This man had the address, by coarse iiatterv and
assumed arrogance, to worm himself into the intimacy of several persons of
rank, fortune, and consequence in the country, who demeaned themselves by
their obsequiousness to his art, or sold themselves to him for his unqualified
enterprise in maligning their enemies, or bearing them out of difficulties or
disgrace. This man, ready for every job for whicli he should be paid, under
ioiivi. natiii-al suspicious that the retUi'U of the Mai-quis of i^uckingham to
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carrying it abroad. He asked, what claim had Mr. Orde for

the pension of seventeen hundrea pounds a year he had got on
this establishment? What claim could any secreiary have for

either pension or employment .'' It the principle be admitted,

that the giving away offices to absentees is injurious to the kmg-
dom, then his motion could not be resisted.

The attorney general said, he should be extremely glad to

see the whole patronage of the crown in Ireland bestowed upon
the members of both houses of parliament^ and he had no doubt

if things went on a little longer in the train, in which for some
time they had been, that object would be obtamed.

A very warm debate ensued, in which Mr. Corry and some
other gentlemen admitted the principle of the resolution, al-

though they opposed its passing, because it was a censure on
the Marquis of Buckingham. To get rid of the question, an

adjournment was moved and earned by a majority of 115

against 106. Thus early had the old majority began to fall

back into their former ranks. Still the superiority of votes bore

no proportion to 200 and upwards, of which the former full

majorities consisted. Mr. Grattan accordingly on the following

day (4th of March) moved for leave to bring in a bill for the

better securing the freedom of election for members to serve in

parliament^ by disabling certain officers employed in the collection

or management of his majesty''s revenuefrom giving their votes

at such election. Mr. Beresford gave immediate notice, that he

should oppose the bill through every stage, though he would not

oppose the motion: and on the second reading of the bill the

attorney general spoke thus :* " Sir, I say, that at this time
'' such an act would be peculiarly ungracious : and there is

*' another reason why I will not enter into a measure which pro-

assume the vice-regency of Ireland would not be attended by any particular

demonstrations of joy» had hired a mob to wait his arrival, and had supplied

a proper number of them with silken cords and liarness to draw him in his

carriag-e to the Castle, under the fastidious deceit of mercenary popularity and

triumph. The opinion of Lord Chief Baron Yelverton upon this notorious

character, seals the stamp of it to posterity. In Easter term, upon counsel

having reminded his lordship in court, that the printer of the Freeman's Jour-

nal awaited the judg-ment of the court for a libellous paragraph on that couil

:

the chief baron spoke thus to the counsel.

" If you had not m.entioned the aiFair, the court would not have condescend-
" ed to recollect its insignificance, but would have passed it by as it has done
*' every other paragraph, whether of praise or censure, tliat has appeared
•* in that paper with the most supreme contempt. Let the fellow return to his
** muster's emplovmenti let his master exalt favourite characters; and if

** there be any mean enough to take pleasure in his adulation, let him con-
' tinue to spit his venom against everything that is praise-worthy, honourably
*' or dignified in human nature. Let him not presume to meddle with the
*' courts ofjustice, lest, forgetting his baseness and insignificance, they shoul4
** at some time condescend to iniiict a merited punishment upon him."

* 9 Gif. Pari. Dtb. p.2r8.
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" perly modified might be useful at another time ; there is, I
*' am well assured, at this moment, existing, an association under
" hand and seal, to oppose the king's government, and to sup-
*' port the old Irish aristocracy ; I would wish therefore to wait
" for a cooler moment, when gentlemen shall grow ashamed of
*' such a measure."

A warm debate ensued^ which turned much upon the per-

sonal character of the lord lieutenant, and the indelicacy of
attempting to cramp the royal prerogative in the particular mo-
ment of his majesty's recovery. At the close of it Mr. George
Ponsonby said, that a charge had been brought against an odious

and offensive aristocracy. He would only say, that any asser-

tion, stating faction to be at the bottom of the present business,

was no: founded in truth. For his own part, he released the

right honourable secretary from every tie of honourable secrecy,

and called upon him to say, if he had ever made a refusal of
favour a ground of opposition to government. He called upon
the treasury bench one by one, to declare in the same manner.
[Here he paused for an answer ; none having been given] he
said, that after that he hoped he should hear no more random
charges of faction and party. On this division there were for the

attorney general's motion to postpone the bill to the 1st of May
only 98, against it 130.

In the progress of the pension bill, it was singular, that tfie

attorney general should oppose it, upon popular and patriotic

grounds : the bill, said the attorney general, went to establish

by law, first a pension list at the discretion of the minister,

amounting to 80,000/. secondly, to leave a discretion with the

two houses to address for whatever they might think proper as

a further charge ; and thirdly, to legalize the appropriation of
the surplus of the hereditary duties to the purposes of pensions,

which would put into the hands of the crown the immense sum
of 2G0,000/. per ann. beyond the control of the commons,
and must ultimately destroy the liberties of the country, by
throwing into the hands of the minister a power to bias every

election.

Mr. secretary Fitzherbert, in answer to the attorney general,

said there was not a free country on the globe, in which a strong

government was more requisite than in Ireland. By the ten-

dency of the right honourable gentleman's arguments it appeared,

he had property in that country ;. he however expressed some
surprise at the different ground of argument he then adopted,
on the subject of the bill, from what he had used the night be-
fore. Then he considered the measure as flying in the face

of government ; as robbing the crown of its prerogatives ; as
setting the liberality and curbing the necessary influence of the
sovereign : he now held it forward, as placing an extraordinary
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power and influence in the crown; taking it in this light, he

thought the bill was the greatest compliment that parliament

could pay to the sovereign. For his part, he could not see that

dangerous tendency, which the right honourable gentleman had

annexed to the measure of the bill, for in reality, it only gave

his majesty a control over a part of that revenue, which was

subject to both houses of parliament ; and therefore if his

majesty abused that power of control, it was in the power

of parliament to counteract that abuse, by refusing to pro-

vide ; this argument cut up by the roots the doctrine of

the learned gentleman. He said, the measure did not go to

meddle with the king's prerogative, but merely to set bounds

to the system of expenditure, and prevent the ruin of the

country.

He then took a view of the increase of the pension list, from

the administration of Lord Essex, in the reign of Charles the

Second, when it was only 3500/. a year, to the present, when it

was rated at 103,000/. and hoped, if such moderation prevailed

in such a reign as that of Charles the Second, a measure of limi-

tation when it was 100,000/. more, would not be rejected in the

reign of George the Third.

King Charles the Second, at his restoration, availed himself

of the unsettled state of that country, by making a bargain with

his subjects disgraceful to the monarch, and injurious to the li-

berties of the people. In exchange for tranquillity and settle-

ment, he stipulated for an hereditary revenue. From this pol-

luted source the disuse of parliaments, and the increase of pen-

sions originally flowed ; the latter at first in a small current. In

1669, the amount of those grants was but 3214/. and 10,000/,

yearly having been proposed by the king as the limitation of

oTants,his representative, Lord Essex, objected to the largeness

of the amount, and expressed his apprehensions, that their enor-

mity might be a reason for not granting a supply to his majes-

ty. He approved of a proposal, that they should be kept in a

separate list, to the end, that if there should be any deficiency

in the public revenue, it should fall on pensions in the first place ;

and in 1678, the Duke of Ormond received instructions from

the king to that purpose. It appeared then, that the limitation,

and the amount of pensions was an idea entertained on the part

of the crown, and that the sum of 10,000/. yearly was, in the

last century, thought an excessive charge. During this century,

those grants had been the perpetual occasion of contests. In 1703,

the committee of supply resolved, and the house agreed, that no

less than nineteen of them Were unnecessary branches of the^

establishment ; and in 1707, several of them were voted to be

struck off", and that no pension should be continued, except to a

person resident in the kingdom. In the year 1717, the lord lieu-
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tenant, in his speech from the throne, informed both houses of

parliament, that his majesty had thought fit to lessen the civil

list on the head of pensions, and had directed such rules to be
observed as might annually abate the expence upon them. By
the influx of wealth into the kingdom, arising from imports oc-

casioned b) a false credit, which had arisen after the peace in

the year 1743, there was a large surplus in the treasury, which,

occasioned a contest in the year 1753, between the crown and
the House of Commons. The ministers insisted, that the surplus

could not be applied by pariiament without the previous consent:

of his majesty, and that difference having occasioned an extra-i

ordinary prorogation of parliament, the removal from office of
some of the principal men in the country, and great additional

expence to the public by replacing them, for the sake of tranquil-

lity, profusion was for a time connived at, pensions were lavish-

ly bestowed, and the commons were still more forward than go-*

vernjuent in that political extravagance. But in 1757, they

unanimously voted the increase of pensions to be a grievance,

and the house with its speaker laid that, with several other

strong resolutions on the subject, before the lord lieutenant,

who, with whatever reluctance, was at length obliged to trans-

mit those resoluuons to be laid before his majesty. At that pe-

riod, when the increase of those grants was unanimously im-
peached, they had amounted in the tv/o preceding years to no
greater a sum than 89431/. In the following session of 1759,
they had increased to 105,285/. in the two years, and yet on a
motion that the resolutions of the preceding session had the de-

sired eftect, v/ith a view to give a negative to it, but twenty-five

jiiembtrs could be found for putting that question* In the be-

ginning of a new reign in 1761, the house was contented with
an implied disapprobation by resolving, that those grants ex-

ceeded the whole charge of the rest of the civil establishment.

In the following session of 17G3, the national discontent on this

subject became so general, that the lord lieutenant found it ne-

cessary to desire the attendance of the principal members of
both houses at the castle, and there to make a solemn declaration,

to a verv numerous assembly of lords and commons, in his majes-

ty's name, that pensions for years or lives should not in future

be granted unless on the most extraordinary occasions. Since

that period various modes of redress had been attempted by mo-
tions for addresses to the crown and for retrenchments. For
some years past the present measure had been introduced, but

clogged with extraneous matter, which would then be omitted.

From that short history it appeared, that the increase of pensi*

ons had been condemned by government, and reprobated by tho
House of Commons ; they had been the constant source of na*

VOL. ITI. H h
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tional contention, in which it had appeared, that neither lords

lieutenants, nor even the House of Commons were to be always

trusted with that power. What followed then ? Regulate it by
law. Such a law would be a great national acquisition. When
the country gentlemen should be asked by his constituents what
has ihe country gained by the law, he would answer, " Pensions
" had arisen from little more than SOQOL yearly, to the enormous
*' amount of 103,000/. yearly. They were then limited to
*' yO,000/. with exceptions, of which every honest man would
*' approve. They had stopped the proud waves of prerogative,

" and said, hitherto shalt thou go and no farther ; they had
" prevented the discredit of the nation by having a charge on
*' the people originate by a king's letter, signed by three lords
" of the English treasury, persons unknown to the constitution

" of Ireland. They had for ever prevented the return of that

" disgraceful day, vvhen the servants of the crown sat in sad
" dejection, with their eyes fixed on the ground, without a word
" to say in favour of adn)inistration, except this vvretched apolo-
''

gy, it was not done by this lord lieutenant, you cannot say diat
'- we did it. And finally, they had paid a just tribute of regard
" and affection to their beloved princes of the illustrious house
" of Brunswick."
He then adverted to a paper, v/nich had been very improperly

introduced into the debate, and very unjustly made the toj^ic of

the most severe animadversion. He had never seen the paper

itself, but he had heard a copy of it read. He would inform

the committee what the objects were, and what they were not.

The objects were to support the only proper and constitutional

mode of appointing a regent for that kingdom, and such other

measures as should be the necessary consequence of that pro-

ceeding ; to resist an attack intended to be made by adminis-

tration against the vitals of the constitution, by letting in the

third estate of another kingdom to legislate for Ireland ; to re-

sist those dangerous principles advanced by the advocates of

that measure, and which were necessary to be maintained for

its defence, namely, that the royal assent to Irish acts of parlia-

ment \vas given under the authority of the monarch of England,

and not under the authority of the monarch of Ireland, and that

the statute regent of England could rescind the appointment of

alord lieutenant of Ireland by the statute regent of that kingdom^
The first extinguished the monarchy of Ireland, and the second

enaliled the regent of England to repel the force of the Irish

statute. To resist these fatal innovations, to preserve the dear-

est rights of their sovereign by defending his great constituti-

onal power of assenting to bills, to prevent the extinction of the

crown, and to preserve the independence of the legislature of

Ireland, several lords and gentlemen of the first rank and con-
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sequence united to support the former, and to resist the latter

mi^^asures, and to support such honourable men as concurred with
them in that conduct, and in the defence of the constitution.

Having mentioned what the objects of that paper were, he
would state what they were not. They were not to oppose any
government, or any chief governor ; they were not to prescribe
to his majesty v/hat chief governor he should continue, or whom
he should appoint or not appoint to that high office. There was
no such presumption in the minds of those gentlemen. Their
union was defensive : to defend the constitution. He would
further declare, that it was no object of that union to obtaiix

office, honour, or power for any man. If ever there were an ho-
nourable and constitutional engagement, that v/as one ; if ever
there were a great national party, without an atom of faction in
it, that was one ; and yet how unworthily had it been treated?
One gentleman had called it a conspiracv against the state ; ano-
ther, the revival of the old aristocracy of Ireland ; a third had
termed it a disgrace to the kingdom, an illegal combination, and
had politely pui them in mind of the journeymen pinmakers,who
were found guilty of a charge of that nature, and whipped at a
cart's tail. Those shameful aspersions were industriously cir-

culated in the public prints of both kingdoms. It was not his

custom to use harsh language. He would content himxself with
saying that it was a natural progress for those men, who strove
to degrade the constitution of their country to proceed to debase
and viliR' the first men in it ; men who would be the pride and or-
nament of any kingdom in Europe. In talking of the royal assent,

he affirmed, that it was the undoubted right of the King of Ire-
land to give it by himself or his commissioners in full parlia-

ment; that it was also the unquestionable right of the subject to

have the royal dissent given in parliament. He thought that
nothing but a positive express statute could deprive the subject
of that right, and he knew of no statute. There was nothing to

that purpose in Chief Baron Yelverton's act ; a law which did
great honour to its author. In respect to passing bills it had
three objects; 1st. Their passing both houses before they
were transmitted; 2d. To compel the lord lieutenant and privy
council to transmit them ; 3d. To prevent the alteration of
them any where after they had left the two houses. These three
objects had been obtained for the country by a short, clear, and
decisive act ; and to the man, who had obtained those great
constitutional improvements he thought the kingdom highly

mdebted.
On the 14th of March the speaker and the House of Com-

mons attended his excellency to the House of Peers, where he
made the foliov/ing speech to both houses.
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*' My Lords and Gentlemen,
" WITH the most heartfelt sntisfaction I

*' take the earliest opportunity to inform you, in obedience to
'^ the king's command, that it has pleased the Divine Provi-
<' dence to remove from him the severe indisposition, with
** which he has been afflicted and that by the blessing of Al-
**" mighty God he is now again enabled to attend to the urgent
*' concerns of his kingdoms, and personally to exercise his royal
^' authority."

" Gentlemen, of the House of Commons,
" I have submitted to his majesty's consideration the surplus,

^' which you have ah'eady granted for the immediate exigencies of
" the public service, and the performance of the national engage-
*' ments ; and I am commanded by his majesty to express his
*' perfect confidence in your readiness to make such further pro-
*' vision, as shall be necessary for the usual support of his ma-
*' jest}''s government."

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
*' I have it particularly in charge from his majesty to as-

^' sure you, that the prosperity of his faithful and loyal people
" of Ireland, from whom his majesty has repeatedly received
*" the strongest proofs of affectionaie attachment to his sacred
*' person, will ever be near to his heart ; and that his majesty is

*' fully persuaded, that your zeal for the public welfare will

*' enable him to promote, by every wise and salutar}^ measure,
*' the interests of this kingdom.

" I cannot conclude this communication to you without ex-
*' pressing my fullest conviction, that his majesty's faithful par-
*' liament of Ireland does not yield to any of his subjects in
' sincere and devout acknowledgments to Almighty God, for
*' the restoration of his majest}'s health, and in fervent prayers,
*' that a lorg continuance of that blessing may secure to
^' his people the happiness, which they have constantly en-
*' joyed under his majesty's mild and auspicious govern-
<' ment."

Mr. Grattan having expressed his most heartfelt satisfaction

in the joyful tidings of the happy recovery of their beloved so-

vereign, congratulated the house; that the speech from the

throne w^as- so worded, and the address so properly moved
and seconded as to call for the most cordial unanimity. It

was accordingly resolved, that the speaker of the House should

attend his excellency with the address* to be laid before his

jnajesty.

* 9 Pari. Deb. p. 318.

" To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.
f The humble Address of the Knig^hts, Citizens, imd Burgesses in Parlla.

'f ment assembled.
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When Mr. Connolly on the 20th of March communicated to

the House of Commons his royal highness's answer to the ad-

dress of both houses of parliament, Lord Heiay Fitzgerald

moved, that an address of thanks should be presented to his

royal highness for his gracious answer ; to w^hicli the attorney

general objected, as a measure unprecedented : but it having
been urged by the whole house, he explained, that he w^as ever

tenacious of the forms of the house ; and no man more anxious

than himself to testify his respect to the prince. It was
carried unanimously. On the next day Lord Henry Fitz-

gerald reported from the committee appointed to draw up
the address of thanks to tlie Prince of Wales for his

gracious answer, that they had drawn up an^ address accord-

ingly.

** Most Gracious Sovereig:!^,

" We your majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
*' commons of Ireland, in parliament assembled, beg- leave to lay before your
" majesty our assuiances of the sincere and cordial satisfaction, with which
" we are penetrated on being" informed from the tlirone, by your majesty's com-
"* mand, that it has pleased the Divine Providence to remove from your
" majesty the severe indisposition with which you have been afflicted, and
** that by the blessing- of Ahnighty God you arc now ag-ain enabled to attend
** to the iu\g-ent concerns of your king-doms, and personally to exercise your
*' royal aiitliority.

*' We assure your majesty, that we shall justify the confidence you en-
" tertain, that we shall cheerfully proceed in making- such provision as
" may be necessary for the honourable support of your ninjcsty's g-overn-
*• ment.

" We should be dead to every generous feeling, should we omit to acknow-
** ledge your majesty's unceasing- solicitude for the interests of Ireland, or to
** second, by every salutary eftbrt your benevolent wishes for the welfare of
*' your people.

*' The numerous blessing-s derived to this kingdom from your majesty's au-
** spicious reign, are deeply imprinted in f)ur bosoms, and sensible as we are
*' ot' the inestimable value of these benefits, we beg- leave to repeat to }our
" majesty upon this joyful occasion, our most sincere professions of respect
" and attachment to your royal person, family, and government.
" We conclude these our fervent congratulations with devout acknowledg-

*' ments to the Almighty for this signal insta.ce of his goodness, in restoring
" our beloved monarch to the prayers of an afflicted people and gur gratitude

"for such a mark of the divine favour; is only efjualled by the ardency
*' of our wishes for the continuance of your majesty's health, and that
*' your majesty may enjoy that invaluable blessing during a loiig and happy
*' reign."

* •* To His Royal Highness George, Prince of Wales.
" The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses in Parlia-

*« ment assembled.

* May it please your Royal Highness,
" We, his majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the

*' commons of Ireland in parliament assembled, beg leave to oifer to your
" royal higimess our warmest thanks for your answer to our address.

" With hearts overflowing with the liveliest joy, we congratulate with
*' your royal highness upon the happy event of the king's recovery, and the
"consequent reassumption of the exercise of his auspicious government;
^* 9.n event highly pleasing- to the subjects of the w^hole empire, but peculiarly
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The speaker undertook to transmit the address to Lord
Southampton; and then Mr. Secretary Fitzherbert moved to

adjourn to the 13th of April. During this interval Mr. Hobart

" grateful to a nation so bi^hly indebted to their most excellent sovereign
** during- the whole coarse of his reign ; and we rejoice in the reflection, that
** the father of his people is b'essed with a s m, who is likely, in the fulness of
*• time, to continue to his majesty's loyal and affectionate subjects of Ireland
•* the blessings of hisgfnei-nment.

*' Thoroughly conscious that nothing can add more to that esteem which
*' vour royal highness has been pleased to express for tlie two houses of
*' parliament, than their loyal and affectionate attachment to the person
*' and government of the king, we will steadily persevere in those prin-
** ciples of duty, loyalty, and affection, v/hich have so happily recommended
** them to the favourable opinion of your royal highness.

*' We feel the highest satisfaction in finding that what we have done, and
" our manner of doing it, have received your approbation, and that your royal
** highness is pleased to consider our conduct as a proof of our undiminished
** duty to his majesty, our uniform attachment to the House of Brunswick, and
** our constant care and attention to maintam inviolate the concord and connec-
•' tion between the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, which we consider
«* as indispensably necessary to the prosperity, the happiness and hberties of
' both ; and we beg leave to assure your royal highness, that from those princi-
•' pies we shall never depart.

" We are happy to find that your royal highness considers our just attention
** to his majesty's royal family, and the provision made by us for preserving
•* the authority of the crown in its constitutional energy, as the most unequi-
*• vocal proofs which could be given of our affectionate loyalty to the
** best of sovereigns, at the melancholy period when, by an afflicting

•• dispensation of Providence, his government had suffered an intermis-
*' sioii, and his illustrious house was deprived of its great and natural pro.

"tector.
" We have the justest reliance on the moderation of the views, and the

" purity of the intentions of your royal highness, and we have the fullest

<« convictions in our minds, that any trust which could have the most distant
•' tendency to relax that provident vigilance and public jealousy, which ought
«• to vv-atch over the exercise of power, would not have been acceptable to the
" exalted sentiments of your royal highness, wliose understanding and princi-

* pies are rendered more valuable by the generous and affectionate heart
•» which animates their dictates.

" We can with the greatest truth most solemnly assure your royal highness,
" that it IS the ardent wish of the pai'liamcnt and people of Ireland to continue
*« to cultivate the harmor.y and inseparable interests of the two kingdoms,

".firmly convinced, that in their mutual perfect freedom they will find the
" closest, as well as the happiest bond of their connection ; aad we offer oup
*« warmest acknowledgments to your royal highness for your recommendation
*' to us to persevere in such a conduct, and consider your royal highness's re-

*' commendation, so worthy the liigh station in which you are placed, as an
** additional proof of vovr attention to the welfare of both countries.

*' We assure your royal highness, that if any thing could add to the exul-
** tation of our minds at the happy event of the recovery of our most beloved

^'sovereign, it would be the pleasm-e, which we feel in reflecting, that the
*' heir to "his majesty's crown inherits the virtues of his royal father; vu'tues,

*' which every part of your rral highnes's conduct, during the late melancho*
*' ly and trying occasion, has placed in the most illustrious point of view ; and
«« the repealed marks of graciousness and condescension, vvifh which your
" roval highness has been pleased to honi)ur the two houses of pari, anient,

" must ever remain impressed in the mosi indelible characters of affectiQii

*« and gratitude on the hearts of the people of Ireland.'*



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 24/

was appointed to succeed Mr. Fitzherbert las secretary.

When the house met, according to adjournment, Mr. Secretary
Hobart informed the house, that he was commanded by his ex-
cellency the lord lieutenant to acquaint them, that his majesty
had been pleased to return the following most gracious answer
to the address of the house :

" GEORGE R.
" HIS majesty thanks his faithful commons

*' for their loyal and affectionate address, and for their assur-
" ances of the sincere and cordial satisfaction which they feel
*' on the interposition of Divine Providence in removing
" from him the severe indisposition, with which he has been af-
" liicted.

" Nothing can be more satisfactory to his majesty, than
" the disposition expressed by the House of Commons, cheer-
" fully to proceed in making such provisions as are ne«
" cessary for the honourable support of his majesty's govern-
" ment.

" He receives with the greatest pleasure the acknowledge-
" ments of the House of Commons, of their sense of the solici-
" tude which his majesty can never cease to entertain for the
" interests of Ireland, as well as their professions of respect and
" attachment to his person, family and government.

" G. R."
It was ordered to be entered on the journals, and an address

of thanks was voted. On the 15th, TVIr. Grattan presented to

the house, according to order, a bill for the better securing the
freedom of elections of members to serve in parliament, by
disabling certain officers employed in the collection or manage-
ment of his majesty's revenues from giving their votes at such
elections ; which was received and read the first time, and then
Mr. Secretary Hobart informed the house, that he was directed
by his excellency the lord lieutenant, to deliver the following

message to the house :

" NUGENT BUCKINGHAM.
" HIS majesty having appointed Thursday

'' the 2od of this instant April, to be observed as a day of public
" thanksgiving to Almighty God, for that signal interposition
" of his good providence, which hath removed from his majesty
" the late illness, with which he had been afflicted ; and a pro-
" clamation having been issued by the lord lieutenant and the
*' privy council of this kingdom for the solemn observance of
*^ that day, I intend to go to the cathedral of Christ Church to
*''' attend divine service upon that occasion, and have given the
" necessary orders for providing convenient places in the said
" cathedral for the members of this house.

" N. B."
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On the 21st of April several petitions froni revenue officers^

and others were presented to the house against the bill then

pending, which intended to deprive them of their elective

franchise, upon v/hich a very long and warm debate ensued.

In vain were all arguments drawn from reason, law, and con-

stitution urged by the supporters of the bill ; in vain wi\s the

example of England set forth in pointed relevancy to that

kingdom ; in vain was it pressed upon the hoase, that the bill

under their consideration, nearly in the same words, had passed

that house with the entire consent of most of the members, who
were now taught to exclaim agiinst it, as an attack upon the

rights of the people ; that such a bill, with the consent and ap-

probation of its present most vehement opponents, had passed

the commons, had been transmitted under the great seal of

Ireland, and returned under the great seal of England ; which,

though lost in the lords,.had not been rejected upon its merits

;

but had shared the fate of the ministry, which had espoused it

:

that the people had then lost a good ministry and a good bill.

The ferment occasioned in the commons by the late alarm had
now nearly subsided : the re-establishment of the old svstem,

and the disappearance of any immediate change in administra-

tion, had brought back most of the fugitives to their station, and

upon the division there were found only 93 for the committal

of the bill, and 148 against it.

On the 25th of April, Sir Henry Cavendish, chairman of the

committee on the police accounts, delivered in their report,*

upon which they had come to tv/o resolutions: 1st, That it had
appeared to them, that the police establishment been had attended

with unnecessary patronage, waste and dissipation. . 2d, That it

was their opinion, that the peace and protection of the city of.

Dublin might be niore effectually maintained at a less expence,

and that the present system of the police establishment ought to

be changed. And when the speaker put the question to agree to

the first resolution, the attorney-general objected. The right

honourable gentleman called upon the house to agree to a report

founded on evidence from partial investigation, that was ex/?(2r?e

garbled or selected. He was strongly rebuked by Mr. Grattan,

with the indecency of imputing to a most respectable committee,

after a laborious investigation, the foul charge of garbling and
selecting the evidence. A violent and intemperate debate

ensued, in which nothing new occurred, but the ingenuity of

dressing up former arguments : both sides insisting that expe-

rience confirmed their support of or opposition to the original

measure: this had ever been a favourite object with govern-

* 9 Par. Deb. p. 394. This report which is singularly curious, is to be seeui

in the Appendix, No. LXXXII.
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atient, and was vehemently supported by a majority of 132,

against 78; and the report at the motion of the attorney-gene-

ral was rejected.* The house having by this time been nearly

marshalled into their former ranks, Mr. Grattan thought iu

useless to divide them on the second reading of the place bill,

on the 30ih of April ; it was negatived without a division. 1 he
only subject particularly interesting to the history oi Ireland,

which came before parliament during the remainder o^ that

session, was the subject of tithes: Mr. Grattan having preserved

to the house according to order, a bill to appoint commissioaers

for the purpose of enquiring into the state of tithes in the differ-

ent provinces of that kingdom, and to report a plan for ascer-

taining the same : he followed up his motion with a very elabo-

rate, instructive, and eloquent speechf upon this important

national object. The house adjourned from the Sth to the 25th

of May, on which day the lord lieutenant prorogued the parlia-

ment, and made a speech of a general nature, without a word of

reference to any of the extraordinary circumstances of the

session.

Certain it is, that no viceroy ever enjoyed a smaller share of

popularity in Ireland, than the Marquis of Buckingham. Either

the natural reserve or the hauteur of his character made him
personally disrelished, even by his friends and supporters. In

order to raise an appearance at least of popularity, his creatures

procured (not v/ithout some dilHculty) an address from the county

of Westmeath, in v/hich the bulk of his lady's property lay, and
which superabounds with the name of Nugent. The example,

however, was not followed up by other counties. The resto-

ration of his majest}'s health instantly brought back a majority

of the late deserters to their ranks. But the viceroy's refusal to

transmit the address of parliament v/as indignantly resented by
those members of any independence or principle, who had joined
in it. A most determined opposition was the consequence.

The imperious mind of the viceroy once more triumphant in the

return of his numbers to their posts, was still exasperated that

the great popular leaders, chiefs of the clans and possessors of

the natural interest of the country were restive to his dictates,

and knit by a common principle into a closer and more formida-

• 9 Par. Deb. p. 424. Wlien this debate was over and the division settled,

Mr. Conolly said the gentlemen were perfectly consistent, in supporting »
ruinous and expensive system of patronag-e, that they themselves had insti-

tuted, and that they were also consistent in now endeavouring to stigmatize

the men, who had brought their dark, corrupt, system to light; men, who
for honour, probity, and integrity, could not be excelled in his majesty's do-
minions. But he desired gentlemen not to exult ; their exultation would be
but of a short duration, as the law complained of must^ from its enormity, erQ
long fall to the grounu.

t It may be seen in the Appendix, No. LXXXIII. 9 Par. Deb. p. 464.

VOL, III. I i
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ble opposition, than he had hitherto experienced. Kis excel-

kncy lamented, that in spite of his avowed principles of cecono-

my,' he was now compelled to resort to Lord Townshend's

ruinous system of purchasing votes by retail, in order to break

through this new combination of an Irish aristocracy. No
bounds, no reserve, no decency, were kept in this new canvass

for parliamentary induence : the market became overt, and the

prices of boroughs, and pieces of boroughs, of votes and tides,

and peerages were brought to as regular a standard, as bullion

at the mint. Not a peerage, not an honour, not a place, not

a pension was disposed of but immediately by government for

parliamentary interest, influence, or engagements, varying by

gradation from the price of a close borough to a vote upon a

single question. Every place, office or emolument, that could

be resumed by government, were granted out upon new terms

for future services. The Duke of Leinster, Mr. G. Ponsonby,

Mr. Fitzherbert and every person holding place, office, or pen-

sion at pleasure, were displaced or deprived for having joined

in the address to the Prince of Wales. A creation of tight

peerages took place, and numerous new appointments were

made. It was objected to the Marquis of Buckingham's ad-

ministration, that notwithstanding his boasted professions of

ceconomizing for the nation, he had encreased the pension list

by 5000/. per annum, that by his splitting places, reviving dor-

mant unnecessary employments, and encreasing salaries, he had

burthened the nation with the additional perpetuity of 2800/.

per annum, and had chiefly selected his own family con-

nections and other strangers, some of low and mean degree,

for the objects of his bounty, to the exclusion of well meaning

and well qualified natives. Most certain it is, that the Marquis

of Buckingham generally disliked the Irish, and was disliked by

them.
The leaders of opposition had found it advisable, as has been

observed, in order to consolidate their force into a common
centre of union, to establish a new political society under the

denomination of the Whig Club: an institution highly obnox-

ious to the casde : they adopted the same principles, were clad

in the same uniform of blue and buff, and professedly acted in

concert with the W^hig Club of England. At the head of this

club were the Duke of Leinster, the Earl of Charlemont, Mr.
Conolly, Mr. (^rattan, Mr. Forbes, both the Messieurs Pon-

sonbv,'Mr. Curran, and a number of leading members of oppo-

sition in both houses. It was a rendezvous and round of

cabinet dinners for the opposition. Here were planned and

arranged all the measures for attack on the ministry. Each
member had his measure or his question in turn : the plans of

debate and manoeuvre were preconcerted, and to each was
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ssslgned that share of the attack he was most competent to

maintain. This club aitled by the assistance of some of the

popular newspapers, continued to announce its da} s of dining,

to proclaim its sentiments in the shape of resolutions, or announce
them obliquely in the shape of anonymous paragraphs. Their
speeches gtnerall}' retailed with point, virulence and acrimony,
always turned upon the prolific chapter of government and
parliam.entarv abuses, were calculated to work upon the pas-

sions more than to guide the sober reason of the multitude.*

* It has of late years unfortunately been so prevailing a rage on both side*
of the leading' political questions, to attribute to their antagonists false mo-
tives, vie\vs, and grounds for their conduct, that the hi,stoi-ian,\vho supports tlie

principles of either, will be naturally discredited by those readers, who happen
to differ from him in opinion ; it is not his duty to adjudge tlie conduct of the
act "irs in tlu^se scenes, which he has undertaken to retail and fiiitlifuUv to
re])resent. Tlie late Earl of Clare in his speech for the union (p. 59) has left
the following portrait ofthe Whig Club of Ireland. " The better to effectuate
*' the great national objects of a limitation of the pension list, an exclusion
" of per.sioners fi-om the, House of Commons, a restriction of placemen, who
*' should sit there, and a responsibility for the receipt and issue of tlie public
" treasury, a Whig Club was announced in a manifesto, signed and counter-
" signed, charging the British goverumei\t, as James I. has since been charged,
*' with a deliberate and systematic intention of sapping the liberties, and
•• subverting the parliament of Ireland. All persons of 'congenial character
*' and sciuimcnt were invited to range under the Whig banner, for the estab-
" lirihment and protection of the Irish constitution, on the model of the
" Revolution 1688; and under this banner was ranged such a motlev coliection
*' of congenial characters, as never before were assembled for the reformation
«* of the state. Mr. Napper Tandy was received by acclamation, as a states-
" mnn too imi>ortant and illustrious to be committed to the hazard of a ballot.
*' Mr. Hamilton Rov/an also repaired to the Whig banner. Unfortu-
" np.tely, the political career of these gentlemen has been arrested ; Mr.
" Tandy's by attainder of felony, and an attainder of treason

; Mr. Hamilton
*' Rowan's by an attainder of treason. The Wiug secretary, if he does not
" stand in the same j^.-cdicament, is now a pi-isoner at the mercv of the crown
'* on his own admission of his treasons ; and if I do not mistake, the whole
''society of Irish Whigs have been admitted, act eundevi, by iheir Whio-
* brethren of England. In the fury of pohtical resentment, some noblemea
* and gentlemen of the first rank in this country stooped to associate with the
*' refuse of the community, men whose princij)Ics they thus lield in ablior-
" rence, and whose manners and deportment must always have excited their
*' disgust."

Mr. Ginttan has left tlie following sketch of it. *' The work complains of
*' the Whig Club. The minister was the author of it. His doctrines and his
" half million were the authors of it. But clubs of this kind are only pre-
*' served by violence. That violence did happen. An attack was made on
«' the rigiUs of the city, a dnctiine was pronudgated, that the common council
•* had no right to put a negative on the lord mayor, chosen by the board of alder-
" men, except the hoard itself should assent to the negative put on its own
*' choice, this doctrine was advanct-d by the court, to secure the election of the
*'• mayor to itself; in tlie course of the contest, a ininister involved himself in a
•* personal altercation with the citizens : with Mr. Tandy, he had carried on a
" k»ng war, and with various .success ; he was now involved in an aliercation
" more general, in the compass of his wrath, he paid his compliments to
" tile Whig Club, and that club advanced the shield of a free people over
*• the rights of the city, and humbled a mmi.ster in the presence of those
" citizens, whose privileges he had invaded, and \vli«se persons he had calum-
" nkted."
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Such in truth has generally been the system of taking an unge--

nerous advantage oi: the Irish character^ A people of quick

impulse, ardent sympathy, and inconsiderate resolution, was
always ready to anticipate rather than check any plan, that sum-
moned their action or intrepidity.

The public thanksgiving for the king's recovery was attended

with ever solemnity, that the nature of the case would admit,

on the 23d of April, 1789, in the cathedral of Christ's Church ;

and on different days, particular services were performed, in

every church and chapel throughout the nation. A most solemn

high mass was performed, with a new grand Te Dcwn^ com-

posed on the occasion by the celebrated Giordani, in the Ro-

man Catholic chapel of Francis-street. And as a happy in-

stance of the increasing liberality of the times, several of the

first Protestant nobility and gentry assisted at it.* On the 5th

of May, a most superb gala v/as given at the castle in comme-
monition of the happy recovery of his majesty : but none of

those gentlemen were invited to partake of it, v/ho had voted

The contest between tlie minister and Mr. Tandy, to \vliich Mr. Grattan re-

feiTed.was as f ' ows : Mr. Tandy at the head of a party dxhe common council^

opposed the ekcUon of one Alderman James to this office of lord mayor for the

ensuiiig year, though the dhoice were almost a matter of course in the order, if

nor mas^isti-ates seniority. Mr. Tandy's opposition was founded upon a charge

of bis being' the slave and creature of the castle. After along contest which

lasted all nig'h', Mr. Tandy succeeded in tlie rejection of Alderman James,

and in the choice of Alderman Howison in his room. This produced an ap-

peal to the lord lieutenant and privy c.uncil, to whose ultimate approbation

the clioice of the chief magistrate was subject- I..ord Fitzgibbon (then lately

promoted to the seals) presided as chancellor. Mr. Tandy and his chosen al-

<ierman attended, with Messrs. Ponsonby and Curran, as their council. Al-

derman Jam.es had the Recorder and Dr. Duignan. The matter was solemn-

ly argued. The council chamber was thrown open as a public court, and ex-

tremelv crowded with citizens. Several personal asperities passed between

the chancellor and Mr. Curran : and some coarse satire was attempted by Dr.

Du,gnan against the scovvlin;-- eyes, and haggard looks, sallow complexion, and

facti'oas j) inciples of Mr. Tandy. The castle looking upon Alderman James
as the Victim of their cause, strongly espoused his interest : but the law laid

down by Mr. Ponsonby, was so clearly decisive, that all that was attempted,

was to send the parties back to a new election, which was agani decided in

favour of Alderman Howison, which was finally confirmed by tiie lord lieute-

nant in council. Tliis event gave triumph and exultation to Mr. Tandy as a

patriot, a second Lucas, and he afterwards commanded a strong influence in

the common council.
* The Catholics, who had received more favours from his present gracious

majesry, than from all his predecessors collectively, since Henry II. were
gratefully sensible of the favour of God in res'oring the health of their beloved

sovereign, and were prominently conspicuous in returning their solemn thanks

to the Deity So illustrious an assemblage had never met in a Catholic p!ace

of worship in that kingdom since the reformation. Besides the principal part

of their own nobility and gentry, there were present on the occasion the D\ike
.of Leinster, the Earls and Countesses of Belvedere, Arran and Portarlington,

Countesses of Carhampton and Ely, Lords Tyrone, Valentia and Delvin, Mr.
D. La Touche and family, Mr. Grattan, Major Doyle, Mrs. Jettries, Mrg.
Trant, and several other persons of the first distuictioji.
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for the address. A marked sign of reprobation was put on
their heads : and so strongly was the spirit of party kept up^

that in the list of toasts drank after dinner at the castle, the

Prince of Wales and Duke of York were purposely omitted.*

The extraordinary zeal and exertions of the attorney-general on
this late as well as former occasions in support of government,

were rewarded with the great seal of Ireland, which had become
vacant by the death of Lord LifTord : and he became the first

Irish chancellor appointed by England.

The Marquis of Buckingham v/as little satisfied with his

situation in Ireland ; for although he had regained a majority

in parliament, he never more experienced any share of that

popularity, which was sincerely shewn to him on his first accep-

tance of the viceroyalty in Lord Shelburne's administration : the

spirit of party ran so high, and the chief governor grew daily so

unpopular, that to avoid personal outrage, in the month of June
he secretly took shipping^ for England, and never more re-

turned to Ireland. On the 30th of Tune, 1789, the new chan-

cellor Lord Fitzgibbon and Mr. Foster the speaker were sworn
in lords justices. After so much party dilit-rence and dissen-

sion in the capital, it was not to be expected, that the peace and
tranquillity of the provinces should be encreased. The wretch-

* Immecuately after the health of the king and queen had been drank, that of
Mr. Pitt, as the friend of Ireland, was given with three times three. These
minute circumstances are noticed, because in Ireland no small importance is

annexed to such festive ceremonials, as it has been observed, 1 vol. p. 310,
The system of creating disunion amongst the diiferent branches of the royal
family, was not confined to Ireland. England gave the example. Even the
unfortunate affair between the Duke of York and Colonel Lenox afforded fresh

matter for family jealousy and difference. The delay of introducing his Royal
Highness the Duke of Clarence into the House of Lords arose from that ex-
ecrable spirit of disunion. That young prince, v, ho graced his exalted rank by
a close attention to his professional duties, superadded to his native and ac-

quired endowments, a characteristical warmth of family affection and domes-
tic sympathy. It was proposed that his royal highness should be introduced
to the House of Lords by the Duke of Riclimond. He modestly and naturally

observed, that he had two brothers in the house. It was notwithstanding

urged, that he must be introduced by the Dukes of Richmond and Chandos.
His royal highness finding his tv.^o broth.ers proscribed replied, that he had
two uncles in the house, by whom he wished to be introduced: this was not
admissible : the Duke of Richmond was still insisted upon, and his royal high-
ness declined the ceremony, till a sort of compromise was agreed to by substi-

tuting the Duke of Montague for the Duke of Richmond.
To these marked attempts at mortifying and humiliating the Prince of

Wales, Mr. Grattan alluded in a speech upon this viceroy's administration in

the following words, (10 Par. Deb. 16.) *' Some of those members having
*' committed in Ireland excesses far beyond those which falsehood presumed
*' to prophesy, to disparage the second personage in these dominions."

* His excellency took shipping from Mr. Lee's elegant villa at the Elack
Rock. It was observed by Mr. Charles O'Neale, in a debate, 10 P. D. p. 118,
that if he had not taken a back-stairs departure from that kingdom, he would
in ail probability have been greeted on liis retreat in a very different mannei;
from what he had bcf;n en his arrival in Ireland.
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^d and restless poor in Mimster began once more to break out

into new disturbances. Whilst they expected redress, the coun-

try remained quiet: but after the rising of the parhament and
the failure of Mr. Grattan's motion for an investigation of their

grievances, the disturbances recommenced, and it was found

necessary to encrease the military force in those districts, that

manifested the most disposition to riot.

The unhappy differences of the Peep nf Day Boys and De-
fenders so far from being composed or settled had considerably

increased, both in extent and rancour since the last year : and

it is a lamentable truth, that their enmity was fomented by many
of the superior orders, for the diabolical purpose of breaking up
the union of the Protestants and Catholics, which had been ef-

fected by serving together as volunteers, and was one of the

effects of that system, which the government appeared most to

dread. Reports were industriously set afloat, and greedily

credited by most Protestants of the county of Armagh, who
long had been pre-eminent amongst their brethren for their

zealous antipathy to Popery, that if Catholics, who had obtained

arms, and learned the use of them during the war, were per-

mitted to retain them, they would soon be used in erecting

Popery on the ruins of the Protestant religion. Where the

ilame of fanaticism once takes, it is scarcely to be extinguished

but by extermination. The defenders had long and frequently

complained, that all their efforts to procure legal redress against

tlie outrages committed upon them by the Peep of Day Boys
were unavailing: that their oppressors appeared to be rather

countenanced, than checked by the civil power ; and that the

necessity of the case had driven them into ^counter-combina-

* The form of the oath and rules of the defenders, said to have been found

and sent to ^overmnent by the Dean of Raphoe during- the administration of

Lord Buckir.gham, shews how far they were at this time organized.

The Oath.

I A. B. of my omti free will and accord, do swear to be true to one another,

will assist one another abroad and at )iome, andtliere are none to be admitted

without the consent of the committee appointed by the said body ; and tliey

must in all things be under subjection to the said committee in all things that

are lawful, and not otherwise ; and all words and signs to be kept secret from
all that are not concerned or forfeit this oath, and we are to meet once a
month where the committee thinks proper, and we are to spend what is agree-

able to the company; and any person giving a lawful reason forhis absence, he
is not to be under censure ; and all persons entering must be uiKler all rules

and regulations appointed by the said committee ; and as in our ffirmer oatli

we are bound to his majesty King George III. and his successors to the crown,
so for this present year 1789 we promise faithfully tlie same obedience, and
also while we live subject to the same government.

JRules to be. ohservcd.

1st. There is no defender to strike one another upon any account ; or if

taiey do, to be excluded the company as long- as the committee thinks proper.
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tions to defend dieir lives and properties against these uncon-
trolled marauders. Whilst these petty, but fatal internal hostili-

ties were confined chiefly to the county of Armagh, it appears^

that the defenders had generally remained passive according to

their first institution and appellation : and that they only became
aggressors, when they afterwards were compelled to emigrate
from their country. Their hostility was now at its height

; go-
vernment sent down two troops to quell them, but above fifty oa
both sides had been killed in an affray before the horse arrived.

Tranquillity lasted, whilst the troops remained. But it was
impossible, that a large assemblage of men, void of education,

prudence, or control, should long remain together without mis-
chief.

A very important change had taken place widiin the last tea

years in the political sentiments of the Irish nation. The
American contest for liberty had roused Ireland to think more
practically and firmly upon her own civil rights: the fatal mis-
conduct of the British ministry of that day had made them a*
^rmed people, and they shortly after became an independent

.2(1. There is no person to come to the monthly meeting drunk; or if they
do, to pay sixpence, and to be exchideel for three months.

3d. There is no person on any account to swear or speak loud in the com-
pany, and for every oath they are to pay what the committee tliinks proper.

4th. There is no person tliat formerly belonged to another body (that is to
say, a strange body) to be accepted without a line from the body he formerly
belotiged to. .

5th. There is no person to let any one know who belongs to their body, but
fehose who went under the obligation.

6th There is no body of men to go to a challenge without leave of three of
tlie commiUee at least.

7th. There is no body to get a copy of these without the leave of the grand
master appointed by the general year's meeting, or deputies appointed by the
said grand master, or his committee.

8th. Let no person know no words or signs without being concerned, and
they are not empowered to give or make known by either words or signs or
tokens any that may hereafter come forth, or make it known to any company
«r body but ourselves, or our body.

9th. Tliere is no defender to make himself known as a defender after being
excluded, under fear of perjury ; and each man continuing six months from
this day must find a gun and bayonet, with other necessary accoutrements, or
be excluded at the option of tlie committee.

Given under our hands, from the Grange committee to the committee of
Barrickarnan, body of defenders No. 1, for the county of Louth.
We, the committee of No. 18, do certify the bearer, Michael Moor, tliat he

has gone through the rules and obligations of a brother defender ; and at his
Kcquest he desires to be discharged that he may join your body.

' Given under our hands, at Dumbunag-her, this 24th day of April, 1789.

Edward Bradley,
Owen Bradley,
Patrick Lees,
Daniel M'Goveran, Se^.

N. B. Michael Moor's certificate was signed by fifty-one members in addi-

tioQ to the above, who \rwe present, and members of Lodge 18.
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nation. The fruition of recently acquired possessions is ever

keener than the enjoyment of those, which have attended us

from the cradle. The late civil advantages, which had been

acquired either by assertion or concession were firm steps to

the Irish to ascend to the perfect level of that constitutional

freedom, which was the boast of Great Britain, but from which

it still appeared her policy to exclude her sister kingdom. The
most complete legislative independence, that could either be

demanded or admitted, never would destroy the subordination

of the Irish cabinet and administration. Hence -the baneful

source of Irish infelicity, and the imperious necessity of an

incorporate union, in order to eradicate every fibre, fronii which

the most puny sucker of that deleterious system could revive.

Notwithstanding all the declarations, repeals, and renunciations

on our part, it was ph}'Sically impossible, that Great Britain

should ever have considered the independence of the two king-

doms as perfectly reciprocal : and it appears, that in proportion

to the efforts of Ireland to establish that reciprocity, was the

jealous preponderance of Great Britain exerted to defeat it.

Lord Buckingham's administration was an eventful sera in the

latter history of Ireland. The declaration of American inde-

pendence, and its successful progress to stability, had not a

little contributed to that stupendous revolution of France, which

had hitherto exhibited a fair and plausible appearance to most

lovers of civil freedom : these examples stimulated the youthful

vigour of regenerated Ireland to perfect their v/ork, which they

considered as left undone, whilst Great Britain enjoyed a con-

stitutional advantage, of which Ireland was bereft. The
contest between the Marquis of Buckingham and the parlia-

ment had disjointed and loosened the pre-existing parties, and

the recovery of the sovereign had hitherto only brought back

to their ranks those, who openly professed to give their services

for pay. A more numerous and formidable opposition had

arisen out of the question upon the regency, than the castle ever

more expected to experience. The nation was generally with

the minority, which comprised all the great popular interests

of the kingdom: a race was run between those, who commanded
any means of strengthening their respective parties both in and

out of parliament: on one side patronage and influence were

extended through the revenue, through the police and every

other conduit, which was connected with the castle : on the

other side the spirit of 1782 was revived in the volunteer

corps, the Whig club encouraged, and the unpopularity of the

late administration exhibited through the nation in the liveliest

colours.

Though the Earl of Westmoreland succeeded the Marquis
of Buckingham in the government of Ireland, yet it was ob-
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served by several of the opposition members, that it was but a
continuance of the former administration, under a less unpopu-
lar head :^ the secretrry and m( st other servants of the crown
were continued in office. He met the parliament on the 21st
of January, 1790, and his speech turned merely on the common
topics. The whole of this session was but a series of fruitless

contests for the great points, which the patriots contended they
were entitled to by the constitution, and had pledged themselves
to their country to persevere in pressing upon the government,
until they should be granted.

On the second day of the session, as the address was moved
for, fMr. Grattan, though he did not mean to oppose the ad-
dress, felt it incumbent upon him to avail himself of the earliest

opportunity in the session to mark his disapprobation of the
measures of the late administration, and to prove to the full

conviction of that house, that they had been ill governed. He
then went into a detail of those grievances, which the coun cry-

had to lay at the door of the Marquis of Buckingham : he first

touched on the increase of the pension list,f and then of the

• So Major Doyle expressed himself, 10 Pari. Deb. p. 233. •' The same
*' measures were continued by the present viceroy, as if some malicious
*• device had shot into him the spirit of his departed predecessor, and that the
** castle of Dublin was only the reflected shadows of the palace of Stowe '*

t 10 Pari. Deb. p. 7.

J
This beinj^ mere matter of account, I extract it from the papers laid

beiore parliament. Append, to the 13th vol. Journ. Com. p. 271,

A list of all Pensions placid on the Civil Establisbtnent during the Period of
the Marquis of Buckin^bavi's Adininntration, %i'ith an account of the total
Annouiit thereof.

Fitzherbert Richards, Esq. - - - . . 4qq
James Cavendish, Esq. ..... . j^q
Harriet Cavendish ---,.,. . . 25q
Lionel, Lord Viscount Strang^ord - . - . ^^qq
Robert Thornton, Esq. -..-.. . . 2qq
Right Honourable Thomas Orde - - -

. 1700
Duke of Gloucester 4000
Georg-ina, Viscountesf Bojue ..... ^qq
Lady Catherine Marlay ...... ^qq
Honourable Rose Browne -... .... ^qq
Walter Taylor ....... ^QO
Francis D'lvernois -- - 300
David Jebb, Esq. ... . . . ^qq
Lady Catherine Toole - - - 200
Thomas Coughlan, additional - ..... 200
William, Viscount Chetwynd, additional - . - - . 200
Charles, Viscount Ranelagh, and Sarah, Viscountess Ranelagh, his wife, and

survivor ..... . . /^qq
Lucia Ag-ar, Viscountess Clifden, and Emily Anne Agar her daughter, and

survivor .... . . . 30O
Sir Henry Mannix, Bart. . - ... . . . 5qq
Sir Richard Johnstone, Bart, and William Johnstone, Esq. his son, ai.d survi-

vor 300
Sarah Hemon - jq

XOi,, in, K k
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encreased expence in the ordnance department, the latter of
which he made amount to 1500/. besides 600/. pension to an
officer* on the staff. Then after having amplified in detail

Elizabeth Hernon -,--.. 70
Henry I.oftus, Esq. _-.-- ... . soo
Diana Loftus ..... ... .. 3OO
William Colville, Esq. - - - 600

13,040

* When he came to reflect on the extent of official abuses, which the Mar-
quis of Buckingham undertook to reform and correct, great praise must be
given to the resolution of any man, that would undertake the invidious though
necessary function. Mr. Corry, whom he appointed surveyor of the ordnance,
gave the following detail of his lordship's conduct in the outset of his reforma-

tion ofthat department, 10 Pari. Deb. p. 230. The first the public knew of
the faults of the officers of the ordnance board, was the taking possession of
their offices ; but how different was this appearance from the real fact ? It is

customary for the ordnance board on the arrival of a new lord lieutenant, to

make to him a return of the stores and ammunition iii the arsenals and maga-
zines ofthe kingdom. This return had been made to Lord Buckingham when
he was first here lord lieutenant in 178:2 ; a like return was made to him upon
his second coming. Lord Buckingliam was too much in the habit of examin-
ing papers, not to observe by the difference between those two returns, that

some extraordinary peculation must have taken place ; this was enough to

direct his attention to the subject; but so far from proceeding with precipita-

tion, he examined a variety of papers, which took up a great part of his time,

from January to August, and having fully discovered the peculation, he wrote
a letter to the persons concerned, desiring them to call a board, and, if pos-

sible, explain and justify their conduct. They did call a board, and thus their

guilt being full}- proved. Lord Buckingham, well knowing the scene of for-

gery that was then acting, like a wise and vigorous minded man. took, as it

were by storm, the different offices ; if he had not, his fame would indeed be
gibbeted, and not as now, without foundation. Within twelve hours from the
time Lord Buckingham took possession of the ordnance office, an attempt was
made to rob it.

It was natural, after the discovery of peculation, to examine whether there
was any radical defect in the constitution of the department ; it was found
there was none, it was established in wisdom. What then was to be done J

Not to alter the constitution of the department, but to put men of character
and responsibility into the several offices.

As to the nobleman at the head of the ordnance, the slightest glance of suspi-

cion never fell upon him, his ill health made him so frequently absent, that it

was impossible for him to scrutinize as Lord Buckingham did. The great
misfortune of the office was, that several officers were absent, and those who
attended in general, were under the control of the person who was chiefly

guilty. Of that person, who in private life was a man extremely amiable,
who has expiated his crime with his life, and to whom, if we cannot extend
pardon, yet we cannot refuse pity, I would not speak at all, if not compelled;
but being called upon, I must speak as truth demands and justice reqxiires.

That person came fi-om Woolwich a private artificer, he was made a surveyor
of the ordnance, with a salary of 450/.

Fair perquisites .... 150
Comptroller of the elaboratory - . 150
For a clerk .... .. _ 40

790
Yet he was not satisfied with this, but threatened he would go back tO
England, to prevent whicii h^ was made si commissioner of barracks, 400/.
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upon every act of the late viceroy, he summed up his charges

in the following impressive manner.* " Such has been the
" conduct of your reformer. This was the man

;
you le-

*' member his entry into the capital, trampling on the hearse of
*' the Duke of Rutland, and seated in a triumphal car, drawn
" by public credulity ; on one side fallacious hope, and on the
" other many-mouthed profession ; a figure \vith two faces, one
" turned to the treasury, and the other presented to the peo-
" pie ; and with a double tongue, speaking contradictory lan-

" guages.
••' This minister alights; justice looks up to him with empty

" hopes, and peculation faints with idle alarms ; he finds the
" city a prey to an unconstitutional police ; he continues it ; he
" finds the country overburthened with a shameful pension list j

*' he increases it; he finds the House of Commons swarming
*' with placemen ; he multiplies them; he finds the salary of the
*' secretary increase to prevent a pension; he grants a pension;
'* he finds the kingdom drained by absentee employments, and by
*' compensations to buy them home ; he gives the best reversion
*' in the country to an absentee, his brother ! He finds the go-
*' vernment at different times had disgraced itself by creating
" sinecures, to gratify corrupt affection ; he makes two com-
" missioners of the rolls, and gives one of them to another bro-
" ther ; he finds the second council to the commissioners put
*' down because useless ; he revives it ; he finds the boards of
" accounts and stamps annexed by public compact ; he divides

*' them ; he finds the boards of customs and excise united b}'-

*' public compact; he divides them ; he finds three resolutions
;

" declaring, that seven commissioners are sufficient ; he makes
'' nine; he finds the country has sufferedby some peculations in the
" ordnance ; he increasesthe salaries of offices, and gives the places
*^ to members ; to members of parliament."

The next attack upon the minister was made on the 1st of
February, when Mr. Grattan, after having desired several re-

soluLions to be read from the Journals once more, went over his

old ground, and in a stupendous stream of oratoryf arraigned

Now as to the peculation, instead of 6 or 8000/. look at the documents and
yoa will see, that in the space of time, which Lord Buckingham examined,
about ten years, the def;ilcalion on musquets and bayonets was ujnvards of
30,000/. In the article of j^^-unpowder issued, but not accounted for, 9000/.
defalcation in g'unpowder 26,000/. The excess of the profit on g'un])o\vder in
four years, boui^ht from Iri^h manufiictures, over what it mig-ht be boug-ht for
from EugUsh, 17,000/. Besides these discoveries Lord Buckingham has discover-
ed how 800/ a year may, and wiil in future be saved to the nation in the issue
of powder to the several regiments : yet these are things that gentlemen
affect to make light of, and blame Lord Buckingham, where he had so
much merit.

* 10 Pari. Deb. p. 15.

t In speaking of. the undue influence of the crown, and the non-respon-
sibility of the Irish minister, be thus expressed himself (10 Pari, Deb. p. 61)
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the whole system of the late administration, so stedfastly sup-
ported by the present. He then moved, " That the resolutions
^' of this house against increasing the number of the commis-
" sioners of the revenue and dividing of the boards, be laid be-

** The advocates for undue influence, who have appeared in England, have
*' admitted it to be a defect, but a defect that would mix with the c'onstitution

;

** the ministers of Ireland liave made that defect the only engine of their go-
** vernment; our ministers have picked up from the British constitution iio-
" thing but the most corrupt part of her practice, and that they have carried
•' into the most daring excesses. No constitutional bills to heal: no popular
*' bills to pacify. The currency, the pure poison unmixed, unquenched,
*' unqualified

; or if qualified, tempered only with revenge. On this principle
*' did the ministers take into their venal and vindictive hand the table of pro-
" scriptions, on this principle did they remove, not because the place was un-
" necessary ; they have made unnecessary offices ; on this principle did they
" deprive, not because the pension list was overburthened ; they have aug-
** mented that list, but because the placemen so removed and the pensioner
*' so deprived had voted against the will of the minister, in questions wherein
*' tliat minister was pronounced to be ur<constitutional, and convicted to be
*' corrupt. On the same principle did the ministry try the paltry arts of di-
^* vision, holding out the aristocracy to the people, "as the old accomphce of
** the ministers, and to the country gentlemen, as the monopolizers of emolu-
*' ments, as ifby the spoil of the aristocracy the minister could bribe away the
'* independency of the country gentlemen, and rob the people of that small,
* but respectable support, and suik that body into the herd of the castle. On
** the same principle did the minister attack the dignitv of the peerage,
" by the sale of honours, and the dignity of this house, by the application
*' of the money to purchase for the servants of the castle seats in the
*' assembly of the people. On the same principle did they attack the pu-
*' rity of this house, by the multiplication of office, and division of estab-
*' lishraent.

*' I will not say the ministers went into the open street with cockades
** in their hats, and drums :n th.eir hands ; but I do say they were as public,
** and had as openly broken terms with decorum, as if they had so open-
** ly paraded in College Green, with their business lettered on their fore-
" head.

•* Such has been their practice, and such practice has been defended!
*' Merciful Heaven, defended ! We have been taught to believe the Irish
" viceroy is not to be atiected in his situation by the sense of the people of
** this country.

" Here you will stop to consider and demand why all this ? Why this at-
•' tack on Ireland ? The minister will tell you vrliat caused, but I will tell you
*' what contributed. It was impunity, impunity. You have no adequate re-
" sponsibility in Ireland, and politicians laugh at the sword of justice, which
*' falls short of their heads, and only precipitates on their reputations. Sir,

** this has never yet exercised herself in the way of vindictive justice, in the
" case of Strafford, she was but an humble assistant, and yet in tliis country
*' we have had victims, the aristocracy at different times has bee^ a victim,
*• the whole people of Ireland for almost an entire century were a victim ; but
*' ministers in all the criminal successions....here is a chasm, a blank in your

• *' history. Sir, you have in Ireland no axe, therefore no good minister. Sir,

" it is the misfortune of this countr} , tliat the principles of her constitution
*' have not yet become entirely the maxims of all those, who take the lead in
" her government. They have no public mind, their maxims are provincial,
" and this misconception of our situation is not a little assisted by a prudent
" sense of their own interest. They know that Ireland does not pimish : they
" see that the British court does reward. This will explain why the Irish
*' court prefers a strong corrupt government to a good sound constitution.**
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" fore his majesty, with an humble address, that his majesty
" will be gracioQsty pleased to order to be laid before us the
" particulars of the representations in consequence of which two
" new commissioners of the customs had been added, notwith-
" standing the resolutions of this house ; and also that his ma-
" jesty will be graciously pleased to communicate to his faithful
" commons, the names of the persons concerned in recommend-
" ing that measure."
Mr. Conolly seconded the motion, and indignantly confessed

he was ashamed of himself, when he saw his name inrolled in an
assembly, that could first censure, and then support the Marquis
of Buckingham ; and if he couldjudge by the complexion of the

house, was still determined to sanction his proceedings : he
remarked, that the two additional commissioners were not only
added to the original number, in despite of the resolutions of
that house, but they were added for the purposes of corruption,

coercion, and revenge.

The motion was vehemently opposed by Mr. John Beresford,
the head commissioner of the customs, and more ably hv Sir Her-
cules Langrishe,* who had been longer employed in the coUec-

*This g-entleman in the course of his arg-ument palliated though he did not
deny the substance of the charges made by tlie opposition. He spoke a very
intelligible language. "As to the occasional expences of the present time,
*' as particularly alluded to, I shall only say, I hope I never was either the
" preceptor or pupil of corruption, nor the advocate of prodigality. I am sure
*' I never shared in the one in order to practise or palliate the other

; yet with
*' every conviction on my mind of the duty of government to observe ccconomy,
** I must say, that critical occasions sometimes occ\u', in which the most pure
** and perfect minister can scarcely adhere to it. I am afraid that the recol-
*' lection of those who hear me cannot furnish an instance of strong dissensions
*' between the crown and the parliament, in which, through the progress of
*' accommodation, some public expence has not been incurred. These ideas
*' may not, perhaps, be justified on abstract reasonrnq- : but from the nature
** and habits of man, the fact is unavoidable; and if it be unavoidable, I think
" it is pardonable ; and I believe it is unavoidable, because it never was
** avoided. No ! vrhilst human aftairs are administered by human creatures,
*' human passions will interpose, and the govern'>rs and governed will act un-
*< der their impulse ; but it is the purpose and the principle, the motive and
'* the magnitude that decide the venality of the action, and that a critical emer-
** gency may vindicate occasional expence from systematical prodigality. I
*' know very well nothing can justify corruption ; the constitution that recog-
*' nizes influence in the crown, rejects corruption, and though I admit that in-
" fluence may appear, I utterly deny that corruption does. I appeal to the
*' experience of some years, if, on great and interesting occasions, there has
" ever been wanting a sufficient share of public virtue to assert the rights and
" maintain the interests of this country; neither do I thmk it very prudent to
" suggest contrary notions to the people, whose peace and prosperity depend
" on their obedience to the laws they have made. They will not be fond to
" drink of the stream, if you tell them the source, from which it flows is cor-
'* rupted; suffer them to "feel that they are happy, that they are free, that they
" are masters of their property, and secure in their persons, and that it is UU'
" necessary for them to feel the parallel or follow the example of a neighbour-
*' ing people that has been referred to ; a people, who have been long bending
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tion of the revenue, than any other member of that house. He
entered into an elaborate disquisition of the origin, nature, union,

aiid division of the boards of excise and customs, and hmitaiion
of the number of commissioners under different statutes, and
strongly contended for the total dissimilarity between the pe-
riods of 1771 and 1790- The Attorney General and some few-

other members also opposed the motion. The debate was car-

ried on with great violence till towards two o'clock in the morn-
ing, when upon a division there appeared 80 for and 135 against

the motion.

The next effort of the opposition was Mr. CUrran's motion,
" That an humble address should be presented to his majesty,
*' praying that he would order to be laid before that house, the
" particulars of the causes, consideration, and representations,
" in consequence of which the boards of stamps and accounts
" had been divided, with an increase of salary to the officers ;
*' also, that he would be graciously pleased to communicate to
" that house the names of the persons who recommended that
** measure."*'

He prefaced his motion with a speech of much point and abi-

lity. The board of accounts had been instituted in Lord Towns-
hend's administration ; it came forward in a manner rather in-

auspicious, it was questioned in parliament, and was decided in

the house by the majority of the five members who had receiv-

ed places under it ; born in corruption, it could only succeed by-

venality ! It continued an useless board, until the granting of
the stamp duties in Lord Harcourt's time ; the management of
the stamps was then committed to it, and a solemn compact
was made, that the taxes should not be jobbed, but that both
departments should be executed by one board ; so it continued,

till it was thought necessary to encrease the salaries of the com-
missioners in the Marquis of Buckingham's famous administra-

tion, but then nothing was holden sacred.

He brought forward that motion, not as a question of finance,

not as a question of regulation, but as a penal enquiry, and the

people would now see, whether they were to hope for help with-

in these walls. He rose in an assembly of three hundred per-

sons, one hundred of whom had places or pensions; in an as-

sembly, one-third of whom had their ears sealed against the

** under slavery and oppression, and are now engaged in a bold effort to obtain
** what they peaceably and perfectly enjoy already. They contended for equal
" laws and ascertained rights ; they had "them. They fought for liberty ; they
" enjoyed it; and long might they enjoy that first of human blessings, unim-
*' paired by power on one hand, and undisturbed by groundless suspicions on
'* tlie other ; and long might the parental vigilance of the right honourable
•* member superintend and protect it ; let his constitutional jealousy be ever
" awake, let it be scrupulous, but let it be temperate, let it be severe, but let

" it be practicable."
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complaints of the people, and their eyes intently turned to their

own interest ; he rose before the whisperers of the treasury, the

bargainers and the runners of the castle : he addressed an au-

dience, before whom was holden forth the doctrine, that the

crown ought to use its influence on the members of that house.

He rose to try when the sluices of corruption had been let

loose upon them, whether there were any means left to stem

that torrent.

The debate broke out into great intemperance from both

sides : the division upon the motion was 81 in support, and 141

against it.^

Whatever may have been the merits or demerits of the police

bill, certain it is, that it was most vehemently ,supported and

opposed by the contending parties, with more than ordinary

expressions and means of recommendation and reprobation. In

order to give more sanction to the measure, his majesty was
advised to mark his personal approbation of their efforts to up-

hold and improve that system of policy, in his answerf to the

address of the commons, selecting as it were this alone out of

several objects comprised in the address.

{On the 11th of February, a fresh attack was made upon the

ministry, who acted during the whole session upon the defen-

sive. Mr. Forbes called the attention of the house to some
particular branches of the public expenditure, in order to pre-

pare the minds of gentlemen for the consideration of the two

• In the course of this debate, a ministerial member (Mr. Moore) had made
and repeated his declaration, that against a desperate party, combined to seize

the crown, he, if he were a member, would think himselfjustified in employ-
ing all the influence of the crown, for the crown's protection. But the attor-

ney general thought it prudent to rebut the imputation made at his concur-
rence in this opinion. 10 Par. Deb. p. 123. " Sir, said he, I never did insi-
*' nuate in any way that we should obtain majorities by corruption : such a sen-
*' timent never entered into my mind. I trust. Sir, that on my ovvn account, I need
*' not make this declaration ; to those who know me, it is unnecessary; but I
*' think it necessary to explain, that no such declaration was made on the part
" of government, otherwise I know, that it would be put into the newspapers,
** and be industriously propagated through the country, that government had
•* broached such doctrines, doctrines, which I believe, the gentlemen with
" whom I act, reject and abhor."

t 10 Par. Deb p. 135.

The King's Answer to the Address of the House of Commons.
** George R.

" His majesty has received with gi'eat satisfaction, the dutifij
« and loyal address of his faithful commons ; the assurances of their attach-
** ment to his majesty's person, fainily and government, and the disposition
" which they express to provide for the exigencies of the public service, and
** to uphold and improve that system of policy, which has been attended with
" such beneficial consequences to his majesty's faithful subjects in Ireland,
*' are highly pleasing to his majesty.

*' G. R."
4 10 Par. Deb. p. 19Q.
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measures, a place bill and a pension bill, which he proposed td

introduce in the course of some few days. He then expatiated

at large upon every topic that had been agitated during the

course of the session, and concluded with the following motion.
*' That an humble address be presented to his majesty, stating,
*' that having taken into our consideration the income and ex-
" penditure of the nation, we find ourselves obliged to lay be-
*' forr- him certain abuses and m'sapplications of a considerable
*' portion of the public revenues ; that the list of pensions on the
" 21st of January, 1789, appears to have increased to the sum
*' of 101,000/. exclusive of the military pensions, which amount
*' to 6,500/. a sum nearly equal to half the charges of the civil

*' establishment ; that the pensions placed on the civil and mili-
*' tary establishments since the 24th of February, 1784, exclu-
•^ sive of those granted in lieu or exchange of former pensions,
*' amounted to 29,800/. ; 12,313/. of which have been placed on
" the establishment since December, 1787; that the amount of
*' pensions en the civil establishment has increased since the
" 25th of March, 1784, in the sum of 16,000/. ; that many of
** those pensions have been granted to members of this house,
** during the pleasure of the crown, in violation of the princi-

" pies of the constitution, and honour of the House of Com-
** mons ; that a number of new and additional salaries, in
** the nature of pensions, had of late been annexed, not only to
** old offices, which had become obsolete and useless, but also to
*' lesser offices, mostly sinecure, or hitherto considered of so in-

" significant a nature, as to entitle the holders of such offices to
" very small salaries ; that an addition of 300/. per annum, has
** been lately granted to the salarv of the customer of Kinsale, to
" commence from the 29th of September, 1789; and a further
** addition of 200/. payable on a contingency, both for the life

*' of the present possessor ; an office which has been for years
" considered as useless and obsolete, to which no duty whatso-
*' ever is annexed, nor any attendance required ; that an addi-
*' tion of 400/. per annum has been lately granted to the salary

" of comptroller of the pipe, though 5ol, 10s, has for years been
" considered as an adequate compensation for the discharge of
" the duties of that office. That an addition of 150/. per an-
" num has also been lately granted to the barrack-master of
" Dublin. That the persons to whom those additional salaries

*' have been granted, are all members of this house. Humbly
*' beseeching his majesty graciously to interpose, to restrain the
'' progress of a system of expence, which must soon induce a
" necessit)? of resorting to new loans, and of imposing new
*' taxes."

The motion was seconded by Mr. Conolty. Each debate

grew warmer than the preceding. Many coarse personalities
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were substituted for argument. The opposition not onlv up-
braided the gentlemen of the treasury benches with being bought
and hired to vote against their own convictions and t^e welfare
of their country, but tliey taunted them, with the want of abili-

ty and talent, as well as of honour and honesty. This was
highly resented by the attorney-general, who strongly charged
his opponents with imperious turbulence, and overbearing, for
no other purpose than to attain that power, which they could
not behold enjoyed by others without envy. To Vv'hich Mr.
Forbes replied: he said, that he was not ashamed to declare,

that he preferred the man, who contended for power rather than
place ; he was not ashamed to confess, that he wished for and
ambilioned the possession of power, which might enable him
and his friends to effectuate beneficial measures for the country,
and obtain a pension, place, and a responsibility bill, and other
salutary measures, in support of which, gentlem.en, with whom
he had the honour of co-operating, had publicly and solemnly
pledged themselves. lie said, he should ever prefer men who
contended for such a povrer of serving their country, to a set of
men who, regardless of principles, characters, and measures,
were the indiscriminate supporters of any and every descrip-

tion of men, whom an unforeseen occurrence of circumstances,
the confusion of times, or the coalition of parties, might enable
to take possession of the government.

^"^' On this occasion the opposition encveased: there being
upon the division 92 for the address, against 136, that opposed
it.

* In the course of this debate, Mf. Monk Mason in defending" the pension
given to Mr. Orde as an usual thing-, v.ndertook'to prove to the house, bv an
historical detail of the secretaryships, that so far from such grants being un-
precedented, he should clearly prove to the house, that with the single excep-
tion of Mr. Fitzherbert, (that amiable man, -whose departure from this conn'
try they all regretted) the secretary of every permanent administration, for
these last forty years, had been invariably rewarded for his services in that
station, at the expence of that kingdom : he had no doubt, that the practice
was of more ancient date, but shouid confine himself to that period, which had
fallen Vvithinhis own experience.
He should therefore begin with the year 1749, in the administration of Lord

H:irrington, v/hose secretary, Mr. Weston, obtained as his reward, the oHice
of alnager, for a term of years.
Mr. Weston w as succeeded by Lord George Sackville, the son and secreta-

ry of the Duke of Dorset, who M'as appointed clerk of the council.
Lord George was succeeded by General .Conway, the late clerk of the ha-

naper.

General Conway was succeeded by Mr. Rigby,the late master ofthe rolls.
Mr. Rigby was succeeded by Mr. Gerard Hamilton, whose office of chan-

cellor of the exclicquer, they had purchased from him, at the expence of a
pension of 2,500/. a year for a number of lives.

Mr. Hamilton v.-as succeeded by Lord Beauchamp, who, if he were not
misii.formed, derived some sonsiderable emoluments from thuteounU-v, thoutrh
not in his own name.

*

VOL. III. i, 1
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No character of an individual ever was more material to th«

interests of a kingdom, than that of Mr. Grattan to those of

Ireland. Of the unrivalled powers of his mind, there never
were two opinions. If these sheets have fairly (though faintly)

recorded his exertions in favour of his country, up to the year

1782, it is presumed, that the judgment of the whole British

empire upon his public conduct up to that period, will he in

strict unison with that of his country, which then rewarded his

fidelity and talents with a patriotic donation of 50,000/. From
that great epoch in Irish historv, no character has ever been

more variously represented than that of Mr. Grattan. A maa
covered with the most honourable trophies of a grateful country,

must in the jarring conflicts of political convulsions stand expo-

sed to the shafts of ambition, fear, jealousy, envy and revenge.

The spirit of party rose to an unprecedented height under Lord
Buckingham's administration, and Mr. Grattan uniformly

opposed the principles and measures of that system. One part

of the nation supported and looked up to him with enthusiasm

Lord Beanchamp was succeeded by Lord Frederick Campbell, a nobleman
of too high rank to desire any reward from tliat country, for the sliort time he
resided in it ; but liis successor under the same administration (Lord Macart-
ney) was rewarded for his services, by the government of tlie Castle of Foom-,

with a salaiy of 1500/. a year.

Lord Macartney was succeeded by the right honmirable gentleman on the

second bench, who derived some advantages from his services m tliat station ;

though perhaps, not adequate either to his own merit, or Mr. Mason's good
wishes.

The right honourable gentleman was succeeded by Sir Richard Heron,
who held an employment in the port of Cork, worth 800/. a year.

From the time' of Lord Buckinghamsliire, till the arrival of the Duke of
Rutland, the government of that country was continually changing j theii'

secretaries were merely birds of passage ; but Mr. Orde, who obt;uned the

pension in question, as a reward for his services, which he well desei'ved,

resided in that kingdom for three years, in times of difficulty and confusion ;

devoting the whole of his attention, and even sacrificing his healtli, to an
anxious desire, not only of promoting the present welfare of that country,

but that of the rising generation also.

A very short, but singularly emphatical speech of Mr. O'Neil in this debate

ought not to pass unnoticed. " 10 Par. Deb. p. 210. He thought it wholly
** unnecessary for gentlemen on the other side, to adduce a single argument
*' upon any question, while the_v had an omnipotent number of 140 to support
" tliem. On the subject of influence, the denial of it, he said, was ridiculous^
** as there was not a lady then sitting at tea in Dublin, who, if she were told
" that there were 120 men in that house, composed of placemen and pensioners^
*' would not be able to say how the question would be decided, as well as
" the tellers on the division. He said the very first act m every session of
** parliament, which was the bill of supply, vvent to raise the interest for a
'* million and a half of money for ministers to divide amongst themselves. I
" do say, and I say it prophetically," continued he, " that the people will
' resist it. The members of this house bear but a small proportion to the
*' people at large. I'here are gentlemen outside those doors, of as good
" education and of as much judgment of the relative duties of representation,
" as any' man within doors, and matters are evidently ripening-, and will shortly
^' come to a crisis."
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a« the grateful and faithful servant, the true friend and ablest
advocate of his country. The other part (the less numerous
and the more opulent) considered and represented him as a
factious ingrate, a secret and dangerous enemy, and little short
of an avowed traitor to his king and country. As he headed
the most determined opposition ever made against the Irish
government, his conduct has been scrutinized with censorious
scrupulosity. He was the founder and promoter of the Whig
Club of Ireland: and from his proposal, did the members pledge
themselves to each other, not to accept offices under any admi-
nistration, that would not support, until they obtained for the
people, a pension bill, a place bill, a responsibility bill, and a bill

to prevent the revenue officers from voting at elections. In
this debate upon Mr. Forbes's motion, Mr. Grattan in reply to

some observations made from the treasury bench on the subject
of party, distinctly disclosed the objects, whigii he and his friends

professed to have in view.^

* 10 Par. Deb. p. 216. We have been called, said he, the tail of a British
faction ; by whom ? By those, or the followers of those, who owe their liveli-

hood, or their first elevation to what they call that British faction : by tliose
who have received 1, 2, or 3000/. a year from that British faction; whose nu-
merous f.iiriiiies have been fed by that British faction ; ur wJKise introduction
into political life was first due, a^id the consequences, therefore, in some
de.^ree, to be attributed to that British faction. There is not one g-entleman
in the i)rcsent Irish administration who is really confidential, tliat is not boun-
den by the closet relationship or the greatest political pecuniary obligations to
that British faction; nor is there any one of them or of those, who act under
tliem, that would not be the humt)le servant of that British faction, if the kevs
of tlie treasury were pnce more in tJicir hands; nor is there any one of them,
who would not, and does not now, for his private interest, personaliv and
privately coin-t tliat Brilisii faction. VvHien such men revile that bndv, and
instigate tiieir tViends, and followers and retainei-s, to revile tjiat body', such
men do not acquit tliemseives of the ci)arg-e of party, but co»ivict themselves
of the basest ing-ratitude and vilest adulation ; tliey prove themselves willing
toofter their v/reiclied incense to whomsoever shall be in power; to those from
whom they now receive wages, and therefore fawn on, at the expence of those,
from wliom they did receive wag-es, from whom tliey are ready to receive
wages, but fram whom, at this jxirticular moment, tliey receive wages no
longer ; and tlicreforc such men are not ai)ove party, but so very mercenary
and menial as to be below faction. Just so, the coachman who drives the minis'-

ter ; he serves secretary after secretary, he is handed down from master to
master, and he enquires not into the principles of any, but receives v.'ages from
all; and his justification is, that he is a servant: but should he, servan.. as he
is, like some of you, revile these masters who have paid him, then he v/ould
be a faitliless hireling, and not an honest servant.

Sii", I will tell gentlemen, what description of party is beneficial; a party
united on public principle, by the bond of certain specific public measures,
v/hicli measures cannot be carried by individuals, and can only succeed by
party.

1 will state some of ours, a pension bill, a place bill, a repeal of the present
Dublin })olice bill, a responsibility bill, that is, a bill requiring the acts of tjie

executive power to be signed by cerlain officers resident in Ireland, who siiall

be with their lives and fortunes, responsible to this kingdom in the measures
and cxpencc-s of govornmeiii ; also a bill to preserve the fVcedcm of elect-ion;
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The next plan of attack fell to the lot of Mr. George Pon-
sonby, who after he had gone over the old course of popu^r
grievances, finished with this observation, that as they had
declared from the opposite benches, that they would avow and
defend every measure of Lord Buckingham, there was little

hope of his succeeding in his motion, though he had observed
that the transcendant abilities of Mr. Grattan had, on the last

debate, encreased the number of those, who voted on their

side of the house. His motion was : To represent to his ma-
" jesty, that his faithful commons having taken into considera-
*' tion the grov/th of public expence in the last year, could
*' not but observe many new and encreased salaries, annexed
*' to offices granted to members of this house, no fewer in num-
'' ber than fourteen ; that so rapid an increase of places, to-

" gether with the number of additional pensions, could not but
*' alarm the house ; and though they never could entertain a
" doubt of his majesty's affection and regard for his loyal king-
*' dom of Ireland, yet they feared, that his majesty's servants
^^ might, by misinformation, so far have abused his majesty's
'* confidence, as to have advised such measures for the purpose
" of increasing influence."

Mr. Grattan seconded the motion; which after a warm
debate till one o'clock was negatived by a majority of 146,

against 87.

by disqualifying' revenue officers ; ar.d further a total demolition of the new
charg-cs created by the M;irquis of Buckingliam. Tliese are some of the
measures M'hicli we, if we should have power, arepiedgedto the public to carry

into specific execution. I read them the rather,' because litcra scripta manet,
the public hears and v. Ill record.

These are some of our measures : I now turn to administration, and call

upon them to state their measm'es ; wluit bills ff^r the 'public g'ood ? State

them ; come forth ; I pause to g-ive tliem time to consider. Well, what are

they ? Not one public, constitutional, or wise reg'ulation, there thev sit under
the public eye; a blank, g-utted, excavated, and eviscerated of any one single,

constitutional, or aconomic bill, principle or project for the good of the com-
munity.

Sir, I will give these g'cntlemer. of administration, on t'ois topic of party, the

greatest advantage they can in their situation receive. I will draw a veil over

the past, and forget the specific services which we have performed, and those

which \vc are pledg-ed to perform for the good of the country. I v/iil also

forg-et the injuries, which they and their abettors have at different times

inflicted, and are this hour inflicting- on the community ; let us start as

it v.ere anew, set name against name, and we v.ili beat them down by cha-
racter.

I have submitted a description of a party which I conceive to be a public

benefit. I will state to 5-ou a description of a pai-ty which I conceive to be the
public curse ; if party it can be called, which is v/orse than a faction, and
nothing more than an impudent phalanx of political mercenaries, coming" from
their little respective offices to vote for their bribe and vapour for their cliarac-

ter, who liave neith.erthe principles of patriotism, nor ambition, nor party, iior

Iionour : who are governed not by deliberation, but disciplii;e.; and licking the

hands that feed, and worshipping the patron tiiat biibes them. Degraded
men, disgraceful tribe ! When they vote for measures, tijey r,re vena! wlien

£uch men talk against party, they arc impudent.
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Not only the actual opposition given to the system of govern-
mt'iit by jMr. Grattan was displeasing to them, but the perse-
verance and pov/eriul talents, with which he now kept up an
aggressive Vv-ariare, rendered him personally, obnoxious in pro-
portion as he became formidable to his opponents. On no
occasion during the session did he press the ministers more
closely, than on the 20th of February, when he opened upon
them a nev/ battery, for which they had not been prepared. He
rose unexpectedly in the house, and without any preface thus ac-
costed the chair.

-^-"SiR,

" WE persist to combat tlie project to govern this ccuntrvby
" corruption. We have hitherto contended against those parts
" of the system, which proceeded to undermine the constitution,
" without an apparent breach of the law, and therefore, might
<' im]50se on the public as a government by law ; such was the
" addition of two unnecessary commissioners ; such were the
" unnecessary salaries for four officers of the stamps: such were
*' the additional salaries to four officers of the ordnance ; such,
" in short, the creation of fourteen new parliamentary places,
** and of eight or nine parliamentary pensions, in the course of
'' less than twelve months. These measures import their ov.ai

" crim.inality. and bespeak on the part of his majesty's minis-
'^^ ters, a design to govern this country by sapping the founda-
'' tion of her liberty. They called upon us to disallow them,
" they called upon us to withdraw our confidence from the
" ministers by whom they were imposed ; but they went no
" further. They did not appear to be accompanied with any
*' overt act, whereby the criminal designs of their authors could
" be substantiated by evidence enough to punish tb.elr persons

;

" they were good reasons for dismissing the ministers for ever
" from Ills majesty's councils, but not grounds for personal
" punishment.

" But there is another part of this project, wherein his ma-
" jesty's ministers have not only attempted to undermine the
" constitution, but have actually broken the lav/s ; for that pan
" of the project, we conceive his majesty'^^ ministers to be
" impeachable. Sir, the s-de of honours is an impeachable
" offence; the crime speaks itself. But to take the point out of
*' doubt, I will state to you a case ; the Duke of Buckingham,
" in the reign of Charles I. was impeached on thirteen articles,
" and the ninth article was tlie sale of honours ; the verv crime,
*' of which the ministers of Ireland have been guilty. He
" was impeached for the sale of a peerage to Lord Roberts for
" 10,000/.

10Par..Deb. p, 264.



sro AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

" The House of Commons in support of the Impeachment,
^ stated the heinousness of perverting the ancient and honoura-
*' ble way of obtaining titles of honour. They urged the crime
*' of taking away from the crown, the fair and frugal way of
" rewarding great and deserving servants. They stated the
" crime of shuffling promiscuously and confusedly together,
" those of inferior alloy, with those of the purest and most
" generous metal. They urged, that it was a prodigious
" scandal to the nation, and that for such offence, precedent
" there was none, and then they call for justice on the head
" of that man, who by making honour saleable, had rendered it

" contemptible.
" But there is a circumstance in the offence of the Irish mi-

nistry, which is not to be found in the case of the Duke of

Buckingham ; they have applied the money arising from the
" sale to model the House of Commons ; this is another im-

peachable offence ; that minister who sells the honours of

one house to model the representation of the other, is im-

peachable for the last offence as well as the first ; he makes a
" wicked, and scandalous, and illegal use of the prerogative
*' of the crov/n, in order to destroy the privileges of parliament.
*' He makes the two houses of parliament auxiliary, not to sup-
*' port, but to contaminate one another. Thus he is a conspira-
*' tor against the legislation ; attacking it in both houses of
" parliament, and poisoning the two great sources of the law.
*' But this practice corrupts also the dispensation of justice
*' as well as the fountains of the law ; the sale of a peerage,
*' is the sale of a judicial employment of the highest judicial
*' situation ; a situation, whose province it is to correct the
" errors of all other courts ; such a sale goes against thecom-
*' mon law, and against the spirit of every statute made on the
*' subject.

" I say the present ministers of this country cannot govern
" Ireland, thev cannot govern Ireland for England ; I do not
'' call corruption government, not the carrying a question at the
*' loss of their money and character. They have then pro-
" cured for British government, neither character sufficient to
*' command respect, nor revenue sufficient to pay the establish-

" ment; but then they have gotten other strength, they have
" gotten the support and good will of the nation. No, the loss
*' of the nation's good will is synonymous with the loss of repu-
^' tation.

The independent country gentlemen never can support a
'-'• minister who practises extravagance and professes corruption;
'' supporting such a minister they would be country gentlemen
" no longer, they would be the servants of the castle out of
" livery. They must .see and despise the pitiful policy of
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** buying the country gentlemen, by an offer to wrap them up in

" the old casL-clothes of the aristocracy. A clumsey covering
" and a thin disguise, never the object of your respect, fre-

" quently the subject of your derision ; the country gentleman
" must recollect how seldom he can procure even an audience
*' from that bench, except when he artificially deserts his
" cause and his country. Place him on his native hills, and
" he is a protection against the storm ; transplant him to
" the hot-bed of the castle, he degenerates and becomes a weed.

" As to the aristocracy, I will not say you have alienated
" every member of that bod}' ; but I do say, you have alienated
" as great, as respectable, and as formidable a part of that body,
" as ever stood in the phalanx of opposition; and you have not
^' only given them every personal provocation, but every public
" topic, and every public provocation to raise on their side, the
^' interest, the feelings, and the voice of the community. You
" have not, however, left } ourselves without some part of the
" aristocracy of the country, but that part you have endeavoured
'' to leave without any kind of reputation, by directing against
" the aristocracy of Ireland in general, the whisper of your
'' castle, and the scurrility of your press, reducing all men to the

"level of your ov.'n reputations. I'hus, the result of your
" project has been to render British government in this country,
" as feeble and contemptible, as the tendency of your project
" is to render the Irish constitution corrupt and dependant.
" For the sake of both nations, therefore, we oppose it ; but
*' how defeat this project ? Certainly not by a plan of self-de-
*' fence. It is a maxim of war, that the body that is ever
*' attacked, and only defends, must finally be subdued, it is then
*' on a principle of self-preservation, that we resort to the good
" old method of impeachment. We have long disputed about
" this pension and that place, until inch by inch we are driven
" into our trenches by a victorious enemy. It is now necessary
*' to change our system of action, and to come forth with the
** power of the constitution to punish the enemies thereof. We
*' call this house, whose foundation the minister now undermines,
*' to witness that we are compelled to this, and that these men
" have, by a multiplication and repetition of plunder, prodi-
*' gality, corruption, insult, outrage and misdemeanours, brought
" forth at last the reluctant justice of the nation. The great
*' influences, which the philosopher tells you are necessary to
^' bind together the moral s)stem are wanting here. The In-
'' fluence of opinion, of future and sublunary punishment : the
*' two first the minister disregards ; be it our province to intro-
" duce into this region the last, that his majesty's ministers may
*' be sensible there is a vindictive justice, and 'that there is in
*' this country a power competent' to indict that justice upoix
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*' them. Gentlemen come over to this country for a livelihood,
" and they find servants who, like themselves, look to govern-
*' ment for nothing but a livelihood, and this alliance, that does
" not include an idea of public care or duty, they call an admi-
" nistration ; but it is our task to interrupt this venal commerce
*' by impeachment. Had the people of England only condemned
*' ship money, they had done nothing. No, they Ijrought forth
*' to public punishment the projectors, they exhibited the raale-
*' factor at the bar of the nation. The injuries you have suf-

" fered, demand a spectacle of that kind; a state offender kneel-

" ing at the bar of the lords, and impeached in the name, and on
*' the behalf of the commons of this realm. I therefore move
" you,

*'- That a select committee be appointed to inquire, in the
" most solemn manner, whether the late or present administra-
*' tion have entered into any corrupt agreement v^rith any person
" or persons, to recommend such person or persons to his ma-
" jesty as fit and proper to be by him made peers of this realm,
*' in consideration of such person or persons giving certain sums
*' of money to be laid out in procuring the return of members to

" serve in parliament, contrary to the rights of the people, incon-
•^^ sistent with the independence of parliament, and in violation of
" the fundamental laws of the land."

This very severe and pointed attack was resisted by the chan-

cellor of the exchequer for want of evidence to ground any
specific charge upon: simple assertion and common fame were
totally insufficient : therefore, to the crime alleged, they pleaded

not guilty, and put themselves upon their country to be judged
by their actions. The prime serjeant found the motion of so

extraordinary a nature, of such alarming magnitude and novelty,

and introduced in so strange a manner, that no man could, con-

sistently with the principles ofjustice, or the dictates of his con-

science accede to it. When the attention of the house was
bespoken for that day, gentlemen, according to the usual course

of parliamentary proceedings, requested to know the intended

subject of debate ; all information was withholden, and a general

reference made to the former debates. If the minister in either

country should introduce a proposition of so much noveltv with-

out a previous information, there would be stronger ground than

common fame to suspect an intention to surprize the house : if

the measure be so self-evident, why had it been kept back, and
introduced after five days preparation, with a reference to several

authorities to support its propriety ^ And among others, one

from the inauspicious reign of Charles I. ; a reign, in which

the other house of parliament was voted useless, and which ter-

minated in the sacrifice of the king to hyprocrisy and faction.

If any better authority could be produced, the honourable mem-
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her would have recurred to it : but even that precedent, as cited,

did not go so far as to say, that the House of Commons of that

day, instituted a committee to fish for evidence, whereon to

ground an accusation: a species of proceeding, in his judgment,

inadmissible.

A very severe debate ejisued, about the close of which, Mr.
Grattan rose to reply ; he was indignant, that it should have

been said in debate, that the facts rested upon his simple asser-

tion. " Will you," said he, " rest it on that ? Will you main-
" tain it is only a simple assertion? 1 do not assert only, that, I

" have heard it commonly said, and specially stated, the sums,

'' the persons, the circumstances j but 1 said I never heard it

" out of these walls denied. It is a crime as generally known,'^

" and as publicly reported, as any thing, which is not yet re-

'' duced to special conviction; it is a crime we offer to prove
;

" we come here to arraign the ministers of the crown. I will

" read the charges which I make against them." He then read

the following paper.
" We charge them publicly, in the face of their country, with

" making corrupt agreements for the sale of peerages, for doing
*' which, we say they are impeachable ; we charge them with
"- corrupt agreements for the disposal of the money arising from
" the sale, to purchase for the servants of the castle, seats in
*' the assembly of the people ; for doing v/hich we say they are
'' impeachable ; we charge them with committing these offences,
'^ not in one, nor in two, but in many instances, for which com-
" plication of offences, we say they are impeachable ; guilty of
" of a systematic endeavour to undermine the constitution in
" violation of the laws of the land. We pledge ourselves to
" convict them. We dare them to go into an enquiry. We
" do not aflect to treat them as other than public malefactors.
" We speak to them in a style of the most mortifying and humi-
*' liating defiance. We pronounce them to be public criminals.
" Will they dare to deny the charge? I call upon, and dare the
" ostensible member to rise in his place, and say on his honour,
** that he does not believe such corrupt agreements have taken
" place. I wait for a specific answer." After some pause,

Mr. Secretary Hobart replied, that if he could think the right

honourable gendeman had any right to ask him the question he
had proposed, and were he alone concerned in it, he should find

no manner of difficulty in answering him ; but as it was a ques-

tion, which related to the exercise of his majesty's undoubted
prerogative, it would ill become him, upon the investigation of

an individual, to say what were the reasons, which had induced
his majesty to bestow upon anv person those honours, which the

crown alone could constitutionally confer. As to the charge-

VOL. \u. M m
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that had been made, he could not avoid expressing some sur-

prise, that gentlemen were not sufficiently alarmed by common
fame at the end of Lord Northington's administration, to bring

forward such a charge then. Common fame certainly did then

report, that peerages had been notoriously granted in return for

seats in the Commons House of parliament; yet the right ho-

nourable gentleman and his friends were in the confidence of that

administration, and must be presumed to be informed of the

fact. On which, Mr. ConoUy remarked, that his right honoura-

ble friend had asked a plain, unequivocal, direct question, and the

house was to judge whether he had received an intelligible and

satisfactory answer. The division was 144 against, and 88 for

the motion.

Another strong attack was made on the system of the new
police, in a very heattd debate, that arose upon the order of the

day ('-24th February) for going into a committee on the bill t©

continue an act passed in the 27th year of his present majesty,

intituled, " An ace for the better execution of the law and pre-
" servation of the peace within counties at large."

*When Mr. Forbes moved the place bill to be read a second

time, he shortly observed, that to expatiate on the necessity

of the bill before the house would be idle, when it was recol-

lected, that no less than one hundred and four persons, holding

places or pensions, were members of that house. If authority

Were necessary to justify the bill, authority was not wanting

;

for more than fourscore years Great Britain had experienced its

beneficial effects ; it was a principle annexed as part of the con-

ditions of placing on the throne the family of Brunswick ; it

was a principle interwoven with the revolution, and considered

as essential to the preservation of the people's liberty ; and if

these reasons were not sufficiently strong, he would add one

more : since the last session of the Irish parliament, no less than

fourteen new places had been created, and bestowed upon mem-
bers of that House of Commons.
The chancellor of the exchequer expected the honourable

gentleman would have urged some new or strong argument for

adopting so strong a measure as a total change in the principles

of their government. The honourable gentleman had said,

that they had the example of England before them ; but in

England tenfold precaution was necessary, because in England
the patronage of the crown was ten times greater than it was in

that country.

The heat of this debate exceeded that of any one of the

sessionj, and the opposition was the largest, viz. 96 against 143.

* 10 Par. Deb. p. 329.

t In this debate Mi\ Grattan held the following' strong- language. 10 Par.

Oeb. 340, '* Sir, I cannot avoid observing, that in this day's debate, g^entle-
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Another very long and interesting debate took place upon
the legality of issuing fiats for levying unascertained dama-
ges. One Magee'^", the printer of a paper, whilst under a cri-

minal prosecution at the suit of Mr. Higgins, was confined to

gaol upon different //6t^^, signed by Lord Clonmel, to the amount
of 7800/. He had petitioned parliament; a committee had been
appointed, and Mr. George Ponsonby moved," that it v/as the

*' men on the other side of the honsa have adopted a certain tone of power, I
*' presume In consequence of a very indecent and disordei'ly interposition oa
" the part of one, who does not belong to this house, though he lias lately
•' interfered in its proceeding's. Sir, I am not uninformed to what length that
** person went within these walls, even during the debates of this house; it
*' seems to me somewhat strange, that gentlemen on the other side should
*•'' dwell so much on t!ie necessity of parliamentary decorum, v.hen thev
•' have been evidently spirited up by an interposition, which in itself was the
*' grossest violation of parliamentary decency. Sir, I have been told it was
*' said, that I should have been stopped, should have been expelled the com-
** mons, should have been delivered up to the bar of the lords for the expres-
** sions delivered that day.
" I will repeat wliat I said on that day: I said that his majesty's ministers

•' had sT)ld the peerages, for which offence they were impeachable. I said
" they had applied the money for the purpose of purchasing seats in th«
** House of Commons f)r the servants or followers of the castie, for which
•' offence I said they were impeachable. I said they had done this, not in one
** or two, but in several instances, for which complication of offences I said
" his majesiy's ministers were impeachable, as public malefactors, who had
*' conspired against the common weal, the independency of parliament, and
" the fundamental laws of the land; and I offered, and dared them to put this
*' matter in a course of inquiry. I added, that I considered them as public
" malefactors, whom we were ready to bring to justice. I repeat these
" charges now, and if any thing more severe wej-e on a former occasion ex-
«' pressed, I beg to be reminded of it, and I will again rei)eat it. Why do }'0U
** not expel me now ? Why not send me to the bar of the lords ? Where is
•' your adviser ? Going out of the house I shall repeat my sentmients, that his
*' majesty's ministers are guilty of impeachable offences; and advancing to
" the bar of the lords, I shall repeat those sentiments, or if the tower is to be
'* my habitation, I will there meditate the impeachment of these minis-
«' ters, and return not to capitulate, but to punish. Sir, I think I know myself
*' well enough to say, that if called forth to sufier in a public cause, I
" will £ro farther than my prosecutors, both in virtue and in danger."

* 10 Par, Deb. p. 363. One fiat for 4000/. v/as issued against him ou
the affidavit of Mr. Daly, the manager of the Dublin theatre, who swore, that
certain malicious paragraphs had appeared in Magee's newspaper, in conse-
quence ofwhich he had suffered ilamages to the amount of 4000/. ; particular-

ly, that his four daughters and one son had suffered that loss in their future
prospects in life by the representations made in that paper that lie gained a

' livelihood by gaming. AnotherTfaf had issued for 800/. on an affidavit of one
Brennan, who estimated his loss at that sum for having been accused of keep-
ing a hoiuse of reception. A third issued for 1000/. on the affidavit of Miss
Fanny Tracey, (the residuary legatee of Mr. Higgins) who swore, that she
believed she had suffered to the amount of that sum by an insinuation in that
paper, that she was better acquainted with a certain gentleman, than she
ovight to be. And a fourth had issued for 1000/. on the affidavit of Mr.
Higgins, that his character (quod vide, p. 256, vol. 2. in a note) had suffered
to that amount, from certain malicious insinuations contained in Magee's pa-
pers. Magee's case v. as taken up very warmly by the public, and this failure
in parliamentary relief, in which he had'been very sanguine, tended t» encrease
the unpopularity of government-
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" opinion of the committee, that the issuing writs from courts
" of justice in actions of slander or defamation, where the sum
*' of daniiiges could not be fairly ascertained, and holding
" persons to special bail in excessive sums thereon, is illegal

" and subversive of the liberty of the subject." The motion,

however, was lost by a majority of 125 against 91.

Similar divisions after long and heated debates, determined

the fate of the responsibility and pension bills. In the debate

of the preceding evening, the gentlemen of the opposition had
been called up from the treasury bench, with an air of autho-

rity, to account for their very extraordinary conduct, during the

whole of that session of parliament. It certainly was an unplea-

sant session to the minister. On the 6th of March, Mr. Cur»

ran rose to make his promised motion; which he prefaced with

a long and animated speech. In answer to the recent call from
the opposite treasury benches, he said, on their conduct he was
not afraid to appeal solemnly to the sense of the people, at the

eve of a political dissolution, when the members of the house

were about to be refunded to the great mass of the people, and
to give an account, v/hether they had been remiss in their par-

liamentary vigilanoe, slumbered upon their posts, or betrayed

the passes of their constitution. He said, gentlemen on his side

of the house had been accused of invective : it was not their

wish to shield, but scourge venality. He decried the invective,

that could call a blush into the cheek of virtue or innocence ;

but the invective complained of, vras the last resource, which
God had left to injured virtue, and he gloried in the name of

being one of its dispensers. No man, he said, could be blamed
for want of character or talents ; he blamed not ministers for

inability to defend, but for inclination to destroy. They
had been charged with vindictiveness : but did they not, while

trampling on the liberty of the press on one side, employ it for

thepurposesof vilification, misrepresentation, and scurrility on the

other? rie then called upon the country to witness, that he and
the friends v/ith whom he acted, were solemnly pledged to each

other never to resign the project, which he had held up against

corruption ; and though he might never again rise in that house,

though it might not be their fate to see the perfection of that*

constitution, which they hailed on its return to life, they would
never relinquish their efforts in its support. He had the satis-

faction to reflect, that in those countries where liberty was ex-

tinguished, it had never given way, but when the corruption of

the prince had combined with the vices ofthe people for its sub-

version. But he thanked Heaven that country was blessed

with a virtuous and patriotic prince, attached to the freedom
and happiness, of his people, and the spirit of the people was
yet unbroken: eveo in the capital, where corr uption sat like an
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Incubus upon the public heart, and sucked the vital blood of the
constitution, the indignation of the people was manifest against
the conduct of their rulers. He called upon the representatives
of the people to join him in an address to his majesty ; in a
supplication to that king, whom all revered, not as from an
humble arm of the British empire, but as from a great and in-

dependent kingdom, to free them from those measures, which
rendered that country a scandal to the name of British li-

berty. He concluded his speech by moving the following re-
solution :

" Resolved^ That an humble address be presented to the king,
to inform his majesty, that having taken into consideration the
growth of expence and influence in that country, it appeared on
a compara*:ive view of the public charges of 1789, with those of
1784, exclusive of the charges for bounties and parliamentary
grants, and including the charges in collecting the revenue, that

there had been in 1789, an increase of expence of 183,000/.
That the civil list within that period, had increased 31,000/. of
v/hich the increase of the pension list was 16,000/. besides

14,000/. which had ceased, and was supplied within the same
period : so that in the course of five years, not less than 30,000/.
a year in pensions had been granted on the civil establishment
alone, besides an encrease in military pensions, and in charges
on other establishments in the nature of pensions.

That the expence of collecting the revenues has, since Lady-
day, 1784, increased 105,000/.

That the increase of expence of collecting the hereditary,
additional, and stamp duties, had increased 73,000/. without
including additions made since March, 1789, by adding two
members of parliament to the revenue board, and making nine
commissioners of revenue instead of seven, the number to

which the commissioners were in 1773, reduced by public

agreement ; and also, without including new salaries, given in

ihe persons of five members of parliament, to stamp officers, for

discharging a duty which was formerly annexed to the board of
accounts by public agreement, and executed without any distinct

salary, and without complaint.

That this encrease of 73,000/. could not be justified. That
the new taxes, particularly those on malt and tobacco, were
no excuse for such an encrease, inasmuch as the tax on malt
produced not more than 27,000/. net, and that the late excise
on tobacco was not attended with any encrease of revenue.
That that expence was the more censurable, because the

collection of the revenue was already loaded with many un-
necessary charges, particularly great salaries to officers of
customs w^ho did no duty, and with other sinecure offices

which were in fi\ct pensions, given to individuals for political
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considerations, without any view to the collection of the rc-

Tenue.

That the encrease of the revenue since 1784, after paying

drawbacks and bounties, appeared to be a sum not less that

168,000/. but by the encrease of expence in collecting the same,
was reduced to a net sum of about 67,000/. so that after

deducting the charge of 32,000/. for the post-office, his ma-
jesty's government paid 73,000/. for getting net to the treasury

67,000/.

That they were sensible of the blessings of his majesty's

reign, and the improving the state of the agriculture and com-
merce of the country, but must consider the same as the result

of a free constitution, recovered under his majesty's auspices,

and not of the ability or virtue of his present ministers j on the

contrary, that their plans of expence, if not immediately check-

ed, would deprive them of those blessings, inasmuch as the

public expence exceeded the public income in a sum of not less

than 70,000/. after allowing for a payment of 34,000/. made to

government that year for New Geneva, which was a casual

resource, and would not again recur; so that their annual

expence then was in a course of exceeding their annual income

in a sum of more than 100,000/. notwithstanding the new
taxes.

That in the two last years, ending Lady-day, 1789, after

striking off fictitious charges, they had encreased the debt of

the nation 113,000/. notwithstanding a surplus of the loan

duties in that period, to diminish the funded debt, and the con-

tinuation of those new taxes, which were granted in confidence

of preventing the accumulation of any debt whatsoever.

That this house having before them the returns of those ar-

ticles of revenue, in which the health and comforts of the people

were particularly concerned, could not but observe, that the re-

gulations affecting the breweries, appeared not only to have

been fruitless, but in a great degree pernicious, inasmuch as the

inland excise on beer and ale, for three years previous to July,

1789, produced not less han 390,000/. whereas the said excise

for the three years, ending 1790, produced 266,000/. which was

a failing off in the latter period of 124,000/. so that the brewer-

ies had been almost extinguished by the present regulation, and

instead of giving the people a wholesome and necessary hquor,

the regulations of his majesty's ministers had extracted a perni-

cious income from the sale of spirits, at the expence of the

morals and health of the lower class of the people.

That this house having taken into consideration the growth

of influence, begged leave to inform his majesty, that within the

last year, the new salaries and additional places created for

members of that house, together with new or revived offices for

the san;ie, amounted to a number not less than fourteen,, and
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there was also a considerable number of pensions granted t©

members of that house or to their connections, within the same
period, and that the joint increase was so considerable, as to

comprehend a number which, \vhen taken from one side aijcl

added to the other, was not less than that majority, whilh

had, in the course of that session, usually decided the great ques-

tions between the people and the minister. I

That when they looked at the progress of influence within |ie

last twenty years, they found, that the number of revivedjor

new places and salaries created within that period, and theijin

the possession of members of that house, was not less than pr-

ty, a number which exceeded all the counties in Ireland, ml
that they could not but observe, that the number of placeAeri

and pensioners, then members of that house, were not less iau
108. That to that they were to add a number of persons expct-

ing both reversions and honours j and that they could not aK)id

informing his majesty, that they had but too strong reascji to

apprehend, that the ministers of the crown had grossly abased

the prerogative, by virtue of which his majesty had been t'ont

to confer honours on the subject, and they apprehended, thi his

ministers had entered into various agreements for the pupose
of procuring improper and corrupt returns into that hoxit by
the sale of the honours of the other. I

That they were most apprehensive for the safety of thir li-

berties ; inasmuch as the attempts of actual influence hadbeen
accompanied by positive declarations, and his majesty's fathful

commons had been informed, that in order to defeat aresisance

made in parliament to the will of the minister, certain gregl por-

tions of public money had been expended, to which most farm-
ing confession they could annex no meaning other than tint the

government of that country formerly had, in breach oftrust,

misapplied the public treasure under the names of place, pinsion

or salary, to induce individuals to betray the communify for

such corrupt considerations. '

That even the particular sums so expended had been specified

and confessed; and that such corrupt and desperate'practice farm-
ed them the more, because it had not transpired as a crimj to be

punished, but had been openly avowed as an instrumentiof go-

vernment to be again resorted to.

That such exercise of influence had not only been confessed,

but defended on a principle most off'ensive to the feelins, and
derogatory from the condition of his majesty's subjects f Ire-

land.

That when they sought the same securities and provis])ns for

the liberties of the people, which Great Britain had alopted

against the corrupt influence of the minister, they hai been
told, that such provisions, however proper in Great Britain,
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were not calculated for the meridian of Ireland ; for that the go^
vernment in that country should be stronger than the govern-
ment in Great Britain, and of course the influence and authority

or" the people of Ireland comparatively weaker in the balance of
tie constitution.

That such wild and unconstitutional distinction, construing
tb people of Ireland out of the benefit of equal liberty, to intro-

dice among them a superior degree of corruption and profli-

gcy, called forth from his majesty's faithful commons of Ire-

la.d, the warmest protestations, and they did protest against it

acordingly. And they further did, in the name, and on behalf

of.he people of that realm, claim and challenge an equal inheri-

taKe in the blessings of the British constitution, and an equal

rigit to secure those blessings by every wise and salutary

lav.

""hat they begged leave further to inform his majesty, that per-

sonl as well as political liberty was in danger ; that the subject

hadbeen imprisoned against law, by being holden to arbitraiy

andexcessive bail. The declaration of rights, calculated to se-

cure him against such oppression, had been disregarded and
vioTted ; the liberty of the press attacked, and the hopes of the

nation in her grand inquest of correcting such mischiefs blasted

by tie interposition of his majesty's ministers protecting from
injuv those illegal and arbitrary proceedings, which they could

not p-esume to justify.

Tlat they had ventured to lay the above particulars before his

majet)^, most humbly imploring his majesty's royal interposi-

tion,:© guard their country against those dangers, which then

threaened the independence of parliament, and the liberties of

the pople."

Ths was the last attack made by the patriots during the ses-

sion : despairing of being able to carry any question v/hatever

againt a majority, which had remained so steady in their ranks,

they esolved to perpetuate to posterity the real grounds of

their opposing the l?.te system of government, by recording

them in the form of an address on the journals of that

house The debate was kept up with heat and acrimony
till 4 o'clock on the Sunday morning; when upon the ques-

tion o' adjournment, the house divided 141 against 90.^^

Th parliament was prorogued on the 5th of April, 1790,'

and tie viceroy informed them in his speech from the throne,

that as the important objects, which had engaged their attention

during the session, had been accomplished, he had great plea-

sure ii signiiVing his majest) 's approbation of the zeal they had
shewn for the public interest; and the dispatch, with which they

had concluded the national business.

* 10 Pari Deb. p. 421
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In vain had the patriotic side of the House of Commons
exerted their talents, and played all the powers of their batteries

upon the ministerial phalanx: although a majority had been
long secured, additional force was found requisite either to gain

fresh proselytes or strengthen the wavering. A numerous
creation of peers took place ; and the parliamentary interest of
the castle was thereby unquestionably increased. The very

nature of the different questions, which had been pressed upon
the ministers during the session, necessarily engaged and roused

the feelings of the people out of doors. The Whig club, which
was most obnoxious to government, was regularly attended oy

the most popular characters : it increased in numbers, and
attention to the ends of its institutions. A northern Whig
club was formed at Belfast, and Lord de Clifford placed in the

chair. This gave fresh umbrage to the castle : and the news-
paper contests for and against the club exceeded all moderation.

Most of the volunteer corps, which kept up any share of their

original spirit, identified themselves in a manner with it, as their

beloved General Lord Charlemont was a constant attendant.

Besides the late creation of peerages, the recent collation of

so many places and pensions upon members of parliament, and
the rejection of every popular motion made in the commons,
which were felt or treated as public grievances affecting equally

every part of the nation, a particular ground of discontent at-

tached itself to the metropolis. The police bill was execrated

by all, except those, who received under it emolument, patro-

nage or power. One of the grand ol)jections against it, was,

that it served as an instrument for encreasing the power of the

castle in the corporation. It was therefore proposed by some
of the popular party, that a test should be subscribed by the

mayor and aldermen not to accept of any place under the police ;

which they were so far from agreeing to, that they entered into

an engagement, that no man should be elected or eligible to the

board of aldermen, who should have signed any declaration or

test whatever. The repeated failure of Mr. Alderman James
in his election to the mayoralty by the exertions of Mr. Napper
Tandy, who was at that time very popular in the city, brought

the mayor and aldermen and the common council to an open
and violent rupture.

The different extraordinary movements on the Continent,

gave rise to strong rumours of war : and the temper of the peo-

ple of Ireland eagerly seized that opportunity of reviving and
encreasing the corps of volunteers. Several offers were made
to government to raise regiments of Roman Catholics. The
progress of the French revolution, which at this time was spoken
of by many of the first statesmen, politicians and philosophers,

VOL. III. N n
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with sympathy and admiration, became a favourite topic with

the Irish : they had so recently obtained their own civil freedom
and independence, that they were forward in sympathizing with

others in pursuit of a similar object. The Belfast papers were
conspicuous for their panegyrics on the French struggle against

despotism, and their ardent efforts to attain a free constitution.

That revolution had not yet exhibited any of those symptoms,
at which a fair advocate for liberty should fauker. For some
time the government of Ireland began to dread the pruriency

of civil freedom throughout the kingdom, and particularly in

the province of Ulster. They sought the corrective in coercion

and severitv. Many then judged, that a lenient system would
be more efficient. In this year the Irish government gave a

strong illustration of the pliancy of the human mind to time and

circumstance. That sympathy, which had induced Lord Buck-
ingham to countenance, cherish and reward the emigrant

democracy from Geneva, had now turned into disgust and
horror. The secretary^ openly announced the intention of

government to abandon their intention to carry the project

of a colony at New Geneva into execution. Fortunately for the

country this sudden change in the sentiments of the castle

turned out a saving of 33,000/. so much out of the 50,000/.

having remained unapplied : it was carried to the credit of the

nation.

Notwithstanding the present prevalence of the popular po-

litical opinions out of parliament, the influence of the castle

prevented any great change in the return of members to the

new parliament. The* dissolution took place on the 8th of

April, 1790, and the new parliament was summoned to meet

at Dublin on the 20th of May, but before that time was further

prorogued to the 10th of July, when it met for dispatch of

business.

During that short session, which lasted only to the 24th of

the month, little occurred worthy of notice. When Mr. Sec-

retary Hobart moved, that Mr. Foster should again take the

chair in that assembly, Mr. Conolly moved as an amend-

ment, that the name of the Right Honourable William Brabazon

Ponsonby should be inserted : but the house did not divide,

and Mr. Foster was re-elected, accepted and complimented by

the lord lieutenant; who then made the following speech to

both houses.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

" I HAVE it in command from the king,

** to acquaint you, that his majesty some time since received

* 10 Pari. Deb. p. 137.
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" information, that two vessels belonging to his majesty's sub-
" jects, and navigated under the Kriush flag, and two others,
" the description of which is not hitherto sufficientiv ascertained,
" had been captured at Nooika Sound, on the north-west coast
" of America, by an ofHcer commanding two Spanish ships of
*^ war; that the cargoes of the British vessels hfid been seized,
*' and that their oiiicers and crew^s had been sent as prisoners
" to a Spanish port. His majesty in consequence of this trans-
" action, and of the communications which had passed on the
'' subject between his majesty and the court of Spain, directed
*' iiis minister at Madrid to claim such full and adequate satis-

" faction, as the nature of the case evidently required. And his
" majesty having also received information that considerable
*' armaments were carrying on in the ports of Spain, judged it

*' indispensably necessary to give orders for making such prepa-
" rations as migiii put it in his mujesi) 's power lo act with vigour
" and elfec^ in support of the honour of his crovrn, and the inte-

rest^a oi iiis people.
• His majc sty entertains the strongest desire for the mainte-

" nance of peace, on just and honourable grounds, and he has
" directed me to assure you, that no proper steps shall be omit-
*' ted by him, v/hich may conduce to this object : but if unfor-
" tunaiely his m.:jest\'s endeavours should not be successful,
" he has the tuilest reliance on the cordial and effectual support
'' of his parliament of Irtland, in the prosecution of such mea-
" sures as may eventually become necessary for the honour of
" his crown, and for the protection of the essential rights of all

" his subjects, and the common interests of the empire.
'*• Convinced that the same regard for his majesty's royal

** person, family and government, which have at all times dis-
" tinguished his subjects of this kingdom, will be equally rnani-
" fested upon this occasion, I entertain no doubt of my being
" authorized to convey to his majesty, the fullest testimony of
'-'• your attachment, loyalty and zeal."

When Sir Henry Cavendish, who had recently quitted the

opposition, moved for the address to the lord lieutenant, he
complimented the nation upon their tranquillity and happiness
rather beyond what the exisdng circumstances then v/arranted.

He thought it unnecessary to enter into any panegyric on the
personal merit, or government of the viceroy : both were felt,

and spoken of every where he went to : and the peace, happi-

piness, and tranquillity of the country, were the best proofs that

its government Avas well administered.

Mr. G. Ponsonby congratulated the right honourable baronet
on the sudden discovery he had made in the merits of the
present administration ; and he lamented, that his own discern-

ment did not allov/ him the happiness of altering his opinions
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of administration under the auspices of Lord Westmoreland's
government.

W the address moved, meant merely to convey the usual
empty compliments to his excellency for complying with his
duty in communicating his majesty's sentiments to the house,
he had no objection : but if it were intended to convey a tittle

ol approbation to those measures, which the right honourable
baronet and himself had so uniformly and so recently opposed
together, he should be against it. He declared he never would
give his approbation nor his support to the present or any other

administration, but upon the condition of their acceding to the

specific measures, which he and his friends had formerly avowed
on the close of the last parliament.

I'he purpose of convening the parliament v/as to obtain a vote
of credit: accordingly the chancellor of the Exchequer moved,
*for a vote of credit for 200,000/. to be applied by the lord

lieutenant tov/ards the expence of government. Mr. G. Pon-
sonby, Mr. O'Hara, and Mr. Grattan objected to the generality

of the application : they contended, that the application of the

grant should have been specified : they all concurred in admit-
ting the interest of the two countries as inseparable; and Mr.
Grattan reminded the house, that in the French war in 1778,
there had passed a vote of credit for 300,000/. for putting the

country in a state of defence, and that in January, 1779, there

was not a shilling In the Treasury, and government was obliged

to borrow 50,000/. from a private gentleman, to pay the army.
After such a precedent he wished the motion to be specific ; to

which the chancellor of the Exchequer assented.

On the 24th of the month his majesty's answer to the address
of the commons was communicated to the house, which was
strongly expressive of his satisfaction at their determination to

support the honour of his crov/n, and the common interest of
the empire, at that important crisis : the parliament was then

prorogued, and did not meet for the dispatch of business, till

the 20th of January, 1791. In the Autumn, Mr. Secretary

Hobart went over to England, as it was generally presumed,
to concert the plan of the next parliamentary campaign with
the British cabinet. It was also rumoured, that the Irish go-

vernment having in the widest plenitude adopted the principles

and system of Lord Buckingham's administration, the right

honourable secretary had also much consukation with that no-
bleman. Lord Westmoreland in the mean time was not inat-

tentive to the means of acquiring popularity, the want of which
in his predecessor he felt very strongly operating upon his own
government. In a country excursion for nearly nine months

- 11 Pari. Deb. p. 9.
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he visited most of the nobility through the kingdom : his excel-

lency and his lady on all solemn occasions appeared clad in

Irish manufactures : and though apparently trilling, the permis-

sion to represent the favourite Beggar's Opera, which had been
prohibited during the severe government of Lord Buckingham,
gained him no small share oi public favour.

Lord Westmoreland's speech from the throne, on the meeting
of parliament on the 20th of January, 1^91, contained nothing

extraordinary beyond a communication, that the differences

Avith the court of Spain had been brought to a happy termina-

tion. On the next day, when the address which had been voted
to the throne was read. Sir Richard Musgrave objected to that

paragraph of it, which expressed the thanks of the house for

continuing their present administration; he lamented, that

addresses passed and were generally considered mere matter

of form and immeaning adulation. An assent to that address,

would be a virtual sanction to the last, and an express approba-

tion of the present administration ; both of which he strongly

deprecated.- He concluded a virulent speech with a sarcastic

observation, that the happv selection of able and wise senators

on the other side of the house so well arrayed and disciplined,

proved that there was wisdom and energy ac the helm. Mr.
Grattan had on the preceding day dissented from the corres-

ponding paragraph in the address to his excellency.

The business of this session differed very little from that of

tlie last before the dissohuion. The patriots aj^peared rather

to have lost, than acquired strength by the new election. Their
number did not at any time during the course of this session

exceed fourscore. But their resolution to press all the questions,

which they had brought forward in the last parliament appeared

more violently determined than ever ; insomuch, that IVIr.

George Ponsonby in replying to Mr. Cook,"* assured him, that

the hope he had expressed of gentlemen on his side of the house

not bringing forward those measures, which they had done for

some sessions past, was a lost hope, for that nothing but the

hand of death or success should ever induce them to give up
their pursuits. A singular parliamentary phenomenon ought to

be noticed about the commencement of this session. Mr. D.
La Touche had moved, that it was the opinion of the house,

that the excessive use of spirituous liquors was highly injurious

to the health and morals of the people ; which he intended to

follow up with a motion, for a committee to take the subject

into consideration. Mr. Secretary Hobart and Mr. Grattan

both instantly rose to second the motion. But the former having
first caught the eye of the speaker, the latter expressed his plea-

sure to see the right honourable gentleman shew any activ*ity m
* 11 Pari. Deb. p. 384.
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any case, where the country was to be benefited : he should be

always happy to give him the way j let the country receive the

benefit, and his be the applause.

On the 3d of February Mr. George Ponsonby made his

promised motion, which was seconded by Mr. Grattan to the

following effect : that a select committee be appointed, consist-

ing of members of that house not holding any emplo> ment,

or enjoying any pension under the crown, to examine whether

any, or what advantages have arisen to this kingdom from the

appointment ot two additional commissioners oi the revenue
;

from the separation ot the board of stamps and accounts ; irom

the granting 500/. a year addiiionai salary to ihe survtyor of

the ordnance ; 250/. a year additional salary to the principal

storekeeper of the ordnance ; 250/. a year to the clerk of the

ordnance; 200/. a year additional salary to the clerk of the

delivery of the ordnance; 600/. a year pension to General Hale,

in lieu of his resigning his employment of lieutenant general

of the ordnance, m order to facilitate the succession of the

present possessor: 400/. a year addidonal salary to the clerk

of the pipe ; 400/. a year additional salary to the customer

of Kinsaie ; and 150/. a year additional salary to the barrack

master of Dublin ; and that they do report their opinion thereon

to the house.

This was met by a motion for adjournment ; and after a long

and warm contest, ended in ihe first division of the session

;

in which there were 72 against, and 132 for the adjournment.

Immediately before the division, Mr. G. Ponsonby remarked,

that it was evident, the administration did not mean to meet

the questions of difference between them by reasoning and

agreement, but by that very corrupiion and influence the mino-

riiv were warring against, namely, dead majorities. On the

7th of February, Mr. Grattan moved a string of resolutions

relative to the revenue, out of which he concluded, that upon a

fair average since the year 1785, when the new taxes were

granted, the increase of the revenue had given to government

the annual increase of 153,000/. and that government had ex-

ceeded her own estimates, on the faith of which the new taxes

had been granted, in the annual sum of 115,000/. ; from whence

be established these deductions ; that the people had kept faith

with government, and that government had broken faith with

the people. The chancellor of the exchequer and Mr. Monk
Mason, contended, that the statements v/ere unfairly made by

Mr. Grattan : and that whatever increases had been made in

the annual expenditure, were occasioned by parliament, and not

by government. The resolutions were negatived without a

division.
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*0n the next day Mr. Grattan moved the following resolu-

tions:....'' That a select comnriittee be appointed to enquire in
" the most solemn manner, whether the late or present admi-
*' nistration have entered into any corrupt agreement with any
*' person or persons, to recommend such per.,on or persons to
" his majesty, for the purpose of being created peers of this
*' kingdom, in consideration of their pa)ing certain sums of
*' money, to be laid out in the purchase of seats for members
*' to serve in parli.iment, contrary to the rights of the people,
'' inconsistent v/ith the independence of parliament, and in direct
^' violation of the fundamental laws of the land."

It v/as seconded by JVIr. Curran : much strength of oratory

was employed in support of the motion ; but it shared the usual

fate of rejection by a majority of 135 to 85. And in order to

give aH possible eclat to this charge of selling the peerage, and
prostituting the price thereof to the purchase of seats in the

House of Commons, Mr. Curran moved the following resolu-

tion, in which he was seconded by Mr. Grattan, viz. " That
" a committee be appointed, consisting of members of both
*' houses of parliament, who do not hold any employment, or
" enjoy any pension under the crown, to enquire in the most
" soleT.n manner, whether the late or present administration
" have directly or indirectly, entered into any corrupt agree-
" ment v/ith any person or persons, to recommend such per-
" son or persons to his majesty, for the purpose of being created
" peers of this kingdom, in consideration of their paying
*' certain sums of money, to be laid out in the purchase of seats
*' for members to serve in parliament, contrary to the rights
*' of the people, inconsistent with the independence of par-
" liament, and in direct violation of the fundamental laws of
" the land."

The ministerial members on all these occasions loudly com-
plained of the reiteration of the old charges even without new
arguments to support them ; they strongly insisted that no par-

ticular facts were alleged, much less proved; and that general

fame, surmise and assertion, were no grounds for parliamentary

impeachments, or any other solemn proceedings in that house.

Mr. Grattan, before answering the objections advanced against

* In this debate, Mr. Denis Brown, a very staunch supporter of the admi-
nistration, amongst other matters observed, (and no answer was attempted to

be given to the observation) that when the gentlemen on the opposite side of
the liouse were in contidence and acted with government under Lord Northing-
ton, a certain person was ennobled, and returned two Castle secretaries into

that house in part payment of his honour. How could thos"? virtuous gentle-

men know of such a transaction, and not follow it up with an impeachment ?

He defied contradiction : but wondered, that any men representing peers in

that house, or set in purchased seats, should be so forward to agitate that

question. 11 Pari. Debates, p. 162.
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the motion, adverted to the general dull and empty declamation

uttered by the advocates of a corrupt government against the

defenders of an injured people.

Four times had those advocates told them, they had brought

this grievance forth, as if grievances were only to be matter

of public debate when they were matters of novelty ; or as if'

grievances were trading questions for a party or a person to

press, to sell and to abandon ; or as if they came thither to act

farces to please the appetite of the public, and did not sit there

to persevere in the redress of grievances, pledged as they wrre,

and covenanted to the people on these important subjects. They
had been told their political budget of grievances was small.

But the creation of divers peers for money to be laid out in the

purchase of divers seats for ministerial dependants, and the

appointment of fifteen nev/ parliamentary places or salaries

admitted to be for the purpose of buying a majoritv, even if

they were the only crimes of the government, composed no
scanty political budget of corruption and iniquity. Gene-
rally in these debates, the same arguments on both sides v/ere

repeated with increased acrimony, and determined by the same
divisions.

Scarcely was any question more vehemently debated during
the session, than Mr. Grattan's motion for an Irish East-India

trade, which v^^as, that the committee of trade should enquire,

Avhether any legislative/ provisions were then existing, the con-

tinuance of which might prevent that country from receiving

the full benefit of her free trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope
and the Straits of Magellan. The motion was seconded by
Mr. W. Brabazon Ponsonby. This was a favourite object of
speculation at this time with the most opulent of the \rish mer-
chants : but government, it seems, wished not to be drawn into

-a dispute or contest v/ith the English East-India Company. The
whole question was, whether, after having obtained a free

trade, Ireland were to be restrained from the exercise of it

in the Eastern hemisphere, out of tenderness, deference, or

fear of the East-India Company: for whom, Mr. Grattan

observed, the Irish cabinet was then an agent. At three

o'clock the question was put, and lost by a majority of 147

against 86.--

* * In this debate, Mr. Cook liad complained of some illiberal reflections

made upon him as an ELng-lisliman, winch brought up Mr. Conolly. He was
sorry, he said, such illiberality could be supposed to prevail in that house,
having' experienced the p;reatest attention and civility in the Eng-lish H' use
of Commons, where he liad sat above 22 years, wlienever he troubled it upon
Irish affairs, although he spoke in a very awkward and unintellic^ible manner.
He said, that there w as no dangerfrom the eloquence of an Irishman, a Burke,
a Barry, or a Sheridan, that in "the English House of Commons any ihing could

be accomplished that could militate ag-ainst the constitution or trade of
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The police bill had been petitioned against by several publie

bodies ; and on the 4th of March Mr. Grattan again introduced

it to the consideration of the house. After having proved Uy
the experience of a number of years^ that no institution was
more obnoxious to the citizens; that no institution could be
more extravagant ; and that no institution could be less produc-
tive of advantages to the public; it remained for the wisdom of
the house to correct the system, which had neither answered
the ends of public peace, of private protection, or of any ne-
cessary (Economy. He would therefore propose a resolution,

carrying on it no edge that could injure, no severity that could
offend any man ; but which, without imposing any humiliation,

might be adopted, even by those, who had originally voted
for the police, or who had since supported it. He then moved,

*' That the establishment of the police in the city of Dublin,
" had been an experiment attended with considerable expence,
" without producing adequate advantages : and that it was then
" necessary to establish a guard under the direction of th^ dif-
" ferent parishes, and subject to the superintendance of the lord
" mayor."

If that motion were not resisted, he should follow it up with
another, for leave to bring in a bill to give it effect. Mr. Mason
said, he for one w^ould certainly oppose it, as he thought it

utterly unfounded. Immediately Mr. Grattan entered upoa
a most vehement invective against the measure.* The mo-

England: nor could he suppose tl)e eloquence of any Englishman there could
injure that kingdom ; it was of the Irish, and not of the Englishmen that he
was afraid in tliat house. In the latter end of last parliament, a place bill,

a pension bill, a responsibility bill, had been refused to that kingdom, by a
majority of Irishmen, although the kingdom of Great Britain had shewn by
experience the necessity and use of such laws ; and he had hi that house de-
clared himself ashamed of having his name enrolled in such a society. That
if he could guess, by the complexion of the house that night, it would soon
be guilty of a self-denying ordinance in respect to its foreign trade, although
the sister country did not pretend to deny the right of that kingdom to trade
uncontrolled to those parts, where no British settlements were established.
If that were the case, as there was no other mode established, by which a
member could quit that house, he must wish to be called to its bar, and ex-
pelled. The British House of Commons consisted of 558 members, G7 only
of which were placemen, and no pensioners could sit, nor placemen, unless
originally chosen as such, or upon getting a place, on being re-choseu. In their
house, consisting of 300 members, 110 were placemen or pensioners. They
had adopted the wliole power of the privy council before tlie repeal of Poynings'
law, and literally appeared to be deterinined not to let any law pass that was
not agreeable to the English minister or to the English merchant; and that
therefore he was seriously in earnest in his wish to be expelled from a society
that he conceived to be acting in direct contradiction to the constitution and
trade of Ireland.

* 11 Pari. Debates, p. 263. Ministers had, he said, resorted to a place
army and a pensional magistracy : the one was to give boldness to corruption
in parliament, and the other to give the minister's influence patronage in the
city. Their means v.ere, this police establishment -, the plan they did nc^

VOL. Ill, GO
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tion met with its former fate, having been rejected by 135
against 87.

The 15th of March was the day appointed for the second
reading of the bill '' to disable any person who shall have in his
" own name, or in the name of any person or persons in trust
" for him, or for his benefit, any office or place of profit what-
soever under the crown, created after a certain time, [the

year 1788] from being chosen a member of, or from sit-

ting or voting in the present, or any future House of Com-

And when Mr. Forbes rose to second it, Mr. Mason said,

that having opposed this bill every session for thirty years he
v/oulcl not weary the house with fresh arguments against it: his

decided opinion was, that the influence of the crown was barely

sufficient to preserve the constitution, and to prevent it from
degenerating into the worst of all possible governments, a

democracy. Another gentleman'on the same side of the house,

thought government must have a majority to support them in

their necessary measures, and to extinguish the squibs that were
throY/n against them ; and the cheaper that majority was pro-

cured, so much the better for the country : and being arraigned

by Mr. G. Ponsonby for using such unconstitutional language,

he repeated it, and added, if they had not, they n^ust cease to

govern. The bill was lost by a similar majority. The division

of the Irish House of Comimcns was not preciselv formed upon
the principles v/hich divided the parliament of Great Britain

:

for on this night, Mr, C. O'Neile, who was one of the most
forward in the opposition in Ireland, paid many handsome
compliments to IMr. Pitt, v/hom he believed to be as honest a

minister as ever governed England : but he must say, that he
prescribed a very dilTerent mode of conduct to his deputies in

that kingdom. Equally violent and equally unsuccessful were
the four remaining attacks made by the gentlemen of the oppo-

sition : viz. Mr. Grattan's motion for the encouragement
of the reclaiming of barren land : on the first reading of the

pension bill : the second reading of the responsibility bill ; and
Mr. G. Ponsonby's motion respecting Jiats for levying unas-

s- ssed damages upon the parties affidavits of their own imagi-

nary losses.^

entirely frame: they found it. A bill had shewn its face in the British House
of Commons for ^ moment, and had been turned out of the doors immediately :

a scavenger \vo\ild have found it in the streets of London ; the g-roping- hands
of the Irish ministry picked it up, and made it the law of the land.

* 11 Pad. Debates, p. 359 This motion was, " Tiiat it is the opinion of
** this committee, that tl.e Chief justice of tlie Court of King's Bencli, in
*' ordenng :i capias ad respcmdendum to issue against John Magee, on the affida-

" vit of Richard Daly, marked 4000/. acted ilicg-ally."

Mr. G. Ponsonby entered into an able disquisition of the law of actions on

tort, liquidated, and uncertain damages^ which rest with a jury, and special
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The year 1791 brought the political fever, then raging on the

continent to a crisis alarming to the British empire, and par-

licLilarly lo Ireland. No wonder, that a coimtry, which had so

lately obiained a constitution for itself, should fmd extensive

subject for reflection upon the revolutions and new constitutions

of France and Poland. The sympathy, which several of the'

armed corps and other public bodies exultingly expressed with
the assenors of civil freedom in those countries, was obnoxious
to government, and it became the system of the castle to affix

a marked siigma upon every person, who countenanced or

spoke in favour of any measure, that bc^re the semblance of
reform or revokuion. Even the ardour for commemorating th6

sera of 1688, was attempted to be damped ; the word libertij

Riid excessive bail. The debate was very long-, and not very interesting- to
others than lawyers. Tiie question was of ti»e highest consequence to the
iiberty of the press and of the subject. It had been worked up more into a
party question, than proba!)ly it otherwise woukl have been, on account of the
two persons ])riricipa!!y concerned, viz. Frar.cis Higgins, th.e proprietor and
conductor of a government newspaper, and John Magec, the printer and editor
of an opposition newspaper. Tiie motioii was veiiemently opposed by the
attorney and solicitor general, aiul prime serjeant : and uhimately rejected by
a majority of 123 against 65. I'lie leading facts upon wliicli the motion was
bottomed, \ve.\it according to Mr. G. Ponsonby's statement: that in tliat case,
Magee, t!ic printer, had most grossly ufiused the noble lord himself in his
}>aper ; it was tlierefore incumbent on his lordship to proceed with tlie most
guarded circumspection, that no enemy might attribute his severity to personal
motives : his conduct should have been such as the law, in its strictest sense,
would warrant and justify. But v.hat was his lordship's conduct ? Instead of
proceeding with that caution, and that disregard to vulgar abuse, which
would have done him honour, he granted against Magee one fiat at the suit of
Daly f )r 4000/. one fiat at the suit of Higgins for 2000/. one fiat at the suit of
Tracy for 1000/. and one fiat at the suit of Brenan for 800.''. making together
a sum of 7800/. and this at a time when the man was under a criminal infor-
mation in his own court.

Magee af;er many delays and long irai)risonment, was brought to trial upon
Daly's fiat of 4000/. In this trial a vaiiety of newspapers and letters, not
alleged in the original affidavit, were allowed to be read as evidence against
him; yet .-.fter all, twelve honest men, upon their oaths, awaided Daly but
200/. damages, the twentieth part of the fiat for which he was thrown into jail.

If any proof of the enorniity of the j)roceedings was wanting, here it was :

Magee had offered 500/. bail, which was refused, not by I..ord Clonmel alone
but by the whole court: he did not, however, want to criminate the other
judges, nor would this criminality justify the cliief justice : no partnership in
wrong can produce mnocence : he would therefore take no notice of them
but confine himself to the chief justice alone, and his charge against him was
that he had illegally deprived a freeman of his liberty.

This was no question of party. He did not take it up as measure of oppo-
sition ; every man knew, that before he was fi.xed on that side of the house
lie declared he would follow it up : tlierefore let it not be considered as a ques-
tion of party ; the true motives, on which he urged it were stronger than any
party motives could be ; a regard for the laws and liberties of the country

;

u regard for the most invahiable blessings the subject could possess ; per-
sonal iiberty ; a blessing, without vrhich all eai-thly ijlessings were vain aud
a.selcss.
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always carried with it suspicion, often reprobation. As all the

efforts and struggles of the opposition in the late sessions of
parliament, were for the attainment of those rights, which prin-

cipally form the freedom of the British constitution, the assertors
of them were branded with the now odious term of democrats,
and holden out by government as factious disturbers of the old
constitution, with a view to introduce the new fangled princi-

ples of revolutionary doctrines. In proportion to the progress
of the French revolution to those scenes, which at last outraged
humanity, were some efforts in favour of the most constitutional

liberty resisted in parliament, as attempts to introduce a system
of French equality. Such was the general panic, such the real

or assumed execration of every thing, that had a tendency to

democracy, that comparatively few of the higher orders through
the kingdom retained, or avowed those general whig principles,

which two years before that man was not deemed loyal, who did
not profess.

Mr. Burke by his book on the French revolution, published
in the year 1790*, had worked a stupendous change in the pub-
lic mind, and the few in the upper walks of life, who did not

become his proselytes, merely retaining their former principles,

were astonished to fmd their ranks thinned and their standard

* The political chang-c of the public mind about this period, was evidently
productive of the most unprecedented system of strong- and coercive measures,
known since the Revolution within the British empire. A very decided ma-
jority both witiiin and witiiout the parliament of Great Britain favoured that
system : in Ireland the people more generally resisted its introduction and
infitience than in Great Britain. Mr. Burke had the merit, if merit it were,
of causing the great defection from the Whig- Party : be and his friends, who
went over to government on that occasion, were the most forward and zealous

in holding out the dwindled phalanx of opposition, as enemies to their country
and constitution. The fervor of the new converts for proselytizing their old

associates was unbounded ; the old leaders of the court party triumphantly
indulged in the easy decomposition of their opponents : both concurred in

stamping the few, who steadily retained their principles with all the odium,
contempt and malevolence, that ingenuity coiild affix to the new terms, Jaco-
bins and Democrats. From thenceforth a new and sable tinge was thrown
upon every attempt in parliament to urge any popular measure, that would
lately have been considered patriotic and constitutional. It is not a little

remarkable, that the first time Mr. Burke publicly avowed his new creed, and
seceded from the opposition, was on the occasion of Mr. Flood's motion in

the British House of Commons for enquiring into the state of the popular re-

presentation in parliament. Much as Mr. Burke had formerly inveighed

against the want of confidence and sympathy between the constituents and
representatives in Great Britain, yet evidently at this time they were perfectly

identified, v/hen compared with the rehitions of the people and the parliament

in Ireland. That publication of Mr. Burke's gave occasion to Mr. Payne's
lights of Man. A book fatally calculated to seduce and poison the minds of

an irritable and empoverished people, emerging from what they considered a

state of oppression and slavery, into the possession of a free constitution, to the

right of which their title had been acknowledged, but of the enjoyment of

which, they had as yet been insensible.
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deserted by some of their most zealous leaders and supporters,*

who of course carried off with them the numerical strength of

the party.

1 he change of political sentiment in Ireland did not keep pace
with that in Great Britain. The defection from the ranks of
opposition in parliament was comparatively trivial: and the

general disposition of the people to civil liberty appeared to be
sharpened by the encrease of coercion and intimidation. Some
ill-minded and artlul demagogues availed themselves of the po-
pular fever, which had never totally abated from the year 1782:
the pernicious doctrines and conclusions of Mr. Payne, artfully

mixed up with the most popular truisms were circulated at

the lowest price, distributed gratis^ and imbibed with in-

satiable avidity : the castle-gates were trebly barred against

concession and indulgence : it was published, that every effort

towards their attainment at a time so critically awful, would
be deemed hostile, and a future bar, even to seasonable applica-

tion.

It may appear singular, that several years had now gone over,

since Ireland had become independent in her legislature, and
free in her trade ; that the great body of the Irish people, who
were still oppressed with a grievous code of penal statutes,

should have attempted no public measure to be admitted to the

enjoyment of that constitution, which their countrymen so tri-

umphantly boasted of having asserted and obtained. The voice

of the nation had been loud and unanimous for universal tolera-

tion, and indiscriminate participation of civil rights by every
Irishman. Publications were circulated upon the tendencv of
the Catholic religion, to render its followers loyal, dutiful, and
peaceable subjects ; pastoral instructions were published by the

Roman Catholic bishops through their dioceses, and read in all

their chapels to dehort their congregations from imbibing the

pernicious doctrines so sedulously attempted to be spread amongst
them, and to enforce subordination, peace, and loyalty in their

conduct.*

The Catholic body had not altogether remained inactive or
inattentive to their concerns ; the most liberal and friendly de-
clarations in their favour had been made by the different bodies
of volunteers ; and out of respect to those gentlemen, who had
so disinterestedly espoused their cause,'* they held back an

* In tins year, 1791, tlie author in his Case Stated, (p. 19 ) professed an op!-
nion, which his observation and experience liave since confirmed, that cir-

cumstanced as the Irish are, their strict observance of the Catholic religion
is supereminently calculated to preserve them from anarchy and confusion, and
keep them docile, quiet and loyal. *' It is in this, and this above every tbin;:^-

*' else, in vohich under Providence ive shallJind an antidote agaifist the poison thus
*' traitorously attempttd to be spread atnongst tbcvi."

* Although several of these opinions, have appeared in the foregoing-
pag-es ; yet tliere was one declaration made b}' a Protestant bishop, to whic'lj
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application to parliament on their own behalf, lest it might in-

terfere with those great, national, and popular questions, which

the Catholics had annexed particular Influence, vdiich ought not to have been
omitted.

Bill of Rii^hts^ Battalion.

At a meeting' of part of said battalion, at Ballymoney, on the 24tlj of De-
cember, 1783, the following resolutions having been imanimouslv agreed to,
received the approbation of the remainder of the battalion, at Ballycastle, on
the 26th of December.

Resolved, That the present crisis of the nation, united to the voice of our
duty as freemen, dictate to us, and we are determined to pursue, such a line
of conduct, as, founded in truth, animated by firmness, and guide<l by modera-
tion, is the most likely expedient to stem the torrent of corruption at home,
and resist usurpation from abroad.

JResohed, That as public men and public measures ought ab^ays to be
open to animadversion ar.d candid discussion, so the approbation of either
has reciprocally a happy tendency to awe the profligate, and embolden the
virtuous.

iPcW-uef/ therefore, That tlie following address be presented from this bat-
tahon, by a deputation thereof, under arms, to the Earl of Bristol, Lord Bi-
shop of Deny, for his truly laudable exertions in favour of the rights of man-
kind, and a parliamentary reform.

" To the Right Honourable Earl of Bristol, Lord Bishop of Derry, for
' his truly laudable Exertions in Favour of the Rights of Mankind, and a

*' Parliamentary Reform.

*' To the Right Honourable the Earl of Bristol, Lord Bishop of Derry.

" The Address of the Bill of Rights' Battalion.

*' My Lord,
" HAVING v.-Ith the eye of silent approbation viewed

** your conduct in every stage of its prog-ress, at the grand national con-
*' vention of volunteer delegates, we are impelled by those generous senti-
*' ments, that actuate the breasts of Irishmen, to offer your lordship this ad

-

*' dress as a mark of our esteem and gratitude.
*' Ingratitude, my lord, is not of Irish origin, though some of Hibernia's

"detested sons,. M;-nimon's bond slaves, now basely spurn the parent, by
*• wliose fostering hand they rose.

*' We see with indignation and concern, the treatment which the vise,
** spirited, and salutary resolutions oftlie volunteer convention have receiv-
*' ed. But wo. trust, tl^e virtuous efforts of an united people, under the auspices

*' of your lordship and your respectable collei.gues, will yet cleanse the Au-
*' gean stable, the stalls of venahty and corruption, the efily\ia of noisome and
*' ])Utrid boroughs.

" The gloomy clouds of superstition and big'otry, those engines of disunion,
*' being fled the realm, the interests of Ireland can no longer suffer by a di-
*' versity of religic-^.is persuasions. All are united in the pursuit of one great
*' object, the extermination of corruption from our constitution ; nor can
" your lordship and your virtuous coadjutors, in promoting civil and religious
*' liberty, be destitute of the stable aid of ail professions.

" Permit us to assure you, that as freem.en, freeholders and volunteers,
** our exertions to effectuate the grand vv'ork of reform already begun,
* shall be as strenuous as the aim is important. And th:it we are, with un-
*' feigned gratitude and respect, your lordship's most faithful friends,

** Signed by order of the Battalion,

*' John Ore, Sec."

In consequence of the above resolutions, a deputation from the battalion,

consisting of eighty rank and file, headed by their lieutenant colonel, waited
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the patriots In parliament had pledged themselves to their

country to persevere in till obtained. Several sessions had

on his lordslil)) the 14th instant, at Downhill, and presented their address
under arras ; to which his lordship was pleased to give the subsequent
reply :

'* Gentlemen,
" WHEN you acknowledged the services of your fel-

** low-citizens in the county of A itrim, in the late strug-i^le for liberty, you
" rewarded their toils m the coin mo .t valuable to virtuous men : and your
" approbation of their efforts, in some measure, consoled them for want of
" success.

" Bat when you step fort'; from your ov>-n county to hail the individual of
" another, unknown to you but by his honest endeavours, and unconnected,
*' except by that kindred spirit, v.'hich seems n(nv at len<;th to pervade the
" whole mass of citizens, and like a Promethean fire, to animate an hitherto
" lifeless lump, the satisfaction excited \n his mind, by tlie applauses of nr)en,
" who have a right to approve what tlicy dare to suppprt, can be known only
'• to those, who are conscious of deserving what they are fortunate enough to
** receive.

" Where the conscience of a patriot bears testimony to the truth of the
*' panegyric, and the sincerity of the panegyrist's praises ceases to be
" adulation, they then become the wholesome food of a manly mind, and
" nourish that virtue they were at first intended only to approve.
" But gentlemen, those who dare assert their own rights, should rise above

** the mean policy of violating those of others.

"There is in this i.sland a class of citizens equally respectable, and
*' infinitely more numerous, tlian those who have hitherto oppressed
*' them.

*' Men, Vvho have long crouched under the iron rod of tiielr oppressors,
" not from any dastardly insensibility to tlieir shackles, not from any un-
*' manly indillererice to the uiuilienable rights of men; but from a'pious
*' dread of wounding our common country through the sides of its tv-
" rants.

" Men, in whose liearts beats at this instant as high a pulse for liber
^' t}^ and through whose veins ):ours a tide of as pure blood and as noble
" too, as any that animates the pi oudest citizen in Ireland.

" Men, whose ancestors at the hazard of their property, and with the loss
" (if their lives, obtained the first great Bill of Rights, and upon whicli- every
** other must be founded, the Magna Charta of Ireland.

*' Men, whose ar.cestors in the midst of ignorance, could discriminate be-
" tween the duties of a religionist, and the rights of a citizen ; and v. ho enacted
" those elementary and never obsolete statutes of premunire, which for cen-
*' turies have been an irrefragable monument of tlieir sagacity in distinguishing,
" and their fortitude in severing their duty to the church of Rome, from their
** dependance on its court.

" Men, the undegenerate progeny of such virtuous ancestors, who with a
' firmness worthy of our imitation, and still more worthy of our gratitude, have
« endured those very outrages from their country, which their forefathers
•* spurned at from its sovereign ; and who, under a series of accumulated
" MTongs which would heighten the disgrace of human policy, if they could
** be paralleled in its annais, have, with a fortiiude as unexampled a's their
" oppression, allowed every thing dear to the human heart to be wrecked,
" except their religion and their patriotism, except their acquiescence to the
" will of an inscrutable God, and their affection to a mistaken and deluded
*"' country.
" But gentlemen, the hour is now come, when sound policy, as well as Irre-

" sistible justice, will compel Ihose who demar.d their own rights, to si'.ppor.t

*' tlicir claim bv a restitution of thwse of their fellow citizens-.
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gone over in fruitless efforts to attain those points. The pa*

triots, who, ahiiost to a man, were favourable to the claims of
the Catholics, declined bringing them before parliament ; be-

cause the very circumstance of their being moved from the

opposition bench, would be a sure ground of rejection. The
Catholics could not but observe, the indisposition of government
to concession daily increase : and the day of remonstrance and
redress vanish behind the cloud of rigour and coercion, now-

assumed necessary to be exercised upon the people.

On the 11th of February, 1791, a meeting was convened at

Dublin of the general committee of the Catholics of Ireland,

at which the different resolutions and instructions from various

parts of the kingdom to the committee wereread ; upon which
they came to the following resolution, '"' That the several
*' papers then read, containing resolutions and instructions from
*' that city, and from the principal cities and towns in Ireland,
" be referred to a committee of eight, who should report thereoft
" to the committee, on Friday the 1 8th instant :" on which day,
the general committee met, the Earl of Fingal being in the chair.

Resolved, " that the report of the committee of eight, on the
*' resolutions and instructions transmitted to them from the
" different parts of the kingdom be received ;" and the report

was to the following effect

:

" Your committee having, in obedience to your directions,

" carefully perused the resolutions of the Catholics of Ireland,
" report, that said resolutions contain the most unequivocal sen-
'' timents of loyalty to our most gracious sovereign, George the
" Third, of love for our country, and obedience to its laws, and
" the most humble hope of being restored to some participation
" of its excellent constitution.

*' That your Catholic brethren refer, with confidence, to the
*' numberless proofs they have given of fidelity in times the
'* most perilous, when rebellion raged in the bosom of Britain,
" and when foreign invasion threatened our coast, and to that
" alacrity with v/hich all descriptions of our people took the
*' oath of allegiance ; and they rely that their scrupulous obser-
*' vance of such sacred obligation will no where be doubted,
" when it is considered, that if they took those oaths required by
*' law, they would thereby become entitled to all the rights of
" citizens.

** When Ireland must necessarily avail herself of her whole internal force
** to ward off foreipi encroachment, or once more acquiesce under those en-
" croacliments, the better to exercise anew the tyranny of a part of the com-
•' munity over the dearest and unalienable ripfhts of others.

•• For, one million of divided Protestants can never, in the scale of human
*• government, be a co\interpoise ag-ainst two millions of united Catholics. But
'.* gentlemen of the Bill of Rights' battalion, I appeal to yourselves, and sum-
" mon you to consistency. Tyranny is not g^overnment, and allegiance is due
** only to protection.
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" That, wltli all humility, they confide in the justice, liberal-

" ity, and wisdom of parliament, and the benignit) of our most
" gracious sovereign, to relieve them from their degraded
*' situation, and no longer to suffer them to continue like stran-
" gers in their native land ; but thus have the glory of shewing
" all Europe, that in the plenitude of power, strength, and riches
** of the British empire, when nothing they grant can be imputed
*' to any motives but those of justice and toleration ; that, at
** such a period, they deign to hear and relieve their oppressed
" and faithful subjects, and to unite them for ever to their coun-
" try, by every tie of gratitude and interest; and that they wilt
" shew to all Europe, that humble and peaceful conduct, and
" dutiful application, are the only true and effectual methods for
*' good subjects to obtain relief from a wise and good govern-
" ment.

" That our Catholic brethren therefore desire, that applica.-

"'tion maybe made for such relief as the wisdom and justice
" of parliament may grant ; and they hope to be restored, at

" least, to some of the rights and privileges which have been
" wisely granted to others who dissent from the established
*' church; that they may be thus enabled to promote, in con-

"junction with the rest of their fellow subjects, the present and
" future happiness and strength of their country.

" That our said Catholic brethren direct, that such application
" be immediately made, and continued, in the most submissive
" and constitutional manner, for a mitigation of the restrictions
" and disqualifications under which they labour.

" Resolved, that this meeting do agree with, and adopt, the
*' report of their committee, and that a committee of twelve be
" appointed to carry the same into execution.

In obedience to the above resolution, a petition was prepared,

though not presented, to parliament for the reasons mentioned
in that report. It was impossible, that the disposition to civil

liberty, which from the first institution of the volunteers had
pervaded all ranks of persons throughout the kingdom, should

have remained inactiv^e upon the great mass of the community,
who were Catholics. So little prominent notwithstanding were
they as a body, in bringing forward their own claims, that it had
been frequently questioned at public meetings in the North,
whether or no they were sincere in the cause of liberty. Fatally

how^ever for their cause, the anti-gallomania which in Great
Britain 'had produced such convulsive effects upon political,

social, and even domestic ties and connections, was there pro-

ductive of new ground of discord in the Catholic body. About
threescore of the principal country gentlemen in conjunction

with the Earl of Fingal, Lord Kenmare, and some of the dig^ni-

vol,. III. p p
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,fied and other clergy, had in this year seceded from the Catholic

committee, from an apprehension, that most of the city orator^,

•who had taken a lead in it, were connected with some of the

high flying patriots of the North, and not wholly unfriendly

to the principles of the French revolution. Hence the Catholic

body was divided into an aristocratic and a democratic party.

Such at least were the two divisions of the Catholic body con^

sidered and represented to the public ; and unfortunately for

the cause of the bod}' at large, the grounds of the division were

urged by the respective partisans with considerable virtdence

and acrimony. Several leading gentlemen of the Catholic

committee, had formed political intimacies with some gentlemen

at the bar of great abilities, and staunch advocates for all the

popular questions that had lately been brought before parliament;

among whom the honourable Simon Butier, a brother of the

late Lord Mountgarret, Theobald Wolfe Tone, and Todd Jones

were the most forward These gentlemen appearing earnest in

their pursuit of freedom for themselves and others, assured the

gentlemen of the committee of the liberal and cordial disposition

of their northern friends and associates, to co-operate with them
in the glorious object of obtaining the emancipation of three mil-

lions of their countrymen, and they easily persuaded them, that

an union of their interests for this great object must ultimately

succeed. These gentlemen proffered their services to the

Catholic committee, and published in their own names, some
very able and strong arguments for the repeal of all their restric-

tive laws against the Roman Catholics. These publications con-

tained language more bold and decisive than had hitherto ever

been adopted in urging the claims of that body ; some also of

their own body followed the example of these Protestant gentle-*

men, and publicly spoke a language, which had before never

come from the mouth or pen of any one of the Catholic persua-

sion in Ireland. It would be needless to remark how obnoxious

such gentlemen and their writings were to government ; and it

is necessary to presume, that the castle must have intimated

to those gentlemen of the Cathohc body, upon whom they had a

more immediate influence, how offensive to government this

connection and union between the Catholics and Dissenters,

were, and hence arose that secession from the committee, which,

we shall afterwards notice.

The Irish nation had been for some time in the habit of

reading and canvassing all political topics, and there is no ques-

tion, but that the public mind was much opened, and the people

out of parliament generally disposed to support the Catholic

claims.

Upon the&e grounds the committee had come to a resolution

of availing themselves of the earliest opportunity of applying
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to parliament* for redress. They appointed twelve gentlemen
to take without delay such steps, as they should deem expe-
dient for that purpose. These gentlemen accepted. the trust;
but after having repeatedly met, iwo of them differed in opi^
nion, with regard to the propriety of coming forward at that
particular period, and declined complying with the direction
which tney had received.

* Although the petition, which was prepared for tills purpose, never were
actually presented i.o parliament, a copy of it is subjoined, in order to sliew
the nature and extent of the Catholics' expectations at that period,

•' To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur=
" gesses, in Parliament assembled,

" The liuiiible Petition of the Catholics of Ireland,

*' Shewkth,
'' THAT a century has now nearly elapsed since several

'* laws, highly penal in their effect, v.^ere passed by the legislature of this
" country, excluding the Catholic inhabitants thereof from numberless privi-
*' leges and advantages enjoyed by the rest of their fellow subjects.
" Tliat whilst the consecpiences of those laws were felt in their severest

*' operation, the loyalty of the Catholics of Ireland was unshaken, and their
" conduct uniformly marked with that respect and submission due to legisla-
** tive authority.

" Thatycur petitioners beg leave Inimbly to suggest to this honourable
'* house, die laws of which they complain were passed in a season of animositv
*' at the close of party contention, and as the penalty of political opinion's,
** which it is imiversaily admitted do not at this day exist ; that they were
*« continued, as iiavingbten deemed necessary to secure the succession in the
" august House of Brunswick, to which none of tlieir fellow subjects are more
** warmly attached.

*' That every danger to that succession is now removed, and tliateven if It
** were otlierwise, they have lately bound themselves to tlieir beloved sove-
*' reign, and their country, by tlie most awful and sacred obligation ; an obli-
*» gation to which your petitioners refer with the greater confidence, as if
'* oaths were lightly estimated by Catholics, they might long since have enti-
" tied themselves to the full rights of citizens.

" That some years since, the parliament of this kingdom was, in its wisdom
*' and humanity, jileased to remove part of the restrictions, under vvhicli vour
" petitioners lay; and that this indulgence, far from producing any ill eiiects
•' has only served to strengthen the loyalty of your petitioners, and contribute
**. to the growing prosperity of the empire.

" That by the laws still in force, the Catholics of Ireland, tliough entitled
" through the ben^olence of parliament to purchase lands, are pi-ecluded from
«' almost every opportunity of improving the natural advantages of talents and
*« connections ; and that when inclination, or any other circumstances, has dis-
" qualified them from commercial pursuits, they are under the cruel necessity
*' of becoming exiles from their families and country, and seeking that situa-
*' tion in foreign states which is denied them in their native land.

*' That your petitioners feel a conscious pride in being able to offer their
*' past, as a pledge of their future good conduct, and humbly beg leave to insist
** that men sincerely and warmly attached to the constitution of their country
** even when they were the objects of its censure and severity, are not likely to
" become less anxious for its preservation from being admitted to a fuller par-
". ticipation of its blessings.

*' Youiv petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, that this honourable house will
" take the premises into consideration, and grant to your petitioners such r^-
." ^icf asto Its wisdom, justice, and humanity shall seem meet.

*' And your petitioners will pver pray."
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From a desire of procuring unanimity, it was thought prudent

to submit the subject again to the consideration of the general

committee. At a meeting convened for that purpose, a gentle-

man who declared himself commissioned by Lord Kenmare to

communicate his sentiments to the committee, gave notice of

his lordship's disapprobation of the measure, and of his deter-

mination not to co-operate in it, although his lordship had never

attended at any of the meetings, in which the measure had been

discussed, and the Earl of Fingal, who, on that night filled the

chair, appeared to acquiesce in Lord Kenmare's opinion. The
reason, however, for laying before parliament the situation of

the Catholics, and humbly soliciting a relief from some of the

severe restrictions, under which they laboured, appeared con-

clusive to the meeting ; and the former resolution of an imme*
diate application to the legislature was again adopted by a very

great majority.

On the 18th of April the committee met once more, and de-

livered in their report, which fully accounted for their reasons

for suspending their application to parliament, and was to the

following effect.

" In compliance with your instructions, the first object of the
'' attention of your committee was, to prepare a petition to par-
*' liament, expressive of those sentiments of loyalty and sub-
" mission to the laws of their country, so strongly marked in
^' the reeolutions transmitted from different parts of the king-
*' dom. We were aware of the unfavourable conclusions, which
" those of our fellow subjects, whose minds, from political or
" religious prejudices, were less prepared to meet our wishes^
" must naturally draw from the disunion of any of our mem-
"• bers, however small their numbers might be, or inconsidera-
" ble their consequence, when compared with that of the Ca-
" tholic body at large. Anxious to obviate this inconvenience,
" we endeavoured, by every measure not inconsistent with the
" line of conduct pointed out to us by this general committee, to
" procure the co-operation of the two noble lords.

" For this purpose your committee employed the mediation
" of our respectable prelate, whose virtues and amiable charac-
" ter entitled him to the confidence of all parties ; and with
'^ gratitude they acknowledge the kindness of his prompt and
" zealous, thoug+i ineffectual interference.

" After consuming a considerable time in fruitless negocia-
" tions, your committee directed Mr. Edward Byrne to ac-
" quaint Mr. Secretary Kobartof the intention of the Catholics,
'' and to request to know when it would be agreeable to him to
" be waited upon by a deputation from that body, for the pur-
*' pose of laying before him a copy of the petition^ and gqliciting
" the support of government on their bchajf.
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- ** Upon receiving Mr. Secretary Hobart's answer, your com-
^' mittee, still desirous to conciliate, informed the Earl of Fin-
" gal, and Lord Viscount Kenmare, in writing, that from the
" respect which they bore to their lordships, they had deputed
" Mr. Byrne and Mr. Rice to request their attendance at the
*' castle. This letter was forv/arded by Mr. Byrne, and ac-
*' companied with a note, acquainting their lordships, that these
" gentlemen would wait on them at their respective houses on
*' the following morning.

** We are sorry to be obliged to observe, that these uncom-
" mon marks of deference and respectful attention, far from
" gaining on the mind of the noble viscount, seemed to render
*> him more averse to conciliating measures. He suiTered the
" two gentlemen to come to his house at the appointed hour,
" and even there refused to see them, though deputed in your
" name, and under the sanction of your authority. Several
" conferences had taken place with the Earl of Fingal, whose
*' attachment to our cause was too snicere not to lament, that
*' any difference of opinion should exist ; but having hitherto
" acted in conjunction with Lord Kenmare, he declared himself
*' reluctant; to join in any measure without the concurrent ap-
" probation of the noble viscount. Nor was it till shortly be-
*' fore the hour appointed by Mr. Secretary Hobart, that your
" committee received information, that the noble lords would
*' meet them at the castle.

" In this interview with the minister, we delivered, through
" the hands of the Earl of Fingal, a copy of the petition intend-
" ed to be presented to parliament. Here we beg leave to ar-

" rest your attention. A charge of a serious nature has been
*' made. We are far from imputing to any particular person
" the indecorous assertions, injurious misrepresentations, and
" unnatural triumphs, at every obstacle that did arise to damp
*' our exertions ; had they been confined to our proceeding's
*' whilst we were strictly and literally pursuing your instruc-
*' tions, we should have passed them unnoticed; but your com-
*' mittee cannot remain silent under the imputation of having
*' trifled with your authority, and surprised the noble lords, by
" presenting a copy of your resolutions without any previous
" communication. That such a copy was presented without
" communication, is true ; but that the production of it was an
" object of indispensable necessity ; that by withholding it your
'' committee would have proved themselves unworthy of your
" confidence, and the interest of the Catholic cause received an
" irreparable injury, is equally true. It is still fresh in your re-
" collection, that on the last night of the general meeting, one
" nobleman, in person, and the other through the mouth of a
" gentleinanj who declared him.self authorized to speak in his
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^' name, refused to coincide in your measures. You have also
*' been informed of the repeated and unsuccessful attempts that
*' were made to prevail on them to sacrifice their private senti-

*' ments to the general opinion of their fellow sufferers. Thus
*' deprived of the countenance of those, who were in the habit
*' of addressing administration in the name of the Catholics, it

" became incumbent on your committee to produce some au-
*^' thentic document, to shew that in presenting themselves be-

" fore his majesty's ministers, they were not an obtruding, self-'

*' created deputation, nor even the delegates of a numerous body
" of Catholics assembled in the metropolis ; but that they were
" authorized to act on behalf, and that their language was the

" language of their brethren through the kingdom. The deter-

*^ mination of the noble lords to meet our committee at the cas-

*' tie, rendered this expedient unnecessary. They, however,
" deemed it not unadvisable to carry with them a copy of your
" resolutions, in case any unforeseen circumstance should call

*^ on them to make use of it. The event fully justified their

*' caution. After their chairmain had informed Mr. Secretary
" Hobart of the purpose of this deputation, your committee,
" with equal astonishment and regret, heard the noble viscount
*' declare, in the name of the Catholics, intentions different

" from what they had resolved upon, and from what your com-
*' mittee, in consequence of your resolution, had communicated
" to the minister in writing. What views could have induced
" the noble lord to make such a declaration, it is difficult to con-
" jecture. Had not your committee adopted the expedient al-

*' luded to, they would have been reduced to the alternative of
*' entering, before Mr. Secretary Hobart, into a discussion

" equally unpleasant in itself, and injurious in its consequences ;

" or of suffering the mis-statement of an individual, to obstruct

" the wishes of the entire Catholic body. By presenting the

" copy of your resolutions they were relieved, to their complete
*' satisfaction, from the effects of so serious a mistake.

" Your committee having thus eluded the imprudence of the

" noble lord, had still the mortification to find him counteracting

" their measures ; for on the day following their interview with
" the minister, he wrote to the secretary to disavow those reso-

" lutions, which he had not then read, and which had received

" the approbation of two general committees, at each of which
^* the Earl of Fingal had presided. Your committee, with defe-

" rence, submit how irregular and unwarrantable it is in any in-

" dividual, who has declined joining in your deliberations, to

^ take upon himself to condemn, even obliquely, proceedings,

" with the nature of which, from his own indifference, or neglect,

" he must be totally unacquainted.
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" An immediate application to parliament next engaged the
** attention of your committee. They addressed themselves to

" several persons high in rank and consequence, equally respected
*' by administration, and endeared to their fellow subjects, by
" their private and public virtues. Your committee are happy
.'' to inform } ou, that every member of the legislature to whom
" the intentions of the Catholics were made known, approved,
*' in the most unqualified terms, of the moderate and constitu-

" tional steps they had resolved to pursue, and expressed the
" fullest conviction of their loyalty, and of the claim which an
" uniform good conduct had given them to the liberality of par-

" liament. From the advanced period, however, of the session,

" from the difficulty of communicating, in so short a time, with
*' their respective political connections, or of bestowing on the

" subject that attention which its importance required, your
" sincerest well-wishers recommended to your committee to

*' postpone the intended application.
• " Satisfied, that by the public discussion of your situation,

" the end had been in a great measure attained, for which you
*' wished that the petition had been presented this session, your
" committee thought it prudent to comply with the advice of
*' their friends ; and as a further mark of their respect to govern-
" ment, they gave immediate information of their intention to

" Mr. Secretary Hobart.
" Under these circumstances, your committee beg leave to

" resign into your hands the trust which you have delegated to

'' their care, with an humble hope, that their exertions may prove
*' not unacceptable. They mention to you, with pleasure, the

•
' happy impression which has been made on the minds of your
*^ fellow subjects by that spirit of moderation, which has hitherto
*' presided over your deliberations, and directed your measures,
" The liberality of the times is favourable to your efforts. The
" prejudices entertained against you will subside in proportion
" as your principles and sentiments are made known and dis-

** cussed ; and your committee may venture to assure you, that
** submissive and constitutional applications are the only effectual

" means, by which you can hope to obtain a mitigation of the
*' penal laws.

" Resolved^ That the thanks of this meeting be given to
*' our sub-committee, for their attention to our instructions, and
*' the zeal with which they discharged the trust reposed in

" them.
' " Resohed^ That it is the opinion of this committee, to per-

*' severe in dutiful and submissive applications to parliament
'*' for a mitigation of the penal laws ; and that a committee of
" twenty-one be now appointed for that purpose."

The summer past over v/ithout any circumstance of notability

relative to the Catholic body ; though it appear highly proba-
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ble that measures were carrying on in concert for establishing a
permanent union of interest between the Protestants of the north

(chiefly Dissenters) and the body of Roman Catholics. In the

month of June, 1791, a paper was circulated in Dublin, contain-

ing the design of an association to be called the Society of
United Irishmen at Belfast : and a complete plan or prospectus

of the society was published in the Norihern Star in October
following ; and in the same month the Roman Catholics pub-
lished a dechiration of their tenets and pretensions, and circu-

lated them through the kingdom, in order to remove prejudices,

and spirit up the exertions of their friends in their cause.* In

the ensuing month of November, a similar society of United
Irishmen was established at Dublin : their declaration was the

same as that of Belfast : but a test was annexted to it.f To Ihis

society Mr. James Napper Tandy was secretary, and Mr. Simon
Butler chairman. The acts of this period are to be retailed^

as they took place : not as they may now appear in the eyes of

those, who consider every act or transaction as tainted with
treason, because some of the actors in them were afterwards

guilty of that oifence. It appeared now to be the fixed system
of the castle to involve all societies, clubs, and associations,

which were very numerous in Ireland, from the Whig Club
downwards, in one common anathema of faction and sedition.

The press teemed with publications on the great political questions

of the day, and the warfare was truly virulent. Lord Fitzgib-

bon's book, reviving the question of the regency, produced
several acrimoniotis answers. The severe attacks on the Whig
Cltib were answered with great ability and warmth. Opposition

could scarcely be pushed to more severe hostilities. Every
expression of attention to any popular character, was an offence

of no mean standard at the Castle : and the resentments were
always represented by the opposite parties as personal and vin-

dictive.

When the Earl of Charlemont sailed for England to conduct

his daughter to the Bath waters, the Whig Club, and all the

volunteer corps in Dublin, attended him underarms to the water

edge, and paid him the like honours on his return. In the course

of this summer this veneral^le nobleman found himself under

the necessity of resigning the government of the county of

Armagh : a confidential honour, which his ancestors had unin-

terruptedly enjoyed from the days of Elizabeth; he considered

• This declaration was made on the 21st of October, 1791, and maybe seen

in the Appendix, No. LXXXIV.
t It is requisite to shew, that these first societies of United Irishmen

differed from tliose that afterwards entered into the rebellion. Here nothing-

was secret, nothing ambiguous, nothing inconsistent with the duty of a loyal

subject. Their lest and eon.stitution lire to be s«en in th^ Appendix, No.
LXXXV.
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the joint appointment of another nobleman v/ith him in that

government, as an offence and insalt. At this time his lord-

ship's predilections for the dissenters seem to have been par-

lieu iarly obnoxious to government ; and many circumstances
concur in proving, that the determined efforts of the northern
dissenters in the cause of liberty, were infinitely more dreaded
by government, than the claims or attempts of the Catholics
far their emancipation. Lord Charlemonr^ was still averse

* It was not till tlie year 1796, tliat Lord Charlemorst changed his opinion
upon this subject, liaving then voted f.)r their being- admitted to tlie elective
franchise At the time the follf)wing- adrlress was written to iiis lordship

:

" When a project is brought forward, professing- to advance the prosperity,
" and more firmly to secure the constitution of Ireland, the looks and thoughts
" of men are naturaliy directed to Lord Charlemont : To a patriot nobleman,
" whose Hfe, his htbours aiike and rehixaiions, have been consecrated to the
*' service of ids country ; in the field, in the senate, in the cabir:et ; minghng
*' literature with arms, tempering poUtics with philosophy : neglecting, when
" the public exigencies requiied it, the cultivation of an elegant mind to join
*' in military exercises, and set the exampleof assiduity and ardour : i-eturning,
*' wlien the necessity had passed away, to encourage science in the land
" wherein he had planted freedom ; erectingthe temple of liberty, and courting
*' every muse to decorate the edifice. Excuse, my lord, this intrusion ; thei'e
" is a sort of establisiied prescripticjn for soliciiingyour notice when Ireland is
*' the object, and the theme is freedom ; it is a price exacted for the situation
•' you are placed in, the most enviable a man can hold; loved, admired, and
" venerated by an entire peo];le.

" I am aware, my lo d, that on a former occasion, you did not seem to concur
*' in that sentiment, wiiich it is the object of this essay to impress and to disse-
*' miuate ; if it were my design to flatter, I should turn with a courtier's pre-
•' caution from this contrariety ; but relymg ou your lordship's candour, I
*' recal the subject, but I recal it to exjwstulate, not to censure ; how should
" I censure the man, wiio opposes to reproof the seveu-f)ld sliield of public
•' virtue and private benignity? Let it stand as the most ample testimony to
*« your good sense, tiiat you are requesteil to reconsider an opinion once de-
*' livered, and of your importance in ihe nation, that discussing a great state
*' question, it is my wish to make your lordship my first proselyte.

" So deeply rooted are our antipathies to many amongst us, the very name
*' of popery is an abomination ; they start at the most remote hint of indulgence
" to that hated people : such considerations could never have influenced Lord
" Charlemont; when, my lord, the authority of your great name was opj)osed
*' to the career of libeiality, tiie intended alteration must have appeared inex-
*' pedient. I know that many wise, and honourable persons, who, hke you,
" feel vvarnily for the rights of mankind, are induced to think tlie Roman
" Catholics nut prepared to receive civil liberty. I cannot assent to this doc-
*• trine ; and upon this, as well as upon other parts ofthe subject, may I indulge
** my vanity with a hope thac additional lights are to be oifered; yet should I
" fail in impressing upon your lordship the wishe -for conviction, I must con-
•* tinue to respect, even m a virtuous mind, what I am constrained to class
*' among its foibles.

'* Brutus says they are ambitious,
" But Brutus is an honourable man."

It will bea.midstthe improvements of a fuiure period, tliatthe parties, which
** now dis^^ract the country, shall be extinguished ; and the motives, which at
** this day indispose very honest men to the cause of the Roman Catholics be
" neglected or forgotten ; the stream of time as it wafts to posterity the events
*' of this important aera, will not buoy up the various feelings, by which indivi-
** duals are actuated ; M'hen at that day, my lord, history records your name

VOL. III. (^ q
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from admitting the Catholics into any participation of the

state.

•• amongst the illustrious worthies, who have used their rank but as tlie instru-

" ment of public advantage, with the Homes, the Egmoiits, and the Nassaus,
" cr with your own Rockingham and Savihe : it will be enquired with amaze-
»• ment, why the benevolent friend of mankind should acquiesce in what then
•* mav appear unjust privation ; tlie disinterested patriot should countenance
*' V. hat will seem not calculated to promote his country's interest ; on tins side
* alone will malignity attempt to uhisj.er misieprcbentation ; on this act
•• alone will fame be silent ; or as she extends tlie annais of your hfe, an
•* example to liiture noblemen, on this page only will she drop a tear, and suffer

*' it, like the disavowed victories of Conde, to be torn from her record." This

alluded to a figure of the great Conde at Chantilly : Fame is represented

holding to view tlie liistory of his life ; bat the pages supposed to contain tlie

account of those victories he gained against his country, ure represenled at

his feet, torn from the boot.

END OF THE THIRD VOLUM:^'.

Printed ar.^. Published by W. F. M'Laughlin,

and Banholomew Graves, Philadelphia.
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No. LXX.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEK MESSRS. FLOOO AXD GRATTAN :

FROM THE DEBATES IN THE IRISH HOUSE OF COMMONS,

2 VOL. P. o5 to 61, &C....P. 44.

MR. FLOOD I find myself little capable of speaking

to this question, oppressed with sickness as I am ; not in the

least degree expecting such a question this night, and more
astonished than ever I was in my life, to find the least symp-
tom of opposition arising on the other side of the house. The
opposition to it should originate here, for the resolution does

not go as far as it ought to do. In Lord Townshend's admi-
nistration, a resolution was proposed, " that the condition of
*"* this country required every practicable retrenchment to be
*' made in its expences ;" and the administration of that day

thought they had done enough, and allowed themselves latitude

sufficient, by amending it with the words... .consistent w^ith the

v/elfare thereof, and the honourable support of his majesty's

government ; though the resolution so amended, stood then ex-

actly like the present motion. (Here the clerk, at Mr. Flood's

desire, read the former resolution.) But I think this motion

still aliov.'s too great an inlet to public profusion. Some men
will think of their ov»n welfare, %vhen the welfare of the country

is the object, and include their own support within the honour-

able support of his majesty's government ; I did not, therefore,

think any man on the side of administration would have op-

posed the motion ; I rather supposed they would have called

out in triumph to let it pass ; they would have exulted to see
'^ the new commor.s, the new country,'' Ireland, in its emanci-
pated and dignified state, tolerate the nonsense that was current

in Lord Townshend's administration.
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I am as willing as any man to pay compliment to ministry,

bolh here and in England, to allow them every degree of credit

for their honourable intentions ; I have not the smallest ground
of animosity or resentment to them., and when I hear (economy
recommended from the throne, almost in the words of the ho-

nourable baronet, I am astonished at an opposition to his mo-
tion. Indeed, I believe the words of that recommendation
were by some accident misplaced, or that government has not

digested the plan of retrenchment ; they siiould not have fol-

lov/ed immediately the mention of the Genevan colony, a body
cf virtuous men, who to avoid the most ignominious slavery,

have sought an asylum in the arms of this country. It was not

the proper place to use the word (economy : it there disgraces

the virtuous and generous act of men, who have just recovered

their own liberty ; by placing it there, >ve ma) lose a great deal

of honour, but can save very little money. But it is not to such

little things we are to look for relief; our retrenchments should

reach establishments, and not like England plunge deeper each

day in ruin. Ministry both here and in that kingdom, have
been often warned of the fatal consequences that must follow,

but these warnings have been treated as the visions of specula-

tive men. England, that great and mighty country, now stag-

gers under a load of debt, distressed and dismembered, her ex-

pences overwhelm her ; and where is the man who will say, she

shall be redeemed ? Where is the man who will say, I will re-

deem her, and will say how ? Though every little minister, or

every little man who imagines he is a minister, is ready to un-

dertake the management of her afi'airs : where is the man who
will say, that Ireland ought to have a peace establishment of

15,000 men ? When the augmentation took place in Lord
Townshend's administration, this country was unable to bear

it, and since that day we have been involving her deeper and

deeper, because we at first engaged her in an undertaking be-

yond her strength. When all the world united against Britain,

and she was surrounded with enemies on every side, we gave

way to the feelings of our hearts and spared her 4000 men
;

and some time after in the moment de Jiagrante bello^wt grant-

ed her more than half our remaining troops : if then in time of

•SFar the country could subsist without troops, will any man say,

that in time of profound peace she ought to support 15000 men ?

No, now is the time for reducing your military establishment

;

let your intention be known this day, that the right honourable

secretary may have time to communicate with England : if you
neglect the present opportunity, no minister hereafter will have

even a pretence for restoring the finances of this country.

I am no partisan either here or in England, I can gain nothing

by it ; I am ready in either place, like a man, to support mi-
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nisters while they ?ire right ; and whenever they are wrong, to

oppose ihem, and resist their measures. At present I hope my
honourable iriend will aiiow^ me to alter his motion, and state a

precise idea ; I would have it run thus :
" Resolved^ That the

" condition of this country requires every practicable retrench-

" ment, &c. and that the military establishment in its present
" state, aitords room lor tftectuai retrenchment."

I love the army as a body of brave and worthy men, but I

would not sacriti'ce the kingdom to their benefit. Now, Sir,

if rnniisters really mean (economy, they will agree with diis

amendment of mine ; if not, they will amuse us with the words

only.

Mr. George Ponsonby....Sir, I can see as plainly as any man
the intent of the reflections thrown upon your predecessor in

the chair ; and I must say, as to the mover of this resolution,

that no aisapprobation of his gives me any but a pleasurable

sensation, and 1 do at all times feel that supreme contempt for

his disapprobation and opinion, which 1 nov/ take the liberty to

declare. Mr. Ponsonby then entered into a defence of his fa-

ther's (the late speaker) conduct ; he recited the history of that

time. He said, that Mr. Flood had exerted himself to support

his fathers interest against Lord Townshend's attacks ; and

asked, why, when virtue in tlie shape of Lord Townshend had
overturned interest, the alleged system of profusion had net

been overturned also ? He declared his firm reliance on the

Duke of Pordand and his friends, that they intended an effec-

tual and satisfactory reform ; and concluded, that it the ho-

nourable baronet thought the circle in v/hich he sat was com-
post d of men grov/n old in iniquity, it would be but charitable

ior him to come amongst them, as only from his virtuous con-

tact and indefatigable labours, they could hope to be brought

into the road of righteousness.

Mr. Flood said, he had not supported INIr. Ponsonby's inte-

rest, but he had opposed Lord Tovv^nshend's administration :

he said this to exculpate Mr. Ponsonby from the charge of in-

gratitude, for when he had felt the hand of power, Mr. Pon-

sonby had not supported him ; but he never looked at such litUe

things as the interest of particular men of parties : they appear-

ed great indeed to the men who were engaged in them, but in

the eyes of the man wlio contemplates the public welfare, they

vanish into nothing. Had I, said he, been his father's sup-

porter, the honourable gendeman but ill requited me, when in

his loudest tone, he cried out to have me dismissed, and seem-

ed to reproach ministers with pusillanimity for delaying the

sentence. He declared, indeed, that he had no personal dislike

lo me, but it was only to oblige one or two particular friends
;

yet the gendeman boasts of Whig principles, Whig connections j
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Whig friends he may justly boast, but such conduct was a ma-
nifestation of Whig apostacy. God and Nacure have establish-

ed this limit to power, it cannot long subsist divested of recti-

tude. Do we mean to take up the words of retrenchment our-
selves, or will we leave it to others to ceconomize for us ? If
we proceed upon this business, the people will stand grateful

and admiring spectators of our progress ; if not, they may per-

haps take it up themselves : let us then act honestly, let us tell

Great Britain what no man can deny, that the military is the

place to make retrenchment. I will suppose ministers as good
as any man can wish, but 'tis our duty to give them opportunity

of exercising their honest intentions.

Mr. Grattan.,,,1 shall not trouble you long, nor take up the time
of the house, by apologizing for bodily infirmity, or the aifecta-

tion of infirmity. I shall not speak of myself, or enter into a
defence of my character, having never apostatized. I think it

is not necessary for the house now to investigate what we know
to be fact. I think it would be better to go into the business,

as the house did upon another occasion, without the formality

of the committee's report. As to myself, the honourable re-

ward that a grateful nation ]:is bestowed upon me, for ever
binds me to make every return in my power, and particularly

to oppose every unnecessary expence. I am far from thinking
with the honourable gentleman, as to the speech, and I believe

he will find instances where ceconomy has been recommended
from the throne, but prodigality practised. This was the case
in Lord Harcourt's administration. An administration which
had the support of the honourable gentleman ; and therefore he,

of all men, cannot be at a loss to reject that illusory ceconomy,
which has so often appeared in the speeches of lord lieutenants.

With respect to the Genevese, I never could have thought it /

possible to give the speech such a bias as has been mentioned,
and that people will be deceived, if they give credit to any de-
clamation that infers from the words of the speech, any thing
but an honest ceconomy in applying the public money fairly to

their use. The nation has derived great honour -from this

transaction, and I would be sorry to have it tarnished by infer-

ence and insinuation.

In 1771, when the burdens of the country were comparatively
small, I made a motion similar to thisf the honourable gentle-
man then opposed me. I have his sanction, now, that I was
right, and he was wrong; and I say this, that though gentle-
men may for a while vote agftinst retrenchments, they will at
last see the necessity of them. Yet while I think retrenchments
absolutely necessary, I am not very sure, that this is just the
time to make it in the army ; now when England has acted
justly, I will not say generously ; now when she has lost her
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empire ; when she still feels the wounds of the last unhappy
war, and comforts herself only with the faithful friendship of
Ireland. In 1769, when the liberties of Ireland were denied,
and those of America in danger, it was thought unadvisable to

retrench onr army, there can be no such reason to reduce it

now, when both are acknowledged and confirmed. When we
voted 4000 men to butcher our brethren in America, the honcur-
able gentleman should have opposed that vote ; but perhaps he
will be able to explain the propriety of sending 4000 Irishmen
thither. But why not look for retrenchment in the revenue
and other departments.' In my mind, the proper mode would
be, to form a fair estimate of what would be a reasonable peace
establishment, and reduce our several departments to it.

Mr. F/oocL.,.ThQ right honourable member can have n©
doubt of th.^ propriety of my saying a word in reply to what he
has delivered ; every member in that house can bear witness o£
the ii-.firmity I nK^ntioned, and therefore, it required but litde

candour to make a nocturnal attack upon that infirmity ; but I

am not afraid of the right honourable member, I will meet him
any where, or upon any ground, by night or by day. I would
stand poorly in my own estimation, and in my country's opinion,
if I did not stand far above him. I do not come here dressed
in a rich wardrobe of words to delude the people ; I am not one
who has promised repeatedly to bring in a bill of rights, yet
does not bring in that bill or permit any other person to do it;

I am not one who threatened to. impeach the chiefjustice of the
King's Bench for acting under an English law, and afterwards
shrunk from that business ; I am not the author of the simple
repeal ; I am not one who, after saying the parliament was a
parliament of prostitutes, endeavoured to make their voices sub-
servient to my interest ; I am not one who would come at mid-
night, and attempt by a vote of this house to stifle the voice of
the people, which my egregious folly had raised against me ; I
am not the gentleman who subsists upon your accounts ; I am
not the mendicant patriot who was bought by my country for a
sum of money, and then sold my country for prompt payment;
I am not the man who in this house loudly complained of an in-

fringement made by England, in including Ireland in a bill, and
then sent a certificate to Dungannon that Ireland was not in-

cluded ; I never was bought by the people, nor ever sold them :

the gentleman says, he never apostatized, but I say I never
changed my principles : let every maij say the same, and let the
people believe them if they can. But if it be so bad a thing to
take an office in the state, how comes the gentleman connected
with persons in office. They, I hope, are men of virtue, or how
come the gentleman so closely connected with Colonel Fitz-
patrick. I object to no man for being in office j a patriot in
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piFice is the more a patriot for being there. Thtre was a tirpe

when the glories of the great Diikc of Marlijorougb shrunk and
withered before those oi the right honourable gentleman j when
palaces superior to Blenheim were to be built for his rectpdon,
when pyramida and pillars were to be raised, and adorned widi
emblems and inscriptions sacred to his virtue; but the piiiars

and pyramids are now sunk, tho jgh then the great Earl of Chat-

ham v/as held inferior to him; however, he is still so great,

that the queen of France, I dare say, will have a song made
on the name of Grattan.

Lord Harcourt practised oeconomy....l)ut what was the cecono-

my of the Duke of Portland? 100,000/. was voted to raise

20,000 seamen, though it v/as well known, that one third of

that number could not be raised; and what was the application

of the money? It was applied to the raising of the execrated

fenciblcs.

It is said, I supported Lord Harcourt^s administration ; it is

true, but I never deserted my principles, but carried them into

the cabinet wdth me. A gentleman, who now hears me, knows
that I proposed to the privy council an Irish mutiny bill, and
that not with a view of any pariianientar>' grant. I supported

an absentee tax; andv/hiie I was in ofhce, registered my princi-

ples in the books of government ; and the moment 1 could not

influence go vernment to the advantage of the nation, I ceased

to act with them. I acted for myself; I was the first who ever

told them, that an Irish mutiny bill must be granted. U this

country is now satisfic:d, is it owing to that gentleman? No ;

the simple repeal, disapproved and scouied by all the lawvers in

England and in Ireland, shews the contrary ; and the only apo-

logy he can make is, that he is no lawyer at all. A man of

warm imagination and briUiant fancy will sometimes be dazzled

with his ov/n ideas, and may for a moment fall into error ;

but a man of sound bead cotild not make so egregious a mis-

take, and a man of an honest heart would not persist in it after

it was discovered. I have now done: and give me leave to

say, if the gentleman enters often into this kind of colloquy with

me, he will not have much to boast of at the end of the ses-

sion.

3fr. Grattan.,„lii respect to the house, I could v.dsh to avoid

personalitv, and return to the question, but I must request li-

bertv to explain some circun^jstances alluded to by the honoura-

ble member: the honourable member has alluded to St. Chris-

topher's bill, I will declare the fact.. ..he may tell a story : when
I received a copv of that bill, it gave me much pain and much
ofFence ; I thought I saw the old intention of binding Ireland by
English laws ; 1 therefore spoke to that effect in this house ; I

also shewed the bill to all the most able and virtuous men in
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this kingdom, who were of opinion, that my suggestion was
wrong; under this opinion I acquiesced, and the opinion has
justified it : as to coming at midnight to obtain a vote, imposing
silence on the people, I deny it, it was mis-stated in the papers,

my resolution was to declare this country free, and that any per-

son who should speak or write to the contrary, was a public

enemy. All the house, all the revered and respected characters

in this kingdom heard me, and know what I say is true. But
it is not the slander of a bad tongue of a bad character that can
defame me, I maintain my reputation in public and in private

life ; no man, who has not a bad character can say I ever
deceived him, no country has ever called me cheat. I will

suppose a public character, a man not now in this house, but
who formerly might have been here ; I will suppose it was his

constant practice to abuse every man who differed from him,
and to betray every man who trusted him ; I will suppose him
active, I will begin from his cradle, and divide his life into three

stages.... in the first he was intemperate, in the second corrupt,

and in the third seditious.

Suppose him a great egotist, his honour equal to his oath,

and I will stop him and say. Sir, j^our talents are not so great
as your life is infamous ; you were silent for years, and you
were silent for money: when aifairs of consequence to the
nation were debating, you might be seen passing by these doors
like a guilty spirit, just waiting for the moment of putting the
question, that you might hop in and give your venal vote ; or,

at times with a vulgar brogue, apeing the manner, and affecting

the infirmities of Lord Chatham ; or like a kettle drummer,
lather yourself into popularity to catch the vulgar; or you
might be seen hovering over the dome, like an ill-omened bird
of night, with sepulchral notes, a cadaverous aspect, and broken
beak, ready to stoop and pounce upon your prey : you can be
trusted by no man ; the people cannot trust you ; the ministers

cannot trust you ;
you deal out the most impartial treachery to

both ; you tell the nation it is ruined by other men, while it is

sold by you ; you fled from the embargo ; you fled from the

mutiny bill
;
you fled from the sugar bill ; I therefore tell you

in the face of your country, before all the world, and to your
beard, you are not an honest man.

Mr, Flood,.,,! have heard a very extraordinary harangue
indeed, and I challenge any man to say, that any thing half so
unwarrantable was ever uttered in this house. The right

honourable gentleman set out with declaring, he did not wish
to use personality, and no sooner has he opened his mouth,
than forth issues all the venom that ingenuity and disappointed
vanity, for two years brooding over corruption, has produced;

VOL. III. A
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but it cannot taint my public character ; four and twenty years

employed in your service has established that ; and as to my
private, let that be learned from my tenants, from my friends,

from those under my own roof; to those I appeal, and this ap-

peal I boldly make, with utter contempt of insinuations, false as

they are illiberal. The whole force of what has been said,

rests upon this, that I once accepted office, and this is called

apostacy ; but is a man the less a patriot, for being an honest

servant of the crown. As to me, I took as great a part with the

first oflice of the state at my back, as ever the right honourable

gentleman did with mendicancy behind him.

Mr. Flood proceeded to defend his character, when, at a

pause, the speaker took the opportunity to inteifere, and with

the utmost politeness, and in the kindest manner, entreated

him to forbear, declaring that he had suffered inexpressible

pain during this contest ; and that nothing but the calls of the

house to hear the two members, could have made him so long

sit silent. He again besought Mr. Flood to sit down, and the

house joining with the chair, that gentleman, after sundry efforts

to speak, was obliged to desist, and soon after retired.

Mr. Flood was sought for that night by his kinsman Sir

Frederick Flood, but could not be found. On the 1st of

November, 1785, he came to the house and thus resumed the

subject.

^Sir, I wish to take the earliest opportunity of speaking a few

words to you, and addressing a few to the house, upon the

situation in which I left the house last Tuesday. You heard,

Sir, and the public heard me, the subject, as I think, of an unwar-

rantable attack. I rose to defend myself, I am sure with temper.

I am not lightly moved ; and I think I should be lightly moved,

indeed, if I could have been moved by that. I was howevei*

interrupted, though I did not bring any fictitious subject before

you, or set out without the least appearance of any argument. In

consequence of interruption, Sir, I left the house ; but soon

after I understood, that the house thought proper to say, they

would give me liberty to proceed, and I wish to take the earliest

opportunity of returning them my thanks for that permission.

At the same time. Sir, that I return my thanks for that permis-

sion, I hope they will suffer me to render it not an empty indul-

gence, but, upon the present occasion, to take up the subject

where I left it last night. (P.lr. Toler rose to order; but Mr.
Flood proceeded.) I hope gentlemen will not interrupt me :

when thev find me going out of order, when they find me draw-

hig fictitious characters, let them stop me ; when I say anything

unparliamentaiy ; when I recal the asperity of tliat day, which

* Pasre SC to 65.
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whilst I despise, I must disapprove, I rise in defence of what I

think an injured character. As I have endeavoured to defend
the rights of this country for twcntj^-four years, I hope they will

permit me to defend my reputation. Prly lii^. Sir, has heen
divided into three parts, and it has been dispatched by three
epithets : one part, Sir, that which preceded Lord Harcourt's
administration: another, which passed between Lord Harcourt's
and Lord Carhsle's ; and the third, which is subsequent. The
first has a summary justice, or injustice done to it, by being said

to be intemperate ; the second is treated in like manner, by
being said to be venal : and the conduct of the third is said to

be that of an incendiary.

Mr. O'^Hara, To order ; it is against order to speak of
what passed on a former day, not that any thing the honoura-
ble gentleman has said now is improper, but that the order
of the house forbids a reference to the debates of a former
da}\

Mr. Flood. I take this matter up, upon the ground of an
interrupted debate; it is in that light it comes within order. I

have a right to begin where I was interrupted ; but. Sir, there
are some cases of so particular a nature, that a strict adherence
to a general order, would be tJie height of injustice. In the
attack made upon my person, I went back, not only to the argu-
ments of two or three days before, but to the conduct of twenty
years antecedent ; therefore, Sir, I hope, that if animadversions
of twenty years are allowed to one, I may have an opportunity
of referring to arguments used three days ago: with respect to

that period of my life, which is dispatched for the word intem-
perate, I beg gentlemen would consider the situation of public

characters, if that is to be their treatment ; that period takes in a
number of years, and in which the public were pleased to give

me their sentence of approbation. Sir, it includes, for I wish
to speak to facts, not to take it up upon epithets, it includes the

Duke of Bedford's, Lord Halifax's, the Duke of Northumber-
land's, Lord Hertford's, and Lord Townshend's.
Now, Sir, as to the fact of intemperance, I will state to you

how that stands, and let the gentleman see how a plain tale shall

put him down. Of those five adniinistrations, there were three

I could not be said, in any sense of the word, to oppose them at

all; I mean the three first. I certainly voted against the secre-

tary of the day, but oftener, voted with him. In Lord Hertford's

administration, I had attained to a certain view and decided
opinion of what was fit, in my mind, to be done for this country.

I had fixed upon the great objects of public utihty. I endea-
voured to attain them, with that spirit and energy, with which
it is my character and nature to speak and to act; as I must
take. the disadvantages of my nature, I will take the advantages



10 APPENDIX.

of it too. These three great objects were resisted by that admi-

nistration: what was the consequence? A conflict arose between

that administration and me ; but that conflict ought not to be

called opposition on my part ; no, it ought rather to be called

opposition on theirs ; I was the propounder, and they resisted

my propositions. This maybe called a conflict, not an opposi-

tion to that administration. What were those three objects ?

One was to prove, that the constitution of parliament in this

kingdom did still exist ; that it had not been taken away by the

law of Poynings, but that it was an infamous perversion of that

statute, by which the constitution had sufi'ered : the other was
the establishment of a constitutional military force, in super-

addition to that of a standing army. The only idea that ever

occurred to England, or any free country of Europe, I adopted,

namely, that of a constitutional militia. At that time the idea

of a vohmteer force had not arisen ; therefore, I adopted the

idea which at that time appeared to be best. The third great

object I rook up as necessary for this country, was a law for

limitting the duration of parliaments ; these were the three

great, salutary, and noble objects, worthy of the enlarged mind
of an enlarged country. I pursued them with ardour, I do not

denv it; but I did not pursue them with intemperance. I am
sure I dj.'i not appear to the public to do so; they gave my exer-

tic^ns many flattering testimonies of their approbation. There is

another proof that I was not intemperate ; I was successful: intem-

perance and miscarriage are apt to go together, but temperance

and success are associated by nature. This is my plain history

with regard to that period. The clumsiness of virulence, of

invective, may require to be sheathed in a brilliancy of diction,

but plain truth and plain sense are best delivered in plain

terms. I now come to that period, in which Lord Harcourt

governed, and which is stigmatized by the word venal. I say,

Lord Harcourt, for in my consideration of his administration,

I will include that of Lord Townshend. If every man who
accepts an office is venal, and an apostate, I certainly cannot

acquit myself of the charge, nor is it necessary. I should have

so manv associates in the crime, if ever there was a crime in

what multitudes would defend. I am sensible multitudes and
majorities would not be wanting to defend that. But I say,

either it is a crime, or it is not; if it be a crime universally, let

it be a crime universally ascribed. But, Sir, I say it is not fair,

that one set of men should be treated by that honourable member
as great friends and lovers of their country, notwithstanding

they are in oflice ; and another man, because he was in office,

should be treated as an enemy and an apostate ; but what is the

truth? Everv thing of this sort depends upon the principles on

which office is taken, and on which it is retained ; with regard
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Jo me, let no man imagine I am preaching up a doctrine for my
own convenience ; there is not a man less concerned in the pro-

pagation of it. 1 have no treaty with the right honourable gen-

tle ni an en the floor, nor shall I have any.

Now, Sir, I shall beg leave shortly to state the manner in

which I accepted that office, which I give you my word I never
will resume. It was offered to me in the most honourable
manner, with an assurance not only of being a placeman for my
own profit, but a minister for the benefit of my country. My
answer was, that I thought, in a constitution such as ours, an
intercourse between the prince and the subject ought to be ho-
nourable ; the being a minister ought to redound to a man's
crecit; but i lamented, that it often happened otherwise : men
in office often give up those principles, which they maintained
before. I told them, therefore, that my objections were not the

going into office, but to following the examples, which I had
sometimes seen before me. I mentioned the public principles

I held. I said, if consistently with those principles, from an
atom of v.'hich I would not depart, I cotdd be of service to his

majesty's government, I was ready to be so ; I speak in the
presence of men, who know what I say. After the office had
come over, and landed in this kingdom, I sent in writing to the

chief governor, that I would not accept the offi.ce, unless upon
that principle.

Thus, Sir, I took office ; the administration before I opposed
only in part of it ; in the first session of Lord Townshend, I

did not oppose ; I never opposed Lord Townshend till after his

prorogation and protest. This appeared to me an infamous
violation of the privileges of parliament. With regard to mo-
ney bills, and after that protest, by which he endeavoured to

make the Journals of the House of Lords, instead of being the
record of their privileges, the monument of their disgrace, I

opposed him ; now what did I oppose in that administration f

The violation of the privilege of this house, with regard to mo-
ney bills, and the vv^anton augmentation of offices, by the divi-

sion of the board of commissioners into two parts. In Lord
Harcourt's administration, what did I do ? I had the two boards
of commissioners reduced again into one. I do not say my
single voice effected this, but as far as it had any efficacy, it in-

sisted on having the twelve commissioners again reduced to

seven, and the two boards to one, a saving, including the whole
arrangement, of twenty thousand pounds a year to the nation.

It went further; it insisted to have every altered money bill

thrown out, and privy council money bills not defended by the
crown. Thus, instead of giving sanction to the measures I had
opposed, my conduct was in fact to register my principles in

the records of the court, to make the privy council a witness to
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the privileges of parliament, and to give final energy to the te-

nets, witli Avhich I commenced my life. Economy did not

stop with the reduction of the commissioners' board. I'he right

honourable gentleman, who has censured me, in order to de-

preciate that ccconomy, said, that we had swept with the fea-

ther of ceconomy, the pens and paper of your table : a pointed

and brilliant expression is far from a just argument. Ihis

country has no reason to be ashamed of that species of cecono-

my, when the great nation of Great Britain has been obliged to

descend to an ceconomy as minute. Neicher, Sir, was this all

;

it is not my fault if infinitely more was not done for this coun-

try upon that occasion ; they were offered a saving, they did

not chuse to take it ; they were offered the absentee tax, and
they refused it : I am not to blame for that, it was a part of the

saving proposecL If administration were wrong on that occa-

sion, they were wrong with the prejudices of half a century;

they were wrong with every great writer that had ever written

upon the subject of Ireland ; they were wrong with some of the

plainest principles, as it seems, of human nature in their favour.

I will suppose the determination not to accept it to have been
right, still it was meritorious in administration to offer it : and
to shew, that I was not under any undue influence of office ; I

appeal to the memory of many men present, whether, w^hen the

disposition of the house was made to alter upon that subject,

and when administration yielded, not unwilling!}', to the vio-

lence of parliament, I appeal to the conscious and public know-
ledge of many, whether 1 did veer and turn about with the secre-

tary, or whether I did not make a manly stand in favour of that

principle, after having pledged myself to the public I would
rather break v/ith a million of administrations than retract ?

I not only adhered to it, but by a singular instance of exertion,

I forced it a second time under the consideration of this house.

That this benefit was lost to this country, if it be a benefit, it

was not my fault. One thing I must go back to ; I had repeat-

edly pressed the bill for limiting the duration of parliament. In

Lord Townshend's time, I brought it in finally, and crowned
it with success: thus I restored to the universal community of

Ireland, a right of which they had been robbed for near a cen-

tury, namely, their first and fundamental franchise as electors,

without which this house is but a shadow^ And thus after hav-
ing restored that root of all their other rights in Lord Towns-
hend's administration, after having restored ceconomy, and re-

duced twelve commissioners to seven in Lord Harcourt's, I

went on to the other great measure which I have mentioned,
the militia law ; and when a right honourable gentleman (Mr.
Ogle) moved that question, I engaged all the interest I could

with government in behalf of it j I rose up to second his motion,
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and declared I v»'ould support him and his militia bill to the

last ; accordingly, I gave him the assistance of my poor labours,

and it was carried ; thus therefore. Sir, I say, that in that ad-

ministration, in which I accepted office, instead of relinquishing

«iy principles, I preserved them. Instead of getting a minority

to vote for them, I brought the majority to give an efficient

sanction to their truth, by entering into office upon that occa-

sion, and acting as I did ; I acted the part of an honest mi-
nister between the prince and the people ; in doing so, I think

I was more a patriot, than if out of office I had made empty
declamations on empty subjects, without any advantage to th^

public. Most of those who hear me can recollect the state of

this kingdom at the close of Lord Townshend's administration.

I appeal to them all, and I ask what was then my repute in the

nation ? I will not say it was the first, or the second, or the

third, but did it not stand in an honourable rank, and among
the former rather than among the last ? In Lord Harcourt'is

government, the vice-treasurership was oiiercd to me, accom-
panied with every declaration that could render it acceptable to

an honourable mind. When that office was offered to me, was
my situation that of a reprobated man ? Did the administration

of Enghmd send over an office usually reserved for the parlia-

ment of England, and offer it of their own accord to a repro-

bated man? I take the facts of both countries to disprove this

calumny. Is it since I have become a mark of obloquy ? I flat-

ter myself not. Lord Buckinghamshire's administration suc-

ceeded. With regard to Lord Harcourt's administration, the

objection is, I did too much ; the charge with regard to the

other is, I did too little for it ; those two accusations run a lit-

tle in contrary direction, and like a double poison, each may
cure the operation of the other : but the fact is this, I acted not

upon visions and imaginations, but on sound common sense, the

best gift of God to man ; which then told me, and still whis-

pers, that some administrations deserve a more active support

than others ; that some administrations deserve little of either
;

I adapted my conduct to those three conditions, I did not run
headlong against government at one time, and with government
at another, but adapted my conduct as I ought to do, to what I

saw and what I felt. Did I support Lord Harcourt? Why ?

Beca-feise he gave me an influence in his councils. It is non-

sense to say, a man is not to support his own councils ; but the

next administration took another direction, and they did not

give me any influence in their councils. What was the conse-

quence ? I did not give them support. Was there any thing

more fair ? I felt myself a man of too much situation to be a
mere placeman. If not a minister to serve my country, I would
not be the tool of salary. What was the consequence ? I voted
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with them in matters of importance when they were clearly

right; I voted against them in matters of importance when
they were clearly wrong ; and in matters of small moment I did

not vote at all: and why? I scorned, by voting for them in

such matters, to seem to pay court. To vote against them in

such matters would have been absurd. What remained ? Not
to vote at all. If you call that absconding, going behind the

chair, or escaping into the corridore, call it what you please, I

say it was right. This is my plain way of dealing ; it is com-
mon sense. I told Lord Buckinghamshire, I would not attend

the cabinet councils of the sage Mr. Heron. Was that dupli-

city ? I think not. I did more ; I sent my resignation to Eng-
land, to the sam.e friend through whom the first communication
was made to me on the subject of office ; but, from the ideas of

friendship to me, he took time to consider, and at length de-

clined to deliver my resignation. I have said something of the

middle period, I shall come to the third, viz. Lord Carlisle's

administration, in ^vhich my conduct has been slandered as the

conduct of an incendiary ; when that idea took place in som6
minds I cannot tell, but this I am sure of, that the right ho-

nourable gentleman who censured me, was called an incendiary

at that time, and so perhaps might I ; but I am sure the right

honourable gentleman at that time did not think me an incen-

diary more than himself. There was not a single instance in

which he did not co-operate. If I am an incendiary, I shall

gladly accept therefore of the society of that right honourable

gentleman under the same appellation : but he laughed at the

folly of the accusation at that time, and so do I now. If I was
an incendiary, it was for moving what the parliaments of both

kingdoms have since given their sanction to : i( that is to be an
incendiary, God grant I may continue so ! In this administra-

tion it was that I was dismissed from office ; now. Sir, I do not

know that in general my dismission from office was thought any

disgrace to me : I do not think this house or the nation thought

me dishonoured bv that dismission. The first day I delivered

those sentiments for which I was dismissed, I remember it

well, I thought it for my honour ; some very honourable and
Avorthy gentlemen, some since dead, and some still alive, one

of whom I shall ever love and shall ever lament; one of them
is dead since to every thing but his own honour and the grateful

memory of his country ; one of them who thought me so little

of the character of an incendiary, that he crossed the house,

together with others, to congratulate me on the honour of my
conduct, and to embrace me in open parliament. At that mo-
ment I think I stood clear to the imputation of being an incendi-

ary. The character of an incendiary therefore seems to have

been superinduced upon me of a sudden j it has sprouted out
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and germinated from that root of much evil, the simple repeal

:

since that moment only, it seems that I have been going down
in the opinion of the public ; since that moment they have
found out my character and conduct deserve all reprobation, and
deserve the brand of being an incendiary ; and yet 1 can hardly
prevail upon myself to think that is the case, because, since that

moment, I have received more honourable testimonies from
every corner of the kingdom, than that right honourable mem-
ber has received in the same period. I shall return once more
to the sentiments of that beloved character I have just described :

he was a man, over whose life, or over whose grave, envy never
hovered : he was a man, wishing ardently to serve his country
himself, not wishing to monopolize the service, but wishing to

partake and to communicate the glory of what passed : he gave.

me in his motion for a free trade, a full participation of the ho-

nour. Upon another occasion he said, I remember the words,
they are traced with the pencil of gratitude on my heart, " That
" I was a man whom the most lucrative office in the land had
*' never warped in point of integrity." The words were mark-
ed, I am sure I repeat them fairly ; they are words I should be
proud to have inscribed upon my tomb. Consider the man
from whom they came; consider the magnitude of the subject

on which they were spoken ; consider the situation of the per-

sons concerned, and it adds to, and multiplies the honour. My
noble friend....! beg pardon, he did not live to be ennobled by
patent, but he was born ennobled by nature ; his situation at

that moment was this : he had found himself obliged to sur-

render office, and enter into active opposition to that govern-
ment, from whom he had received it. I remained in office,

though under the circumstance of having sent in my resigna-

tion ; that he did not know ; in political position therefore we
were contradistinguished to each other : he did not know, while
he was doing justice to me, but that he might be doing political

detriment to himself; he did not know but he might serve the

administration he opposed ; but careless of every thing except
justice and honour, he gave the sentiments of his heart, and he
approved. I have mentioned. Sir, that short period, during
which the character of an incendiary, if at all applicable to me,
must have come upon me in the night, like an enemy, and have
taken me unawares ; I cannot think the opinion of the public
so transformed, when I see every corner of the country express-
ing their approbation of mv conduct, one after another; great
and respectable societies of men, compared with whose senti-

ments the obloquy of an individual sinks into nothing. Even
this very day, 1 have received from the united delegates of the
province of Connaught, an approbation, with one voice; as they

VOL, I If. B
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express it, of that conduct, which has heen slandered iis to,
conduct of an incendiary. Here is a congregation of men, net
one of whom I have ever seen, to none of whom I have ever a
chance of doing a service, who could have jiothing in contem-
plation, but the doing an act of justice. Sir, I may say, I had
the same sanction from another province, that of Ulster. But
it seems I went to Belfast in the character of an incendiary ; I

v/ent to Dungannon in the character of an incendiary. N*o\v I

went to neither of those places but by an invitation, and ^f a per-

son invited be an incendiary^ what rjius^. those be that give the

invitation ? If I am an incendiary, all ITlster is an incendiary ;

if I am an inceiTciiary, all Connaught is an incendiary....with

two provinces therefore at my back, and with the parliament of
Kngland behind me. ...in the,ir having coincided honourably^
and nobly in that sentiment, which 1 sustained, I. think I am
not much afraid of any single and solitary accusation. But I

have not only the parliaments of both kingdoms, I have the ju-

dicial power in my favour* If my doctrine was not right. Lord
Mansfield's was not right ; I ask you was he wrong I It has
been said he was the enemy of both countries on that occasion.

But has the accusation been proved ? Lord Mans6eld hasiilany

political enemies. The administration at the time would have
been glad to have proved him an enemy to both countries, yet

was there a man in the parliament of England, the greatest

enemy to that noble judge, who attempted to find fault with his

conduct? After having mentioned the judicial power, let me
come to a highly respectable body, the corps of Lawyers in this

country, who, after six months meditation by a committee cho-

sen by ballot, gave their sanction to that opinion, v. hich is the

opinion of an incendiary, if I deserve that name. If Lord
Mansfield be an incendiary, if the parliament of England be an
incendiary, if the corps of Lav/yers be incendiaries, if the Ulster

delegates be incendiaries, if the Connaught delegates be incen-

diaries, and all the societies who have joined that opinion

throughout the kingdom. ..r.if all these be incendiaries, in the

name of God let me be added to the number, and let me be an
incendiar}^ too. But though 1 may be such an incendiary, I

will never be that which would deserve the name ; I will never

by any hollow composition. ...lay the seed of future dissension,

I will go clearly and fully to the work. I will be satisfied whert

satisfaction is given ; my nature is as prone to satisfaction, and
as distant from chagrin as then of any man. I appeal to those

who know me from mv childhood, first at a public school, then

at the university of this kingdom, then at the university of Ox-
ford, and afterwards during twenty-four years, taking no very

private part within the walls of this house. ...I have spoke^n ta

facts. I do not mean to arraign. Any man may be mistaken^
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and I wish to suppose any man to be really mistaken, rather

dian be so intendecily. I would rather reconcile all men to tliti

public, than make unnecessary divisions. But though 1 Vvould

do every thing a man can do to prevent dissension, i cannot be

expected to sacrifice my character to unlimited obloquy. Sir,

one circumstance I must mention as it is somewhat extraordi-

nary. It has been said by some authority on that side of the

question, that I am the out-cast of government, and oi" my prince ;

certainly, Sir, my dismission from office was attended with the

extraordinary circumstance of dismist^ion from council; there-

fore I suppose it is that the right honourable member has c;.ilv:d

me the out-cast of government and of my pringe. It cerlaiiily.

Sir, was an extraordinary transaction, but it was done in the

case of Mr. Pulteney, it was done in the case of the Duke of

Devonshire: therefore I suppose it will i^ot be a decisive proof

of any reprobated or factious character in the person to whom
it happened. It is the first time it has been mentioned to mv
disadvantage. It was in the House of Lords of England men-
tioned to the disadvantage of the minister who was s-ipposed to

dave done it, by a most respectable charactt-r ; it was thought

not to my dishonour here ; it was thought not to my diohonour

in the Houso of Lords of Ireland, where I have huely received

from a very eminent peer, the sanction of sentiments very difRi>

ent from these. In a word, it is but the sentence of one

tongue, and upon that tongue I leave it, I do r.ot ho\ve\er prcr

tend to dispute a ministerial fict, v/hiLh a gentleman iu

confidence alleges. He has been in the confidence of the i)uke

of Portland, he is as much a minister us any man who is not iu

oIBce.

Thus much, tlicrefore, I must give to tlus miuis^uial a<:ser-

tipn, that I shall find it impossible for me, under such an intei--

ciict, to pay my respects at his majesty's castle of Dublin, which
otherwise I should be prompted to discharge. And I mention

it, thus publicly, that my absence may not be interpreted into any

vrant of the most perfect diity and loyalty to my prince, or of

the greatest respect to the noblemnn who presides there. I am
not a man fornied to court proscription ; I will not seek disgrace

;

let it remain in its den, I will not revoke it. Sir, I have trespas-

sed too long, and I am oppressed with the weight and multitude

of thanks which I owe you and the house ; I have troubled you
too long upon a private subject, but, with your permission, I

v.'ill endeavour to make amends the next day, by bringing before

vou a subject of more importance, the ceconomy of the nation
;

i beg pardon for what I have said, I have promised too much,
I am in your judgment whether 1 shall do it. You hrve hearc^

what hr.s passed upon mv sulject ; I appeal to }'ou, if I am that

character that has been drav/r. : if I am that character in aiiy
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degree, I do not deprecate your justice, but I call for it, and
exhort you, for yourselves and your country, to get rid of a mem-
ber who would be unworthy to sit among'you.

No. LXXL

SIR. MONKE mason's SPEECH AGAINST PARLIAMENTARY
REFORM....?. 75.

MR. John Monke Mason began the debate, by apologizing to

the house for speakhig at a time when he was so oppressed with
a violent cold, that without their utmost indulgence he could
not be heard at all. He said, I shall leave it to other gentlemen
to point out to the house the absurdities of the plan that is now
before you, and shall confine myself merely to the principle of
the bill, and the reasons stated in support of it by the honourable
gendeman by whom it was introduced, and the several petitions

that lie on your table.

The honourable gentleman has said, that our present mode
of representation is a novelty, and that what he contends for is

not an innovation, but merely a restoration of the ancient consti-

tution; and in the several petitions, it seems to be laid down as

an incontrovertible maxim, that equality of representation is a
fundamental principle of the English constitution; an assertion,

which, I acknowledge, these people may support by the autho-

rity of several modern publications, the productions of ingenious

and speculative men, who, in their vacant moments, when they

have nothing else to do, amuse themselves with delineating a

fantastical form of government, which they are pleased to entitle

the constitution of England : and in reducing a series of politi-

cal aphorisms, which they tell us are the principles of that consti-

tution; but I am confident they cannot support this assertion by

any facts recorded in the general or parliamentary history of

that country.

If the constitution requires an equal representation of the peo-

ple, the gentlemen will tell us the year of what reign that parlia-

ment assembled, in which the people were equally represented.

If equality of representation be a principle of the constitution,

they will point to us the period, at which this principle had effec-

tual operation ;....if they cannot do that, they will never persuade

any man of common sense, that that is the English constitution,
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which was never known ta exist, or that that is a principle

of the constitution which never has operated for a single mo-
ment of time, from the beginning of the world to the present

hour.

It was not till the 54th of Henry VIII. that the county and

city of Chester were impowered to send members to serve in

parliament, it was not till 130 years after, in the 26th of Charles

II. that this power was extended to the county and city of

Durham. Could this possibly have happened, if equality of

representation were a principle of the English constitution? la
both these cases, specific acts of parliament were considered

as requisite to invest them with this right. Could that have been
thought necessary, if equality of representation were a principle

of the constitution ?

But to put this matter in a stronger light, it has ever been
the undoubted prerogative of the crown, to impose the burden
or extend the privileges of returning members to serve in

parliament, to any communities or i)odies of men that the

king thought proper. This part of the prerogative has been
constantly exercised without dispute or control from the first

institution of parliament to the time of the revolution : is it

possible that this power should even have existed for a single

moment, if equality of representation were a principle of the

constitution ?

The reformers themselves do not controvert either this

power of the crown, or the validity of the charters that have
been formerly granted in consequence of that power ; but they

allege that many of the boroughs which were, at the time the

charters were granted, in a flourishing condition, are now depo-
pulated and gone to decay. With respect to those boroughs
where the right of suffrage is vested in the inhabitants at large,

I do not believe that the assertion is true ; I believe that in the

greater part of those towns there are as many Protestant inhabi-

tants now as there were in the reign of King James I. and with
respect to those, which these people call rotten boroughs, where
the right of suffrage is vested in a few persons only, the depo-
pulation of the places can have no effect upon the representa-

tives. Belfast is as much a rotten borough as Harristown; the

number of inhabitants is notliing to the purpose, for those inha-

bitants could have no right to poll, and the members for such
boroughs are returned at this day by the self-same numbers of

voters that they were at the time that the charters were granted.

I will therefore assert that this pretended reform is not a reno-

vation of the ancient constitution, but an idle and dangerous
innovation.

A scheme for reforming the representation of the people was
proposed in the British parliament in the course of the last
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session, and was introduced by a gentleman, who, at an early

period of lite is already so distinguished for his virtue and abili^

ties, that he bids fair to be one of the most illustrious characters

that country has ever produced, his father not excepted. . hut
notwithstanding the powerful support it derived from such
respectable authority, the measure was rejected by that wise
and prudent nation, even in the paroxism of political reforma-
tion. They could not be insensible of the defects of their

constitution, but they were sensible of the danger of tampering
with it, and chose rather to suffer those defects to continue,

than to hazard the consequence of breaking in upon a system
sanctified by the wisdom of ages, and under which they had
flourished for such a length of time.

Yet if the people of Great Britain, in the present deplorable

situation of that country, fallen from the highest pinnacle of

giOiy to a state of humiliating distress, deprived of half her
empire, weighed down with a debt of 240 millions, and haras-

sed with taxes so various and complicated, that they seem to

have exhausted the invention of her ministers; if the people, I

say, in this situation should begin to suspect that the numberless
calamities they have lately suffered were owing to some inherent

defect in their original constitution, and wish to amend it, it

would not be surprising ; but that the people of Ireland should
quarrel with a constitution which has raised them to the utmost
summit of their wishes, is the hight:st degree of folly and ingra-

titude ; a constitution under which.they have so lately obtained ;|

full restitution of their natural rights, an unlimited freedonri

of commerce extended to every part of the globe and the most
perfect degree of judicial and legislative independence, that any
nation upon earth has ever yet enjoyed ; a constitution, ir^

short, which has put them in possession of every blessing that

can render a people flourishing and happy, except those which
CO constitution can bestow ; and which are only to be acquired

by industr}-, sobriety, and obedience to the laws ; these are the

only blessings we want to make us the happiest nation upon
earth ; these are the virtues which every honest man, every

true patriot, every man who has the real welfare of his country

at heart sliould endeavour to inculcate on the minds of the

people, instead of turning their brains with political jargon,

which they do not understand, and visionary systems of govern-

ment....These are the virtues that will render us in a short time
a nation of husbandmen and manufacturers, artificers and mer-
chants

; but at the rate we go on we bid fair to be a nation of

politicians only, and shall appear as ridiculous to all the rational

part of mankind as the inhabitants of Swift's imaginary island,

who wasted the whole of their time in watching, v.iih the utmost
anxiety and solicitude, every change and motion of the heavenly
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bodies, whilst their wives and children were starving at home.
The complaints of the people of Great Britain are extorted from
them by the pressure of calamity ; but, thank Heaven ! the

complaints of the people of Ireland are excited merely by wan-
tonness of prosperity.

The wanton and innovating spirit of the times has given rise

to another new doctrine in this country, which was diligently

propagated at the last general election, and seems to have been
intended to pave the way for this pretended reformation.. ..The
doctrine I mean is this, that the representatives are bound to

pay implicit obedience to the commands of their constituents.

A doctrine repugnant to the first principle of the constitution,

which is, that a member, when elected, becomes the represen-

tative of the nation at large, not merely of that particular place

tliat returned him to parliament ; a doctrine which tends to de-

stroy the unitv of the state, and to degrade the dignity of this

house ; for if this doctrine be established, )ou are no longer the

free independent representative of a great and powerful king-

dom, but the fettered deputies of a parcel of petty communi-
ties > united indeed under one common sovereign, but as dis-

tinct from each other as the cantons of Switzerland, are from
the provinces of America. If this doctrine is to prevail, if we
are to be divided into these petty communities, it is just that

each district should have its particular representatives ; but if

we adhere to the liberal and truly constitutional principle, that

each member is the representative of the nation at large, every*

part of the kingdom is equally represented ; and every county
of the kingdom has not two only but three hundred represen-

tatives.

As an instance of the happy effects that would attend this

t^ew doctrine, let me recal the recollection of the house to the

ridiculous scene that was exhibited on the floor in the beginning

of last session ; when an honourable member, by order of his

constituents, moved, that the bill of supply should be granted
for six months only. On the division he went into the lobby,

and was followed by every county member in the house, a few
only excepted, who walked across the floor, many of whom apo-
logizing v/ith their looks and gestures, for the absurd part they
were acting, and deploring at once their own servile subjection,

and the folly of their constituents.

Yet these, we are told, are the only Independent members of
the house ;....independent indeed they are ; independent of rea-

son. ...independent of judgment....independent of choice.. ..inde-

pendent of every kind of public virtue ; which can have no ex-

istenc? witiioutfree agency.

This plan of reformation originated with the congress of
Dungannon, who, after they had resolved to adopt it^ directed
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tlieir secretary to xrrite circular letters to every meddling priest,

€ver\" political mountebank, whose names they read of in the

English newspaper, whom they rendered the arbiters of" the

Irish constitution. These letters have since been published hj
authority ; but why do we not find amongst them any letter to

Mr. Pitt, the advocate for reform in the British parliament \

Because they well knew that the sentiments of Mr. Pitt were
not congenial to their own ; that he did not desire to go the

lengths which they were determined to proceed ; his scheme of

reform was confined to an addition of a certain number to the

members for counties, and great communities. That the re-

presentatives of ihe people should presume to disfranchise their

own constituents ; that they should attempt to deprive, of their

chartered rights, and most invaluable privileges, the persons to

whose bounty they were indebted for their seats, and whose
confidence had enabled them to strike that mortal blow, was a

monstrous idea that never entered into the mind of that vir-

tuous man, and was only reserved for that self-created mon-
ster, the congress of Dungannon.

I shall now beg leave to make a few observations on the mo-
tives and consequences of this pretended reform. The avowed
motive is a desire to diminish the aristocratic power in this

kingdom ; but I am thoroughly convinced, that this plan would
counteract their own intentions, and increase the very interest

they wish to destroy. The natural consequence of this reform
will be to throw the whole weight of power and influence in

this country into the scale of property, and to bar for ever the

doors of this house against rising genius and aspiring virtue.

I shall not hesitate to assert, that Great Britain owes the

glory from which she has lately fallen, and Ireland the glory to

which she has arisen, and which I hope she will ever m.aintain,

to these ver}' rotten boroughs that are now so reprobated.

You cannot but remember the wretched situation of Great
Britain in 1757, when she had France alone to contend with ;

so sunk were the power, the resources, and even the spirit of

the nation, that instead of making any vigorous efforts against

this single enemy, she thought it necessary to bring over twelve

thousand German troops to save her from invasion. Such was
the situation of Great Britain when Lord Chatham took the

helm ; and such was the effect of the abiiities and spirit of this

one man, that in three years time the French were driven from
the continent of America, and deprived of the finest of their

West Indian islands. Yet who was Mr. Pitt r a younger bro-

ther with 2000/. fortune, and a cornetcy of horse, who had no
more chance of representing any great community in Kngland
than I have at this instant. Had he not been returned for a

rotten borough he might have lived in obscurity, and his vir-
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tues had been lost to himself and to his countn^ What chance

had Mr. Burke, who is an honour to this country ; what chance

had Mr. Fox, whose abilities are the objects of general admi-
ration, of representing the cities of Bristol and Westminster,
if they had not first displayed their abilities, by being returned

for private boroughs ?

But to come nearer home, I will venture to assert, that you
owe the emancipation of Ireland to those boroughs. I will

venture to assert, that you are principally indebted for the resti-

tution of your rights to the spirit, the abilities, the perseverance,

and real integrity of the honourable gendeman near me ; and I

am supported, in this assertion, by the unanimous vote of this

house, and the universal voice of the people at that time,

though now 1 find he has lost some part of his popularity by the

most virtuous action of his life : the preferring the real substan-

tial interests of his country to an idle punctilio....What chance

had this gentleman, with all his abilities, of representing any
but a private borough ? Who were his principal assailants in

this great revolution! members for rotton boroughs. ...I knov/

but of one county member who took a distinguishable part on
that occasion ; I mean the right honourable gentleman who re-

presents the county of Wexford, and who is justly entitled to

the second place in the gratitude of the public. Had this mea^-

sure taken place but three years ago, which these people con-
tended for as necessary to their freedom, it is probable that
Ireland would not now be free ; and that instead of wasting
your time in this Idle speculation, you would now be deploring
the shackles imposed upon your trade, or the power assumed by
the British parliament to make laws to bind this country. I
shall conclude, conjuring the gendemen who hear me, that thejr

^vill not be such dupes as to believe, that by passing this bill

they will satisfy the people. He must be a young politician

indeed, and but little acquainted with the history of mankind,
or the human heart, who thinks that a people can be satisfied

with concessions. If it was possible that concessions could sa-

tisfy a people, would there, at this day, be a murmur in Ireland?
Besides, people have acted fairly, on this occasion, they have
told you that the passing of this bill wnll not satisfy them. This
pretended reform is only the first of an alphabet of innovations,

which the congress of Dungannon have voted, as necessary for

the freedom of the people, and have determmed to pursue ; that
they have been advised in the first instance to lay their shoulders
to this particular object. If you yield to them in this point,
they will attack you on some other, and so proceed from inno-
vation to innovation, till they have subverted your constitution

VOL. Ill, c



U APPENDIX.

' both in church and state ; this is therefore the time to resist

their encroachments.

Sir Hercules Langrishe.....! am glad this great question,

which has so much engaged the public mind, and been agitated

with so much industry from one extremity of the kingdom to

the other, has at length been brought before parliament ; and it

is now our duty to give it a full, a free, and patient discussion.

If the evil that it supposes has existence, and the remedy it of-

fers be adequate and safe, it will have many powerful advocates

here. On the other hand, if it states defects that do not exijjt,

and offers remedies that are neither safe nor applicable, it is

better the House of Commons should decide against it at once,

that the people may no longer be disturbed or deceived by it.

And now let me say, if I wanted any new proof of the superior

excellence of our happy constitution, that alteration was unne-*

cessary and amendment impracticable, the plan of reform now-

read at your table would furnish ample testimony : for when
' two gentlemen of such distinguished abilities, assisted by deli-

berate assemblies in their own country, and enlightened by the

oracles that have been consulted in another country ; when gen-

tlemen of such talents, so assisted, have at length produced such

a plan of reform, I am justified in thinking that the task is be-

5'ond the strength of man. And convinced as I am, that our

present constitution, in its present condition, is competent to

every degree of civil liberty, I must also be convinced that

amendment is a dream, and alteration would not be -wisdom.

Consider now, Sir, the plan before you, consider it impar-^

tially, and tell me, is it founded in any one principle which it

professes ? Does it tend to remove any one evil that it ima-

gines ? Does it meet any one of the ideas that have amused the

people ? No^ not one ! Is it a plan for an equal representation

of the people I No ; it leaves above three-fourths of the 'people

as it found them, unrepresented. Is it a plan for a more equal

representation of the people in parliament ? No, it renders the

representation much more unequal than it found it : for in-

stance, a freeholder in one barony, by this bill, may vote for four,

or six, or eight members of parliament ; a freeholder in the

next barony- shall vote only for two members. Is this to render

the representation of the people more equal ? Good God ! how
the people are deceived ! how they are abused!

Is it a plan for the more equal representation of property, the

ancient and original title to representation ? No, Sir, the re-

verse ! If this bill as you see it were a law, a worthy and respec-

table gentleman in the county to which I belong, who has 4000/.

per annum, landed estate in one barony, would thereby be en-

titled to vote for two members, and the servant who stands be-

hind my chair, who is posseaeed of a 40o. freehold in a neigh-
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Louring barony, shall vote for eight members of parliament. Is
_

it a plan to enlarge the basis oi legislation, by encreasing the

number of the constituent body? No, Sir, it diminishes, it

contracts, it strikes off thousands and tens of thousands of

your electors ; it disfranchises every freeman in the nation

who does not hold by birth, servitude, marriiige, or trade.

It disfranchises every freeholder under 20/. per annum,
who does not reside. It demolishes the whole tribe of

potvvallopers J men entided to vote in right of residence

(the freest tide the constitution knows) are to be extinct, unless

they can call jn to their aid a multitude of freeholders m general

too great to be found. For instance, if a borough were to con-

sist of 5000 Protestant inhabitants, entitled and accustomed to

vote; no matter, they shall be extinguished unless they likewise

have within their precints 70 or 100 resident voters, qualified

according to this act, which no borough in Ireland has, and
which few ever would have. But it effects a new creation to

supply this general massacre; it confers a right to vote for those,

boroughs to others. To whom ? To freeholders : persons who
were entitled to vote for other members before. It is true,

amongst those a class of freeholders is incorporated, (new indeed

to the constitution) freeholders on terms for years ; but the

freehold required is of so large amount that their num-
bers will be small. Now let me ask, is it a plan to increase the

number of your representatives? No, Sir, to diminish it! In
the first instance, it decays and depopulates every borough, and
almost every city in the kingdom. For I do believe not one of

them contains within its precincts 100 voters qualified and
registered according to this bill, I have heard of a clause of

redemption for them. I only know what I see, and I see no
such thing in this bill ; and if such clause or schedule were
inserted, it would, on the principle of the bill, impose conditions

that must for ever exclude several of them from restoration.

And here I lament the destiny, though I admire the virtue of

the town of Newrv, who petitioned for this reform. With
their 12,000 inhabitants, all entitled, if they were Protestants,

to vote for members, yet they are all disfranchised unless they

also contain within their precincts, 100 of another sort of voters,

qualified according to dns bill. (He applied the principle and
effects to Drogheda, Waterford, Kilkenny, Limerick, Cork, &c.

and concluded with the borough of Dungannon.) And here

let me lament the fate of poor Dungannon, at ance the pride

and the reproach of her sons; Dungannon so late the centre

of government, the head of legislation, the seat of empire, unless

you have within your precincts (which I am sure you have not)

too voters qualified according to this bill, you are decayed,

depopulated., and extinct. Will you not spare this town ov\
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account of the righteous people that were found therein ? I

know not whether you have a redemption in store, but I know
your redemption is not to be found in the bill on your table.

What then can the friends of this bill, (if any such there be)

what can they say of it ? They cannot say it is a bill for an equal

representation of the people. A bill for a more equal represent

taiion of the people, a bill for the more equal representation of

property, a bill to widen the basis of legislation, to encrease the

number of electors, to encrease the number of representatives ;

No such thing! quite the reverse ! In the name of heaven what

is its tendency ? Is it a reform on any one settled principle ?

Does it, pr would it correct any one abuse ? No, Sir, it is nothing

but alteration ; a transfer of election influence from one set of

men to another, which would produce two or three years con-

test and confusion, and then, by corruption or compromise, the

dominion would settle with the most powerful of the neighbour-

hood. The power would change hands, but the exercise of

it would be the same. And is it for this mighty benefit that

the ancient habits of the constitution are to be changed ? For

this your country is to be visited by jubilee of licentiousness, a

saturnalia of anarchy for a few years, before it reposes again in

the abuses you now complain of. Yet this is the great arcanum,

the sacred mystery sent abroad, like the miracles of Mahomet
assisted by the sword, from the north to the south, from the east

to the west, to subdue the obdurate, and multiply subscribers to

the true faith, I do not mean the least disrespect to any man
in what I say of this plan of reform. I speak as I think of it.

I think it all confusion and danger, and nothing else. And it

shews me into what inconsistencies even wise men will fall when
they attempt a reform, where reformation is unnecessary, what

insupportable difficulties they encounter in an attempt to new
model a constitution which has stood for centuries the admira-

tion and envy of the world, and distinguished from all others by-

having preserved civil liberty on the earth at this day. Under
those opinions, and with this veneration for the constitution, I

will not so far admit its defects as to go into a committee to amend
it. I will not carry into a committee this chaos of rude mate-

rials, out of which to create a new constitution, when I have

one already formed so competent to human happiness. I will

not go paragraph by paragraph through a plan of alteration,

where alteration is not necessary. I will not keep the public

mind longer in a state of suspence between free government

and fruitless speculation, but endeavour to rescue public tran-n

quillity from the designs or delusions of the visionary, the rash,

and the restless.

Much has been said, and much has been inferred concerning

the petitions which are displayed on your tables but when gen-
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llemen talk of those petitions, they forget that there are between
two and three miUions of inhabitants in this country. There
are several petitions on your table for a reform, some against it.

I have no doubt but the majority of your petitions is in favour
of reform, because innovation is ever the most active. But it

matters not on which side the majority lies ; take them all

together, they are but as a drop of v/ater to the ocean of your
population; they are as a unit in comparison to the numbers
of your people. And if those persons, however respectable,

petition for any great innovation, you have no right to conclude

the multitude on the suggestion of the few ; and even if it were
possible to suppose (which it is not) that a majorit)' of the

people petitioned for an alteration of the constitution intrusted

to you, you have not a right to comply
; you have not, in that

case, a right to indulge their desires, or inflict on them the

accomplishment of their wishes. If you comply in wliat

you think a public injury, you are an accomplice in the injury,

and betray the interest of the people on the bribe of their own
favours.

It is to be lamented by every man, who feels for the honour
and the happiness of this country, that after the reputation we
have acquired and the benefits we have obtained ; acquisitions,

limited only by the bounds of our own demands, and adequate to

every degree of human happiness ; we should offer our enemies
a pretext for charging us with alight, an inconstant, and restless

character; as if the accomplishment of our wishes was but
the beginning of our discontents, and unlimited demand the
offspring of unlimited concession ; that we were falling under
the description Montesquieu gives of a people unworthy of
liberty

;

" A people grown impatient of the power they have delegated,
^' desirous to do every thing themselves, debate for the senate,
*' execute for the magistrate, and decide for the judges." That
having obtained the best constitution in the world, we had not
the patience to try it for one session of parliament; but in con-
tempt of the high legislative assemblies, resolved ourselves in

five hundred little parliaments in every corner of the kingdom,
where we voted that constitution an unalterable grievance, and
called aloud for a new one.

Were I at liberty to remonstrate with my countrymen, whom
I love, I v/ould ask them, do you enjoy freedom ? They must
answer in the affirmative. Have you commerce? Undoubted
as the ocean that surrounds you. Are you in possession of all

the blessings that can flow from the best and freest government?
Y'ou are. Is it then wisdom, is it common sense, when yoa
are sure of those, to throw them back into the ocean of uncer-
tainty, commit them to the wilderness of speculation, or hazard
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of experiment t Is it wisdom to interrupt your enjoyment of

every thing that, is valuable, by dreams ot something more iree

than freedom, more desirable than happiness I The lowest man
in the community has wisdom enough to feel the force of this

maxim j
" When you are well, keep } ourselves so." But there

is not a philosopher in the nation wise enough to say, what
would be the consequence of a change: neither Solon, nor Ly-
curgus, nor Plato, nor Locke, nor Sidney, if they were alive,

would hazard a conjecture as to the effects on the constitution. If

you were to adopt any one of those plans which have been offered

to you, they might make a democracy, they might make an aris-

tocracy, they might encrease the power of the crown, they might

make any thing but the constitution of England
;
yet every man

in the community, the gentleman and the artificer, the learned

and the unlearned, the man who can read, and the man who
cannot, are all alike ready to undertake the task of constitution-

making; or, if any of them should happen not to have leisure

from the shuttle or the plough, they have only to say, " we
*' entirely agree in the plan of reform digested and agreed on by
''' the grand national convention." And there is a constitution

ready made to their hands. I do not say our constitution, the

Avork only of human wisdom, is without defect; but there is an
inherent strength in it, that has in all convulsions produced

remedies for its evils and controls for its excesses ; and through

many revolutions has maintained liberty to this day. Now you
have got it do not throw it away; condescend to enjoy and bef

happy ;
your country wants improvement

;
your constitution

does not; cultivate the one, and you will be sure to enjoy the

other. But if you grow discontented with your form of govern-r

ment, and are distracted about new schemes and new systems,

you will be dupes of designing men in your own country, and

strangers will not come near you. Amidst your controversies

and your arms, the stranger would not know where to find the

laws that are to be his protection; and you may find, perhaps

too late, that you have been cheated of your happiness; you will

be thought an unreasonable, and you will feel yourselves an

unfortunate people ; a people whom commerce could not enrich,

and whom freedom could not satisfv.
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No. LXXIL

THE SPEECHES OF MR. GRATTAN AND MR. BERESFORD ON

THE REVENUES OF IRELAND.,..?. 78.

MR. GRATTAN began with observing, though the in-

terference of a person utterly unconnected v/ith revenue mat-

ters, in that department which was so ably administered by the

present commissioners, might have somewhat of an invidious

aspect, yet he was happy to declare that those gentlemen had
not viewed it in that light, but had with the utmost alacrity

given him every possible assistance, in promoting the object for

which tlie committee was appointed and it appeared to him
throughout, that they had acted not only honourably and dili-

gently, but with a laudable ambition to distinguish themselves

in the faithful discharge of the high trust reposed in them. He
therefore desired to be considered as not imputing the smallest

fault or applying the least censure to those gentlemen, while he
endeavoured to rectify some errors and abuses, that in a suc-

cession of many years, and under different boards, had found
way into the revenue establishment. Having said this, in justi-

fication of the present commissioners, to whom he declared no
blame was imputable,

He proceeded to state the expence of collecting the revenue
at two periods, viz. 1758 and 1763.

In 1758, he stated the expence of collecting to have

amounted to - - - - ;^. 81,000

In 1783, it amounted to - - - - 180,000

In the latter period, he allowed that - - 23,000
an expence incurred by the new custom-house

was included ; but deducting that expence, the

expence of collecting amounted to - - 157,000

The increase of collecting, he said, did not arise from the in-

crease of articles taxed, or any necessity of adding to the num-
ber of officers employed in collecting, as was obvious to any one

who would consider that most of the new taxes were only addi-

tional duties on articles heretofore taxed ; and it was as easy

for an officer to receive two shillings as one on any article ;

therefore that the increase of expence arose from the increase

of salaries, he thought might very fairly be presumed.
In the year 1758, the expence of collecting, he said, was about

13 per cent, at present it is 16.
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The revenue expences are divided irlto two classes....the esta-^

blishment and the incidents.

In 1758, the establishment was * - . ^. 58,000
In 1783, - - . ^ - 92,00O
In 1758, the incidents were - - - * 17,000
In 1783, - - - - - 79,000

The per centage for a course of years fluctuated from ten to

fourteen ; at present it is sixteen ; so that the expence of col-

lecting the revenue is not increased by the increase of the reve-

Kue itscjf, but by the increase of the per centage,

I hay£ now, Sir, continued he, shewn you the facts, but not

their causes ; in order to come at their causes, I moved that an

account should be laid before the committee of all the additions

that had been made to the revenue establishments since 1758,

stating the causes of such additions, and the authority by which
they were made ; this account was made out, it employed seve^

ral clerks for several weeks, and is indeed so voluminous, that

I own I have not yet had time to look through it ; I do not

therefore condemn nor approve what may there.be found j when-

the committee examines, they will be the best judges ; they

will, I believe, see much to reform ; and I am convinced from

the candour of the commissioners, which I have already expe-

rienced, they will have their assistance.

I find that there exists a charity fund for superannuated offi-

cers, such as have served forty years without censure : this fund

is supplied by a stoppage of six-pence in the pound of all sala-

ries, and the superannuated officer receives out of it 3-5ths of his

salary. When this fund has been found insufficient, from the in-

creased number of revenue officers, pensions have been granted

on the incidents, in order to make it out. The progress is* na-

tural, from private charity to public bounty, and from public

bounty to abuse. Every man who is tired of doing his duty,

or who is unable or unwillihg to do it, if he can make interest

with government, gets an order to the commissioners, and is

immediately put on the revenue incidents, from which he in fact

receives a pension : not an open, but a masked pension. I do

not speak of the present administration, or the present commis-

sioners. This abuse has been growing five and twenty years ;

the present is the proper time to check it.

I find that the number of pensions on the incidents are 343....

I have made observations on almost all of them, but I will not

go through the painful task of animadverting on them now, as

my object is to prevent future abuses, not to disturb the present

possessors ; I must, however, remark, that having served forty

years, has not always been deemed a necessary title to a pen-

sion j thirty-eight years, thirty-five years, twenty-nine years.
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twenty-two years, and sometimes the words long service, have

been deemed sufficient.

Great importunity, I know, will at last prevail over men ; and
however the commissioners may determine to act with rigorous

attention, and to grant no pensions but to men who have served

the necessary period of forty years, yet still they will be forti-

fied in their determination by a resolution of this house ; besides

there are many offices in the revenue that may be performed by
men who are become unfit for the more active and laborious

duties ; and by putting such men into those easy offices, the ne-

cessity of pensions may in a great measure be obviated.

The orders of government have sometimes issued to place

persons on the revenue incidents, without any reference to the

commissioners, or any reason being assigned to entitle the pen-

sioner to such. This kind of procedure carries its own censure

along with it. Government would not issue a peremptory or-

der, if any reasons could be found for granting such pensions.

This is, I think, a very great hardship on the commissioners,

who often resisted, but resisted in vain. Where men are re-

sponsible, they should have power ; and what they have not

power to control, they should not be answerable for.

To remedy this abuse, and to fortify the commissioners, 1

will propose a resolution, " That no person shall be entitled to
" receive a pension on the revenue incidents, who has not served
" forty years without censure, or who has not been so wounded
*' or hurt in discharge of his duty, as to be rendered totally un-
" fit for service ; or who is not the widow of some officer that
" has lost his life in the revenue service."

I find, Sir, that there have been granted several additional

salaries, which have been continued to the successors of the

grantee ......This practice I would abolish, as nothing would be

more absurd, than to rev/ard John for the services performed
by Tom.
Some expence has also been incurred by the experimental

offices ;....These cannot be abolished, but may be limited to two
years.

I come now to useless officers, whose employments, I think,

ought to be abolished as they fall in ; though it would be cruel

to turn the present possessors adrift, as they have no other

means of living.

And first, land carriage officers. These appear to be of very
little use, and from the nature of their duty cannot well be
moved into any other situation. It is impossible for them to

perform any considerable service, except by searching all per^

sons coming in or going out of the city ; and this would be a

"breach of law, and an high infringement of the subject's liberty,

vol.. III. j>
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I desired to know the amount of sabaies paid to this class of

men for ten years hist past, and find it amounts to 12,000/. the

seizures made by them in the same space of time amount to

1000/. Their usefuhiess may be estimated from those circum-

stances.

Coast officers are of as little use as lartd carnage ofHcers, and
with them ought to be abolished.

I sent for a paper to inform myself concerning hearth-money
officers. I find that since the year 1760, the hearth-money has

increased 10,000/. per annum, and that the expence of collecting

it has increased one-third ; the revenue of hearth-money has

increased one-sixth, and the expence of collecting it one-third :

this is in a great measure owing to the creation of new collectors.

I enquired into the necessity of that creation, and was informed
that it arose from the great extent of some of the former dis-

tricts ; a single collector being formerly obliged to collect in a

range often from thirty to forty miles. Yet I do not find that

any great increase of the hearth-money took place directly after

the creation of additional collectors ; and the 10,000/. a year,

which I have stated may, I ihink, rather be supposed to arise-

from the increase of houses in twenty-four years, than from thc:

increase of hearth-money collectors.

Hearth-money supervisors appear to me very useless officers,

and may be put down ; but this I submit to the commissioners ;

at present I do not mean to take any further notice either of
them or coast officers.

The lasv expences incurred by the revenue every year are al-

ready enormously great, and ought to be reduced ; I speak

freely on this head, because I know that the present law ser-

vants of the crown are too independent in fortune and principle,

to regard any vails of this sort.

The number of bills passed each session have increased, and
the sessions being in future annual, must also multiply expence ;

this is therefore a subject worthy of enquiry : I do not mean
to move any thing on it at present, but shall just mention that

vvithin a very short space, the law expences have amounted to

11,000/.

Revenue cruizcrs have been another subject of ver}^ great ex-

pence.

The seizures made by these vessels amount to 40,000/.

Th'- expence of their establishment to 140,000/. Till of late

there has been one great error in the mode of conducting these

vessels, which is now rectified by the commissioners. The
error was this : the captain of each cruizer %vas permitted to

supply his own crew with provisions, for which he made a

charge against the revenue. Now it is manifest, that this made
it his interest to have nominally a large crevv", but actually a
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small one. That it was his interest to star on shore, where his

men being at liberty to provide for themselves, while he cliarged

their daii) ailovvance ; and that he never could want a pretence
to siay on shore ; and while he was always at liberty to have his

vessel under repair, to enlarge her from time to time, always
enlarging his crew in proportion ; this was indeed, a mosthappv
invencion to reward men for not doing their duly ; and this X

am happy to see abolished.

The next abuse that I shall state is, the absence of collectors

from their districts.

The collector is an officer of very great consequence, and the
true performance of his duty would be of high advantage to the
public. In his district he has all the authority of a commissioner;
he should regulate ail the oMicers under him ; and yet so far are
many collectors from doing this, that they scarce ever see the
place of their collection, but leave their duty to be done by a clerk,

whom the law does not recognize, and who is not answerable to
the board for his conduct; ne gives no security to the public ;

and not unfrequently have great sums been lost by trusting to

such men. One of my resolutions, therefore, goes to compel
the residence of collectors.

Another regulation that I think would much promote the due
collection of the revenu- is, the raising of ofncers from the lower
to the higher departments in succession; I do not mean an indis-

criminate succession by seniority, but that in every department
ot the revenue, as at present in the excise, men acquainted v/ith

the business should rise by successive degrees, and that he who
has been checked, should check in his turn.

The surveyors-general have two salaries, one a fixed salary of
300/. a year on the establishment, the other 200/. on the inci-

dents. I would wish to have this altered, and that they should
be paid a premium of a certain sum per day, while they were
in the performance of their dutw

I come now to the last article, though I mean first to move
upon it, because gentlemen who coincide with me on most of
the other points which I have mentioned, difter upon this.

The custom-officers. ...they were originally effective officers,

but when the revenue was formed, they were rendered useless,

and therefore we now find them on our civil establishment

;

afterwards, when the crown took the revenue into its own hands,
it was thought prudent to employ in the collection the persons
that had been employed by the farmers; the custom officers

continued useless ; notwithstanding this, additional salaries

have been granted to them, which are in fact masked pensions.
I know while I speak on this subject, I stand on delicate ground;
but with what face could I propose a reduction of petty officers,

and leave those great ones remaining? The greatness of the
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persons who possess them are my best apology, for while their

talents and fortune render them fit for the highest departments

in the state, I trust their magnanimity will teach them to despise

the paltry emoluments of custom offices. I would not venture

to speak thus to inferior minds, but as I have had the aid of some
of those gentlemen in the other parts of the reform I have pro-

posed, I doubt not they will assist me, even where they are

themselves in some degree affected.

1 have called those additional salaries, masked pensions;

they are so indeed, and of the most exceptionable kind. There
are not, indeed, above seven or eight of them in the kingdom,

but they may increase, and this is the time to stop them ; I have

therefore prepared a resolution for that purpose, which will not

affect the present possessors, but eventually will prove highly

advantageous to the nation.

Mr. Grattan then moved his resolution, " To prevent
" the giant of any future additional salary to custom ofli-

" cers."

Right Honourable John Bercsford....! was very happy, Sir,

when the right honourable gentleman undertook the task of

enquiring into the cause of the great expence of collecting the

revenue, because I was very certain, that an enquiry, ably and
impartially conducted, would fully evince to the public, that the

assertions which have been so liberally made for some years

past, and the insinuations which have been thrown out, of the

prodigality and profusion of the present board of commissioners

of the revenue, were without any sort of foundation. I therefore

took the liberty of seconding the right honourable gentleman's

motion for this enquiry, and 1 am now, not a litde proud, to find

that a four months laborious examination has confirmed my
constant assertions, and overturned the several charges laid to

the door of the revenue board; the right honourable gentle-

man has fullv acquitted them ; but has stated some errors and

abuses, v/hich appear to him to have crept into the revenue

establishment, in a succession of many years, which he wishes

to be rectified.

He has stated, that since the year ir58, the per centage ex-

pence of collecting the revenue has greatly increased.

If the right honourable gentleman will take the trouble of

examining that voluminous heap of papers, (custom house ac-

counts, and reports, which Mr. Grattan had called for) he will

find, that he has chosen an unfair sera for his comparison, for

that immediately after the period of 1758, at which time there

had been a parliamentary enquiry into the management of the

revenue, there v/as not only a general increase of the number

of tide waiters, and boatmen in the several ports of the king?-

dom, but that an addition was ^lade to their salaries, wherebj
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th^re was an increase to the establishment of about 10,000/. a
year.

The right honourable gentleman will also see that since the
Isle of Man was ceded to the crown of Great Britain, the whole
system of preventing smuggling has necessarily undergone a
total change, and a change attended with a great additional
expence ; before that period our cruisers consisted of small
open wherries, which were sufficient to guard our coasts against
smugglers, who carried on their trade in the same sort of ves-
sels; but since by the cession of the Isle of Man, the smugglers
have been driven to Dunkirk, Gottenburg, and other distant
ports, and of course have been obliged to increa^^e the size of
the shipping. We have been obliged to follow them, step by
step, until we have got to stout cruisers, fitted out with from
twelve to twenty pieces of cannon, and well furnished with
ammunition, and manned with an adequate number of seamen.
Such an alteration in our naval establishment, every gentleman
must see, was necessarily attended with a very great additional
expence.

The lawexpences of the revenue have also increased exceed-
ingly, and particularly that part of them which arises from the
business of drawing bills for this house. Formerly there were
hut three bills to be paid for; the great money bill, as it is

called, the loan bill, and the revenue bill; of late years, the
enlargement of our trade has necessarily caused many bills

every sessions, which amount to an enormous expence.
The business of the commissioners of the revenue is infin-

itely increased, insomuch that instead of meeting at eleven
o'clock, and adjourning at two, we are obliged to meet at

half-past ten, and sit until four, and often until live o'clock; the
increase of business of course is attended with an increase of
expence.

The right honourable gentleman has said, that the percentage
of the collection has varied very considerably since the year
1758, from twelve to sixteen per cent. The nature of incidental

expences is variable, they cannot be otherwise; but the high
per centage of one year is not aproof of an increased establish-

ment. For instance, the highest per centage I remember, was
in the year 1781 ; when the collection came to eighteen per
cent, in 1782, it cost but sixteen; and yet the actual sum ex-
pended in the latter year v/as higher than that of the former,
altliough the per centage was less, for the per centage does not
depend solely upon the number of ofBcers, or their salaries, but
upon the proportion which the expence bears to the sum col-

lected ; and therefore because in the year 1781, the revenue
v/as very low, and the sum collected small, the per centage
amounted to eighteen per cent, whereas in the foUawing y^ar,
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when the sum collected was larger, the per centage was but six-

teen, although the expence of coilectmg was higher than the year

before. Let the expence of collecting be the same in two given

years, and let the sum collected in one of them be doubled that

of the other, and the per centage will be but half as much in

that year.

It has been the fashion for several years to judge of the ex-

pence ofcoUecting our revenue,by comparing it with the collection

of the customs and excise in England. Nothing can be falser

than such a comparison, because every part of England where

officers are stationed is productive, every port brings in revenue

to the public, and the excise is universally productive: But
what is the case in Ireland? Perhaps gendemen will be surpri-

sed to hear that out of twenty-five ports there are but seven,

which pay the expence of collecting, although the necessity of a

revenue establishment in the other nineteen is a fact too mani-

fest to require the aid of argument.

I shall, however, to open gendemen's eyes, just state to the

house a few instances:....Cork and Limerick are two of the

productive ports ; between them lie Kinsale, Baltimore, and
Tralee or Dingle, ports which do not go near to pay the expence

of their own establishments; the collection of Kinsale costs one

hundred and thirty-nine per cent, that of Dingle one thousand

ftine hundred and seventy-seven, and that of Baltimore two
thousand three hundred per cent, but if these ports even were
left unguarded, very little indeed would be collected at Cork or

Limerick, the smugglers would soon find an easy way of sup-

ply ing these two great cities from the inferior ports.

If any man has a mind to judge fairly of the collection of the

revenue, let him not go to ports which have no trade, which
cannot pay their own establishment, but let him look at the pro-

ductive ports; in Dublin, where the expence is the heaviest,

both in the incidental and established expences, because the

greatest part of the law expence is incurred there, and most of

the repairs and building of boats and vessels is executed there,

and on account of the great weight of the new custom-house

expence, and because the salaries of the commissioners and all

the princpal and cheque officers are paid there, the per centage

amounts to sixteen per cent., ..in Limerick it is but fourteen, in

Belfast but nine, in Londonderry but eight, in Waterlbrd but

•seven and a half, in Cork but six.

Instead of comparing Ireland with England, it would be

more just to compare her with Scotland, in point of reve-

nue collection, because that her situation ^and circumstances

are more similar to ours. If this be done, it will be found

that the per centage in Scotland amounts to thirty-three per

cent.
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Bat if gentlemen will compare this country with England,

they should, I insist upon it, only take the net revenue of Eng-
land into the account, for the circumstances of England and Ire-

land are very different indeed in point of importation ; the

formtr imports not only for her own consumption, but for that

of the v/iiole world ; the latter for her own consumption only,

England has ht r colonies in Asia, Africa and America, and she

brings home the produce of all these colonies to her own ports,

wht-re they pay a great duty at import ; but as these goods are

not tor her consumption only, but to be exported again to other

countries, and not only to draw back these duties so paid, but to

receive a bounty possibly on the exportation, the real duties re-

turned, that is, the duty on their own consumption, is all that

can fairly be compared with the duties of a country which has

no coloniris, and which imports only for her own use.

Gendemcn who have chosen to compare our collection with

that of England, have asserted, that our's cost fourteen per cent,

when the customs of England cost but seven. Now, in making
this calculation, gentlemen have taken the mere salaries and in-

cidents, as they appear upon the face of the highest custom-

house accounts, and have omitted many expences, particularly

those of the revenue cruisers and the admiralty cruisers em-»

ployed in the revenue service, the expence of which they will

find in the late report of the committee appointed to enquire

into the state of smuggling, &lc. in England. If they take these

into the account, they will find it to stand thus

:

The gross revenue of customs is in England. £, 3,87'3,985

Expence of collection, as stated in custom-

house accounts 281,209
To which add the revenue cruisers - - 42,845

Admiralty cruisers in revenue service - - 220,220

This will be found to be as one hundred are to fourteen, or

fourteen per cent, upon the gross.. ..But if you calculate upon
the net revenue., you will find it as one hundred are to twenty-

one, or twenty-one per cent, and in this calculation the expences

attending law are not included, which must be very heavy, as

all suits are carried on in the Exchequer. So that take this

matter in any light, and the statement and assertions of gentle-

men will be found to be erroneous.

In 1744, after the union of the boards, this change of our
establishment was 5000/. greater than it was last year ; a sure

proof that the present commissioners have not been wanting in

their endeavours to reduce them.
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The incidents, I acknowledge, are very great ; but deduct

23,000/. the expence incurred by the new custom-house, and

they are brought into a more moderate compass. We are still

endeavouring to cut them down further, and if any gentleman

will point out a single article in that account of incidents, now
lying on your table, where a saving can be made, 1 shall be ready

hereafter to suffer any censure the house can devise, if such

saving be not made.
The next objects taken notice of by the right honourable gen-

tleman are the, salaries of the superannuated officers. These
salaries arise from two funds, one is a subscription amongst the

officers themselves, from which every m£>a who has been a sub-

scriber for seven years is entitled to an annuity proportioned to

his rate of subscription. The right honourable gentleman will

see that this is the private property of the officers themselves,

purchased with their own money, and over which parliament

can have no control.

The other fund is the common incidents. As to the pensions

granted on this, I confess I agree with the right honourable

gentleman, that many of them are very great abuses. Of late,

it is grown a fashion for men to get out upon their full salaries :

most people would rather be paid for doing nothing, than for

doing something. For my own part, I should like it very well

myself J but at the same time I know, that wdiile I am able to

do my duty I ought to be compelled to do it. I agree with the

right honourable gentleman, as to the period of service which
should entitle a man .to be superannuated on his full salary- : for-

ty years was fixed by Sir William Osborne, when first I went
into the revenue, but soon after that rule was broken through,

and men of ail standings allowed to enjoy their otium. Hov/-

ever, I must say, that if the board had not frequently remon-
strated with government against this practice, the number on
the list would have been double at this day. If there are now
upon it 343 numbers, as the right honourable gentleman has

stated, many of them are widows, who v/ere put upon it by the

humanity of Lord Buckingham ; during his administration the

widows fund failed, and if he had not been graciously pleased to

interfere for their relief, these poor people must have starved.

The right honourable gentleman seems to think land carriage

officers useless, but I can assure him they are a very necess*ary

set of men. Their duty is to M'atch the avenues of great cities,

and see that all exciseable goods have permits ; and the very

reason why they do not make seizures is, because their vigi-

lance is known to be so great, that smugglers will not run the

risk of bringing their goods past them. However, if land car-

riage officers make few seizures, it is amply compensated by

another set of men, v.ho have no salaries at al], but what arise
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from a fund created by themselves....the preventive officers 5

these men have made very considerable seizures indeed.

Mr. Beresford then proceeded to the heartn-money ; pointed

out the abuses that had obtained in that department, and the

remedies that had been applied ; from which he went on to the

article of revenue cruisers, agreeing with Mr. Grattan in what
he had said concerning them : he also agreed with him as to the

necessity of collectors residing within their districts, and as to

the propriety of deserving officers being promoted in succes-

sion, and the mode proposed of paying surveyors general : in a
word, he agreed with the whole of Mr. Grattan's plan of regu-

lation, save only as to custom officers, who, he said, were officers

by the common law, were absolutely necessary, and ought not

to be abolished.

No. LXXIIL

THE SPEECH OF MR. GARDINER ON IRISH COMMERCE,

[page 78.]

MR. GARDINER said, it is not my fault that this busi^

ness lies under an additional disadvantage, from the late part of
the session in which it is introduced. It is in the recollection

6f gentlemen, that no endeavours of mine were wanting to bring

it in on an earlier day. I must confess this is an arduous busi-

ness, and far exceeding my strength ; but I hope and request

the assistance of gentlemen of greater talents than I possess*

I only furnish the raw materials, let them erect the superstruc-

ture.

I shall, sir, first state the purport of my propositions. This
is a measure to restrain importation, but does not affect the ex-
portation of raw materials. Gentlemen would have the evi-

dence on that head also included in the report of the committee,
but one had no connection with the other. The committee was
ordered to enquire into the state of manufactures at large, but
they did it partially ; they confined themselves to the woollen
branch, to blankets, carpets, hats, &c. My system is not con-

fined to these objects only, but also includes paper, hardwarcj

VOL. JII, $
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and other articles. The weaving branch is certainly a very
material branch of commerce, but other objects also have their

weight.

Here Mr. Gardiner obviated many objections which he said

had been made to his measure. It is not, said he, calculated to

divide, but to unite the two countries. The people of England
will think it no cause of enmity with us, that we follow their

example. She adopted protecting duties, because she thought

it her interest.. ..let us act the same part. ...what's good for one,

must be good for the other.

The measure is no opposition to government. I never made
it my business to introduce any thing for the purpose of embar-
rassing government. On the contrary, I thought it my duty to

support them when right. I think it also my duty to admonish
them of their error when wrong. Government ought to be in-

formed of the grievances of the people.

This measure has not been brought forward irregularly....it

is grounded on the report of a committee, and the petitions of
the people. 1 confess, sir, I am strongly biassed in its favour.

The despondency and distress of this country, together with

the justice and expediency of the measure itself, must make
every gentleman its friend. Who can behold so many thou-

sands of his fellow-creatures struggling with calamities, almost

insupportable by humanity, and not be inclined to give relief?

The misfortune is not particular.. ..it is universal.. ..not confined

to Dublin, it extends to Cork, Limerick, Waterford, the

Queen's county, and every part of the kingdom where the wool-

len manufacture is carried on. ...not limited to even the woollen,

but affecting every infant manufacture in this country.

With respect to the poverty and wretchedness of this misera-

ble' description of our fellow-creatures, I think it unnecessary to

use a single word. G^entlemen cannot but know the reality of

this fact already ; it is impossible to go through the streets with-

out meeting testirnonies that thi* assertion is but too well found-

ed. If, however, gentlemen chuse to dispute a thing so self-

evident, I am ready to produce witnesses of character at your
bar, to put it beyond dispute*

If gentlemen wish to judge fairly, it is right to wave theory

and speculation, and confine their attention to the different ef-

fects of th6 different modes adopted in Great Britain and Ireland.

They will pei'ceive that the long depression of this country is

ov/ing to her want of protection for her trade. In England, to

what is owing the great degree of power and wealth she has

attained, but to protecting duties ?

Now, sir, I shall enter on the main part of the business, and
let me entreat gentlemen to be free from prejudice, to divest

themselves of every bias. I do not mean to proceed on specu-
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latlon, but to reason from facts, and the ties of policy of the two
kingdoms. England has flourished from adopting piotecting

duties, and Irehmd has sunk by a neglect of them. Woollens
were always the staple commodity of this country as well as of
England, it was so far back as Edward III. in whose reign

acts ol parliament were passed, in which we find clauses for

protecting the trade of Ireland. At every period before 1G98,

we enjoyed every advantage of a free country : we had nothing

then to contend with, as no jealousy existed in the breast of
England before the last-mentioned period. Our trade was
guaranteed by Magna Charta ; our exports acknowledged by
that venerable statute.. ..no treaty was made in which we v/ere

not nominally or virtually included* Antecedent to the year

1698, our exports were double our imports, and the number of

shipping almost doubled in the ten preceding years. At that

period the balance of trade was exceedingly iniavour of Ireland,

being no less than 224-,000/. a year. If we consider the diffi-

culties this country laboured under in those days, and the com-
parative value of money then and now, this will be found an
enormous balance. When Ireland exhibited nothing but a

continued scene of disturbance, disunion, tumult, andfrequendy
of civil wars within herself, to what are we to attribute her

advantages in commerce but to her protecting duties, her geo-.

graphical situation, and industry ?

When William III. came to the throne of these kingdoms,
he laid several unjust and pernicious restrictions on the trade

of Ireland, in order to gratify England, which began to grow
jealous of our prosperity ; in other respects he may have served

this kingdom; he may have been wise and good; but certainly

these imjust and destructive restrictions, together with other

partialities, manifested by him against us on all occasions,

arc more than a counterpoise to . every good he has done this

country.

The first stab given in his reign to our rising trade was in

1698, when a corrupt majority in this house laid a duty on cloths

exported to England. Some spirited and patriotic members
standing up to oppose this measure, it was defended on the

ground of being an experiment, and that it would continue only

fgr three years, but was in the year following made perpetual.

Let us mark the consequences. The manufacturers, no longer

able to find subsistence at home, emigrated, where they were
received with open arms. The French, notwithstanding every
exertion, had been unable to establish the v/oollen manufactures,

until they procured Irish wool to mix with their own, and Irish-

men to weave it. They then, conscious of the advantages of
protecting their trade, laid additional duties on the importation

of English cloths. The event soon confirraed with what prov
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prlety they adopted these protecting duties ; they m a shoft

time manufactured enough for the home market, and by raising

from time to time, the protecting duties, at length to a prohibi-

tion, are enabled not only to rival great Britain, but to undersell

her in every market in Europe.
Before the last mentioned reign, it was as usual to re-

commend from the throne, at the opening of every session,

the woollen manufacture, to the consideration of parliament, as

of iate it has been to recommend the linen manufacture, or any

other branch of trade. Our journals, sir, are full of such recom-

mendations.

Another argument in favour of this proposition can be drawn
from the great benefits this country derived, from a power
obtained by James, Duke of Ormond, of prohibiting the impor-

tation of Scotch manufactures. The protection was obtained

against Scotland, and not England, because we were not then

afraid of the latter. The utility of this duty was so great, as to

give in our favour a balance, notwithstanding the pernicious

effects of the plantation lav/s, and the other unfair restrictions of
Kivig William's reign, on our trade. Have not we, therefore, a

right to expect the same salutary consequences from the adoption

of a like measure now ?

Let no man say that England is so insensible of her own
interest as to be averse from this measure. England, from
unhappy experience, is convinced of the pernicious effects of

her impolicy. The emigration of thi^ Irish manufacturers in

the reign of King William, is not the only instance that hag
taught that nation the ruinous effects of restrictive laws. Our
own remenribrance has furnished a sad instance of the truth of

this assertion....furnished it in the American war. America
was lost by Irish emigrants. ...These emigrations are fresh in

the recollection of every gentleman in this house ; and when
the unhappy differences took place, I am assured, from the. best

authority, the major part of the American army was com-
posed of Irish ; and that the Irish language was as commonly
spoken in the American ranks as English. I am also informed,

it was their valour determined the contest ; so that England not

only lost a principal protection of her woollen trade in Europe,
but also had America detached from her by force of Irish emi-
grants.

Mr. Gardiner, after dwelling some time on the pernicious

effects of the act of William III. shewed by what progress
importations had arisen, from an average sum of 14,000/. to

the enormous sum of 836,000/. in the year 1778,
In 1779, this country, no longer able to support the pernicious

effects of the oppressions under which she laboured, undertook
Gi great measure. We spoke out, and demanded a free tr^d?.
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It is but justice to gentlemen, it is but justice to the nation,

that they were unanimous, and persevered. England acted

wisely and justly on the occasion, and restored us our right.

But of what use will this free trade be.. ..will it be any thing but

a name, if we do not seize the advantages of it by promoting
it? It is impossible to do so, unless we have an opportunity of

supplying our home consumption, and exporting the redundan-

cy. It is impossible to undersell other nations in foreign mar-
kets, if undersold in our own. While our ports are open to the

exportation of raw materials, and the importation of British ma-
nufactures, can we expect to reap any benefit from the extension

of our commerce? Let us turn our thoughts to the article of
cotton, and we shall find great quantities imported, and not a
single yard exported. The very same might be affirmed of many
other manufactures.

England, so early as the reign of Edward III. perceived the

necessity of protecting her woollens. When a law was enacted to

prevent wearing foreign manufactures ; with respect to Ireland,

however, she was not then considered as coming under the

denomination of foreign. The habits of intimacy and connec-

tion between the two countries, prevented England from exclud-

ing Ireland, when she excluded the rest of the world. Here
are two points proved, the adoption of protecting duties, and
that we were not considered a foreign nation with respect to

England. But the manufactures of England were then in a

progressive state, and it appears that the home market was then

the principal object in imposing a duty on the importation of

woollens. In the same reign it must be admitted, a duty was
laid on bay yarn, but this was only to raise a revenue to the

crown by dispensations. England flourished, but flourished

from a clifterent cause.. ..from the protecting duties, which pro-

cured her a home market; she soon far outstripped other nations

in her manufactures; but in the reign of Elizabeth, the rest of

Europe, perceiving the good effects of the measure to England,

began to lay on protecting duties also. France laid a duty

of half a livre on cloth imported ; this was shortly after

augmented to a livre, and so by degrees to actual prohibi-

tion. The Dutch followed the example. The effect of those

protections on the manufactures of England was quickly per-

ceptible.

In the year 1616, the exports decreased 160,000/. in some
time after, the balance was found to be more considerably against

her ; her imports being above a million, and her exports not

quite 300,000/. a year. She then found it necessary to recur to

fresh protecting duties, and to prohibit the importation of broad
silk. She also saw it necessary to prohibit the wear of India

^oods. These protectmg duties have ever since been accumu-'
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latmg, and Ireland included, as well as other countries. They
have been constantly, as far as respected Ireland, increased du-

ring the reign of George I, and II. but it must be confessed, no
such thing has been done in the reign of George 111. On the

contrary, more has been procured for this country, during that

period, than since our first connection.

Before the protection of her manufactures, the balance was
considerably against her ; the French importations were com-
puted at an average to amount to 1,500,000/. per annum. After-

wards, by means of protecting duties, instead of importing, her

exports of woollens amounted to 5,000,000 yards. Her home
consumption to 6,000,000; making together 11,000,000. So
that she arrived to such a summit of greatness as no country

since the fall of the Roman empire, ever attained. By means of
the wealth procured by manufactures, she was in the year 1763,

able to imposethe law in Europe.

In the late unsuccessful war, we have seen her maintain a

struggle no country in the world would be able to maintain but

herselu We see her now, after it, great, feared, and respected,

and that under the burthen of an enormous national debt, which
no other nation would be able to bear.

Having, On real matter of fact, shewn the progress and success

of the manufactures of the two countries ; having shewn how
England has risen, and Ireland declined ; having shewn that her

system of policy is the cause of her grandeur, permit me to draw
your attention to the difference of situations. In England, the

lowest peasant wears good broad cloth, feeds well, and is lodged
comfortably. The face of the country presents a view of good
habitations, and communicates an unspeakable pleasure to every

man of humanity. I feel a warmth whenever I see and contem-
plate its beauty ; but when I reflect on the misery of my own
unhappy country, that I left behind me, I sink on the comparison.

In England, all is joy, ease and content. It maybe said, in the

scripture-phrase of that country, " the hills and vallies sing with

J03\" Let us now for a moment view the wretched condition

of the miserable Irishman.

The Irishman, sir, feeds the cattle whose flesh he is debarred

from tasting. As to clothes,- he has scarcely any. As for

habitation, he has perhaps, some miserable hovel, whither an
Englishman would not venture to turn his beast. Here he,

with an unhappy wife, and wretched offspring, must endeavour
to drag out existence, half starved, and half famished with

cold. What a distinction, alas! between beings of the same
species.

When, eir, we thus view the different conditions of two peo-

ple, it is natural to enquire into the cause of this difference." Are
Irishmen less fitted bv nature to earn a livelihood than English*
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men? Is there any difference in their frames to produce these

very different effects ? Are their constitutions worse, or appe-

tites greater ? Is there any disadvantage in the nature of our
chmate, soil, or situation of our counay, to prevent our prospe-

rity ?....No ! the climate of this country is delightful.. ..ihe soil

as rich and vegetating in general as any in the world....and our
situaiion adapted for intercourse Vv'ith both worlds. Thus,
those who render our people idle, are the first to ridicule them
for that idleness, and to ridicule them without cause. National

characteristics are always unjust, as there never was a country

that has not produced both good and bad. Though one man
may be idle, another will be industrious, and though tlat man
may be a drunkard, this may be sober. 1 am grieved, sir, to

liear those imcantiid rtflec tions thrown on Irishmen. 1 hey are

general assertions, false as they are illiberal, irishmen have
shewn spirit and genius in whatever they have undertaken.

They have shewn that they can make great exertions, when they

are encouraged ; the difference of the cultivation of this country,

from what it was before the laws for promoting agriculture, will

evince the truth of my assertion. A great proportion of the

inhabitants of this country, previous to those lav/s, lived on im-

ported corn, but no sooner was encouragement held forth to the

plough, than the national industry broke forth, and instead of

importing, a great quantity of corn was annually exported.

This will ever remain a positive contradiction to the vague and
ill-founded reflections on Irishmen. I will even go farther, and
call on gentlemen to specify one instance, where the people were
indolent, where the laws of their country protected them in their

. endeavours. Let us consider what has been done in respect to

our linens. Though we were compelled to yield an established

manufacture, and to apply ourselves to it, under the disadvan-

tage of contending with a country that has arrived at great per-

fection, yet we prospered. And whv ? Because wx were not

mterfered with. If this be not a proof of industry, I know not

what may be called so. Whenever this country has been en-

couraged, it shewed great industry.. ..witness our linens, our

broad stuffs, our tabinets, and poplins : how groundless, there-

fore, is the charge of indolence ? Even admitting the people of

this country were indolent, instead of contributing to keep them
in it, by continuing their oppressions, this house ought to re-

move that indolence.

As every cause but the true one, has been assigned for the

present distresses of the poor, those have not been wanting, who
have attributed it to the low price of whiskey, and the drunken-
ness of the working manufacturers ; but those gentlemen, who
have of late been so fond of praising the industry of the north,

ught to be informed, that there is no part of Ireland, in which
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the people drink more whiskey, and yet manuFactures succeed
there perfectly. This I know, because I have an estate in that

part of the kingdom. I know they think nothing of drinking a
pint of whiskey in a day, and are able to attend to their business

after. Some of my tenants have informed me, they could drink
half a pint of whiskey with as much ease as any of us could a
glass of wine. As for me, no man more disapproves of the

abominable custom of drinking spirits j but yet, I will be free

to say the distress of our manufacturers, is by no means impu-
table to drunkenness.

As these are not the causes of the present calamities, it is na-

tural to ask what may be the source of them ? It may be an-

swered, that want of employment is that source. Numbers of
manufacturers cannot get their goods sold. How, therefore,

can they give employment ? Several circumstances contribute

to forwarding the importation of English goods, whereby our
own are injured. In England they have large capitals ; they

can buy and sell much cheaper than our manufacturers, who
have in general very small capitals. The man with a large ca-

pital can afford to give long credit, which the other cannot, and
eight per cent, will yield a greater profit to him in trade, who
has 10,000/. than ten per cent, to him who has but 1000/. In
England they give two years credit, when we can scarcely give

six months, which induces people to deal with them, as they

have a year and six months interest on the money. This ena-

bles them to turn their capitals oftener, so that if they sell, even
for less than others, the quick disposal of their goods will not
fail to bring them at the end of the year a much greater profit.

Something must be done to relieve the thousands who now
are famishing in your streets. The city of Dublin, with a de-
gree of humanity that will ever do it honour, has hitherto suc-

coured them by voluntary donations. But the donations of the

city of Dublin will be found inadequate to the miseries of those

poor men. The non-importation agreement entered into in

1779, afforded them some small relief for that time, but served

only to augment their distress since, as magazines of English

cloths were then formed in this country.

Another expedient was : establish manufactories here : but.

Sir, these have ended generally in the ruin of those, who have
attempted it : for the English riders immediately give notice to

their employers, when a manufactory is going to be setup ; the

consequence is, the British merchant resolves to lose for a time,

sends over an abundance of the commodity, sells it cheaper

than it possibly can be wrought for, and totally overthrows his

rival. Sir, I remember an instance of this in England itself;

there was a house in Nottingham carried on a considerable trade

in one branch of business -, another finding it so profitable, de-?
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termined to undertake it also ; but the owner of the first house

determined to lose an immensity, and undersell the new one

;

the latter, consequendy, tailed in a short time, and the business

returned to it;-i ancient channel. This shews, Sir, that the Eng-
lish merchant will always be an overmatch for any manufactory

we set up, which can any way injure him. Now, Sir, another

"

expedient was, opening our export trade ; I never shall arraign

that measure : It was conducted by a gentleman, whose me-
mory I shall ever revere, and whom I never think of without

emotions which I cannot express ; but, Sir, an export trade is

beginning at the wrong end ; unless there be a home consump-
tion it wiii never avail.

The home consumption is what gives money and spirit to

the undertaker; widiout money he cannot pay the men whom
he emplo}s, and that money is only to be hud l)y home consump-
tion. Since then the remedies that have been applied are

ineffectual, let us now see what may be successful ; and in this

let us copy the conduct of England, of France, and other com-
mercial countries ; and that is by protecting our manufactures

at home.
Then, Sir, fashion, though it may appear at first a trivial mat-

ter, has a- very great effect on our trade, and for this reason,

whatever is the fashion, the manufacturer has a home consump-
tion for, and sells at an enormous advanced profit for ready mo-
ney ; as soon as the fashion alters, he has made so much by it, that

he can send over the redundancy here, and sell it at first cost,

or considerably under the first cost, and still be a gainer j and
therefore, though some persons here have sent to England, and
got patterns of the fashionable articles, yet before the patterns

could be procured, the dies prepared, and the manufacture

wrought, the English m.erchant would have varied his fashion

there, and sent the redundancy over to us, and undersold us so

as to destroy our hopes.

Now, Sir, what have been the remedies, which we have en-

deavoured to provide ? A non-importation agreement, which,

while it lasted, had some effect, but it was but temporary, the

benefit arising from it was but for a season, and I fear it has

etablished a permanent evil ; for. Sir, it was by no means gene-

ral, and the people, particularly in the north, who were not so

much injured by importation, established warehouses, opened

their ports, and laid in such a quantity of English goods, as

poured an inundation upon us, the moment the agreement was
at an end. A few words, continued Mr. Gardiner, will be

sufEcient to prove, that this measure will not be injurious to the

landed property of this couatry. The advantages of the man
of landed estate, and of the manufacturer are reciprocal ; for

VOL. III. r
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the prosperity of the one is the support of the other. The pe-

tition therefore presented to this house, by an honourable gen-

tleman, from certain landholders of his county, cannot with any

degree of propriety be urged against this measure.

Mr. Gardiner then read the following resolutions.

1st. That it appears to this house, that the working manu-
facturers of this kingdom, are in the greatest poverty and dis-

tress.

2dly. That the importation of foreign manufactures into this

kingdom, has of late years considerably increased, and still con-

tinues to do so.

3dly. That this great importation, by impeding our manu-
factures, is the cause of this poverty and distress.

4thly. That the interference of parliament is necessary to re-

move those evils.

No. LXXIV,

Pastoral exhortation of the right reverend doctor

troy, the catholic bishop of ossory to his flock

P. 99.

Dear Christians,

AT this particular time, "\fhen the blessings of

peace and a plentiful harvest should warm the hearts of Chris-

tians with becoming gratitude to the Father of Mercies, and
excite a Spirit of industry amongst all ranks of people, we are

much concerned to observe riot and disorder pervading many
of our communion in several parts of this county and diocese.

Unmindful of the untimely and ignominious death of their re-

lations and acqi^aintances formerly distinguished by the execra-

ble appellation of White Boys, and deaf to the dictates of reason

and religion constantly enforced by our exhortation from the

altars, they are endeavouring to renew the horrid scenes of con-

fusion and bloodshed, which disgraced this part of the kingdom
not many years ago. They again seem to glory in the oppro-

brious name of White Boys, and have lately assembled at un-

seasonable hours, and in different parties, sounding their riotous

horn. The have presumed to administer oaths of combination,

and proceed to barbarous acts of violence against the persons

and property of several individuals. In a word, they notori-
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ously violate the most sacred laws, arxd equally despise the

injunctions of their spiritual and temporal rulers. Such accu-

mulated enormities call to heaven for vengeance, which will

most assuredly fall on the deluded offenders, if they do not

speedily expiate their crimes by sincere and exemplary repen-

tance. As our silence upon this occasion might be misunderstood

by ignorant, or sinistrously interpreted by malevolent persons,

we think it highly incumbent on us to declare, as we do hereby

solemnly, in the'name and by the authority of our holy mother

the church: First, that the association oaths usually Uilcen by

the misguided and unhappv wretches called White Boys, are

bonds of iniquity, and consequently unlawful, wicked and

damnable. They are not, therefore, binding in any manner
whatever. Secondly, we in like manner declare, that we
condemn, abhor, and detest the above mentioned outrages,

as contrary to the maxims and canons of our holy religion,

destructive of the public peace, injurious to private property,

and subversive of every law. Finally, we condemn these deluded

offenders, who call themselves Roman Catholics, as scandalous

and rotten members of our holy church, from which they have

been already cutoft'by the sentence of excommunication solernnly

fulminated again:it them on the 17th of October, 1779, in all the

chapels of this diocese. We cannot conclude without beseeching

vou, dearest Christians, to join us in fervent and constant prayer

for the speedy conversion of these unthinking creatures. Their

condition is truly deplorable ; hi this life exposed, by their

nocturnal excursions and wanton depredations, to sickness,

loathsome imprisonment, and an infamous death ; whilst in the

next their obstinacy vvill be punished \t^ith endless torture. May
our gracious God, by his efficacious grace, avert this greatest

of all evils, and thereby prevent the bitter recollection of their

having disregarded our tin^ely and pastoral admonitions. We
shudder at the very apprehension of the manifold evils which

must necessarily ensue to themselves, to their families, and to

their country, from a continuation of their unwarrantable pro-

ceedings.

It being equally our wish and dutv to promote the happine&s

of mankind in general, and that of our country and flock in par-

ticular, we shall invariably conduct ovrselves in a manner be-

coming ministers of the gospel and members of society. Unin-
fluenced by fear or any worldly consideration, we ave determinedi

to adopt such further means, as shall be found conducive to

the above mentioned, and other great objects of our voca-

tion.

Kilkenny, \9Jh November. 1784.. J, T. Troy,
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No. LXXV.*

ADDRESS PRESENT:ED TO HIS MAJESTY, AT ST. JAMES S, BY

THE LORDS AND COMMONS ON THE 29TH OF JULY, 1785.

PAGE 124.

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

"WE, your majesty's most dutiful and loyal

subjects, the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons of

Great Britain in parliament assembled, have taken into most

serious consideration, the important subject of commercial

intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland, recommended
in your majesty's speech at the opening of the present session,

and the resolutions of the two houses of parliament in Ireland,

which were laid before us by your majesty's command, on the

22d of February last.

Alter a long and careful investigation of the various ques-

tions necessarily arising out of this comprehensive subject,

we have come to the several resolutions, which we now humbly

present to your majesty, and which, we trust, will form the

basis of an advantageous and permanent commercial setde-

ment between your majesty's kingdoms of Great Britain and

Ireland.

We have proceeded on the foundation of the resolutions of

the parliament of Ireland ; but in considering so extensive an

arrangement, we have found it necessary to introduce some
modifications and exceptions, and we have added such regula-

tions and conditions as appeared to us indispensably necessary

for establishing the proposed agreement, on just and equitable

principles, and for securing to both countries those commercial

advantages to an equal enjoyment of which they are in future

to be entitled.

Your majesty's subjects in Ireland, being secured in a full

and lasting parti<;ipation of the trade with the British colonies,

must, we are persuaded, acknowledge the justice of their con-

tinuing to enjoy it on the same terms with your majesty's sub-

jects in Gi*eat Britain.

* This work having encreased under the author's pen to so larg« a bulk, the

debate intended to have been here inserted, which is very long-, is omitted, and

Ihe reader is referred for it to the 18th volume ofthe Parliamentary Register,

p. 546 to 592.
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And it is, we conceive, equally manifest, that as the ships

and mariners of Ireland are to continue in all time to come to

enjoy the same privileges Vvith those of Great Britain, the same
provision should be adopted in Ireland as may be found neces-?

sary in this country, for securing those advantages exclusively to

the subjects of the empire. This object is essentially connected

with the maritime strength oi your majesty's dominions, and
consequenth' v/iih the safety and prosperity both of Great Britain

and Ireland.

We therefore deem it indispensable, that these points should

be secured as conditions necessary to the existence and duration

of the agreement between the two countries; they can only be
carried into effect by laws to be passed in the parliament of
Ireland ; which is alone competent to bind your majesty's sub-

jects in thai kingdom, and whose legislative rights we shall ever

hold as sacred as our own.
It remains for the parliament of Ireland to judge, according

to their wisdom and discretion, of these conditions, as well as of
every other part of the settlement proposed to be established by
mutual consent.

Our purpose in these resolutions is to promote alike the com-
mercial interests of your majest}''s subjects in both countries;

and we are persuaded, that the common prosperity of the two
kingdoms will be thereby greatly advanced; the subjects of each
will in future apply themselves to those branches of commerce
which they can exercise with most advantage, and the wealth so

diffused through every part will operate as a general benefit to

the whole.

We have thus far performed our part in this important busi-

ness ; and we trust that in the whole of its progress reciprocal

interests and mutual affection will insure that spirit of union, so

essentially necessary to the great end, which the two countries

have equally in view.

In this persuasion we look forv/ard with confidence to the

final completion of a measure, which, v/hile it tends to perpetuate

harmony and friendship between the two kingdoms, must, by
augmenting their resources, uniting their efforts and consolidat-

ing their strength, afford your majesty the surest means of
establishing, on a lasting foundation, the safety, prosperity, and
glory of the empire.

To xuhich his Majestij made the folioxaing Diost gracious

Anscver.

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,

I RECEIVE with the greatest satisfaction

these resolutions, which, after so lon^ and diligent an investiga-
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tlon, you consider as affording the basis of an advantageous and
permanent commercial settlement between my two kingdoms of
Great Britain and Ireland. Nothing can more clearly manifest
your regard for the interests of both mv kingdoms and your
zeal lor the general prosperity of my dominions, than the atten-

tion you have given to this important object. A full and equal
participation of commercial advantages, and a similarity of laws
in those points, which are necessary for their preservation and
security, must be the surest bond of union between the two
kingdoms and the source of reciprocal and increasing benefits to

both. The same spirit, in which this great work has begun
and proceeded, will, I doubt not, appear throughout the whole
of its progress ; and I concur with you in thinking, that the final

completion of it is of essential importance to the future happiness
of both countries^ and to the safety, glory and prosperity, of
the empire.'

No. LXXVI.

SPEECH OF MR. GRATTAN ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE-

[page 125.]

Mr. Grattan..,.Sir, I can excuse the right honourable mem-
ber, who moves you for leave to bring in the bill. He is an
Englishman, and contends for the power of his own countrv,

while I am contending for the liberty of mine; he might have
spared himself the trouble of stating his own bill. I read it

before, I read it in the twenty resolutions, I read it in the

English bill, which is to all intents and purposes the same ; and
which he might read without the trouble of resorting to his own.
His comment is of little moment ; a lord lieutenant's secretary

is an unsafe commentator on an Irish constitution ; the former
merit of the right honourable gentleman in pressing for the

original propositions and contending against the present, which
he now supports, may have been very great, and I am willing to

thank him for his past services; they may be a private consola-

tion to himself. No more; I differ from him in his account
of this transaction. He "was pledged to tht^se eleven propositiona;
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his ofFel' was the propositions ; ours the taxes ; he took the

latter, but forgets the former. I leave both, and come to his

system. Here it becomes necessary to go back a little : I be-

gin with your free trade obtained in 1779 : by that you reco-

vered your right to trade with every part of the world, whose
ports were open to you, subject to your own unstipulated duties,

the British plantations only excepted ; by that you obtained the

benefit of your insular situation, the benefit of your western
situation, and the benefit of your exemption from intolerable

taxes. When these advantages might be, no man could say,

but any man who had seen the struggle you had made during a '

century of depression, could foresee, that a spirit of industry

operating upon the state of liberty in a young nation, must in

the course of time, produce signal advantages : the sea is like

the earth ; to non-exertion, a waste, to industry, a mine ; this

trade was accompanied v/ith another, a planiation trade : in this

you retained your right to trade directly with the British plan-

tations in a variety of articles, without a reference to British

duties; by this you obtained a right to trade with the British

plantations directly in each and eyery other article, subject to

the rate of British duty ; by this, you obtained a right to select

;

so that the general trade should not hang on the special con-

fonnity ; and by this, you did not covenant to affect, exclude,

or postpone the produce of foreign plantations. The reason
was obvious : you demanded two things, a free trade and a
plantation trade ; had the then minister insisted on a covenant
to exclude the produce of foreign plantations, he had given you
a plantation trade instead of a free trade (whereas your demand
was for both) and his grant had been inadequate, unsatisfactory

and inadmissible. These points of trade being settled^ a third

In the opinion of some remained ; namely, the intercourse with
England or the channel trade. A successful political campaign^

an unsuccessful harvest, the poverty of not a few, together with

the example of England, brought forward, in the year 1783,3
number of famishing manufacturers with a demand of protect-

ing duties ; the extent of their demand was idle, the manner of
conveying that demand tumultuary ; but not being wholly re-

sisted nor yet adequately assisted, they laid the foundation of
another plan, which made its appearance in 1785, opposite in*

deed to their wishes and fatal to their expectation ; this was the

system of reciprocity ; a system fair in its principle, and in pro-

cess of time likely to be beneficial, but not likely to be of any
great present advantage, other than by stopping the growth of
demand, allaying a commercial fever, and producing settlement

and incorporation, with the people of England j this system was
founded on the only principle, which could obtain between two
independent nations equality j aud th^i equality consisted in si-
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milarlty of duty ; now as the total abatemeiit of duties on both

sides had driven the Irishman out of his own market, as the

raising our duties to the British standard had driven the Eng-
ghshman out of the Irish market, a third method was resorted

to, the abatement of British duty to the Irish standard : but

then this equahty of duty was inequality of trade : for as the

Englishman with that duty against him had beaten you in the

Irish market, with that duty in his favour he must keep you out

of the English: so that under this arrangement the English

manufacturer continued protected, and the Irish manufacturer

continued exposed, and the abatement of duty was no more
than disarming the argument of retaliation. Had the arrange-

ment stopped here, it had been unjust indeed : but as Ireland

was to covenant, that she would not raise her duties on British

manufactures, England on her part was to covenant, that she

would not diminish her preference in favour of Irish linen, and
the adjustment amounted to a covenant, that neither country in

their respective markets would affect the manufacture of the

other by any operative alteration of duty ; however the adjust-

ment did not stop at the home manufacture, it went to planta-

tion produce, and here you stood on two grounds, law and jus-

tice ; law, because you only desired that the same words of the

$ame act of navigation should have the same construction on
one side the channel as they have on the other ; how they had
ever borne a different one, I cannot conceive, otherwise than by
supposing that in your ancient state of dependancy you were
not entitled to the common benefit of the mother tongue ; the

answer to this argument was unsatisfactory, that England had
altered the law ; but if England had so altered the law, it ceas-

ed to impose the same restrictions and confer the same advan-

tages, and then a doubt might arise v/hether the act of naviga-

tion were the law of Ireland, so that you seemed entitled to the

construction or free from the act; now it is of more consequence
to England, that you should be bound by the act of navigation,

than to Ireland to have the benefit of the fair construction of it.

But you stood on still better ground. ...justice ; was it just that

you should receive plantation goods from England, and that

England should not receive them from you ? here if you do not

find the law equal, you may make it so : for as yet you are a

free parliament.

I leave this part of the subject ; equality of duty, but no pre-

sent equality of trade. I come to that part of the adjustment

which is inequality of both ;....and first, that part which relates

to the primum of your manufactures. When the original pro-

positions were argued, gentlemen exclaimed, "England re-

" serves her wool, ,and Ireland does not reserve her woollen
" yarn," it was ansv/ered, " Ireland may if she plea§e." What
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will those gentlemen now say, v/hen England reserves both ;....

the prlmum of her manufactures and of yours? and not only

woollen yarn, but linen yarn, hides, &c. ? To tell me that this

exportation is beneficial to Ireland is to tell me nothing; the

questi^on is not about stopping the export^ but giving up the re-

gulation, in instances where England retains the power of regula-

tion, and the act of prohibition. To tell me that this exporta-

tion is necessary for England is to tell nie nothing, but that ybii

are material to England, and therefore should have obtained at

least equal terms. I own, to assist the manufactures of Great
Britain as far as it is not absolutely inconsistent with those of

Ireland is to me an object; but still the difference recurs: shb

is not content Mdth voluntary accommodation on your part, but

exacts perpetual export from you in the very article, in which
she retains absolute prohibition. ...no new prohibition....every

prohibition beneficial to England was laid before....none in fa-

vour of Ireland. Ireland till 1779 was a province, and every

province is a victim ; your provincial state ceased, but before

the provincial regulations were done away, this arrangement
establishes a principle iiti posfjidetls^ that is. Great Britain shall

retain all her advantages, and Ireland shall retain all her disad-

vantages. But I leave this pari of the adjustment where reci-

procity is disclaimed in the outset of treaty and the rudiment
of manufacture ; I come to instances of more striking inequali-

ty, and first, your situation in the East. You are to give a mo-
nopoly to the present or any future East-India company during
its existence, and to the British nation for ever after. It has
been said that the Irishman in this is in the same situation as

the Englishman, but there is this diiTerence, the difference be-

tween having, and not having the trade ; the British parliament

has judged it most expedient for Great Britain to carry on her

trade to the East, by an exclusive company ; the Irish parlia-

ment is now to determine it most expedient for Ireland to have
no trade at all in those parts. This is not a surrender of the

political rights of the constitution, but of the natural rights of
man. ...not of the privileges of parliament, but of the rights of
rations. ...not to sail beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the

Straits of Magellan, an awful interdict ! Not only European
settlements, but neutral countries excluded, and God's provi-

dence shut out in the most opulent boundaries of creation : other

interdicts go to particular places for local reasons, because they
belong to certain European states, but here are neutral regions

forbidden, and a path prescribed to the Irishman on open sea.

Other interdicts go to a determinate period of time, but here is

an eternity of restraint
;
you are to have no trade at all during

the existence of any company, and no hcQ trade to those coim»

VOL. IT I. G
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tries after its expiration ; this resembles rather a judgment of

God than an act of the legislature, whether you measure it by-

immensity of space or infinity of duration, and has nothing hu-

man about it except its presumption*

What you lose by this surrender, what you forfeit by giving

Up the possibility of intercourse with so great a proportion of the

inhabited globe, I cannot presume to say ; but this I can say,

that gendemen have no right to argue from present want of ca-

pital against future trade, nor to give up their capacity to trade,

because they have not yet brought that capacity into action;

still less have they a right to do so without the shadow of com-

pensation, and least of all on the affected compensation which,

trifling with your understanding as well as interest, suffers a

vessel to go to the West, in its way to the East. I leave this

uncompensated surrender....! leave your sifaation in the East

which is blank....! leave your situation in the East which is the

surrender of trade itself; and I come to your situation in the

West which is a surrender of its freedom. You are to give a

monopoly to the British plantations at their own taxes ; before^

you d\d so only in certain articles, with a power of selection,

and then only as long as you pleased to conform to the condi-

tion, and without any stipulation to exclude foreign produce.

It may be very proper to exclude foreign produce by your own
temporary laws, and at your own free will and option, but now
you are to covenant to do so for ever, and thereby you put the

trade out of your own power for ever, and you give to the Eng-

iigh. West as well as East, an eternal monopoly for their plan-^

tation produce in the taxing and regulating of which you have

no sort of deliberation or interference, and over which Great

Britain has a complete supremacy. Here you will consider the

advantage you receive from that monopoly, and judge how far

it may be expedient to set up against yourselves that monopoly

for ever; there is scarcely an article of the British plantation,

that is not out of all proportion dearer than the same article is

in any other part of the globe, nor any other article that is not

produced elsewhere, for some of which articles you might esta-

blish a mart for your manufactures. Portugal, for instance, is

capable of being a better market for our drapery than Great

Britain ; this enormity of price is aggravated by an enormity of

tax, what then is this covenant ? to take these articles from the

British plantations, and from none others, at the present high

rates and taxes, atid to take them at all times to conie, subject ta

whatever furthef rates and taxes the parliament of Great Britain

shall enact. Let me ask you, why did you refuse protecting

duties to your own people I because they looked like a mono-

poly ; and will you give to the East India merchant, and the

West India planter something mgre ? a monopoly where the
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monopolist is in some degree the la\vglver. The principle of

equal duty or the same restriction is not the shadow of security :

to aiake such a principle applicable, the objects must be equal,

but here the objects are not only dissimilar but opposite; the

condition of England is great debt and greater capital, great in-

cumbrance, but buli greater abilities ; the condition of Ireland,

little capital, but a small debt, poverty, but exemption from in-

tolerable taxes. Equal burthens will have opposite effects, they

will fund the debt of one country and destroy the trade of die

other
i
high duties will take away your resource, which is ex-

emption from them, but will be a fund for Great Britain ; thus

the colony principle in its extent is dangerous to a very great

degree. Suppose Great Britain should raise her colony da-

ties to a still greater degree, to answer the exigency of some
fuLure war, or to fund her present debt, you must iollow, for by
this bill you would have no option in foreign trade ; you muht
follow, not because you wanted the tax, but lest your exemption
from taxes should give your manufactures any comparative, ad-

vantage. Irish taxes are to be precauiions against the prospe-

rity of Irish manufactures! you must follow, because your
taxes here would be no longer measured by the wants of the

country or the interest of her commerce, because we should

have instituted a false measure of taxation ; the wants and the

riches of another country, which exceeds you much in wants,

but infinitely more in riches. I fear we should have done mor-e,

we should have made English jealousy the barometer of Irish

taxation. Suppose this countrv should in any degree establish

a direct trade with the British plantations, suppose the appre-

hensions of the British manufacturers in any degree realized,

they may dictate your duties, they may petition the British par-

liament to raise certain duties, which shall not affect the articles

of their intercourse, but may stop yours ; or which shall affect

the articles of their intercourse a little and annihilate yours j

thus they may by one and the same duty raise a revenue in

England, and destroy a rival in Ireland. Camblets are an in-

stance of the former, and every valuable plantation import an

instance of the latter
;
your option in foreign trade had been a

restraint on England, or a resource to Ireland, but mider this

adjustment you give up your fdVeign trade, and confine yourself

to that, which you must not presume to regulate. The exclusion

of foreign plantation produce v*'ould seem sullicient, for every

purpose of power and'iomination, but to aggravate, and it would
seem, to insult, the independent states of North America are

most ungraciously brought into this arrangement, as if Ireland

Were a British colony, or North America continued a part of
the British dominion; by the resolutions almost all the produce of

North America was to be imported to Ireland, subject to British
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duties ; the bill is more moderate, and only enumerates certaiii

articles ; but what right has (ireat J^ritain to interfere in our
foreign trade, what right has she to dictate to us on the subject

of North America trade ? How far this country may be further

affected by clogging her plantation trade and surrendering

her free trade, I shall not for the present stop more minutely to

enquire, but I must stop to protest against one circumstance

in this arrangement, which should not accompany any arrange-

iT4ent, v/hich would be fatal to settlement itself, and tear asunder

the bands of faith and affection ; the circumstance I mean, is

the opening of the settlements of the colony trade, and free

trade of 1779; this adjustment takes from you the power of

ch using the article, so that the whole covenant hangs on the

special circumstance, and takes from you your option in the

produce of foreign plantations, and even of America. It is a

revision in peace of the settlements of war, it is a revocation in

peace of the acquisition of war. I here ask by what authority?

By what authority is Ireland obliged now to enter into a general

account f(jr past acquisitions? Did the petition of the manufactu-

rers desire it? Did the addresses of the last session desire it ?

Did the minister in this session suggest it? No? I call for

authority, whereby we can be justified in waving the benefit

of past treaties, and bringing the whole relative situation of this

country into question in an arrangement which only professes to

r settle her channel trade? I conceive the settlements of the last

v/ar are sacred ;
you may make other settlements with the British

nation, but you will never make any so beneficial as these are ;

they were the result of a conjuncture miraculously fo.rmed and

fortunately seized. The American war was the Irish harvest.

From that period,, as from the lucky moment of your fate, your

commerce, constitution, and mind took form and vigour; and

to that period, and to a first and salient principle must they recur

for life and renovation. It is therefore I consider those settle-

ments as sacred, and from them I am naturally led to that part

of the subject which relates to compensation, the payment which

we are to make for the losses which we are to sustain ; certainly

compensation cannot apply to the free trade supposing it unin-

vaded ; first, because that trade was your right ; to pay for the

recovery of what you should never have lost, had been to a great

degree unjust and derogatory: secondly, because that free trade

was established in 1779, and the settlement then closed and

cannot be opened now ; to do so v/ere to destroy the faith

of treaties, to make it idle to enter into the present settlement,

and to render it vain to enter into any settlement with the

British minister. The same may be said of the colony trade ;

that too was settled in 1779, on terms then specified, not now to

be opened, clogged, conditioned or circumscribed : still less



APPENDIX. 69

dots compensation apply to the free constitution of 1782. His
majesty then informed you from the throne, '' these things come
unaccompanied with any stipulation," besides, the free consti-

tution like the free trade was your right. Free men won't pay
for the recovery of right; payment had derogated from the
claim of right ; so we then stated to ministry. It was then
thought that to have annexed subsidy to constitution had been
a barren experiment on public poverty, and had married an
illustrious experiment on the feelings of the nation, and had
been neither satisfaction to Ireland, nor revenue to Great Britain.

This bolder policy, this happy art, which savv^ how much mav
be got by tax, and how much niust be left to honour, which
made a bold push for the heart of the nation, and leaving her
free to acquire, took a chance for her disposition to give, had
its effect ; for since that time, until the present most unfortunate
attempt, a great bulk of the community were on the side of
government, and the parliamentary constitution, was a guaran-
tee for public peace.

See then what you obtained without compensation, a colony
trade, a free trade, the independency of your judges, the govern-
ment ofyour army, the extension of the unconstitutional powers of
your council, the restoration of the judicature of your lords,

and the independency ot your legislature !

See now what you obtain by compensation.. ..a covenant not
to trade be) ond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of
Magellan ; a covenant not to take foreign plantation produce,
but as the parliament of Great Britain shall permit; a covenant
not to take British plantation produce, but as Great Britain shall

prescribe; a covenant to make such acts of navigation as Great
Britain shall prescribe ; a covenant never to protect vour own ma-
nufactures, never to guard ih^ prhnum of those manufactures !

These things are accompanied, I do acknowledge, with a cove-
nant on the part of England to disarm your argument for

protecting duties, to give the English language in the act of
navigation the same construction in Ireland, and to leave our
linen markets without molestation or diminution. One should
think some God presided over the liberties of this country, who
made it frugality in the Irish nation to continue free, but has
annexed the penalties of fine or infamy to the surrender of the
constitution ! From this consideration of commerce, a question
much more high, much more deep, the invaluable question of
constitution arises, in which the idea of protecting duties, the idea
of reciprocal duties, of countervailing duties, and all that detail

vanish, and the energies of every heart, and the prudence of
every head, are called upon to shield this nation, that long-

depressed, and at length by domestic virtues, and foreign mis-
fortune emancipated, has nov/ to defend her newlv acquired
rights, and her justly acquired reputation : the question is no
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less than that, which three years ago agitated, fired, and exalted

the Irish nation, the independency oi the Irish parliament! By this

bill we are to covenant that the parliament of Ireland shall sub-

scribe whatever laws the parliament oi England shall prescribe,

respectii^g your trade with the British plantations, your trade in

the produce of foreign plantations, and part of your trade from
the United States of North America. There is also a sweeping

covenant or condition, whereby we are to agree to subscribe

whatever laws the parliament of England shall prescribe respect-

ing navigation j the adjustment subjects also your reversionary

trade to the East to the same terms....over all these objects ) on.

are to have no propounding, no deliberative, no negative, no le-

gislative power whatsoever. Here then is an end of your free trade

and your free constitution! I acquit the people of England; an ill-

grounded jealousy for their trade seems aggravated by a well-

founded alarm for your liberty ; unwilling to relinquish, but

when relinquished, too magnanimous and too wise to resume
abdicated tyranny ; they feel in these propositions an honour-

able solicitude for the freedom of Ireland, and the good faith of

Great Britain, and see the darling principles and passions of

both countries wounded in an arrangement, which was to com-
pose them for ever : to a proposal therefore so little warranted

by the great body of the people of England, so little expected by

the people of Ireland, so little suggested by the minister, and so

involving to whatever is dear to your interest, honour, and free-

dom, I answer, no. I plead past settlements, I insist on the

faith of nations ; the objection should have been made when
these settlements were making; but now the logic of empire

comes too late ; no accommodation, no deprecation on this

subject ; assertion, national assertion, national re-assertion ? If

three years after the recovery of your freedom, you bend, your
children, corrupted by your example, will surrender ; but if

you stand firm and inexorable, you make a seasonable impres-

sion on the people of England, you give a wholesome example

to your children, afford an awful instruction, to his majesty's

ininisters, and make (as the Old English did in the case of their

charter) the attempt on Irish liberty, its conformation and
establishment

!

However, lest certain glosses should seem to go unanswered,

I shall, for the sake of argument, wave past setdements, and

combat the reasoning of the English resolutions, the address

and his majesty's answer, and the reasoning of this day. It is

here said, that the laws respecting commerce and navigation

should be similar, and inferred, that Ireland should subscribe

the laws of England on those subjects, that is, the same law, the

same legislature ; but this argument goes a great deal too lar, it

goes to the army, forthe mutiny bill should be the same ; it was.

endeavoured to be extended to the collection of your revenue^

.
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and is in train to be extended to your taxes ; it goes to tlie ex-

tinction oi the most invaluable part of }Our parliamentary capa-

cit\ ; it is an union, an incipient and acret-ping union ; a virtual

union, t;stablishing one will in the general concerns of commerce
and navigation, and reposing that will in the parliament of
Great Britain ; an union where our parliament preserves its

existence alter it has lost its authority, and our people are to

pay for a parliamentary establishment, without any proportion

of parliamentary representation. In opposing the right ho-

nourable gentleman's bill, I consider myself as opposing an
union in limiiie^ and that argument for union which makes simi-

larity of law and community of interest (reason strong for the

freedom of Ireland) a pretence for a condition, which would be
dissimilarity of law, because extinction of constitution, and
therefore hostility, not community of interest; I ask on what
experience is this argument founded .''....Have ) ou ever since

your redemption refused to preserve a similarity of law in trade

and navigation? Have you not followed Great Britain in all

her changes in the act of navigation, during the whole of that

unpalatable business the American war? Have you not excluded
the cheap produce of other plantations, in order that Irish po-
verty might give a monopoly to the dear produce of British colo-

nies ? Have you not made a better use of your liberty than Great
Britain did of her power? But I have an objection to this argu-

ment, stronger even than its want of foundation, in reason and
experinient ; I hold it to be nothing less than an intolerance of
the parliamentary constitution of Ireland, a declaration that the

full and free external legislation of the Irish parliament is incom-
patible with the British empire. I do acknowledge that by your
external power, you might discompose the harmony of empire,
and I add, that by your power over the purse you might dissolve

the state ; but to the latter you owe your existence in the constitu-

tion, and to the former your authority and station in the empire
;

this argument, therefore, rests the connection upon a new ancl

a false principle, goes directly against the root of parliament,

and is not a difficulty to be accommodated, but an error to be
eradicated ; and if any body of men can still think that the Irish

constitution is incompatible with the British empire, doctrine

which I abjure as sedition against the connection ; but if any
body of men are justified in thinking, that the Irish constitution

is incompatible with the British empire, perish the empire !

live the constitution ! Reduced by this false dilemma to take a
part, my second wish is the British empire, my first wish and
bounden duty is the liberty of Ireland ; but we are told this im-
perial power is not only necessary foi England, but safe for

Ireland. What is the present question ? What but the abuse
of this very power of regulating the trade of Ireland by the Bri-

tish parlianient excluding you, and including herself by virtue
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"©f the same words of the same act of navigation? And what'

was the promovent cause of this arrangement? What but the

power y ju are going to surrender, the uistinct and independent
external authority of the Irish parliament, competent to ques-
tion that misconstruction ? What is the reuiedy now proposed ?

the evil. Go back to the parliament of England ; I ask again,

what were the difficulties in the way of your eleven proposi-

tions ? What but the jealousy of the British manufacturers on
the subject of trade ? And will you make them your parliament,

and that too for ever, and that too on the subject of their jea-

lousy, and in the moment they displayed it.,.. Safe ! I will sup-

pose that jealousy realized, that you rival them in some market
abroad, and that they petition their padiameiit to impose a regu-

lation, which shall affect a tonnage which you have, and Great
Britain has not ; how would you then feel your situation, when
you should be obliged to register all this ? And how would you
feel your degradation, when you should see your own manufac-
turers pass you by as a cipher in the constitution, and deprecate

their ruin at the bar of a foreign parliament.... Safe ! Whence
the American war ? Whence the Irish restrictions ? Whence
the misconstruction of the act of navigation ? Whence but from
the evil of suffering one country to regulate the trade and navi-

gation of another, and of instituting, under the idea of general

protectoress, a proud domination, which sacrifices the interest

of the whole to the ambition of a part, and arms the little pas«

sions of the monopolist with the sovereign potency of an impe-
rial parliament ; for great nations when cursed with unnatural

sway follow but their nature when they invade j and human
wisdom has not better provided for human safety than by limit-

ing the principles of human pov/er. The surrender of legisla-

ture has been likened to cases that not unfrequently take place

between two equal nations covenanting to suspend in particular

cases their respective legislative powers for mutual benefit;

thus Great Britain and Portugal agree to suspend their legisla-

live power in favour of the wine of the one, and the woollen of

the other ; but if Portugal had gone farther, and agreed to sub-

scribe the laws of England, this covenant had not been a treaty,

but conquest j so Great Britain and Ireland may covenant, not

to raise high duties on each other's manufactures ; but if Ire-

land goes farther, and covenants to subscribe British law, this is

not a mutual suspension of the exercise of legislative power, but

a transfer of the power itself from one country to another, to'

be exereised by another hand ; such covenant is not reciprocity

of trade, it is a surrender of the government of your trade, ine-

quality of trade, and inequality of constitution. I speak how-
ever as if such transfer could take place, but in fact it could not

:

any arrangement so covenanting is a mere nullity j it could
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not bind you, still less could it bind your successors ; for a man
is not omnipotent over himself, neither are your parliaments

omnipotent over themselves, to accomplish their own destruc-

tion, and propagate death to their successors ; there is in these

cases a superior relationship to our respective creators. ...God..,,

the community, which in the instance of the individual, arrests

the hand of suicide, and in that of the political body, stops the

act of surrender, and makes man the means of propagation, and
parliament the organ to continue liberty, not the engine to de-

stroy it. However, though the surrender be void, there are

two ways of attempting it, one by a surrender in form, the other

by a surrender in substance ; appointing another parliament

your substitute and consenting to be its register or stamp, by
virtue of which to introduce the law and edict of another land ;

to clothe with the forms o^ your law foreign deliberations, and
to preside over the disgraceful ceremony of your own abdicated

authority ; both methods are equally surrenders, and both are

wholly void. I speak on principle, the principle on which yoti

stand....your creation. We, the limited trustees of the delegated

power, born for a particular purpose, limited to a particular

time, and bearing an inviolable relationship to the people, v/ho

sent us to parliament, cannot break that relationsliip, counteract

;hat purpose, surrender, diminish, or derogate from those pri-

vileges we breathe but to preserve. CouJd the parliament of

England covenant to subscribe 3'our laws ? Could she covenant
that young Ireland should command, and Old England should
obey ? If such a proposal to England were mockery to Ireland,

it cannot be constitution. I rest on authority as well as princi-

ple, the authority on which the revolution rests. Mr. Locke,
who in his chapter on the abolition of government, says, that

the transfer of legislative power is the abolition of the state,

not a transfer. Thus I may congratulate this house and my-
self, that it is one of the blessings of the British constitution,

that it cannot perish of a rapid mortality, nor die in a day, like

the men who should protect her ; any act that would destroy the

liberty of the people, is dead-born from the womb j men may
put down the public cause for a season, but another year would
see old constitution advance the honours of his head, and the

good institution of parliament shaking off the tomb to rea'scend

in all its pomp and pride, and plenitude and privilege !

Sir, I have stated these propositiohs and the bill as a mere
transfer of external legislative authority to the parliament of
Great Britain, but I have understated their mischief: they go
to taxation, taxes on the trade with the British plantations, taxes

on the produce of foreign plantations, taxes on some of the pro-

duce of the United States of North America ; they go to port

duties, such as Great Britain laid on America! the mode is

VOL. III. H



64 APPENDIX.

varied, but the principle is the same. Here Great Britain takes

the stamp oi the Irish parliament ; Great Britain is to prescribe

and Ireland is lo obey ! We anticipate the rape by previous
surrender, and throw into the scale our honour as well as our
liberty. Do not imagine that ail these resolutions are mere
acts of regulation ; they are solid substantial revenue, great part

oi your additional duty. 1 allow the bill excepts rum and to-

bacco ; but tiie principle is retained, and the operation of it only
kept back. I have stated that Great Britain may by these pro-

positions crush your commerce, but shall be told that the com-
' mercial jealousy of Great Britain is at an end. But are hei-

wants at an end ? Are her wishes for Irish subsidy at an
end ? No ; and may be gratified by laying colony duties on
herself, and so raising on Ireland an imperial revenue to be

subscribed by our parliament, without the consent of our
paniraiient, and in despite of our people. Or if a minisier

should please to turn himself to a general excise, if wishing to

relieve from the weight of further additional duties the heredi-

tary revenue now alienated, if wishing to relieve the alarms of
the English manufacturers, who complain of our exemption
from excises, particularly on soap, candles, and leather; he
should proceed on those already registered articles of taxation,

he might tax you by threats, suggesting, that if you refuse to

raise an excise on yourself, England will raise colony duties on
both. See M hat a mighty instrument of coercion this bill and
these resolutions are. Stir, and the minister can crush you in

the name of Great Britain ; he can crush your imports ; he can
crush your exports ; he can do this in a manner peculiarly gra-

tifying, by virtue of a clause in a British act of parliament that

would seem to impose the same restrictions on Great Britain ,,

he can do this in a manner still more offensive by the immediate
means of your own parliament, who would be then an active

cipher, and notorious stamp in the hands of Great Britain, to

forge and falsify the name and authority of the people of Ire-

land. I have considered your situation under these proposi--

tions with respect to Great Britain : sfee' what would be your
situation with respect to the crown T You would have granted

to the king a perpetual money bill, or a money bill to continue

as long as the parliament of Great Britain shall please, with a

covenant to increase it as often as the British parliament shall

please. By the resolutions a great part of the additional duty

would have been so granted j the trade of the country is made
dependant on the parliament of Great Britain, and the crown
is made less dependant on the parliament of Ireland, and a code
of prerogative added to a code oi empire. If the merchant
after thi;^ should petition you to lower ) our duties on the arti-

cles cf tiade, your answer, " trade is in CQvendnt." If your con-
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stituents should instruct yon to limit the bill of supply, or pass a
short money bill, your anawer, " the purse of the nation like her
*' trade is in covenant." No more of six months money bills ;

no more of instructions from constituents ; that connection is

broken by this bill
j p:iss this, you have no constituents, you

are not the representative of tiie people of Ireland, but the re-

gister oi the British parliament, and the equalizer of British

dudes !

lii order to complete this chain of power, one link (I dt) ac-

knowledge) was wanting, a perpetual revenue bill, or a cove-

nant irom time to time to renew the bill for tiie collection there-

of. The twentieth resolution, and this bill founded upon it,

attain that oi)ject. Sir, this house rests on three pillars
; your

power over the annual mutiny bill
;
your power over the annual

additional ciuties ;
your power over the collection of the reve-

nue. The latter power is of great consequence, because a great

part of our revenues are granted for ever. Your ancestors

were slaves ; and for their estates, that is, for the act of settle-

ment granted the hereditary revenue, and from that moment
ceasjd to be a parliament ; nor was it till many years alter that

parliament revived ; but it revived as you under this bill would
continue ; without parliamentary power ; every evil measure
derived argument, energy and essence from this unconstitu-

tional fund. If a country gentleman complained of the expences
of the crown, he was told a frugal government could go on
without a parliament, and that we held our existence, by with-

holding the discharge of our duty. However, tliough the funds
were granted for ever, the provision for the collection was ina-

dequate ; the smuggler learned to evade the penalties, and par-

liament, though not necessary for granting the hereditary re-

venue, became necessary for its collection. Here then we rest

on three pillars, the annual mutiny bill, the annual additional

supply, and the annual collection of the revenue. If you re-

mov.e all these, this fabric falls ; remove any one of them, and
it totters ; for it is not the mace, nor the chain, nor this dome,
but the deliberate voice resident therein that constitutes the es-

sence of parliament. Clog your deliberations, and you are no
longer a parliament, with a thousand gaudy surviving circum-
stances of show and authority.

Contemplate for a moment the powers this bill presumes to

perpetuate; a perpetual repeal of trial by jury; a perpetual re-

peal of the great charter; a perpetual writ of assistance; a per-
"

petual felony to strike an exciseman

!

The late Chief Baron Burgh, speaking of the revenue bill, ex-
claimed, " you give to the dipping rule, what you should deny-

to the sceptre.'* All the unconstitutional powers of the excise
we are to perpetuate, the constitutional powers of parliament
we are to abdicate. Can we do all this ? Can we make these
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bulky surrenders, in diminution of the povrer, in derogation of

the pride of parliament, and in violation of those eternal relati-

onships, which the body that represents should bear to the com-
munity which constitutes ?

The pretence given for this unconstitutional idea is weak
indeed ; that ^s the benefits are permanent, so should be the

compensation. But trade laws are to follow their nature, re-

venue laws to follow theirs. On the permanent nature of com-
mercial advantages depends the faith of trade, on the limited

iiature of revenue lavvs depends the existence of parliament

;

but the error of the argument arises from the vice of dealing.

It is a market for a constitution; and a logic applicable to bar-

ter only, is applied to freedom. To qualify this dereliction of

every principle and power, the surrender is made constitutional;

that is, the British m.arket for the Irish constitution, the sha-

dow of a market for the substance of a constitution ! You are to

reserve an option, trade or liberty ; if 3 ou mean to come to the

British market, you must pass under the British yoke. I object

to this principle in every shape, whether you are, as the resolu-

tion was first worded, directly to transfer legislative power to the

British parliament ; whether, as it was afterwards altered, you
are to covenant to subscribe her acts j or whether, as it is now
softened, you are to take the chance of the British market, so

long as you wave the blessings of the British constitution....

terms dishonourable, derogatory, incapable of ibrming the foun-

dation of any fair and friendly settlement, injurious to the poli-

tical morality of the nation ; I would not harbour a slavish

principle, nor give it the hospitality of a night's lodging in a

land of liberty ! Slavery is like any other vice : tolerate and
you embrace

;
you should guard your constitution by settled

maxims of honour, as well as wholesome rules of law ; and one
maxim should be, never to tolerate a condition, which trenches

on the privileges of parliament, or derogates from the pride of
"

the island. Liberal in matters of revenue, practicable in mat-
ters of commerce ; on these subjects I would be inexorable : if

the genius of Old England came to that bar, with the British

constitution in one hand, and in the other an offer of all that

England retains, or all that she has lost of commerce, I should

lurn my back on the latter, and pay my obedience to the bless-

ings of her constitution ; for that constitution will give you com-
merce, and it was the loss of that constitution, that deprived
you of commerce. Why are you not now a woollen country?
because another country regulated your trade. Whv are you not
now a country of re-export ? because another country regulated
your navigation. I oppose the original terms as slavish, and I

oppose the conditional clause as an artful v/ay of introducing
slavery, of soothing a high-spirited nation into a submission by
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the ignominious delusion that she may shalce off the yoke when
she pleases, and once more become a free people. The direct

unconstitutional proposition could not have been listened to, and
therefore resort is had to the only possible chance of destroying

the liberty of the people, by holding up the bright reversion of
the British constitution, and the speculation of future liberty, as

a consolation for the present submission. But would any gen-
tleman here wear a livery to-night, because he might lay it aside

in the morning ? or would this house substitute another, because
next year it might resume its authority, and once more become
the parliament of Ireland. I do not believe we should get the
British, but I do not want to make an experiment on the Bri-

tish market, by making an experiment likewise on the ccnstltu-

tion and spirit of the people of Ireland. But do not imagine if

you shall yield for a year, you will get so easily clear of this in-

glorious experiment ; if this is not the British market, why ac-

cept the adjustment? and if it is, the benefit thereof may take

away your deliberative voice. You will be bribed out of your
constitution by your commerce ; there are tv/o ways of taking
away free will, the one bv direct compulsion, the other by esta-

blishing a pr^epoUent motive. Thus a servant of the crown
may lose his free will, when he is to give his vote at the hazard
of his office ; and thus a parliament would lose its free will, if

it acted under a conviction, that it exercised its deliberativ^e

function at t!ie risk of its commerce. No one question would
stand upon its own legs, but each question Avould involve every'

consideration of trade, and indeed the whole relative situation

of the two countries. And I beseech you to consider that si-

tuation, and contemplate the powers of your own country, be-

fore you agree to surrender them. Recollect that you have
now aright to trade with the British plantations, in certain ar-

ticles, without reference to British duties ; that you have a right

to trade with the British plantations in every olher article, sub-

ject to the British duties; that you have a right to get clear of
each and every other part of that bargain ; that you have a right

to take the produce of foreign plantations, subject to your ov\^n

unstipulated duties ; that you have a right to carry on a free

and unqualified trade with the United States of North Ameri-
ca ; that you have a right to carry on an experimental trade in

countries contiguous to which Great Britain has established her
monopolies, the power of trade this, and an instrument of pov/er,

and station, and authority in the British empire ! Consider that

you have likewise a right to the exclusive supply of your own
market, and to the exclusive of the rudiment of your manufac-
tures ; that you have an absolute dominion over the public purse
and over the collection of the revenue. If you ask me how
you shall use these powers, I say for Ireland with due regard
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to the British nation, let them be governed by the spirit of con-

cord, and with fidelity to the connection ; but when the mover
of the bill asks me to surrender those powers, I am astonished

at him. I have neither ears, nor eyes, nor functions to make
such a sacrifice. What ! that free trade, tor which we exerted

every nerve in 1779; that free constitution, for which we
pledged life and fortune in 1782 ! Our lives are at the service

of the empire; but our liberties ! no.,..we received them from
our Father, which is in Heaven, and we will hand them down
to our children. But if gentlemen can entertain a doubt of the

mischief of these propositions, are they convinced of thtir safe-

ty ? the safety of giving up the government of } our trade ?

No ! the mischief is prominent, but the advantage is of a most
enigmatical nature. Have gentlemen considered the subject,

have they traced over the map of the coimtries, the power or

freedom of trading with whom they are to surrender for ever ?

Have they traced the map of Asia, Africa, and America? Do
they know the French, Dutch, Portuguese, and Spanish settle-

ments ? Do they know the neutral powers of those countries,

their produce, aptitudes, and dispositions ? Have they consider-

ed the state of North America ? its present state, future growth,
and every opportunity in the endless succession of time attend-

ing that nurse of commerce and asylum of mankind ? Are they

now competent to declare on the part of themselves and all their

posterity, that a free trade to those regions will never in the

influx of time be of any service to the kingdom of Ireland ? If

they have information on this subject, it must be by a commu-
nication with God, for they have none with man : it must be
inspiration, for it cannot be knowledge. In such circumstances

to subscribe this agreement, without knowledge, without even
the affectation of knowledge, when Great Britain with all her
'experience and every means of information from East Indies,

West Indies, America, and with the official knowledge at her

feet, has taken six months to deliberate, and has now produced
twenty resolutions with an history to each, amounting to a code

of empire, not a system of commerce : I say in such circum-

stances for Ireland to subscribe this agreement, would be infa-

tuation, an infatuation to which the nation could not be a party,

but would appear to be concluded, indeed huddled with all her

posterity into a fallacious arrangement, by the influence of the

crown, without the deliberation of parliament, or the consent of
the people ! This would appear the more inexcusable, because

we are not driven to it ; adjustment is not indispensible ; the

great points have been carried ! An inferior question about the

home market has been started, and a commercial fever artifi-

cially raised, but while the great points remain undisturbed, the

nations cannot be committed ; the manufacturers applied for
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protecting duties, and have failed ; the minister offered a sys-

tem dt" reciprocity, and succeeded in Ireland, but has failed in

England ; he makes you another offer inconsistent with the

foi mer, which offer the English do not support, and the Irish

deprecate. We can go on, we have a growing prosperity, and

as yet an exemption from intolerable taxes ; we can from time

to time regulate our own commerce, cherish our manufactures,

keep down our taxes, and bring on our people, and brood over

the growing prosperity of young Ireland. In the mean time we
will guard our free trade and free constitution as our only real

resources ; they were the struggles of great virtue, the result?

of much perseverance, and our broad base of public action!

We should recollect that this house may now, with peculiar pro-

priety, interpose, because you did with great zeal and success,

on this very subject of trade, bring on the people, and you did

with great prudence and moderation, on another occasion, check

a certain description of the people. Thus mediating between

extremes, you will preserve- this island long, and preserve her

with a certain degree of renown. Thus faithful to the constitu-

tion of the country, \ou will command and insure her tranquil-

lity, for our best authority with the people is, protection afforded

against the ministers of the crown. It is not public clamour,

but public injury, that should alarm you
j
your high ground of

expostulation with your fellow subjects has been your services

;

the free trade you have given the merchant, and the free consti-

tution you have given the island ! Make your third great effort,

preserve them, and with them preserve unaltered your own
calm sense of public right, the dignity of the parliament, the

majesty of the people, and the powers of the island ! Keep
them unsullied, uncovenanted, uncircumscribed, and unstipen-

diary ! These paths are the paths to glory ; and let me add,

these ways are the ways of peace : so shall the prosperity of

your country, though without a tongue to thank you, yet laden

with the blessings of constitution and of commerce, bear attes-

tation to your services, and wait on your progress with invo-

luntary praise !

*No. LXXVII.

THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE IRISH HOUSE OF COMMONS RELAT-

ING TO THE TREATY OF NAVIGATION AND COMMERCE WITH

THE FRENCH KING.. ..P. 160.

1. RESOLVED, That it appears to this committee to be

expedient, that all articles of the growth, produce, or manufac-
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ture of the European dominions of the French King, which are

not specified in the sixth article of the treaty of navigation and

commerce between his Britannic Majesty and the most Chris-

tian King, signed at Versailles the 26th of September, 1786,

shall be imported into this kingdom on payment of duties as

low as any, which shall be payable on the importation of the

like articles from any other European nation.

2. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that the duty to be paid on wines imported directly from

France into Ireland shall be no higher than those duties which

tkey now pay.

3. Resolved, That it appears to this committee, that the duty

hereafter to be paid upon beer, the produce or manufacture of

the European dominions of the French King, imported into this

kingdom, shall be at the rate of 30/. per centum ad valorem.

4. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for all cabinet work and

turnery, and for all instruments of music, being of the manu-

facture of the European dominions of the French King, im-

ported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate of 10/. per centum

ad valore??i*

5. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compos-

ed of iron or steel separately or mixed, or worked or mounted

with other substances, such articles being of the manufacture

of the European dominions of the French King, and not ex-

ceeding in their value 50^. British, or 54^. 2d, Irish currency,

by the hundred weight, imported into this kingdom, shall be at

the rate of 51. per centum ad valorem,

6. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compos-

ed of iron or steel separately or mixed, or worked or mounted

with other substances, and exceeding in their value 50s, Bri-

tish, or 545. 2d. Irish currency, by the hundred weight ; and for

all buttons, buckles, knives or scissars, and for all other articles

of hardware or cutlery, and for all articles composed of copper

and brass separately or mixed, or worked or mounted with

other substances, such articles being of the manufacture of

the European dominions of the French King, imported into

this kingdom, shall be at the rate of 10/. per centum ad va-

lorem.

7. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that the dut}' hereafter to be paid upon all sorts of cottons

and woollens, whether knit or woven, including hosiery, the

product or manufacture of the European dominions of the

French King, imported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate

of 121. per centum ad valorem.
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Bi kesolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all linens made of

flax or hemp, of the manufacture of the European dominions of

the French King, imported into this kingdom, shall be no highet

than the duty which linens, the manufacture of Holland, im-
ported into this kingdom, now pay.

9. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe«i

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for cambrics and lawns,

being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the

French king, imported into this kingdom, shall be for every
demi piece of cambric, and for every demi piece of lawn, not

exceeding seven yards and three quarters of a yard English

measure in length, and not being above the value of 506". Bri^

tish, or 54^. 2d, Irish currency, respectively 5s, 5d, and so in

proportion for any greater length ; and that the duty for any
cambric imported in demi pieces exceeding seven-eighths of a
yard English measure in breadth, and for any lawn imported
in pieces, exceeding one yard and a quarter English measure
iti breadth, and being above the value of 50^. British, or 54^. 2do

Irish currency, respectively, shall be 10/. per centum ad valo^

rem,

10. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe*j

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all saddlery, of
the manufacture of the European dominons of the French king,

imported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate of 15/. per cen-^

tipn ad valorem^

11. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon gauzes of all sorts

of the manufacture of the European dominions of the French
king, imported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate of 15/.

per centum ad valorem,

12. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe**

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon the importation
into this kingdom of millinery made up of muslin, lawn, cam-
bric or gauze of any kind, or of any other article specified in

the sixth article of the said treaty of navigation and commerce,
of the manufacture of the European dominions of the French
king, shall be at the rate of 12/. per centum ad valorem; and
that if any article not so specified, and which may be legally

imported into this kingdom, shall be used in such millinery,

such articles shall pay duties as if separately imported into this

kingdom.
13. Resolved, That It appears to this committee to be expe*

dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all porcelains,

earthen-ware and pottery of the manufacture of the European

VOL. Ill, I
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dominions of the French king, imported into this kingdom,
shall be at the rate of V2L per centum ad valorem,

14. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all glass and glass-

ware of the manufacture of the European dominions ot the

French king, imported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate

of 12L per centum ad valorem,

15. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe-

dient, that beer being of the manufacture of the European do-

minions of the French king, imported into this kingdom, shall

pay, over and above the duty to be paid on the importation

thereof, a further duty sufficient to countervail the internal duty

actually paid on beer brewed in Ireland.

No. LXXVIIL

MR. grattan's speech upon tithes p. 171-

MR. GRATTAN.....The people in the south have griev*

ances,andone of their principal grievances is tithe ; do not take

it on my authority, go into a committee. It has been said in

defence of clerical exactions, that though sometimes exorbitant,

they have never been illegal. I deny it ; and will produce
proof at your bar, that exactions in some of the disturbed parts

have been not exorbitant only, but illegal likewise. I will prove

that, in many instances, tithe has been demanded, and paid for

turf; that tithe of turf has been assessed at one or two shillings

a house like hearth-money ; and in addition to hearth-money,

with this difference, that in the <iase of hearth-money, there is

an exemption for the poor of a certain description ; but here it

is the poor of the poorest order, thai is the most resistless peo^

pie, who pav. I Vt ill prove to you, that men have been excom-
municated bv a most illegal sentence, for refusing to pay tithe

of turf. 1 have two decrees in xn\ hand from the Vicarial

Court of Cloyne ; the first excommunicating one man, the se-

cond excommunicating four men most illegally, most arbitra-

rily, for refusing to pay tithe of turf: ncr has tithe of tui f, with-

out pretence of law or custom been a practice onty ; but in some
pov: of the south, it h;»s been a form' cl exaction with its own
distinct and facetious appeilation, the lamiliar denomination of



APPENDIX. rs

smoke-money. A right to tithe of turf has been usurped against
law, and a legislative power of commutation has been exercised,
I suppose for familiarity of appellation and iaciiiw of collec-

tion,

I am ready, if the house will go into the enquiry, to name the
men, the parish, and ail the circumscances.

I understand that in some cases chis demand has ceased

;

that is, it has been interrupted by the terror of resistance ; not
by a respect for the law (a sad' encouragement this to disturb-
ance) but even in some of these cases the claim has been pre-
served, though the attempt has been deterred, and to an endea-
vour to preserve this claim, and to insert it in the body of ihe
agreement with the parish, are we to attribute in some places,

I understand, the defeat of composition and of concord.
It has been urged, the law v/ould relieve in the case of de-

mand for tithe of turf; but you have admitted the poverty of
the peasant, and you cannot deny the expence of litigation. Sir,

the law has been applied, and has not relieved.

I have authority from a person, now a most .eminent judge,
and some years ago a most distinguished lawyer, to affirm to

this house, that he in the course of his profession, did repeated-

ly take exceptions to libels in the Spiritual Court for tithe of
turf, and that they were uniformly over-ruled ; and I have the

same authority to affirm to you, that the Spiritual Courts do
maintain a right to tithe of turf, and that in so doing, they have
acted, and do act in gross violation of the law.

I am informed that tithe has been demanded for furze spent
on the premises ; and therefore, in circumstances not subject

to tithe, a demand oppressive to the poor, and repugi ant to the

law.

Under this head the allegation is, that in s;)me of the dis-

turbed parishes of the south, tithe has been demanded and paid
without custom, and against law ; and that the ecclesiastical

courts have allowed such demands against law ; and this will be
verified on oath.

The exactions of the tithe-proctor are another instance of il-

legality ;. he gets, he exacts, he extorts from the parishioners, in

some of the disturbed parishes one, frequently two shillings in

the pound. The clergyman's agent is then paid by the parish,

and paid extravagantly. The landlord's agent is not paid in

this manner, your tenants do not pay your agent ten per cent,

or five per cent, or any per centage at all. What right has the

clergyman to throw his agent on his parish ? As well might he
make them pay the wages of his butler, or his footman, or his

coachman, or his postillion, or his cook.

This demand, palpably illegal, must have commenced in bri-

bery j an illegal perquisite growing out of the abuse of power ;
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a bribe for mercy : as if the tithe-proctor were the natural paste*

ral-protector of the poverty of the peasant, against the possible

oppressions of the law, and the exactions of the gospel. He
was supposed to take less than his employer would exact, or the

law would allow ; and was bribed by the sweat of the poor for

his perfidy and mercy. 1 his original bribe has now become a
stated perquisite ; and, instead of being payment for modera-
tion, it is now a per centage on rapacity. The more he extorts

for the parson, the more he shall get for himself.

Are there any decent clergymen who will defend such a prac-

tice ? Will they allow that the men they employ are ruffians,

who would cheat the parson, if they did not plunder the poor
j

and that the clerical remedy against connivance, is to make the

poor pay a premium for the encrease of that plunder and exac-

tion, of which they themselves are the objects ?

I excuse the tithe-proctor ; the law is in fault which gives

great and summary powers to the indefinite claims of the church,

and suffers both to be vested in the hands, not only of the par-

son, but of a wrotch who follows his own nature, when he con-

verts authority into corruption, and law into peculation.

I have seen a catalogue of some of their charges ; so much for

potatoes ; so much for wheat ; so much for oats ; so much for

hay.. ..all exorbitant : and after a long list of unconscionable de-

mands for the parson, comes in a peculation for the proctor:

two shillings in the pound for proctorage ; that is, for making a

charge, for whose excess and extravagance the proctor ought

not to have been paid, but punished.

Thus peculation has now become a law ; the proctor's fees,

paid at first, for a low valuation, are now in some cases added

to a full one ; and the parish is obliged to pay ten per cent,

to the proctor, for the privilege of paying the full tithe to the

parson.

Under this head the allegation is, that the tithe-proctors in

certain parishes of the south, do ask and extort from the poor

parishioners one or two shillings in the pound under the descrip-

tion of proctorage ; a fee at once illegal and oppressive ; and

this they are ready to verify at your bar.

It has been said, that an equity has been always observed in

favour of the tiller of the soil. This, I understand, will be con-

troverted, and it will be proved, that in some of the disturbed

parishes, the demands of the following articles will be found to

pay tithe : wheat, potatoes, barley, beer, rye, flax, hemp, sheep,

lambs, milch-cows, turf, pigs, apples, peaches, bees, cabbage,

oziers ; in some, oblations, Easter-offerings, burial money.

I understand that every thing, of any consequence, which is

tithed in any part of Ireland, is tithed in Munster ; that pota-

toes, which are tithed in no other part of Ireland, are tithed



APPENDIX 7$

here ; and that each article is, in most of the disturbed parts,

tithed higher than in any other part of Ireland.

I understand that it will appear, that in some parts of Kerry,
they tithe potatoes 1/. wheat 166". barley IZs. oats 12^. hay 2^.

In Kerry they do not measure by the acre, but the spade.
They reckon, as I am informed, the breadth of their potatoe-
ridge, or trench, to be an Irish perch, or ten feet and an half,

the length therefore when 320 perches make an acre, they mea-
sure by the spade length, which is five feet and a half long

;

twenty of these Irish spades they suppose to contain eighteen
stone of potatoes, or what they call two Kerry pecks ; and as
there are little more than 61 score spades in the bed of 320
perches, that is, in an acre, the whole quantity of potatoes is

valued at 1100, or 122 Kerry pecks, which averages at twenty-
pence the peck, that is 206". the acre for tithe of potatoes.

In a parish in the county of Cork, 1 understand, the follow-

ing demand was made and paid.

Wheat 8*. the English acre ; barley the same ; meadow 4sy.

oats 4*. potatoes 12^. proctor's fees 2^. 2d, in the pound, and
this not for one year, but a succession. This, when valued by
the Irish acre, is for wheat 13^. barley 13*. meadow 6.9. &d, oats
6*. 6^. potatoes 19*.

1 his will better appear, by stating to you some of the proc-
tor's bills for a series of years, which I understand will be proved
at your bar.

In the year 1782.

For 113 English acres of meadow
16 ditto barley

8 ditto oats - -

2 ditto potatoes

2*. proctorage

In the year 1783.

For 92 English acres of meadow
18 ditto oats - - -

4 ditto potatoes

2*. in the pound proctorage

Valuation for 1 784.

74 acres of meadow
9 ditto second crop potatoes

For 1785.

8 acres barley second crop

J ditto potatoes second crop

/. d.
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For 1786. /, s. d.

3 acres and half potatoes and flax 2 2
2 ditto barley - - - 16

7 ditto meadow - - - 110
10 cows - - - • 3 4

You will observe that these are all the English acre, and

make the acreable ratagcs about what 1 have stated, in round

numbers.
I have also to produce several affidavits of different people,

(peasants I suppose they are) from ihe county of Cork. The
brief of which affidavits I will now state to you : they depose,

that a charge was made of ten shillings (English acre I am in-

formed) for wheat, and ten for potatoes, of the worst kind.

That a charge was made of twenty shillings for an acre and

half of barley, and that the crop was a bad one.

That a charge was made and exacted, of fifteen shillings for

half an English , ere of wheat, and hali an acre of oats.

They prove that the tithe hiis encreased of late, in some parts,

from 5 to 8 or 10 shillings the English acre for potatoes ; from

4 to 8 or 10 shillings for wheat ; and for barley, oats, and hay,

in a similar proportion.

They prove that the charges in the ecclesiastical courts have

swelled to ten times the original sum.

They prove that the tithe demanded in 1786, in some in-

stances exceeded the rack-rent of the land ; they prove that it

is a practice to charge for more acres than the peasant has in

tillage ; and they produce the charge of the proctor, and the re-

turn of the surveyor , they prove ihut the prices charged in some
instances in 1786, exceeded the value of the tithe.

They prove an unchristian and uncharitable exaction. What
credit is to be given to these affidavits, you will be the best

judge when you go into the committee ; but this I think, even

on the statement you can decide, that these peasants have bten

oppressed by tithe, and however fondly and partially these men
may state their own case, yet it appears that they have a case

which you ought to consider, and that there has not been that

moderation on the part of parson and proctor, as by the former

23 so confidently alleged.

I understand in the course of your enquiry it will appear, that

a living has been lately and rapidly raised fram 60/. to 300/. by

the new incumbent ; that a farm from 12/. a year tithe, has been

raised to 60/. ; that a living in these disturbed parts from 130/.

has been in the same manner and expedition raised to 340/. ;

that another living in these disturbed parts, in the same manner,

has been raised from 300/. to 1000/.
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I understand it will appear to you, that 14/. have been de-
manded and paid for 11 acres, the rent of uhich was only 11/.

\\s. ; that flax has been in some of those disturbed parts rated
exorbitantly ; that rape has been rated at one guinea an acre ;

nay one return goes so far as to say, 16/. were demanded for
four acres of rape. These particulars you will judge of, when
you open your committee, how far they may be exaggerations,
how far they may be grievances, after every allowance for san-
uine statement on the part of the husbandman.
But there are some returns, which cannot be exaggerations,

and which are exorbitant : they are the returns of the proper
officer appointed by the Court of Chancery, to try petitions un«
der the compensation act.

From Limerick there are five : one is

Flax .
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I shall now read you the return from Cork, from the proper"

officer appointed to try petitions. The return consists of diffe-

rent acreable ratages. The acre, I am told, in that countr}', is

the English acre : if so the ratages are as follow

:

Potatoes.
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The peasant may answer this reasoning by the Bible : h&
may set up against the tithe-proctor's valuation the New
Testament ; the precepts of Christ against the clergyman's
arithmetic ; the parson's spiritual professions against his tempo-
ral exactions, and in the argument, the peasant would have the

advantage of the parson. It is an odious contest between pov-
erty' and luxury....between the struggles of a pauper and the
luxury of a priest.

Such a man, making such a demand, may have many good
qualities ; may be a good theologian ; an excellent controver-
sialist ; deeply read in church history ; very accurate in the
value of church benefices ; an excellent high priest.. ..but no
Christian pastor. He is not the idea of a Christian minister ;

the White-boy is the least of his foes ; his great enemy is the
precept of the gospel and the example of the apostles.

With respect to the rudiments of manufacture, you ought not
to proceed according either to the produce or to the price of
labour ;

you should observe an equity in favour of the manu-
facturer. When 12,?. an acre are demanded for flax, the tithe

is fatal to the progress of the linen trade in the south ; and the

great word increase and multiply meets obstruction in this

instance, from some of the ministers of the gospel, or those
employed by them, preventing the growth of manufacture and
population, by the excess of demand and the love of riches.

England established a modus for flax, a modus of 5s, an acre,

and yet the linen manufacture is not the staple of England, but
was given up by England to be the staple of Ireland. The
parliament of England establishes there a modus of 5s, an acre

for your staple, and some of your clergy here demand for it 12*.

an acre.

Under the head of excess the following allegation is sub-

mitted to your consideration ; that in certain parishes of the

south the charge for tithe has been unconscionable, and has not

observed any equity in favour of the husbandman, the poor, or

the manufacturer.

But the law would relieve; turn to the ecclesiastical courts...,

the judge is a clergyman, or appointed by a clergyman, and of
course is a party judge ; and though in some cases his personal

rectitude may correct his situation, and prevent him from being

a partial, yet, from the constitution of his court, he is a party

judge. The ecclesiastical courts in England maintained gravel

and stone to be titheable; as some of ours have maintained turf

to be titheable. Lord Holt said, they made every thing tithe-

able ; but, says he, I do not regard that ; the pope, from whom
our clergy derive their claim, though they depart from its

idleged application, subjected to tithe the gain^of the ijierchant,

VOL. III. K
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and the pay of the army ; the canons went farther, and held the

tithe of fornication and adultery to be the undoubted property

of the church. We are now too enlightened to listen to claims

carried to so very great an extent, and ecclesiastical courts are

less extravagant now ; but still, the principle continues, the

bias continues..,.still they are party courts ; the evidence, like

the judge, "is a party ; he is worse, he is frequentl} the servant

of the party, and the nature of his evidence is the best calculated

to give every latitude to partiality and corruption : he generally

views the crop, when the crop is ripe, or when the ground is

red ; in the first case, he cannot, with any great accuracy, ascer-

tam the quantum of produce, and in the last case, he cannot,

with any accuracy at all ; and yet, without survey, without

measure, and in some cases, without inspection of the crop,

hear him swearing before a partyjudge, to the quantum of ground
and produce.

I have selected some cases from the Vicar's Court of Cashel.

I will read them, and on some of them will make such observa-

tions as occur to me. I v. ill begin with the year 1766, to prove

the present mode and measure to be encroachment.

1766.

Seymour against -Swri^..,.Subtracted two thirds of two acres

of here, two acres of oats, five acres of oats and one acre and an
half of potatoes, and three acres of meadowing, parish of Bally-

brood, and county of Limerick, valued at 1/. 12^. it was proved,

that all the tithes of the said parish belonged to promovent,
and that two-thirds of the tithes were subtracted by the impug-
Bant.

Hanky against j^yan and others....Seven lambs and forty-

two sheep, 8^. 2^....one acre of oats and potatoes, 3.s'....half an-

acre of oats, l*-. 6(/.... seven acres of meadow, at Is, 6cL per acre,

tOs. Q)d,

1767.,..They had two acres of potatoes, lOi-.^.two acres of
new potatoes, 12j?....three roods of oats, 2^. 3<a'....six acres of
fneadow, at I*. 6^ an acre....forty-one sheep, and twelve lambs,

at 2^. a piece, 8<9. lOd*

1 768....They had four acres of potatoes, I /....half an acre of

new potatoes, 3«....six acres of meadow, 96-.

September 1, 1769....Knockgraffon.

The Reverend Nicholas Herbert against Parie'?*.... Eight acres

of wheat, at 5s, an acre.

Massey against Srnithzuic^..„Oats one acre and an half, 65.

on the lands of Ballynagrana, in the parish of Emly.
Morgan against /'/fe/j<:/^r/c^....Ballydarid, diocese of Cashel.

O e acre and an half of here, 7s. 6^.. ..two acres of meadow,
at 25. 6i/. each, 5*.. ..three acres of oats, at %s, Q>d. each, 7s, 6d,
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February 16, 177U

Doctor yerzais against the Morriseifs**»^^2S{ an acre of
potatoes, 4*....one acre and a half of wheat, 12.y....six acres of
meadow, 185....two acres of oats, 85....one acre of wheat and
some potatoes, 8.y....one acre of wheat and some potatoes, 6.9....

'

one acre of wheat and some potatoes, 8.9.. ..half an acre of pota-
toes and oats, 3.9....half an acre of wheat 4s',...half an acre
of potatoes, 4A'....one acre of oats and potatoes, 65-.

Cooper against GUssan....Ov\<d acre of oats, 3.9. Qd, one acre of
here, 5.9....two acres of wheat, 10.9....two acres of rape, 14>9.

Februar}^ 8, 1772.

Lloyd against ZTf^z/r/V^;?.... Subtracted in 1770, an orchard,

©n the lands of Grange, in the parish of Cahirconlish, two-thirds

of the tithes, 1/. 6.9. 8</. and on the lands of Knockeen, another
orchard, two-thirds of the tithes of which, 16.9. 8<f.

Ilandley against 6'a^//^r....Thirty acres of meadow, at 1.9. ld»

an acre....twelve acres of meadow, at 1.9. 6<3f....an acre....

Decreed, with 6.9. 8^. cost. Note, the lands in the Union of
Toom.

January 23, 1773.

Blake against 5ri/a/2....Brittas in the parish of Thurles,
impugnant, in 1771 subtracted two one half acres of potatoes,

at 7.9. 6^....one acre of barley, at 5.9....eighteen acres of mea-
dow, at 3.9....And in 1772 he subtracted seven one-half acres, at

8.9....four one-half acres of bere, at 75....four one-half acres of
barley, at 5.9.. ..eight acres of oats, at 5.9....twelve acres of mea-
dow, at 2>s,

January 8, 1774.

Moore against several Persons„»,^^r\tY 6.9. &d, an acre

wheat, 7.9....meadow, 2*. 6<i'....potatoes 8.9.. ..in the parish of
Emly.

j??/«/ against several pej'sons,,,'Fiye one-half acres of potatoes,

1/. 13A'....two acres of oats, 8.9....one one-half acre of meadow,
6.9....one acre of rape, 8.9....Killenaule, decreed with 6d, cost in

each.

Cooper against Glissan».:Bere, 5s, an acre.. ..oats, 4.9. an acre....

oats, 3.9. 6^. an acre.. ..wheat 5s. Deanesgrove in the parish of
the Rocks.

Herbert against M'-Encraw.,.,Wh.t^t Ss, an acre.. ..oats, 3.9. Qd.

....bere and flax, 6.9....potatoes, 8.9. Knockgraffon parish.

February 2, 1775.

Lockzvood against il/oc/^/er.... Barley, 5s. an acre....oats, ^s.

6<f....bere, one one-fourth acre, 6.9. od. Ardmayle parish.
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Lock-wood against Meagher„„B€rey 5s. an acre... .oats, os,

6fl^....wheat 6^, Ardmayle parish.

January 20, 1778,

Cooper against Cw?2;?/;2^^c?n....Thurlesbegg, the parish of the
Rocks, oats, os, Q>d, an acre. ...barley, 55....rape, 8.?.

1780.

i?/«// against jPre^/z2/....Ballingarry parish, ^7heat, 5?. an acre

potatoes, "2^.. ..oats, 10<f....subtracted in 1777.

Tierney against Cleary and others....Parish of Tennor, pota-

toes, 6*. an acre....wheat 7s, bere, 66'....oats, 4,?.

Shaw against C«rro//....Ballyshehan parish, two thirds of

the tithes; two hundred and sixty-five barrels of potatoes,

growing on four one-half acres, at 3*. 6^. a barrel, 3/. 1*. 3^....

forty-two barrels of wheat, on seven acres, 2/. 15*....sixty-four

barrels of bere on four acres, 1/. 10*. 3^....in all 7/. 6*. &d, with

1/. cost.

Hare against same„,JTvfo hundred and sixty-five barrels of

potatoes, one-third of the tithes thereof, 1/. 9*. 8|<3f....forty-two

barrels, one-third of the tithes thereof, 1/. 8.?. 2^....sixty-four

barrels of bere, one-third of the tithes thereof, 13*. 7|^.... Decree,

with 1/. cost.

Same against Mary Strang....Two thousand three hundred
and fifty barrels of potatoes, one-half of the tithe of which, 22/.

Is. 5^....bere, one-hundred and twenty-eight barrels, one-half of

the tithe of which, 2/. 6*. 4^... .oats, one hundred and forty-three

barrels, one-half of the tithe of which, 2/. 5s. 8d....^ax^ one-half

of the tithe of which, 5*....hay, one hundred and twenty-five

tons, one-half of the tithe of which, 6/. 55....in all, 33/. 1*. ^d.

The archbishop took time to consider.

July 16, 1780.

' Sa?ne against Mary Strang. ...l^^Lve for the impugnant prayed

to be let into the merits, but his grace over-ruled him....Nave

then tendered 10/. 45'. 9d. as a compensation, which the promo-

vent refused.... Griffith prayed sentence, which was decreed by

his grace for 33/. Is. 4d. with 1/. 6s. Sd. costs.

August 12, 1782.

Massey against jl^ryzc/ze....Meadow, five acres, 1/. and 1/..

6*. 8d. cost.

October 7, 1782.

Shaw against J^/iont/...Ordered, that Gilbert Meara, the proc-

tor of Csesar Sutton, be enjoined from collecting or demanding
tithes from any of the parishioners of Ballysheehan, which are

claimed bv said Sutton.
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Hare against Strang.;»'Decreey that the appeal is deserted in

pain, and that a monition shall issue for 33/. Is, 4d, pursuant to

the rule of the 16th July, 1781.

March 10, 1783.

Lloyd against Hoops.,,.^0 acres of meadow, producing 240
tons, valued 16/..... 10 acres, 40 tons, 2/. 13^. 4^.....6048 stone
of potatoes, at Id. per stone,.. .the tithe in all 2/. 10^. 4^. and
1/. 6^. 8^. cost.

Ryan against Madden.,.*Decree for 4^. 6^. for the tithe of
two acres of meadow, and 1/. 6^. 8d, cost.

Moore against Pat* Moroney.,.A acre potatoes, producing 60
barrels, at 9^. 9d, per barrel, that is 2/. 18^. 6d, per acre. ...4

acres of meadow, at two one-half tons per acre at 1/. a ton.

June, 1785.

Rya}i against Grec?ie,„A acres and three-fourths potatoes, at

64 barrels, containing 4256 stone, the tithe 425 stone at 4d, per
stone, amount to 5/. 6^. 3^.. ..flax 2 acres and one-half, 160 stone,

the tithe, 16 stone at 4.9. 3/. 4.9. O(^....oats, 4 acres and one-quar*
ter, containing 232 stone, the tithe 43 stone at 6d. per stone,
1/. 1.9. 6<t'....meadow ten acres, 30 tons, the tithe 3 tons, at 2
guineas per acre, 6/. 16.9. 6d, in all 16/. 8.9, Sd.

Parish of Balingarry, June 26, 1 784.

Presto?! against Cllford.„Jn 1783, 420 stone of potatoes,
tithe at 2d, per stone, amount to 10.9. 6r/....oats 48 stone, tithe

at 9d, per stone, 3.9. 4 J^....barley, 196 stone, tithe at 8^. per
stone, 13.9....hay, 10 tons, tithe whereof 1 ton, 2/. 3.9. 4d, De-
cree, and 1/. 66'. 8^. cost.

July 26, 1784.

^ra/.9/^ against 7^rt!?2;z/^^....Parish Kilcooly, in 1783, had two
one-half ton, at 20?. per, the tithe 5 cwt. value 55....potatoes,

100 barrels at 8.9. per, the tithe 1/. 10.9.. ..oats 5 barrels, tithe

half barrel, value 3s, Q>d, in all 1/. 18.9. 6d. Decree, and 1/. 65.

8^. cost.

It appears from one of these decrees, that In the year 1 780,
a demand is brought for two hundred and sixty-five barrels of
potatoes, as two-thirds of the tithe of the parish of Ballyshee-
gan. By what learned process the proctor or evidence can
prove this precise value, or whether he has measured the crop,
I cannot say, but I most strongly suspect the contrarv ; and
then his valuation is a false and arbitrary accuracy, and his sub-
division of the crop is a trick to increase the charge. The mi-
nuteness of charge is the multiplication of oppression. Do not
imagine that the proprietor of tithe cannot proceed otherwise
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than by this species of minute valuation, for I have read you
the report of suits brought in a different manner, to which I

beg you may advert. This method appears from the report, an
innovation ; it is tithing by mouthfuls.

It appears from this decree, that these two hundred and six-

ty-five barrels of potatoes, were the produce of four acres and
an half; the charge appears to be 4/. 3s, 9d. that is near 1/. the

acre for potatoes ; the case goes on and charges for forty-two

barrels of wheat, (not measured, I apprehend) 4/. 4.S. 6^. value

20s* the barrel, and as this appears to arise from seven acres,

the charge is 12^. the acre ; to this is added, 20^. cost.

The case that follows this, is a demand brought for one-third

of the tithe, and proceeds exactly on the same principles of
crafty minuteness, false accuracy, and real oppression.

In these cases you will recollect, that there should ever be
made a difference between the field price and market price ; the

field price is what the crop is worth at the time, and in the state

in which the parson's right accrues ; and the market price is

that to which the parson has no right. These distinctions do
not seem always to have been religiously adhered to by these

clerical judges.

The next case I shall observe on is, a demand brought for two
thousand three hundred and fifty barrels of potatoes, one hun-
dred and twenty-eight barrels of here, and one hundred and
forty-eight barrels of oats. On what evidence ? Who was the

laborious indefatigable man who went through the long process

of measuring and weighing this ponderous and bulky produce ?

This is the case of Mrs. Strang, and the result of this charge

is, a decree for ZoL 14^. and 1/. Q>s, Sd. cost. There is no ne-

cessity for knov/ledge of fact to support such a demand ; the evi-

dence does it by his power of guessing, by his craft, his sagaci-

ty ; which, it seems, before such a tribunal, is satisfactory. You
think this measure by the barrel a criminal ingenuity ; but they

carry it much farther, they swear to the stone. I have read you
^ suit brought for six thousand and forty-eight stone of pota-

toes ; but there is a case which sums up all the principles which
I have stated and objected to ; it is the case of Ryan against

Greene. In this four acres and a quarter of potatoes are al-

leged to have contained four thousand two hundred and sixty-

six stone, and are tithed at 5/. 6^. 3d. which is above one guinea

an acre for potatoes ; two acres and a half of flax are alleged to

contain one hundred and sixty stone, and are charged above 3/.

4.S'. above a guinea an acre for flax ; four acres and a quarter of

oats, alleged to contain four hundred and thirty-two stone, are

charged 1/. 1^. 6d, about 5s, the acre ; ten acres of meadow, al-

leged to contain thirty ton, are charged at 6/. 6.9. 6d, that is

above 12s, the acre meadow j the decree went for the sum
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charged, 16/. 8*. 3^^. and the cost 1/. 6^. 8^. An observation

whith aggravates even this case, will occur, when I tell you this

charge was made in a year of famine. ...the famine of 1783,
when an embargo vv'as laid on your exports, and the people

nourished by contribution. There is another aggravation even
to this ; they charge a famine price, and calculate a plenty pro-

duce, and avail themselves of both.

There is another case of scarcit}^, where a suit is brought
for four hundred and thirty stone of potatoes, valued at 3^/,

per stone, a price of scarcity ; for forty-eight stone of o;.ts,

a price of scarcity ; and for ten tons of hay, valued at 2L
36". 4^. the ton, a price of scarcity, decreed with 1/. ^s. 8d»

costs. Another case of scarcity....where a demand is made for

six hundred and thirty stone of potatoes, valued at Sd. per
stone, a price of scarcity ; ninety-six stone of oats, valued at

9d, per stone, a price of scarcity ; eleven tons of hay, at 2/. 3s,

9d» the ton.. ..total tithe, 3/. 16^. decreed with 1/. 6s. 8d. costs;

and these seem to be the case of poor peasants, who have but

six hundred or four hundred stone of potatoes, valued at 2d,

a stone, in a hard year, in the famine of 1783, decreed with the

aggravation of the highest costs the law would allow.

But there is a case of a most extraordinary appearance.. ..a

case which rises on famine. I do not see that any decree was
made upon it ; one acre of potatoes is alleged to contain sixty

barrels of potatoes, and each barrel is valued at 9^^. 9«'....that is

2/. 18^. 6d. tithe for the acre of potatoes.

With regard to the legality of the conduct of a clergyman,
who in rating his parishioners, takes advantage of a famine, and
brings up as it were the rear of divine vengeance, and becomes
in his own person, the last great scourge of the husbandman....

with regard to the legality of the conduct of a clergyman, who
not only takes the advantage of famine, but joins a famine price

to a plenty produce, and by one and the same act punishes hu-
man industry, and aggravates physical misfortune.. ..as to the

legality of such a conduct, I shall say nothing.. ..it may be per-

fectly consistent with his temporal claims, but blasts his spiritual

pretensions.. ..for ever.

After these oppressions, the most grievous kind of oppres-

sions. ...oppressions by judgment of law, you would hardly listen

to the minor grievance where the decree shall be for 1/. and the

costs 1/. 6^. 8(/«..where the decree shall be for 4^. and costs

11, 6^. 8d, There are several of this kind....but this would seem
the mercy of the court admonishing the peasantry never to ap-
pear again before such a tribunal.

From these instances I may infer, that the peasantry must
look for redress to parlir.ment, and will not find it in the spiritual

courts, which, from their distance, from the uncertainty of their
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session, from their constitution, and from their judgments, must
rather give the tithe-farmer a confidence in extortion, than the

husbandman a confidence in the law. From these instances, I

think I have proved, that there has existed such a thing as excess

of demand. ...excess of demand without remedy; and this excess

would be better understood, if you compare the ratages of the

South with those of other parts of the kingdom.

Here Mr. Grattan observed, that two material differences

existed: first, that potatoes were tithed no where but in the

South ; secondly, that the other articles of tillage were tithed no

where so high as in the South ; that there were some few-

parishes, 'tis true, in the North, and some parts of counties

that bordered on Munster, where potatoes were tithed ;

but that the instances were few, and the exception proved the

rule.

That the other articles of tillage were not tithed so high

in other places, after making every allov/ance for difference of

soil.

Here Mr. Grattan stated the ratages which were usual in the

other provinces, and which were much less than those exacted in

the South, which, he said, appeared to be the region of poverty,

exaction and tumult, and that the tumult seemed commensurate

with the exaction, which, he said, fell particularly heavy on those

who were the least able to pay. He shewed, that in the other

provinces, that not only the tithe on tillage was less, but that

there were certain modusses in some of their counties for arti-

cles, which, in the South, was heavily tithed....Thus, in the

North, there was a modus for flax six-pence, be the quantity

ever so great. That, in part of Connaught there was a modus
for hay, six-pence per farm, be the quantity ever so great.

That, considering the exemption of potatoes, these modusses,

and the ratages on tillage in. the other parts of the kingdom, two

observations must arise, 1st, either that the clergy were greatly

cheated in the three parts of Ireland, or that the people were

greatly oppressed in the South ; 2dly, that you must raise the

ratages of the clergy in Ulster, Connaught, and Leinster, oryou

must now check them in Munster. Are you prepared for the

former of those events ? Are you prepared in Connaught and

Ulster to pay 12.9. or 14s. for potatoes and 126-. the acre for flax ?

Arc you prepared in Ulster for the Compensation-bill, and the

Magistracy-bill, which must accompany and enforce such efforts

to introduce among you those exactions which oppress Munster?

It is true, the North is teized in some counties, by small-dues,

>vhich it is a part of my scheme to put an end to, aad make a

'compensation to the clergy.

The ratages of the South will be shU better understood by

cQinpurij-ig them w'vAi her own ratages at a former period....
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tliat from every information he could collect, they had greatly*

increased. This will be a very proper subject for your com-
mittee.

That he had affidavits to produce stating the encrease, which
was rapid and exorbitant, bearing no proportion whatsoever to

the general increase in the value of things. That these

affidavits seemed warranted by current testimony of public opi-

nion, and particularly by extracts from the decrees of the Vicar's

Court, where it appeared, not from one decree, but a course

of decrees, that the acreable ratages of late had greatly en-

creased.

Here he read some of the decrees before referred to. That
it had been said, that in the diocese of Cork and Ross, the

ratages had not encreased these last thirty years. That he was
willing to rest the case on that principle, and if the ratages in

the South had not within those last thirty years greatly encreased,

he was willing to give up the question ; and he desired a com-
mittee to investigate and determine that important point. That
this encroachment, on which he insisted, was the more inexcu-

sable, when we considered the great increase of tillage in the

South, which of itself would have encreased the incomes of the

clergy, even though they had diminished their ratages ; the

causes of the increase of tillage make the encrease of ratage

improper as well as unnecessary; because they are in some
degree artificial ; the bounty on corn is an artificial cause.

That bounty should not be tithed. The effect of that bounty
has not been prevented ; but the full operation of it has been
checked by excessive tithe, and has been interrupted by tumult,

the companion of these excessive demands, so that the excess of

tithe re-acts on the premium, and makes it doubtful whether

the plough shall advance under the bounty, or go back under
the tithe.

Another artificial cause of the growth of your tillage in the

South, is your want of manufacture : a poor and rapid popula-

tion, that cannot l)e employed in manufacture must be employed
in husbandry ; but then it is the miserable and experimental

husbandry ; what Mr. Young calls an execrable tillage on bog
or mountain, which by the laws of England would be for seven

years exempt from tithes, and which by the laws of Ireland

ought to be so. You have two acts, one exempting newly
reclaimed ground from tithe of flax or hemp for seven years ;

and another exempting reclaimed bog, provided ten acres shall

be reclaimed, from tithe generally for seven years ; but why not

as in England, exempt all newly reclaimed ground from all

manner of tithe for seven years ^

VOL. II r. L
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Here Mr. Grattan mentioned, that he learned, in some of the

Western parts oi the' county of Cork, they rated the mountaineers

higher than in many parts of the richest low land ; charging

them by the spade length a sum, which, when applied to the

acre, was equal to 20 or 30,5. the plantation acre. These parts

and their inhabitants, he understood, were entirely consigned to

the dominion of the tithe-proctor or tithe farmer, and were
equally savage, and oppressed, and turbulent.

This encroachment, this disproportion, and this excess, which
I have already particularized, are the more to be lamented,

because the law does not administer the remedy. The eccle-

siastical courts I have proved to afford no redress whatever ; I

have shewn that their judgments are not founded in moderation,

and are not always founded in law.

The right of setting out the tithe has not always proved,

in the case of the poor^ a security against illegal demands,
and does not affect to be a security against unconscionable de-

mands.
By the law, the tenant must give forty-eight hours notice^

and bind himself to a day, whether fair or foul. In the case of

potatoes,, he must, if the parson does not choose to attend, leave

the ridge in the field, which may prevent his sowing winter

com, and be the difference between the profit on wheat and on
oats. The tenant cannot dig his potatoes till October, he seldom
does till November ; and he must use them in August, because

the stock of last year is exhausted. Now, the digging a bowl of
potatoes is by construction in the ecclesiastical courts, the

subtraction, not of the particular tithe, but of the tithes of the

year : for simplicity of suit they construe subtraction of one
proedial tithe to be subtraction of the whole ; and for extent of
power, that is, for the sake of bringing the whole under their

jurisdiction, they construe potatoes to be preedial tithe. Thus
the necessity of the year brings the peasant under the lash of

ecclesiastical authority, that great scourge of the farmer.

In the last year, the peasantry very generally set out their

tithe, and the clergy in several instances refused to draw ; they

did so in several instances where there was no illegal combina-
tion, unless a combination among themselves, to deprive the

peasant of a right to set out his tithes, and get an ex postfacto
law to collect their tithe in a new, summary, and oppressive

mode. Sir, it will be proved, that the countr) man has waited

day after day until the parson should draw his tithe. It

will be proved, that he has left his crop in the field until it

has become green. It will be proved, that he has offered to

the parson or proctor to hire them horses to draw their tithe.

It will be proved, that he^has offered to draw it home at his own
expenc€«
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Here Mr. Grattan read a notice from a landholder to a
clergyman, informing him, that he should draw on such a day,

and offering to lend the parson horses and cars, to draw his tithe

wherever he should appoint ; and he observed, that the parson

had refused. He also observed, that an offer had been made
to a clergyman by a gentleman, to draw, keep, and preserve the

tithe in the gentleman's haggard, if the clergv man did not choose
to keep it in his own ; which offer, Mr. Grattan stated, to have
been refused ; the clergyman choosing to recover by a com-
pensation, or an ex post facto law, which went to deprive

the countryman of his common right, without any proof of his

guilt.

That if such a bill was permitted it would take from the

countryman, in some of the cases mentioned above, not the

tenth, but the fifth ; for the tenant had lost by weather the tithe

severed and set out, and was likely to pay another tidie by act

of parliament. That this would be, not compensation, but rob-

bery, and the worst species of robbery, robbery by authority

of parliament ; it would be to take the most decided and uncon-

stitutional part, in a case where this house affected to take

no part at all ; and where it declined every kind of informa-

tion whatsoever, to enable it to take any part with dignity,

justice, or effect; and that by such a step we should put the

Irish farmer with respect to his tithe, on ground very dif-

ferent from that of the English farmer, and much more disad-

vantageous.

That the law in England does not require forty-eight hours.

That where the tithe is left too long on the ground, the law of

England gave the owner of the land an action on the case against

the parson for his negligence. You give the parson a compen-
sation for his negligence.

If tithes set out remain too long on the ground, the law of

England gives the owner of the land a right to take those tithes

as damage faisant ; if sued for them, he is to set forth how long

they remained on the premises, and the jury (whom your bill

excludes, and thus indirectly stigmatizes) is to decide. By the

law of England the care of the tithe, after severance, rests

with the parson. In England, where the tithe of corn was
set out, and the parson would not take it, but prayed a remedy
in the ecclesiastical court, a prohibition against the parson was
granted.

See how much more care the law of England takes of the

husbandman ; how much more attention it affords him than the

law of the parliament of Ireland : and it is one of the charges

and allegations of the husbandman of the south ;

" That in certain parishes, the parishioners have duly and
" legally set out their tithes, have given due notice, and have
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" taken all the legal steps ; but that no person has attended on
" the part of the clergyman, under the expectation, they con-
" ceive, of getting some new method of recovery, hitherto un-
" known to the law, and tending to deprive, by a past opera-
*' tion, the parish of the benefit of its ancient right and privi-

" lege of setting out the tithe."

This oppression connects itself with another part of this sub-

ject, a very obnoxious, a very oppressive, and a very notorious

part of it, the tithe-farmer. The farming of any revenue is a

pernicious idea. It is the practice of absolute kings, who,
anxious about their riches, and careless about their people, get a

fixed income from some desperate adventurer, and then let loose

on the community, this animal of prey, at once destitute of re-

morse, and armed with authority.

In free countries such a practice is not permitted. You would
not allow it to the king, and you ought not to allow it to the

church. It is an evil in politics, but a scandal in religion ; and
the more dangerous in the latter, because tithe being indefinite,

the latitude of extortion is indefinite. The use of the tithe-

farmer is to get from the parishioner, what the parson would
be ashamed to demand, and to enable the clergyman to absent

himself from his duty : the powers of the tithe-farmer are sum-
mary laws and ecclesiastical courts ; his livelihood is extortion

;

his rank in society is generally the lowest, and his occupation is

to pounce on the poor in the name of the Lord. He is a species

of wolf, left by the shepherd to take care of the flock in his ab-

sence ; he fleeces both, and begins with the parson.

Here Mr. Grattan stated, that the tithe-farmer seldom got

less than one-fourth of the money collected ; but sometimes one-

third. That there where instances where he got even more, and
had reduced the parson to the state of a poor pensioner, on his

own living. That he had heard, that in one of the disturbed

parishes, the parish had wished to come to a good understand-

ing Avith the clergyman, and to pay him in person, but that the

tithe-farmer had obstructed such an accommodation, and had
by his mercenary intervention prevented concord, moderation
and composition ; parishes were not only subject to one tithe-

farmer, but, in some cases, were cursed with a legioti of them.
A non-resident clergyman shall employ a tithe-farmer, who
shall set the tithe over again, to two blacksmiths, who go
among the flock like two vultures. A tithe-farmer shall, on
being questioned, give the following account of himself : That
he held the tithe from one, who had them from an officer, who
held them from a clergyman, who did not reside in a parish,

where there were resident no dean, no rector, no vicar, no
schoolmaster ; where the whole business of Christianity, on
the Protestant side, was transacted by a curate at 50/. a year ;
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and as the parish has been disturbed by the tithe-farmer or
proctor, so has it in some cases been quieted in getting rid of
him. I have known a case where the parish made, with their

clergyman, the following agreement ; Sn*, we pay your proctor
800/. a year, and he gives you 600/. We will give you 600/.

and become your collectors and your security. In another liv-

ing, the parish paid the proctor 450/. a year, and the proctor
paid the parson 300/. The parishioners became the collector

and the security, paid the clergyman 300/. a year, took for their

trouble 30/. and eased the parish of 120/. ; the consequence was
peace : and the more you investigate this subject, the more
you will find, that the disturbance of the people, and the exac-
tions of the church, have been commensurate ; and that the
peace of the former has attended the moderation of the latter ;

nor is it only the excess of exaction which makes the tithe-

farmer a public misfo:-tune....his mode of collection is another
scourge. He puts his charges into one or more notes, payable
at a certain time ; if not then discharged, he serves the country-
man with a summons, charging him 6d. for the service, and l^*,

for the summons ; he then sometimes puts the whole into a
Kerry-bond or instrument, which bears interest : he then either

Iceeps the bond over his head, or issues out execution, and gets
the countryman's body and goods completely into his power.
To such an abuse is this abominable practice carried, that in

some of the southern parts of Ireland, the peasantry are made
tributary to the tithe-farmer ; draw home his corn, his hay,
and his turf, for nothing

; give him their labour, their cars, and
their horses, at certain times of the year, for nothing. These
oppressions not only exist, but have acquired a formed and dis-

tinct appellation.. ..tributes : tributes to extortioners ; tributes

paid by the poor in the name of the Lord. To oppression we
are to add intoxication ; the drunkenness and idleness, which
not seldom attend the method in which the tithe-farmer settles

his accounts with the poor parishioners devoted to his care

;

the place in which he generally settles these accounts, makes his
bargains, and transacts his business, is the alehouse. He some-
times, I am told, keeps one himself, or he has a relation who
gets a licence to sell ale and spirits, because his friend is em-
ployed by the church, and will bring him custom.
Do you, gentlemen, sign your leases in the alehouse ? What

should you think of a steward who made your tenants drunk,
when he should collect your rents ? And what should a clergv-
man think of of his tithe-farmer, who made his flock drunk,
when he collected or settled his tithes, and bathed in whiskey
this precious offering, this primaeval property, held by some to
be the very essence of religion, and not only most ancient, but
divine ?
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To this loss of industry you are to add, the loss of revenue..*,

(where, as in some cases i am told) the revenue officer is the

tithe-farmer, and in that most suspicious and deadly combina-

tion of fraudulent capacities, overcharges in tithe, and under-
charges in tax : that is compensates to the countryman, hy
robbing the king, and adds to the crime of exaction the offence

of spoliation, and profits by both, I appeal to the commission-

ers of the revenue, whether they have not good reason to sus-

pect such practices ? And 1 appeal to some of a right reverend

bench, whether this be the only commutation, which in their

opinion is practicable or proper ? Under this head it is alleged,

that in certain parishes in the south, tithe-farmers have op-

pressed, and do oppress his majesty's subjects, by various ways
of extortion, by assuming to themselves arbitrarily and cruelly,

powers which the law does not give, and by making an oppres-

sive use of those powers which the law has put into their hands.

And this the parishioners are ready to verify on oath.

To these evils are we to add another, which is the principal

source of them all,. ..the uncertainty of tithe,., .the full tenth ever

must be oppressive,

A tenth of your land, your labour, and your capital, to those

who contribute in no shape whatsoever to the produce, must be

oppression ; they only think otherwise, who suppose, that every

thing is little which is given to the parson ; that no burden can

be heav)^, if it be the v.'eight of the parson ; that landlords

should give up their rent, and tenants the profits of their labour,

and all too little : but uncertainty argravates that oppression,

the full tenth ever must be uncertain as well as oppressive, for

it is the fixed proportion of a fluctuating quantity, and unless

the high priest can give law to the winds, and ascertain the

harvest, the tithe, like that harvest, must be uncertain ; but

this uncertainty is aggravated by the pernicious motives on
which tithe frequently rises and fails. It frequently rises on
the poor.,., it falls in compliment to tlie rich. It proceeds on

principles the reverse of the gospel ; it crouches to the strong,

and it encroaches on the feeble ; and is guided by the two worst

principles in society, servility and avarice united, against the

cause of charity, and under the cloak of religion.

Here let me return to, and repeat the allegations, and call on
you once more to make the enquiry. It is alleged, that in cer-

tain parishes of the south, tithe has been demanded, and paid,

for what, by law, was not liable to tithe : and that the ecclesi-

astical courts have countenanced the illegal exaction ; and evi-

dence is offered at vour bar to prove the charge on oath. Will
you deny the fact ? Will you justify the fact ? Will you enquire

into it?
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It is alleged, that tithe-proctors in certain parishes of the
south do exact fees for agency oppressive and illegal ; and
evidence to prove the charge is offered on oath. Will you
deny the fact ? Will you justify the fact ? Will you enquire
into it ?

It is alleged, that in certain parishes of the south, tithes

have been excessive, and have observed no equity for the poor,
the husbandman, or the manufacturer : and evidence is offered

to prove this charge on oath. Will you deny the fact ? Will
you justify the fact ? Will you enquire into it?

It is alleged, that in certain parishes of the south, ratages
for tithes have greatly and unconscionably increased ; and
evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath. Will you
deny the fact I Will you justify the fact ? Will you enquire
into it ?

It is alleged, that in certain parishes of the south, the pa-
rishioners have duly and legally set out their tithe, and given
due notice ; but that no persons have attended on the part of
proctor or parson, under expectation. It is apprehended, of get-

ting some new method of recovery, tending to deprive the pa-
rish of the benefit of its ancient right, that of setting out their

tithe ; and evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath.

It is alleged, in certain parishes in the south, tithe-farmers

have oppressed and do oppress his majesty's subjects, by va-
rious extortions, abuses of law, or breaches of the same ; and
evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath. Here, onc&
more I ask you, will you deny the fact ? Will you justify the
fact I Will you enquire into it ?

This being the state of the church in certain parishes in the
south, I wish to know, what in the mean time within those dis-

tricts becomes of religion ? Here are the parson and parish at

variance, about that which our religion teaches us to despise....

riches. Here is the mammon of unrighteousness set up to in--

terrupt our devotion to the true God. The disinterested, the
humble, the apostolical character during this uiaseemly contest,

what becomes of it ? Here are two powers. ...the power in the
tenant to set out his tithe, the power in the church to try the
matter in dispute by ecclesiastical jurisdiction....two powers
vested by the law in the respective hands of church and laitv,

without any effect but to torment one another: the power of
setting of tithe does not affect to defend the tenant against un-
conscionable demand ; and if attended with combination secures
him against any effectual demand whatsoever. The power of
trying the matter in dispute by ecclesiastical jurisdiction, does
not take place, except in case of subtraction, and when it does
take place is a partial trial. Thus, as the law now stands,

combination is the defence of laity, and partiality of the church.
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The equity in favour of the tiller of the soil (a very necessary

equity indeed) becomes a new source of disturbance, because

the parties are not agreed what that equity should be....the

countryman, not conceiving that any one can, in equity, have a

right to the tenth of his land, labour, and capital, who does not

own the land, nor plow, nor sow, nor reap, nor contribute in any

degree whatsoever to the produce. The tithe-farmer having no

idea, but that of iniquity, on the subject. The parson perhaps

conceiving, that a tenth on tillage is a bare compensation in equity,

for what he deems the greatest of all iniquity, your vote of

agistment. Thus, the two parties, the parson and his parish,

the shepherd and his flock, with opposite opinions, and mutual

powers of annoyance in the parts I have alluded to, seem to go

on in a rooted animosity and silent war.

Conceive the pastor looking over the hedge like a spy, to

mulct the extraordinary labours of the husbandman.

Conceive him coming into the field, and saying " you are a

" deserving husbandman....you have encreased the value of your
" field by the sweat of your brow ! Sir, I'll make you pay me
" for that,".. ..or conceive a dialogue between a shepherd and one

of his flock ;
-" I will take your tenth sheaf ; and if you chuse

" to vex me, your tenth hen, and your tenth egg, and your tenth

" goose," (not so the apostles). ...or conceive him speaking to

his flock by parable, and saying, " the ass stopped with his

" burden ; and his burden was doubled, and still he stopped,

"and his burden was still encreased....and then the perverse

*' animal finding his resistance in vain, went on ; so even you
" shall find resistance but encrease your load, until the number
" of acts of parliament shall break your back."

These pastoral discourses, if they have taken place, however

well intended, will not, I fear, greatly advance the cause of

the faithful, particularly in a country, where the numbers re-

main to be converted to the Protestant religion, not only by

the superior purity of its doctrine, but by the mild disinterested

peace-making spirit of its teachers.

Will not the dignitaries of the church interpose on such an

occasion? how painful must it have been to them, the teachers

ofthe gospel, and therefore enemies to the shedding of blood, to

have thought themselves under the repeated necessity of apply-

ing to parliament for sanginuary laws ; the most sanguinary laws

on your statute books are tithe-bills ; the White-boy act is a

tithe-bill ; the Riot act is a tithe-bill.

How painful to those dignitaries mast it be to feel themselves

in the office of making perpetual complaints against their own
flock, and to be conscious, in some instances, of having jaded

and disgusted the ears of the court, by charges against the pea-

santry ? How painful to them to have repeated recourse to the
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military in their own case, and to think that many of their sinful

flock, but their flock notwithstanding, were saved from the
indiscriminating edge of the sword by ecclesiastical zeal, tem-
pered and withheld, and in some cases disappointed by the.

judicious mercy of military command ?

.
We, the laity, were right in taking the strongest measures the

last session : it was our duty to assert ^ but of these churchmen,
it is the duty, and I suppose the nature, to deprecate, to incline

to the mild, the meek, the dispassionate, and the merciful side
of the question, and rather to prevent by moderation than punish
by death.

Whether these exactions were in themselves sufHcient to have,
produced ail the confusion of the last year, I know not, but this

I do believe, that no other cause had been sufficient without the
aid of exaction ; if exaction had not existed, the south would
not, I believe, have been convulsed. A controverted election

alone could not well have been an adequate cause ; the objects of
attack must, in some cases, have been something more than
partisans, and the flame spread by contagion ; t^.e first torch
must have been an accident, but the people were rendered com-
bustiljle by oppression.

The Whiteboy should be hanged ; but I think the tithe-

farmer should be restrained ; 1 would inflict death on the felon,

and impose moderation on the extortioner; and thus relieve

the community from the offences of both.

But do not let us so far mistake the case, as to suppose it a
question between the parson and the W^hiteboy ; or that the
animosity which has been excited is confined to felons

; no,
it is extended far more generally ; it is extended to those who
have been active in bringing those felons to justice ; and men
will appear at your bar who have suffered under excess of
demand, and have acted to restore peace, the instrument of
quiet, and the objects of exaction : let us therefore examine the

subject, and having already with great propriety taken the most
decisive steps against the insurgent, let us enquire now into

the cause of the outrage, and see whether exaction might not
have had some share, at least, in the origin of it ; and if so, let

us strive to form some plan which may collect the riches of
the church, without repetition of penal laws or of public distur-

bance.

In forming a plan for the better provision of the church, the
fu'st thing to be considered is the quantum of provision ; the

second consideration is the fund from whence that provision is

to arise; the quantum of provision should be the usual net
income on an average of years, except in some parishes of great
exaction; I say usual, because I would not materially alter their

yOL, IIT. M
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allowance j I say on an average of years, because I would not

make recent incroachment property ; I say net, because when
the public shall become the tithe proprietor's agent, the public

will have a right to the benefit of the agency.

That their income is discoverable 1 affirm, and I affirm it

under the authority of their own act, and their own practice ;

without going farther back than the last session, you will find

the compensation act requires the person suing on the act to

make a discovery of his customary income, and in some cases

discovery of his ratages for three years back on oath ; it requires

that he should, in his affidavit, stt forth that the valuation of

1786, is made as near as possible the ratage of the three for-

mer years ; it requires that where a valuation of the tithe of

1786, could not be made, a valuation of the customary tithe

for three years back should ; it enables the court to appoint

persons to enquire into the fact, and call for parties and papers,

and thus establishes two principles, which were denied ; that

the annual income of benefices is discoverable, and that the

particular ratage is discoverable also : I might go back to the

act of Henry VIII. which requires that a commission should be

directed to enquire into ecclesiastical benefices, and report the

value of the same ; and I might further adduce the act of

William III. which gives to the ecclesiastical person who builds,

two-thirds of the sum expended, which sum is to be ascertained

by a certificate ; which certificate, by the twelfth of George II.

shall contain an account of the clear yearly income of the bene-

fice. After these instances, I hope no man will deny that the

income of the clergyman is discoverable ; particularly, when
the compensation act of the last winter requires such a discovery

to be made on the oath of the parson. That act was supported

by the whole bench of bishops ; it was probably framed with

their advice and suggestions. They would not require their

clergy to report on oath what they themselves conceived, or had

maintained to be impossible ; as if it was impossible to make a

discovery for the purpose of commutation, but for the purpose

of compensation, easy and obvious. Thus, when I affirm the

discoverability of the clergyman's income, 1 have not only the

authority of the church, but its oath. The net return should be

the parson's perpetual income, subject to the exception stated

above ; but in order to guard him against the fluctuation of cur-

rency, I would fix the value of that income in grain ; it should

be ihe value of so many barrels of wheat, to be estimated every

geven years by the corn-office, or the clerk of the^market, who
now quarterly strikes the average value of corn throughout the

kingdom. Thus, his income should not be absolutely either

corn or money ; but the value of so much corn to be paid in

mone\'.
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As to the fund from whence these receipts should arise, that
^

fund should be a charge on the barony, to be levied like other \

county charges ; this method is easy, for it is already in use
;

the head constable should be the parson's collector, and the

county should be his security.

To diis I know the objection, and it is an objection which
can be best answered by those who make it. It will be said,

that this scheme prevents the division of unions, and the ena'ease

of poor livings. Apply the first fruits as they ought for the

<fncrease of poor livings, and the repairs of the church, and
then you v/ill answer your own argument ; but a fictitious and
remote valuation for the benefit of the rich clergy has been made
of these charitable funds, frustrating the purpose of the charity

equally to the neglect of the church and poor. The luxury
of the priest has usurped the funds of the poor and of the

church, then sets up against both a miserable modus, and pre-

scribes in this instance against charity and religion.

However, if the dignitaries of the church wnll not, parliament
may answer this argument, and provide for more clergy as

occasion shall permit. You imparish by act of parliament

;

with proper provision, when you see the necessity, you may
divide. The care of religion is placed no where better than in

the legislature. Popery will tell you, that when it was entirely

left to the care of the priesthood, it was perverted and de-

stroyed.

But if difficulties should be made to this plan....and in

order to give the church the growth of the countrv... .there is

another plan, a modus ; let every article which shall be subject to

tithe be set forth in a tithing table, with certain ratages

annexed... .let those ratages be taken, and set forth in the tithing

table as now equivalent to so many stone of bread corn.

Let the act provide, that there shall be a septennial valuation

of bread corn, by the clerk of the market, or the proper officer.

Let there be exemption for the rudiments of manufacture,
and a saving for all local custom and exemptions....such as po-
tatoes in most places, hay in several, and such like.

In order to form this modus, which should be provincial, not
universal, let four provincial committees be appointed. You will

see a precedent in your journals : on the report of these provin-
cial committees, form your bill. In your bill you Vvill probably
think proper to give agistment, or a certain sum for head-money,
not in addition to, but in ease of ratages on tillage.

In forming your ratages, you will probably enquire into the
acreable ratages now established, and adopt them where they
are reasonable, and reject them where they are exorbitant....

where there are no acreable ratages established, the contiguous
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parish or county, where they are established, will furnish you
with a rule.

If once you appoint committees, the parson and parish will

both come forth with information. ...and from both you will col-

lect the present ratages, and be enabled to make a rule. In

forming this rule, you will probably think proper, to exempt the

poor man's garden in the south from the tithe of potatoes.

The true principle with respect to your peasantry, is exone-

ration ; and if I could not take the burden entirely oif their

back, I would make that burden as light as possible ; I would
exem.pt the peasant's cow and garden from tithe ; if I could not

make him rich, I would do the next thing in my power; I

would consider his poverty as sacred, and vindicate against an

extortioner the hallowed circle of his little boundary. The
loss to the church might be easily compensated, particularly if

you give agistment or head-money in ease of tillage.

I would also relieve the north from small dues, as I would
relieve the poor of the south from the tithe of potatoes ; and
where these small dues had long obtained, I would make the

parson compensation, either by giving him head-money, or by

making an estimate of these dues, and raising them in the way
of othtr county chargts. Should it be said that we should as

well exempt the peasant from rent as from tithe ; to that uncha-

ritable and unchristian observation, I answer, no. The land is

not his own, hut his labour is his own. The peasant is born

without an estate ; he is born with hands, and no man has a na-

tural right to the labour of those hands, unless he pays him

:

thus, when you demand the peasant's rent, you ask for your
own estate ; when you demand tithe, you ask for a portion of

the peasant's estate, the poor man's only estate, the inheritance

which he has in the labour of his hand, and the sweat of his

brow.

Human laws may make alterations, and when made, must be

observed ; but it should be the policy of human laws to follow

the wisdom of the law of nature.

The result of these principles, and of these committees pro-

ceeding on the rules I have submitted, would be the benefit of

the church, as well as the relief of the farmer, for establishing

a modus on the average ratnges of a certain number of years,

except in cases of exaction, you would give the church as much
as they have at present, except in those instances of uncon-
scionable demand ; and as the ratages would come net to the

owner of the tithe, you would in fact, on this principle, give the

church more ; the spoil of the tithe-fanner v/ould, therefore,

<:nable you even to lower the ratage, and }et, give more to the

church ; so that the result would probably be, that the moderate
•clergyman would get rnorcj and the uncharitable clergyman
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would get less., which would be a distribution of justice, as well

as of propeity. Having once agreed on the modus, I would
wish to give the clergy or lay-impropriator, for the recovery of
their income, any mode they choose to appoint, civil bill, or any
other method, and then you will save them the charge and dis-

grace of an expensive agency, which expence arises from the

difRcuity of the recovery and the uncertainty of the demand ;

and if you add the facility and cheapness of collection with the

certainty of income to the quantum under th.e modus on the
principles I have stated, you will find the value of the church
property would, even in the opinion of a notary public, be en-

creased, though the imaginary claim would be circumscribed
and diminished. This is no commutation, no innovation; here
is only a regulation of tithe, and an abolition of tithe-farmers,

and of those abuses which have grov/n out of the uncertainty of
tithe ; it takes from tithe its deadly sting, uncertainty, and
makes it cease to be a growing penalty on extraordinary labour

;

and it puts the question directly to the moderation of the church,
will you insist on indefinite demand, and unconscionable ratage,

as an essential part of the Christian religion, or the Protestant
establishment ? The Bill is the answer to this question, even
though the clergyman should be silent ; and it is therefore I

press this method the more, because it does not involve the sub-
ject in speculation, nor rest the redress of the peasantry on the
ingenuity of system, but makes that relief a matter of modera-
tion, and of Christian charity : were you disposed to go farther

you might form, on this regulation, a commutation which should
more effectually relieve the plow, and should, at the same time,
give the benefit of the growth of the country to the church: let

a person in each parish be appointed in vestry by the parson
and the parishioners, and if they do not agree, let each appoint
their own, who shall every year make a return of acres under
tillage to applotters, who shall make a valuation of the same ac-

cording to a tithing table, such as I have stated to be establish-

ed by act of parliament, and that valuation to be raised in the
manner of other baronial charges ; thus the ])arson's income
would increase with the extent of tillage, without falling prin-

cipally on the plow. The principle of this plan, if you choose
to go beyond a modus, is obvious ; the mechanical part of this,

and of the other regulation which I have submitted, will be best
detailed in the provincial committees, if you shall choose to ap-
point them, for, in fact, your plan must arise out of the enquiry,
and the resolutions of these committees, and the great difficulty'

on the subject is your aversion to the enquiry. There are other
difficulties, I allow, the difilculties of pride, the difficulties of
passion, the difficulties of bigotry, contraction of the head, and
hardness of the heart. Tithes are mnde more respectable than
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and superior to any other kind of property. The high priest

will not take a parliamentary title ; that is, in other words, he
thinks they have a divine right to tithe.

Whence ? None from the Jews ; the priesthood of the Jews
had not the tenth ; the Levites had the tenth, because they had
no other inheritance ; but Aaron and his sons had but the tenth

of that tenth ; that is, the priesthood of the Jews had but the

hundredth part, the rest was for other uses ; for the rest of the

Levites, and for the poor, the stranger, the widow, the orphan,

and the temple. But supposing the Jewish priesthood had the

tenth, v^^hich they certainly had not ; the Christian priesthood

does not claim under them. Christ was not a Levite, nor of

the tribe of Levi, nor of the Jewish priesthood, but came to

protest against that priesthood, their worship, their ordinances,

their passover, and their circumcision. Will a Christian priest-

hood say it was meet to put down the Jewish, but meet like-

wise to seize on the spoil ; as if their riches were of divine

right, though their religion was not ; as if Christian disinterest-

edness might take the land, and the tithe given in lieu of land,

and possessed of both, and divested of the charity, exclaim

ag-ainst the avarice of the Jews ?

The Apostles had no tithe, they did not demand it ; they and

he whose mission they preached^ protested against the princi-

ple on which tithe is founded. " Carry neither scrip, nor purse,

^' nor shoes ; into whatever house ye go say, peace." Here is

concord and contempt of riches, not titlie. " Take no thought
^' what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor for your bodies
" what ye shall put on ;" so said Christ to his Apostles. Does

this look like a right in his priesthood to a tenth of the goods of

the community ?

" Beware of covetousness....seek not what ye shall eat, but

" seek the kingdom of God."
" Give alms.. ..provide yourselves with bags that wax not old,

'' a treasure in Heaven which faileth not." This does not

look like a right in the Christian priesthood to the tenth of

the goods of the community exempted from the poor's divi-

dend.
" Distribute unto the poor, and seek treasure in Heaven."
" Take care that your hearts be not charged with surfeiting,

" and drunkenness, and the cares of this life."

One should not think that our Saviour was laying the founda-

tion of tithe, but cutting up the roots of the claim, and prophe-

tically admonishing some of the modern priesthood. If these

precepts are of divine right, tithes cannot be so ; the precept

which orders a contempt of riches, the claim which demands a

tenth of the fruits of the earth for the ministers of the gospel.
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The peasantry in apostolic times had been the object of cha-

rity, not ol exaction. Those to whose cabin the tithe-farmer

has gone for tiihe of turf, a^ld to whose garden he has gone for

the tithe potatoes, the Aposdes would have visited likewise ; but
they would have visited with contribution, not for exaction

:

the poor had shared with the Apostles, though thev contribute

to the churchman.
The gospel is not an argument for, but against the right di-

vine of tithe
J
so are the first fathers of the church.

It is the boast of Tertullian, " Nemo compellihir sed ^ponte
*' confert hcec quasi deposita sunt pletatis.'*'*

" With us men are not under the necessity of redeeming
*' their religion, what we have is not raised by compulsion, each
" contributes what he pleases ; modicam unusquisque stipendhim
" vel cum velit^ et si modo velit, et si modo posset ; what we re-
*' ceive we bestow on the poor, the old, the orphan, and the
" infirm."

Cyprian, the bishop of Carthage, tells you, the expences of
the church are frugal and sparing, but her charity great ; he
calls the clergy his fratres sportulantes ; a fraternity living by
contribution.

Forsake, says Origen, the priests of Pharaoh, who have
earthly possessions, and come to us who have none : we must
not consume what belongs to the poor ; we must be content
with simple fare, and poor apparel.

Chrysostome, in the close of the fourth century, declares,

that there was no practice of tithes in the former ages ; and
Erasmus says, that the attempt to demand them was no better
than tyranny.

But there is an authority still higher than the opinions of the
fathers ; there is the authority of a council ; the council of An-
tioch, in the fourth century, which declares, that bishops may
distribute the goods of the church, but must take no part to
themselves, nor to the priests that lived with them, unless ne-
cessity required them justly; "have food and raiment, be
** therewith content."

This was the state of the church in its purity ; in the fifth

century decimation began, and Christianity declined ; then in-

deed the right of tithe was advanced, and advanced into a style

that damned it. The preachers who advanced the doctrine
placed all Christian virtue in the payment of tithe. They said
that the Christian religion, as we say the Protestant religion,

depended on it. They said, that those who paid not their tithes,

would be found guilty before God ; and if they did not give
the tenth, that God would reduce the country to a tenth. Blas-
phemous preachers. ...gross ignorance of the nature of things....

impudent familiarity with the ways of God. ...audacious, assum-
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ed knowledge of his judgments, and a false denunciation of his

vengeance. And yet even these rapacious, blasphemous men^

did not acknowledge to demand tithe for themselves, but the

poor....alms ! the debt of charit)-....the poor's patrimony. " We
" do not limit you to a precise sum ; but you will not give less

" than the Jqws^\. .»decimce sunt tributa egenthim aJiimarum red-

de tributa pauperihus, Augustine goes on and tells you, that

as many poor as die in your neighbourhood for want, you not

paying tithe, of so many murders will you be found guilty, at

the tribunal of God, »,,ta7itOi'iim homicidiormn reus ante tribuiial

cterni judlcls apparebit. Let us, says St. Jerome, at least fol--

low the example of the Jews, and part of the whole give to the

priest and the poor* To these authorities we are to add, the

decree of two councils. ...the provincial council of Mascon, in

the close of the sixth century, and the decree of the council of

Nantz, in the close of the ninth. The first orders that tithes

may be brought in by the people, that the priest may expend
them for the use of the poor, and the redemption of captives.

The latter decrees, that the clergy are to use the tithes, not as

a property, but a trust.. ../lo/i quasi suis sed coniniendatis.

It was not the table of the priest, nor his domestics, nor his

apparel, nor his influence, nor his ambition ; but a Christian

equipage of tender virtues... .the widow, the orphan, and the

poor ; they did not demand the tithe as a corporation of pro-

prietors, like an East India Company, or a South Sea Compa-
ny, with great rights of property annexed, distinct from the

community, and from religion ; but as trustees, humble trustees

to God, and the poor, pointed out they presumed by excess of

holiness and contempt of riches. Nor did they resort to de-

cimation, even under these plausible pretensions, until forced

by depredation committed by themselves on one another. The
goods of the church of whatever kind, were at first in common,
distributed to the support of the church, and the provision of

the poor ; but at length the more powerful part, those who at-

tended the courts of princes ; they who intermeddled in state

affairs, the busy high priest, and the servile, seditious, clerical

politician ; ancl particularly the. abbots who had engaged in war,

and had that pretence for extortion, usurped the fund, left the

business of prayer to the inferior clergy, and tlie inferior clergy

to tithe and the people.

Thus, the claim of tithe originated in real extortion, and was
propagated by aitected charity ; at first, for the poor and the

church, afterwards subject to the fourfold division, the bishop,

the fabric, the minister, and the poor ; this in Europe.

In England tithe is not founded on divine right, but was said

to be introduced by murder. A King of Mercia in the seventh

century assassinates another Prince in a most barbarous man-
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Ber, and grants, with what power I know not, the tenth of his

subjects' goods, for absolution ; but in England, as elsewhere,

the fourfold division took place ; so says Blackstone.

Nay the preamble of the grant of Stephen recognizes tithe to

be alms.

Since it is divulged far and near by the church, that souls

may receive absolution by the grant of alms, " I, Stephen, to
" save my own soul, that of my father's, and that of my mother's,
*^ and my relations."

Then he goes on and grants or confirms tithes and other

things.

Nay, there are two acts of parliament express, one the 13th,

Richard II. providing that for the appropriation of benefices,

there shall be provision made for the vicar and the poor.*

The cause of this act of parliament were benefices given to

persons who did not, or could not preach, lay persons, some-
times nuns, (as we give them to non-residents) to the neglect

of the poor's portion.

These principles were departed from, and the trust most
undoubtedly buried in oblivion ; but let me add, the Christian

religion was forgotten likewise.

Hence the reformation bringing back Christianity to its old

purity ; and hence a superior and milder order of priests, who
purged the spiritual and some of the temporal abominations,

but did not entirely relinquish the claim to the tithe ; though I

must own great numbers have too much purity to insist on it;

a claim which I have shewn to have been in its creation an en-

croachment on the laity, and in its application an encroachment
on the poor. No divine right, no, nor natural right : the law of
nature and the law of God are the same ; the law of nature

doth not give property, but the law of nature abhors that dis-

proportion of property which is to be found in the claim of 900
or 1000 men to the 10th of the goods of 3,000,000 ; a claim in

the 3000th part of the community to the 10th of its property
;

surfeit on the part of the few ; famine on the part of the many
;

a distribution of the fruits of the earth ; impossible, beastly,

shocking in itself, and when accompanied with a claim to

extravagant moderation and purity, ridiculous and disgusting ;

a claim against the proportions of Nature and the precepts of

the gospel.

* Because divers damages and hindrances have oftentimes happened by tho
appropriation of benefices in some places ; it is agreed, tha,t in every licence it

shall be expressly comprised, that the diocesan of the *place shall ordain,

according to the value of such churches, a convenient sum of money shall be
paid and distributed yearly out of the fruits and pio§,ts of some churches to

the poor parishioners of some churches in aid of their sustenance for ever j

likewise that the vicar be well and sufficiently enc^owqd. Statute Henry IV,
confirms this act.

VOL. III. N
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I know there are acts of parliament on this subject. The aet

of Henry VIII. which requires the setting out of the tithe ; an

act of collection, not creation ; an act which had the lay impro-

priator in view, and which seems to take for granted a claim of

superstition founded on the pretence of charity. I know there

are many subsequent acts (which are called tithe bills) intended

to assist the collection of customary, not full tithe, and in that

confidence granted by parliament. I am not now enquiring

•whether the claim to the full tithe is legal,, but whether the

application of that tithe for the sole purpose of supporting the

priest is an usurpation. And, I have shewn you that tithe was

a charity, subject to the support of the poor in the first place,

and the priest in the last. I have shewn you that tithe does not

stand on the delicate ground of private property. I have shewn
you, that it was a trust converted into a property, by abuse j

which abuse the legislature may control, without sacrilege or

robbery. If a right to the full tenth is yet insisted on, give

them the full tenth, on the principles on which alone they at

first ventured to demand it, subject to a poor rate j let the trust

te executed ; let widows and orphans share it ; let the house

of industry and the various hospitals and infirmaries share it

;

let the house of God (now a hovel repaired at the expence of

parliament, though, by the cannon law, it should be repaired by

the priesthood) share it ; lei the poorer order of peasantry share

it. If the clergy will insist an taking the full tithes of his pota-

toes, if they take the staif out o^f his hands, they must carry the

peasant on their shoulders. Thus, the clergy insisting on the

summum jus^ and the laity on the summa justitia^ the former

would not be richer by the change. I should on such a change,

condole with the church, and congratulate the poor ; and I

should applaud the discretion, as well as the moderation, of

those excellent pastors,- who did not rake up from the ashes of

superstition, this claim to the tenth, but were satisfied with

competence and character, and brotherly love, and a right

to live by their ministry, a right set forth in the gospel, and
which nature had set forth, even though the gospel had bee»

silent.

'*' Impracticable,r...impracticable,....impracticable,''' a zealous

divine will say, any alteration is beyond the power and wisdom
of parliament ; above the faculties of man to make adequate

|)rovision for 900 clergymen who despise riches! were it to raise

a new tax for their provision, or for that of a body less hoty,

how easy the task! how various the means! but, when the

proposal is to diminish a tax already established, an impossibility

glares us in thv face, of a measure so contrary to our practices

both in church and state.
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If you thxink the property of the church divine, and that when
you affect it at all, you touch on holy things, then call the pro-

posal and call the reformation prophane, sacrilegious, blas-

phemous, but never call the proposal impracticable. How are
the clergy paid in Holland ? by fixed salary. How in Scotland ?

by fixed salary, never less than 1000 marks, nor more than 3000;
Are the clergy in Scotland deficient? Has history no obligation

to the clergy of that sagacious people ? How are the civil,

military, and revenue establishments paid in Ireland ? by fixed-

salary. You have not found it difficult, but faially facile to

create suuh salaries. In these last twenty years, you have
created not a itw^ and you have done this for laymen, to whom
salary was the principal object ; but for the church, where the

provision, the iemporal consideration is but secondary, a mode-
rate means for the support of the great duty of prayer ; to

suppose the regulation, or even moderation of that provision

impracticable, annexes a most transcendent importance to what
is gross and temporal, and a comparative insignificance to what
is pure and spiritual, and throws a certain compiection of gross-

ness, and inabstinence on ceitain devout and most learned con-

troversialists.

If indeed you conceive what is given in commutation should
be equal to the tenth of your produce, the impracticability is

admitted. While I admire the enormity of the suggestion, I

acknowledge the impracticability ot the execution oi it. I

beheve the legislature will never agree to give them the tenth

eitheir in commutation or tithe, both are impracticable, such a
claim, and such a commutation, that 900 men should have the

tenth of the property of 3,000,000 ; and you will find we are

much more ; the custom of the country, the modus of several

places, your own vote of agistment, and above all the interest of

religion, and of frugal piety forbid it
;
give them the tenth and

you give away your religion ; but if you mean a commutation

for customary profits, not extravagant claims, I think I have

shewn you that commutation is not impracticable; I have shewn
you how their present livings can be discovered, and can be

commuted : the value is not an impenetrable mystery ; there is

hardly a parish in which you could avoid to find twelve respec-

table pr.rishioners who would ascertain their ratages, and their

income ; nor is there a clergyman who couM not tell you, nor

a tithe farmer, nor a'tidie-proctor, nor a bishop, for he in his

traffic with the minister about translation generally gives in a

schedule of the value of the livings in his diocese. I think it

unnecessary to add, that there are several acts, and one of the

last session, requiring such a discovery, and the ratages in cer-

tain cases to be made on oath.
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Men are apt to argue as if an error in that discovery might

be fatal, as if the essence of religion was in the quantum of

solid food, and as if 30/. a year more, or 30/. less, would be a

difference decisive as to the propagation of the gospel. The
inaccuracy that may attend the various way* of information

on this subject cannot be much, and if it shall in a small degree

lower the great livings and raise the small, cannot be fatal.

I should not wish to give the ministers of the gospel less

than they have at present, except in some cases of hardship and

extortion ; but suppose some of them did receive less, would

the church fall ? The importance and the difficulty of accuracy

on this question are both over-rated.
* This objection of impracticability therefore against a com-

mutation is but a pretence, and against a modus is not even a

pretence; or is it impracticable to enquire into the present

ratages, and on that information to proceed ? If so, if this step

is impracticable, the abuses that grov/ out of tithes are incura-

ble, and then you ought to reject die system of tithe as an

incorrigible evil, and recur to another mode of paying your

clergy. If a modus be impossible, a commutation is neces-

sary.

We are too apt to conceive public cares impracticable ; every

thing bold and radical in the shape of public redress is termed

impracticable.

I remember when a declaration of right was thought imprac-

ticable ; when the independency of rhe Irish pai'liament was
thought impracticable ; when the establishment of a free trade

was thought impracticable ; when the restoration of the judica-

ture of our peers w^as thought impracticable ; when an exclusion

of the legislative power df the council was thought impractica-

ble ; when a limited mutiny-bill with Irish articles of war in

the body of it, and the declaration of right in its front, was
thought impracticable; when the formation of a tenantry-bili,

for securing to the tenantry of Ireland their leasehold interest

Vr3LS thought impracticable ; and yet those things have not only

come to pass, but form the base on which we stand. Never was
there a country, to which the argument of impracticability was
less applicable than Ireland.

Ireland is a great capacity not yet brought into action ; much
has been civilized, much has l^een reclaimed, but something is

to be redressed ; the lower orders of the people claim your

attention ; the best husbandry is the husbandry of the human
creature. AVhat! can you reclaim the tops of your mountains,

and cannot you improve your people ? Every animal, except

the tiger, (as I have heard) is capable of being reclaimed ; the

method is to feed, to feed after a long hunger ; you have with

your own peasantry began the process, and you had better com-
plete the experiment.
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Inadequate, inadequate ! interposes the advocate for exac-

tion ; the rich will intercept the relief intended by parliament.

This objection supposes the condition of the peasantry to be

poor in the last degree ; it suppor-es that condition to arise from
various complicated causes ; low price of labour, high price of
land, number of absentees, and other causes, and it refers the

poor to the hangman for regulation, and to providence for re-

lief ; and it justifies this abandonment of one part of the com-
munity, by a crimination of the other : on a surmise that the

upper orders of men in this country are complete extortioners,

and would convert abatement of tithe into increase of rent, and
thus intercept the justice of parliament. Here I must abso-

lutely and instantly deny the fact j the landlords are not as de-
scribed ; expensive frequently I allow ; but an hospitable, a hu-
mane and affectionate people ; the genius of the Irish nation is

affection ; the gentlemen are not extortioners by nature, nor (as

the tithe farmer is) by profession. In some cases they do set

their land too high, in many not, and on that head they are daily

becoming more reasonable.

Your magistracy-bill, your riot-act, your compensation-bill,

what becomes of the authority of these laws with the lower orders,

if you argue them into a conviction, that the landlords of Ire-

land, that is the landed interest who passed these acts in their

collective capacity, are in their individual capacity but so many
extortioners ? Look to the fact, to their leases for thirty-one

years, or three lives ; not like bishop's leases : look to their

lands, not like church lands. See tlie difference between the
lands of laymen, who have an interest in the inheritance, and of
church men, who have only the esprit de corps^ that is, a false

and barren pride in the succession ; look to the landlords' con-
duct ; they passed a tenantry-bill, the bishops rejected a lease-

bill, and have almost uniformly resisted every bill that tended
to the improvement of the country, if by the remotest possi-
bility, their body could be in the smallest degree prejudiced in

the most insignificant of its least warrantable pretensions ; but
if still you doubt, call forth the tenantry, and put the question
to them ; do not take your opinion from the oppressor ; ask the
oppressed, and they will tell you what we know already, that
the great oppression is tithe ; the middle-man's over-reaching,
as in many instances, I acknowledge he is, (compared to the
tithe-farmer's) is mercy. Suppose him as destitute of com-
punction, he is not armed with th« same powers of torture
though he had the same genius for oppression ; he has not his
own tribunals, nor can he put the countryman to expence of at-

tending on Vicar's Courts, nor of watching his crop, nor of de-
laying his harvest home, nor of notices, nor summonses, nor of
drinking at bis ale-house, while the vrdue oi the tithe is com-



lOS APPENDIX.

puted, nor of all that train of circumstances ami charge v/ith

which the uncertain dues of the church are now collected, at

the expence of the morals of the people.

But if the charge was founded in fact, it is not an argument,

and has nothing to sa}' to the question, where similar exertions

of oppression, if morally probable, are rendered legally impos-

sible. The landlord cannot in consequence of exemption from

tithe, raise his rent on his lessees, during the continuance of the

term. Now, do you imagine that it is the cottier only, and not

the lessee also, that complains of tithe ? they are both aggriev-

ed ; the tenantry of Ireland are aggrieved, the lessee therefore

must be relieved by the plan, and the cottier cannot be equally

oppressed, because he agrees for his rent before he sows his

crop, but pays his tithe afterwards ; the latter of course must

be, and the former cannot be, a charge for his extraordinary

labour. Rent is a charge on land, tithe on labour, the one defi-

nite, the other indefinite ; they are not convertible ; encrease your

rent under any pretence, still it must avoid the essential evil of

tithe ; the evil of being arbitrary ; a tax rising v/ith industrv.

Suppose the severest case, one pound an acre advanced rent for

potatoe ground, the cottier by extraordinary labour, works him-

self comparatively out of his rent, and into a greater tithe ; thus

extortion by rent, is but a cruel compulsion on extraordinary

labour, but tithe a penalty.

There are certain arguments, which leading to something

absurd and nonsensical, are stricken out of the tribe of logic ;

those arguments should meet the same fate which lead to some-

tliing that is worse than either nonsense or absurdity, to cruelty

and to oppression. Of this tribe is the reasoning I now combat,

an argument which would leave the landlords without charac-

ter, to leave the common people without redress ; I condemn
the premises, but I abhor the conclusion. What ! should the

clergy oppress the poor, because the landlords (as is alleged) do

so alreadv I because the latter (as is alleged) overvalue land,

shall the church overcharge labour ? because the peasant pays

(as is alleged) sometimes five or six pounds per acre for his

land, shall he pay twelve or twenty shillings to the parson for

his potatoes ? The premises of this argument impeach the cha-

racter of the higher order, and the conclusion would steel one

order against the other, and the result of such reasoning would

leave you (what it affects to find you) wicked and miserable ;

and common sense and Christian charity lift up their hands

against such an opprobrious premise, and such a pernicious

conclusion.

If such were the state of our country, the church should in-

terpose and give a good example, and not follow a bad one ;

they should say, we will take the lead -, we wiU oiu'selves mq»
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derate the exactions which oppress the poor ; if the rich take

the advantage, and frustrate our pious intentions, we are not in

fault ; the character of religion is free, her ministers do not par-

ticipate the plunder of the people. The vote of agistment left

the measure I propose practicable, and made it necessary ; by
that vote you sent the parson from the demesne of the gentle-

man into the garden of the cottager ; by that vote you said you
shall not tax us ; it remains for you to say, you shall not tithe

the poor unconscionably ; but, going as far as that vote and no
farther, you declare to the proprietors of tithe, '' Tithe the poor

as you please, provided we do not pay you," and this is whac
some mean by their zeal in the support of the church ; this is

the more exceptionable, when you recollect that of the poor who
pay ) our clergy, there are numbers, of a different religion, who
of course receive no consideration from your clergy, and must
pay another clergy. The protestant interest may require that

these should contribute to the Protestant establishment; but

the proportion and the manner in which you now make them
contribute, redounds but little to Protestant honour, either in

church or state.

Aye ! but will you encourage tumult? Will you reward the

White-boy ? Will 30U give a premium to disturbance ?....Sir,

do not advert so lightly to the state of this country, nor pass so

superciliously over general distress, as to think that the Right-

boy or White-boy, (or by whatever other vagrant denomination
tumult delights to describe itself) are the only persons who suf-

fer by the present state of tithes ; there are two other descrip-

tions who are oppressed by them, those who did nothing in the

late disturbance, and those who took part to quell them. Can
you suppose so many would have been neutral in the suppres-

sion, if they had not been a party to the oppression I and have
you complained of the languor of your magistracy, and the su-i

pineness of the Protestant country gentlemen, without advert-

ing to the reason ? The tumult was confined, but the suffering

was extensive. But there is another body of men who suffer,

they who took part to suppress. Have they any pretensions ?

Do you deny that they are sufferers ? they will come to the bar

and prove it ; they will prove two things very material, very

worthy your attention, their merit and their suffering.

Yes, but will you innovate ? Admit this argument, and we
sit here to consecrate abuses. The statutes of Mortmain were
innovations ; the suppression of monasteries innovation ; the

reformation innovation ; for, what is the Protestant religion,

but the interposition of parliament, rescuing Christianity from
abuses introduced by its own priesthood I

Institutions divine and human corrupt by their nature or by

©urs ; the best human institution, the Bruish constitution, did
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so corrupt, that, at different periods, it was anarchy, oligarchy,

despotism, and was restored by parliament.

The only divine institution we know of, the Christian reli-

gion, did so corrupt, as to have become an abomination, and was
rescued by act of parliament*

Life, like establishments, declines, disease is the lot of nature,

we oppose its progress by strong remedies, we drink a fresh

life at some medicinal fountain, or we find a specific in some
salubrious herb : Will you call these restoratives, innovation on
the physical ceconomy? Why then, in the political ceconomy,

those statutes which purge the public weal, and from time to

time guard that firm animal man against the evils to which civil

society is exposed, the encroachments of the priest and the po-

litician.

It is then on a false surmise of our nature, this objection ; we
live by a succession of amendment ; such is the history of man,
tiich above all, is the history of religion, where amendment was
€ver opposed ; and those cant expressions, the supporting

church and state, were ever advanced to continue the abuses of
both. On those occasions prejudices from the ragged battle-

ment of superstition ever screened innovation. When our
Elizabeth established the Protestant religion, she was called ah
innovatress ; when Luther began the reformation, he was called

an innovator ; nay, when Herod and the high priest Caiaphas
(and high priests of all religions are the same) heard that one
had gone forth into the multitude preaching, gathering the poor
like the hen under her wing, saying to the rich, give unto the

poor, and look for treasures in heaven, and take heed that your
hearts be not overcharged with luxury, surfeit, and the cares of
this life ; I say, when Herod and the high priest saw the au-

thor of the Christian religion, thus giving comfort and counte-

nance, and hope to the poor, they were astonished, they felt in

his rebuke of their own pomp and pride, and gluttony and beast-

liness, great innovation ; the felt in the sublimity of his moral,

great innovation ; they saw, in the extent of his public care,

great innovation, and accordingly they conspired against their

Saviour, as an innovator ; and, under the pretence of support-

ing what they called the Church and State, they stigmatized

the redemption of man, and they crucified the Son of God.
If we were desirous to retort on the church the argument of

innovation....its ov/n history is. fertile ; what is the idea of pro-

perty in the church, but an innovation ? their conversion of
property from the great body of the Christians, to their own
use ; innovation... .their temporal power ? innovation. ...their.ap-

plication for donations, equal to tenth ? innovation. ...the con-

version of these donations to their own use ? innovation, ...their

excluding the fabric of the church as well as the poor, from the
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benefit of those donations ? innovations... .their various tithe

bills ? innovation.. ..their Riot-act ? innovation. ...their Compen-
sation-act ? innovation.

To judge of the objection of innovation against my plan, see

what that plan does not do !

It does not affect the doctrine of our religion.. ..it does not-

alter the church establishment.. ..it does not effect the constitu-

tion of episcopacy. The modus does not even alter the mode
of their provision, it only limits the quantum ; and limits it on
principles much less severe than that charity which they preach,

or that abstinence which they inculcate. Is this innovation ?

Moderation, innovation ! as if the Protestant religion were to

be propagated in Ireland, like the influence of a minister, by
bribery ; or like the influence of a county candidate, by money;
or like the cause of a potwalloping canvasser, by the weight of

the purse ; as if Christ could not prevail over the earth, unless

Mammon took him by the hand. Am I to understand, that if

you give the parson 12s. in the acre for potatoes, and 10^. for

wheat, the Protestant religion is safe on its rock ; but if you
reduce him to 6.y. the acre for potatoes and wheat, then Jupiter

shakes the Heaven with his thunder....Neptune rakes up the

deep with his trident, and Pluto leaps from his throne?. ...argu-

ments and appetites which depart from Christian purity, are

best illustrated by Heathen mythology. See the curate....he

rises at six to morning prayers ; he leaves company at six for

evening prayer ; he baptizes, he marries, he churches, he buries,

he follows with pious offices his fellow-creature from the cradle

to the grave. ...for what immense income .'....what riches to re-

ward these inestimable services ? Do not depend on the penury

of the laity. Let his own order value his deserts ; 50/. a year;

50/. for praying, for christening, for marrying, for churching,

for bur}^ing, for following with Christian offices his felloiv^-ci ca-

ture from cradle to grave... .so frugal a thing is devotion, so

cheap religion, so easy the terms on which man may worship his

Maker, and so small the income in the opinion of ecclesiastics,

sufficient for the duties of a clergyman, as far as he is connected

at all with the Christian religion.

I think the curate has by far too littIe....bloated with the full

tenth, I think the church would have abundantly too much.
The provision of the church is not absolute property, like an

estate, but payment for a duty : it is a salary for prayer, not the

gift of God independent of the duty. He did not send his Son
to suffer on earth, to establish a rich priesthood, but to save

mankind.. ..it is the donation of the laity, for the duty of pray-

er. The labourer deserves higher for doing his duty....he is

paid not as a high priest, but a pastor in his evangelic, not his

VOt. III. o
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corporate capacity....when he desires to live b)' his ministry, he
demands his right ; when he desires the tenth of your wealth,
he demands your right ; and he presumes riches to be die right

of the church, instead of supposing what he ought, the Gospel
to be the right of the people, and competency for preach-
ing the Gospel, not luxury, to be the right, as it is the profession

of the church. A provision for the Minister of the Gospel
on its own principles, keeping clear of the two extremes, poverty

on one side, and riches on the other ; both are avocations from
prayer

;
poverty, which is a struggle how to live, and riches,

which are an occupation how to spend. But of the two extremes,

I should dread riches.... and above all, such indefinite riches as

the tenth of the industry, capital, and land of 3,000,000, -would
heap in the kitchens of 900 clergymen....an impossible propor-

tion ; but if possible, an avocation of a very wordly kind, intro-

ducing gratifications of a very temporal nature. ...passions

different from the precepts of the Gospel.. ..ambition, pride, and
vain glory. Add to this acquisition of the tenth.. ..the litigation

which must attend it ; and the double avocation of luxury and
law : conceive a war of citations, contempts, sum.monses, civil

bills, proctors, attornies, and all the voluminous train of discord,

carried on at the suit of the man of peace. ...by the plaintiff ia

the pulpit, against the defendants, his congregation. It is a

strong argument against the tenth, that such claim is not only

inconsistent with the nature of things, but absolutely incom-
patible with the exercise of the Christian religion. Had the

Apostles advanced^ am.ong the Jews, pretensions to the tenth of

the produce of Judea, they would not have converted a less

perverse generation ; but they w^ere humble and inspired men....

they went forth in humble guise, with naked foot, and brought

to every man's door in bis own tongue, the true belief; their

word prevailed against the potentates of the earth,, and on the

ruin of the barbaric pride, and pontific luxury.. ..they placed the

naked majesty of the Christian religion.

This light was soon put down by its own ministers, and on
its extinction a beastly and pompous priesthood ascended.

Political potentates^ not Christian pastors... .full of false zeal,

full of worldly pride, and full of gluttony....empty of the true

religion* To their flock oppressive, to their inferior clergy

brutal, to their king abject, and to their God impudent and
familiar j they stood on the altar, as a stepping stool to the

throne, glozing in the ear of princes, whom they poisoned with

crooked principles and heated advice, and were a faction against

. their king, when they were not his slaves ; ever the dirt under
r his feet, or a poignard in his heart.

^ Thtir power went down ; it burst of its own plethory, when
a poor reformer, with the Gospel in his hand, and in the inspir-
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ed spirit of poverty, restored the Christian religion....the same
principle which introduced Christianity guided reformation.

What Luther did for us, philosophy has done in some degree

for the Roman Catholics, ^md that religion has undergone a

silent reformation, and both divisions of Christianity, unless

they have lost their understanding, must have lost their ani-

mosity, though they have retained their distinctions. The
priesihood of Europe is not now what it was once ; their reli-

gion has encreased as their power has diminished. In these

countries particularlv, for the most part, they are a mild order of

men, with less dominion and more piety ; therefore, their char-

acter for the most part may be described in few words....

morality, enlightened by letters, and exalted by religion....such

many of our parochial clergy, with some exceptions however,

particularly in some of the disturbed parts of the kingdom....

such some of the heads of the church....such the very head of

the church in Ireland. That comely personage, who presides

over a vast income, and thinks he has great revenues, but is

mistaken, being in fact nothing more than the steward of the

poor, and a mere instrument in the hand of Providence, making
the best possible distribution of the fruits of the earth; nay,

there are of the church some superior to the prejudice which on
the subject of tithts may be expected. Of ail institutions, says

Paley, adverse to cultivation, none so noxious as tithe. ...not

only a tax on industry, but the industry that feeds mankind ; it

is true ! the mode of providing for the church is exceptionable,

and in some parts of Ireland has been, I apprehend, attended

with very considerable abuses : these are what I wish to submit

to you ; you will enquire whether in some cases the demands
for tithes have not been illegal, the collection of them oppressive,

the excess of demand uncharitable, and the growth of it con-

siderable and oppressive.

Whether in all cases the tithe-farmer has been a merciful

pastor, the tithe proctor an upright agent, and even the vicar

himself a most unbiassed judge.

In this enquiry, or in forming some regulations from this

enquirv, you will not be withheld by the arguments of pride^

bigotry, and prejudice; that argument, which reflecting on God
maintains the sacred right of exactions ; that other argument,

which reflecting on parliament denies your capacity to give

redress ; that other argument, which reflecting on human nature

supposes that you inflame mankind by redressing their grievan-

ces ; that other argument, which traduces the landed interest

of Ireland as an extortioner, and belies one part of the commu-
nity to continue the miseries of the other.. ..an argument of
calumny, an argument of cruelty. Least of all should you be
withheld by that idle intimation stuff"ed into the speech from the
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throne, suggesting that the church is in clanger, and holding odt

from that awful seat of authority, false lights to the nation, as if

we had doated back to the nonsense of Sacheverel's days, and

were to be ridden once more by the fools and bigots. Parliament

is not a bigot....you are no sectary, no polemic. ..it is your duty

to unite all men, to naanifest brotherly love, and confidence to all

men.. ..the parental seniment is the true principle of govern-

ment. Men are ever finally disposed to be governed by the

instrument of their happiness. The mystery of government

would you learn it? look on the Gospel, and make the source of

your redemption the rule of authority, and like the hen in the

scripture, expand your wings and take in all your people.

Let bigotry and schism, the zealot's fire, the high priest's

intolerance, through all their discordancy, tremble, while an

enlightened parliament, w^ith arms of general protection, over-

arches the whole community, and roots the Protestant ascen-

dency in the sovereign mercy of its nature ; laws of coercion,

perhaps necessary , certainly severe, you have put forth already,

but your great engine ot power, you have hitherto kept back

;

that engine, which the pride of the bigot, nor the spite of the

zealot, nor the ambition of the high, nor the arsenal of the con-

queror, nor the inquisition with its jaded rack and pale criminal,

never thought of: the engine which armed with physical and
moral blessing comes forth, and overlays mankind by services

;

the engine of redress. ...this is government, and this the only

description of government worth your ambition. Were I to

raise you to a great act, I should not recur to the history of

other nations; I would recite your own acts, and set you in

emulation with yourselves. Do you remember that night, when
v^ou gave your country a Free Trade, and with your hands

opened all her harbours. That night when you gave her a Free

Constitution, and broke the chains of a century....while England,

eclipsed at your glory and your island, rose as it were from its

bed, and got nearer to the sun. In the arts that polish life, the

inventions that accommodate, the manufactures that adorn it,

you will be for many years inferior to some other parts of Eu-
rope ; but, to nurse a growing people, to mature a struggling,

though hardy community, to mould, to multiply, to consolidate,

to inspire, and to exalt a young nation ; be these your barbarous

accomplishments ?

I speak this to you, from a long know^ledge of your character,

and the various resources of 3 our soul, and I confide my motion

to those principles not only of justice, but of fire, which I

have observed to exist in j^our composition, and occasionally to

break out in a flame of public zeal, leaving the ministers of the

crown in eclipsed degradation. It is therefore I have not com^
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to you furnished merely with a cold mechanical plan j but have
submitted to your consideration the living grievances, conceiv-

ing that any thing in the shape of oppression made once appa-

rent....oppression too of a people you have set free....the evil

will catch those warm susceptible properties which abound in

your mind, and qualify you for legislation.
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ter bury
Webb, John, Gloucester Wynn, GljTin, Carnarvon
Weddell, William, Matton Wynn, Sir W. Williams, Der-
Whitmore, Thomas, Bridge- byshire

north

List of those Members who have not voted on the ^estion

respecting the Regency,

Adeane, J. W. Cambridge Mitford, William, Newport,
Ambler, Charles, Saltash, Cornwall

Aubrey, Thomas, Wallingford Montgomerie, Hugh, Airshire

Aubrey, Sir John, Bucks Orde, Right Hon. Thomas,
Barnard, Viscount, Totness Harwich
Beckford, William, Wells Palk, Lawrence, Ashburton
Campbell, Sir James, Culros, Peyton, Sir Henry, Cambridge-

&c. shire

Clavering, Sir Thomas, Dur- Pitt, Hon. George, Dorsetshire

ham County Rumbold, Sir Thomas, Wey-
Compton, Lord, Northampton mouth
Cunninghame, Right Hon. Russel, Lord William, Surrey

Robert, East Grinstead Smith, Nathaniel, Rochester

Cust, Francis, C. Grantham Trevanion, John, Dover
Eden, Right Hon. W. Heytes- Trevelyan, Sir John, Somerset-

bury shire

Ferguson, James, Bamffshire Trottman, F. Northampton
Goodricke, Sir John, Ripon Vaughan, E. Lloyd, Merio-
Hare, James, Knaresborough nethshire

Lewis, Edward, New Radnor Watherstone, Dalhousie, Bos-

Luttrell, John Fownes, Mine- ton

head Wilks, John, Middlesex

Mansell, Sir William, Carmar- Wycombe, Lord, Chip. Wy-
thenshire combe

Milford, Lord,, Pembrokeshire
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No. LXXX.

PROTESTS UPON THE REGENCY... .P. 2^8.

Dissentient,

BECAUSE the undoubted right and indispensable duty
declared in the said resolution to have been exercised and
discharged by the lords and commons of Ireland, and to which
it is alleged they are alone competent, do not in any legal or
sound sense appear to us to have any existence. And because
the assuming a right in the lords and commons alone to confer
upon his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales the government
of this kingdom, under the style and title of Prince Regent of
Ireland, in the name and on the behalf of his majestv, to exer-
cise and administer according to the laws and constitution of
this kingdom, all regal powers and prerogatives to the crown
and government thereof belonging, or the addressing his
royal highness to take upon himself such government in manner
aforesaid, before he be enabled by law so to do, seems to us
altogether unwarrantable, and to be highly dangerous in its

tendency to disturb and break the constitutional union, whereby
this realm of Ireland is for ever knit and united to the imperial
crown of England, on which connection the happiness of both
kingdoms essentially depends ; and we are the more apprehen-
sive of danger, lest the so doing should be considered as tendintr
to the prejudice, disturbance or derogation of the king's ma-
jesty in, of, or for the crown of this realm of Ireland.

Mountmorris, by proxy Lifford, C.
Courtown, by proxy R. Dublin
Enniskillen, by proxy Conyngham
Mornington, by proxy Tyrone
Altamont, by proxy Bective

John Clogher, by proxy Chetwynd
George Lewis, Kilmore Valentia

William Leighlin and Ferns Longford
Powerscourt Glandore
Hillsborough Ranelagh
Carhampton Harberton
Lanesborough Bellamont
William Ossorv
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Dissentient*

BECAUSE when his excellency the lord lieutenant, hi»

majesty's representaiive here, hath told us that under the

impressions of his official duty and of the oath that he hath as

chief governor of this kingdom, he is obliged to decline trans-

mitting to Great Britain the address of both houses of parlia*

ment to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, it doth not

consist with that decorum, with that justice, and that grave

proceeding, in which this house, the great and dernier court of

justice, will ever act, to proceed to a condemnation and censure

of his excellency without being allowed to enquire and look into

the constitution of his office or into his oath. And besides, we
cannot consider it as a want of respect to his Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales, the not transmitting the said address to

him, as it would expose his royal highness to difficulty and
embarrassment, by ia\'ing him under the disagreeable necessity

of deciding upon great legal and constitutional principles, in

which his royal highness's future interest, and the rights of

that imperial crown, which he is born to inherit, may be very

deeply concerned, and moreover, we conceive this house ought

ever to be mindful of the st icion, in which the constitution hath

placed it, and ought to resist every thing, which partakes fif

intemperance and excess.

Mountmorris, by proxy Bellamont

Courtown, by proxy Valentia

Mornington, by proxy LifFord, C.

Enniskillen, by proxy Tyrone

Altamont, by proxy Langlbrd

George Lewes Kilmore Giandore

John Clogher, by proxy Bective

W. Leighlin and Ferns Harberton

Lanesborough R. DuMin
Powerscourt Ranelagh

Hillsborough W. Ossory

Carhampton Conyngham

Dissentient.

BECAUSE although desirous to express otir humble

thanks to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, for his

gracious answer to the addresses of both houses of parliament,

and that to a degi*ee, which might induce us to pass over the

departure, which there seems to be in the mode and form of

this address from the usual course and proceedings of parlia-

ment, yet we cannot agree to this address, which doth not

consist, as we conceive, with those constitutional principles,

which are maintained in our protests of February last, and

to which we adhere.
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Harberton
T} rone

Lanesborough
William Ossory
Glandore

,

Mountmorris ^

Lifford

R. Dublin
Ranelagh
Chetwynd
Langford
Altamont

No* LXXXL

[page 230.]

HOUSE OF LORDS, ON A MOTION FOR ADJOURNING THE

CONSIDERATION OF THE ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE OF

WALES TO A DISTANT DAY, THE DIVISION WAS AS FOp-

LOWS :

AGAINST.

Arch. Cashel Tuam
Duke Leinster

Earl Meath
Drogheda
Granard
Shannon
Clanbraysil

Belvidere

Louth
Arran
Miltown
Charlemont
Grandison
Ross
Clanwilliam

Aldborough
Moantcashel
Portarlington

Farnham
Vise. Mountgarret

Vise. Strangford
Allen

Deser
Clifden

Gasford
Doneraile

Pery
Bishop Waterford

Cloyne
Limerick
Killala

Baron Kinsale

Dunsany
Castlestewart

B^'lmore

Welles
Leitrim

LandafF

D-noughmore
Loftus
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(Teller, Lord Farnham)

Chancellor

Archb. Dublin

Earl Tyrone
Hilsborough

Bective

Lanesborough
Bellamont
Glandore
Carhamptoil

Vise. Valentia

Ranelagh

FOR

Vise. Chetwynd
Enniskillen

Erne
Bishop Kilmore

Ossery
Ferns

Baron Longford
Conyngham
Harberton
Earlsford

(Teller, Lord Bellamont)

Proxies,

AGAINST.

Earl Roden
Baron Muskery

Lismore

For

Earl Altamont
Courtown
Mornington

Against the Adjournment in the Common^,

Vise. Mountmorris
Baron Carysford

Arden

Hon. Arth. Acheson
Thomas Adderly
George Ager
Hen. Akock
James Alexander

Hon. Alexander

Mer. Archdall

Sir Fitz Aylmer
Thomas Burton

John Blakeney

Sir John Blaquiere

Henry V. Brook
Arthur Brown
Right Hon.W. Brownlow
Hon. Bruen
George Bunbury

George Burdett

Thomas Burgh, (Old Town)
George P. Bushe
William Burton
And. Caldwell

Hugh Cane
Eph. Carroll

Sir H. Cavendish
Sir H. Colthurst

Right Hon. T. ConoUy
Henry Cope
Isaac Corry

J. L. Cotter

Roger Cotter

Sir E. Crofton

Ath. Dawson
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Thomas Dawson
Simon Digby
Robert Dillon

John Dunn
George Dunbar
Sir I'homas Fetherson
Lord Hen. Fitzgerald

Warden Flood
Hon. William Forward
Sir John Freke
Daniel Gahan
Right Hon. Henry Grattan
Godfrey Greene
Richard Griffith

William Handcock
Francis Hardy
Travers Hartley

Sir Henry Hartstone

Henry Hatton
Samuel Hayes, (Dunbo)
Joseph Hare *

Sir Francis Hutchinson
Denham Jephson

John Hely Hutchinson
Lord Jocelyne

Ger. Jocelyne

William Todd Jones

Sir Allen Johnson
Hon. Thomas Knox
Sir Hercules Langrishe

Robert Langrishe

Charles Leslie

Thomas Loltus

John Metgc
Alexander Montgomery
John Montgomery
Nathaniel Mantz Moor
Hon. John Moor
John Moor
Lodge Morres
Sir William Morres
Sir Richard Musgrave
Thomas Nesbitt

Richard Neville

Sir Edward Newcnham
T. B. O'Flarerty
Right Hon. George Ogele
Charles O'Hara
Right Hon. John O'Neill
Edm. Pery
Thomas Pegatt
George Ponsonby
John Preston

Joseph Preston
Henry Pritty

Thomas Richardson
William Richardson
Hon. Her. Rowly
Right Hon. H. L. Rowley
George Sandford
Charles Francis Sheridan
Mich. Smith
Sir Skeffington Smith
John Staples

Sir Annesley Stewart

James Stewart (Tyrone)
Hon. John Stratford

Daniel Toler
Charles Tottenham
R. Tottenham
N. Loftus Tottenham
John Townshend
James Uniacke
Robert Uniacke
John Usher
John Warburton
Hon. Edward Ward
Augustus Warren
Robert Welsh
Nic. Westley

John Wolf
Hon. Major CufFe

Hugh Howard

J. Leigh
Sir James May
Thomas Hobson

(Tellers Mr. Grattan and Mr. Conolly.).

VOL. III. (L
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For the Adjoiinunent.

Richard Annesley
Right Hon. ]\ Beresford

Sir J. Browne
Robert Boyd
Thomas Bugh
John Chatterton

Theo. Clements
Charles H. Coote
Henry Coddington
Maurice Copinger

John Craddock
William Cunningham
Denis Daly
Sir Charles Desvoux
Lord Delvin

James Fitzgerald (Prime Ser-

jeant)

John Fitzgibbon
Sir Fred. Flood
Alleyne Fitzherbert

T. J. Foster

Luke Gardener
John G. Leitrim

Sackville Hamilton
Sir J. S. Hamilton

J. Harrison

L. H. Harmon
Samuel Hayes, (Avondale)

Sir Hugh Hill

Lord Headford
R. Herbert

Hon. Mr. Hewitt

R. Hobert
Peter Holmes
Sir Richard Johnson

R. Johnson (Counsellor)

Theo. Jones
Lord Kilwardeiv

Edward King
Lord King^borough
David Latouche

John Latouche
Sir N. Lawless
Peter Latouche
Richard Longfield

Mont. Longfield

Georges Lowther
R. Magennis
M. Mason
John M'Clontack
Sir R. G. Meredyth
George Molyneux
Sir L. O'Brien
L. Parsons

C. Price

Hon. Thomas Packinhani

Sir John Parnell

George Rawson
Richard Penefather

Sir B. Roche
R. Ross
John Reilly

Prendergast Smyth
William Smith ^Vestmeath)
Henry Stewai't

Edward Tighe
Fred. Trench
John Toler

John Tydd
R. Vowel
Nat. Warren
A. Wolfe

(Tellers, Lord Kilwarden and Mr. Fitzgibbon.)
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No. LXXXII.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON THE POLICE BILL,

(p. 248.)

Mr. Speaker,

YOUR committee appointed to examine
the accounts of the commissioners of police, having met ac-
cording to order, and called for such papers as appeared to.

them to be necessary, and also examined several witnesses re-

lative to the state of the said accounts, in the most solemn man-
ner, directed me to report as follows :

Your committee having examined the accounts laid before
them by the commissioners of police, do find, that in the two
years and a half, which their institution has subsisted, ending
the 25th of March last, they have spent more than 51,000/. of
the money of the public.

They find further, that the total expence of the first year,
irickiding the salaries paid to the commissioners and divisional
justices, amounted to 20,19//. 9.9. lOi^. and of the second year
to 19,981/. Os. 2^d. of which sums your committee find that the
sum of 9,682/. 135. 10^. was the charge for the watch in the
first year, and 9,500/. in the second year, and that the remain-
der (being a sum of 10,514/. 16^. in the first year, and
10,481/. 0^. '2^d, in the second) has been expended in sa-

laries and other charges, which have attended this establish-

ment.

Your committee then proceeded to examine into the particu-

lars of these last sums, and find, that a sum of 4,000/. and up-
wards has been expended for the police house, and the houses
and offices of the divisional magistrates, and of the high and
chief constables, and for furniture.

Your committee further find among many other unsuitable

and objectionable articles composing the last mentioned sum
of 4,000/. there is a charge of 138/. 106". 8d, for looking glasses,

and 99/. 8^. o^d. for Wilton and other carpets.

Your committee proceeded further to examine the expence
of the police cavalry, and find that above 4,600/. have been ex-
pended for the forty horse of the police establishment in the two
first years, although it appears to the committee, that the kee-
ping any horse policemen was, and is unnecessary, and conse-
fjuently that the last mentioned sum was an expence useless to
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the public. It also appears to your committee, that the

additional watch at 9d. per day has not answered the desired

effect.

Your committee having observed an excessive charge for the

article of coals, and enquired into the application thereof, do

find, that about 406 tons have been, on an average, the annual

consumption, of which 48 tons have been the allowance to the

four divisional magistrates ; about 209 to high and chief con-v

stables, the house of correction, and watch houses ; and for the

remaining quantity of above 180 tons, there appears no account

except for such part thereof, as may have been consumed at the

police house.

Your committee have further to observe, that the commis-

sioners appear to have made an improvident contract, in paying

205. a ton in the second and third years, the coal factor who
furnished the first year having declared his readiness to continue

his contract at 1 96".

Your committee then proceeded to consider the charge under

the head of stationary, and find it to be for the two years and a

half 3,316/. 6*. 6-|^. On this extraordinary charge your com-

mittee have to observe, that upwards of 150/. were paid lor

gilt paper, and 49/. 8^. ^d* for sealing wax, in the first year and

a half, ending the 25th of March, 1788 ; charges unwarranta-

ble and unnecessary^ which are confirmed by the charge of 13/.

being found sufficient for both those articles in the following

year.

Your committee find a considerable and very extraordinary

charge for books, some of which appear to be unnecessary, and

by no means appertaining to the business of the police, the cat-

alogue of which was presented to the house last session.

Your committee also find, that the commissioners of police

have, for the last year and three quarters, paid by agreement to

their stationer 1047. 1^. Qid, per quarter (which is about 8/. a

week), for compiling and printing the Hue and Cry, and for

occasional hand bills, of v/hich sum he allows one guinea per

week to a clerk for compiling the Hue and Cry, and he calcu-

lates the occasional handbill at seven shillings per week, which

leaves about 6/. 10^. to said stationer, for printing the said Hue
and Cry,

Your committee then examined John Chambers and Tho-
mas M'Donnel, master printers, and found they would un-

dertake to print the Hue and Cry, on a paper, and with a

type of the same kind, as those made use of for it lor

about 3/. 135. per week less than is now paid by the com-
missioners.

Your committee think it necessary also to take notice, that a

sum of 246/. 185. 8t7. was paid in the first year ; and 153/. 149.

7jd. in the second, for advertisements-- in newsnapevs.
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Your committee think it their duty to observe, that there Is a
charge of 176/. 7s, \\d, for a survey and maps of the metropolis

district.

Your committee further find, that about 900/. have been,

expended in law suits, in the greater part of which the com-
missioners of police have been unsuccessful.

Your committee proceeded to examine into the stoppages

made from the police watchmen, and find, that l\cf, per day,

amounting to 2/. 13^. 2|^. a year, is stopped for clothing from
the daily pay of each police night watchman, which (for the 400
men) amounts to 1064/. 11.9. Sd,2i year; and that 2\d, per day,

amounting to 3/. 8.9. 5\d, a year, is stopped for clothing from
each watch constable, which, for 40 men, comes to 136/. \7s, 6d»

a year, which stoppages amount in the whole to 1,201/. 9.9. 2d.

per annum.
Your committee further find, that the clothing, to which such

stoppages is applied, consists, for the night watchmen, of coat,

waistcoat, l)reeches, flannel under waistcoat, one pair of long

gaiters, and hat and cockade, for all which the price paid by
contract amounts to 2/. 4.9. 5d, per man yearly, and for the 400
men to 888/. 6.9. Sd, and that the clothing of 40 watch constables

consists of the aforesaid articles, and also of silver lace, loop

and button for the hat, and of a silver epaulet, all which clothing

costs 2/. 19. lid. per man, and for 40 men costs 118/. 46'. 2d.

which sum added to the aforesaid sum of 888/. Gs, Sd. makes
1,006/. 06". 10^. per annum.
And your committee find, that the difference between the

actual clothing expences of the police night infantr}', and the

aforesaid stoppages amounts to 194/. 18.9. 4d. per annum, for

which saving it does not appear, that the commissioners of police

have given credit in their accounts to the commissioners of

account or elsewhere.

It further appears to your committee, that during the first

year of the police institution, neither flannel waistcoats nor long

gaiters were given to the watchmen, and that consequently

(though the contract price was then seventeen pence a suit

higher than at present), yet the clothing of each of the 40(>

private men did not exceed 2/. 0.9. ltd, per annum, and there-

fore gave opportunity for a saving of 70/. more than their cloth-

ing admits in the current year.

Your committee also find, that exclusive of the aforesaid

stoppage, and of a stoppage for the surgeon, there has been

stopped one penny per night from each of tlie 400 police night

watchmen, seven eighths of a penny per night from each of the

40 watch constables, and one penny five eighths per night from
each of the 40 horsemen, which different stoppages amount to

760/. 8?, 4d, per nnnum, and this sum is alleged to have been
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paid in some subsequent period to such police men as have not

been dismissed for misbehaviour.

Your committee also find, that in the accounts laid before

them by the commissioners of police, credit is not given to the

public for more than the sum of 124/. 1^. 3d, under the head of
arrears, which article is in the second year's charge, and that

consequently 646/. 7s, Id. (which is more than five sixths of

the whole of the above stoppages of the first year) is by the

account implied to have been paid in or before the second year

to the police men as arrears ; but no account has been produced
to this committee of the payments to the police men of that

large proportion of those arrears so stopped from them during

the first year, and not credited to the public, but it is alleged said

aiTears have been paid.

It appears that no credit whatsoever has yet been given to

the public for the aforesaid stoppages for the second year, ending

at Michaelmas last, and amounting to a like sum of 760/. 8*. 4d,

although police accounts for the half year, ending the 25th of

March, 1789, have been laid before the committee ; (the

reason alleged for which, by one of the commissioners is, that

there are some of those arrears, which have not yet been paid

to the men.)
Your committee think it right to observe that a greater sum

has been received by the commissioners of police, for non-

effective men, in the accounts of the two first years, than the

sums therein credited to the public.

Your committee further find, that a secretary^ with a salary

of 200/. a year, and three clerks under him, whose salaries

amount to 240/. per annum, attended the police-house, exclusive

of the accountant and his clerk, and of the stationer's clerk, wh©
compiles the Hue and Cry.

And that George Parker, one of those three clerks, enjoying

a salary of 7Qi, per annum, has not been in Ireland during the

last half year.

They also find, that each of the four divisional justices has

two clerks, for whom the public is charged 125/. making for the

eight clerks a sum of 500/. a year.

Your committee observe further, that the general accounts of

the police, laid before the commissioners of account, and after-

wards before this committee, are ill arranged, and many of the

articles not distributed under their proper heads ; and that hav-

ing examined the accountant as to that point, he alleged, that

the arrangement of all accounts of expenditure originated from
the commissioners.

And your committee canie to the following resolutions

:
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I. Resolved, That it appears to this committee, that the po-
lice establishment has been attended with unnecessary patronage,
waste, and dissipation.

II. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that
the peace and protection of the city of Dublin might be more
effectually maintained at a lesser expence, and that the present
system of police establishment ought to be changed.

No. LXXXIII.

MK. GRATTAn's second speech on TITHES....P. 249*

MR. GRATTAN presented to the house according to
order, a bill to appoint commissioners for the purpose of en-
quiring into the state of tithes in the different provinces of this

kingdom, and to report a plan for the ascertaining the same.
He said, the advocates for tithes and their abuse, having de-

clined a public enquiry, thought they best consulted the dignity

of the church by resorting to a paper war: this paper war has
been conducted under the mitred auspices of certain bishops

:

these bishops have in the course of it accused me of making an
attack on the Protestant clergy of the South. You know, they
know, how totally unfounded such a charge is ; I did prefer
then, and I prefer now, certain allegations, that in some parts

of the South there existed illegal demand, increasing demand,
excessive demand, an abuse of the compensation act ; tithe-

proctors who extort fees, tithe-farmers who lay the poor under
contribution ; these charges I did not affirm to affect the major
part of the Southern clergy, but I did, and I do novv affirm^ that
they do affect in degree and extent such a proportion of district

as to call for the interference of parliament. Two pamphlets
on this subject, entitled my Speech, were published, different

from each other, or resembling each other in nothing except in

not being my speech, and in not being published by my autho-
rity ; to these pamphlets the dignitaries above alluded to have
replied : convinced that I neither spoke nor wrote the contents
of either, they have charged me with both. This unfounded
charge on me they have thought proper to mask by calling it a
Defence of the Protestant Clergy of the South, and have thus
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endeavoured to disperse through the community a false alarm,

and a groundless accusation. This alarm and accusation, called

a Defence, sets forth, that the bishops of the South, in the year

.1786, v/rote circular letters to their clergy, desiring returns of

their respective ratages ; with a recommendation that these re-

turns, if possible, should be made on oath. The Defence sets

forth, that returns were made. I own, I should be very, glad to

see them ; not one syllable.*..the Defence suppressed the re-

turns of the clergy, and gives the public in their place its own
calculation, which it professes to be an average formed on these

returns....Even so, let us admit such evidence ; where the

bishops contend, let the party be the evidence, and the advocate

be the judge. The authors of the Defence having stated, that

a most minute and general enquiry has been made, allege,*^ that,

in the whole extent of that enquiry, they no where find the rate

for potatoes higher than 129. the plantation acre ; these are their

words, and on the veracity of this allegation, depends whatever
attention should be paid to their defence. I have from private

hands assurances innumerable, in the most positive and direct

•manner, contradicting that allegation. I have from private

hands affidavits without number disproving that allegation. 1

"will reject them all. I will for, argument, give the pastors a

victory over their flock, and the fruits of their care, and suppose

for a moment, their parishioners to be perjured^ yet what shall

we say of the clergy, who have, by themselves, or their wit-

nesses, sworn the same thing ? I will read you a report from
the judge who went the Mimster circuit of the spring of 1788.
It is as follows :

" At the last assizes held for the county of
Kerry, at Tralee, a civil bill was brought before me, upon the

compensation act, for the value of certain tithes. From the evi-

dence of the plaintiff's own witnesses, and the schedule, the de-

mand appeared as foUovvs : tithe of potatoes, one acre and a

half, 2/. 0^. 6^2^ (Gendemen v/ill recollect, that, by the com-
pensation act, the bill or petition is not to be brought for the

value, but the customary charge.) I will read another docu-
ment, equally authoritative from Cork.

* Defence of the Protestant clerpry, p. 93...." But it must be i emeiTiberecl,
•* that from the vicinity of these parishes to Limerick, and tiie gTeat fertility
»* of the g-round, the averag-e value of the crops of potatoes is twenty pounds,
'• the tithes two pounds, and ot]>er crops in proportion. Now, is twelve shil-
" Ung-s an unreasonable demand for wliat is worth two pounds? I further re-
" mark, that 1 7io viherefind the rate higher than tweive shillings the plantation
•• acre ; and the crop, v/herever it is charged, not worth less than eleven or '

-'-twelve pounds, more generally sixteen or twenty.'*
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Rates of Tithes^ on Petitions
^for the year 1786, in the County

of Cork.

IRISH ACRE.
Potatoes.
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style and tone of modem clergymen excels in expence and dis-^

play, the old ministers of the gorspel. The improbability of this

assertion would appear more fully, if I were permitted to bring

to the bar of this house the parishioners, who could most feel-

ingly attest the direct contrary ; or were I permitted to produce

affidavits which swear the direct contrary. But I will for a

moment reject all this, and I will refute their case by nothing

less than the authority of their own oaths, and the acknowledg-

ment of their own vindication. The Defence states, that the

average ratages of the poor dioceses of Cloyne and of Cork, are

above 10^. an acre, potatoes, and of Cork above 7s, 9d. wheat,

and Cloyne above 9^. wheat. While in the rich diocese, pota-

toes are, as the Defence states, 7s, the acre, and wheat 6^. &d.

The Defence endeavours to account for the disparity, and
ascribes it to a number of corn mills established in the county

of Cork, and to the export trade of corn from the ports Youghal,

Cork, Kinsale, and Dungarvan. Now these mills, and this ex-

port trade, are almost entirely the effect of the corn bounty, the

inland bounty, which did not take place till the year 1758, and
still more, the export bounty, vv^hkh did not take place till the

year 1773, and which, with the inland bounty, has been gradu-

ally, and more abundantly, operating ever since.

The Defence has then assigned a cause, which cause began

to exist within thirty years of the date of the enquiry ; it fol-

lows, that the effect must have taken place within that period ;

it follows, that an encrease of average ratage has taken place in

some dioceses within those thirty years ; it follows, that the

other great position of the Defence is unfounded.

Thus the two great positions of the case fail : the first is re-

futed by the oath of the part}', and the second by the admission
of the Defence : the Defence acknowledges what it denies, that

the clergy have increased the average prices of some dioceses

within these thirty years ; it acknowledges, what k also denies,

that they have tithed the bounty ; but I will wave all this, and
yet will shew their case to be inadmissible : it states that they

have procured returns from the clergy, what kind of returns

you have heard j but it does not pretend to have gotten any
froiii the lay impropriators ; and it affirms, that this share

' amounts to one-third of the tithes of this kingdom ; it acknow-
ledges then, that the enquiry has omitted one-third of the ques-

tion, and on such an enquiry they propose to decide the state of
Munster and all its peasantry. Allow their Defence....biassed,

a's it must be thought ; fallacious, as it has been sworn ; self-

convicted, as it has been proved ; hov/^ever, in compliment to

its authors, \qx us for a moment allow it. Yet still it is not the

state of the tithes of Munster; it is not commensurate with the

question it presumes to cover : it does not affect io touch at all
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one of the three parts of the case ; and v/hen it affects to touch

the other two, I have shewn it to be hut affectation. With
evc-ry respect to the clergy of Munster, the question is not,

whether they are ihe oppressors ? it is higher, it is, whether the

people are oppressed. To acquit the clergy, supposing such a
defence, which proves nothing but its own contradiction, could

do so, decides only an inferior question ; to obtrude that deci-

sion as disposing of the whole of the case, is to make a criminal

use of their supposed innocence ; and as the defence would ac-

quit the parsons on their own evidence, so would it dismiss

the peasant unredressed, without any evidence at ail. In an-

swer to such a proposal, we ask of right reverend authoritv,

where is your flock? what, is there no wolf but the shepherd?
Bring us a better account of your charge

;
go back to your fold.

But 1 might wave all this, yet the Defence is still inadmissible,

because false in its conception. The exhibiting the average
rates of the different dioceses of the south, does not enable the

public to judge of its condition. In order to expose the art of
deciding any thing by those clerical averages, it is sufficient to

recollect the famous average of a dignified writer, who, esti-

mating the average income of the Irish clergy, excluded the

bishoprics, and included the curates, to give the reader a just

and lair sense of the property of the church. And still further

to expose a defence founded on average ratages, it is sufficient

to examine the decrees of the court of Cashel, whose average
decrees are stated for the five years previous to ir86, to be 8s.

an acre potatoes, but whose particular decrees appear from the

books in some cases to have exceeded 20^. The average ra-

tages of the different dioceses give the public no knowledge of
the case. It may happen, that the average ratage of a diocese

shall be moderate, and yet the ratages universally exceptiona-

ble. Suppose one half of the diocese under the ratage of Dr.
Atterbury, and the other under the ratage of Captain Right, the

average might perhaps be moderate, but that apparent modera-
tion of ratage would arise from the very circumstance which
made it peculiarly culpable, from the double grievance, from
the two extremes, from the opposite offences ; it may happen
that the proprietors of tithe in some cases crouch to the rich,

and encroach on the poor ; the average, under such circum-
stances, might appear moderate, but the moderation would arise

from the compound of crimes, from crouching and encroaching,

from meanness and extortion. The moderation of average
price therefore proves nothing ; it is a method which not only
cG'iceals, but inverts the case. It makes the parish of A. appear
better from the circumstance that makes her worse, from com-
parative misery ; it makes the parish of A. when rated too high,

appear to be actually relieved ^yllen the parish of B. is rated too
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low ; as if the former derived a paradoxical relief from the

sense of its own peculiar hardship, and obtained a preternatu-

ral respiration from burthens, because they were heaped with
uncommon measure on herself ; it is a clerical chemistry, which
extracts a complexion from the consumption of the case ; op-

pression alone would not do ; but add partiality, and the com-
pound is vended by the right reverend authors, as an image of

their charity, and a case for their clergy. And as a defence

founded on an exhibition of average prices only, is unjust to

the parish, so it is injurious to the parson ; it makes the mode-
ration of parson A, state in favour of parson B. who is an ex-

tortioner, and the exaction of B. state against A. who is mode-
rate ; as if A, derived riches from the extortion of B. and con-

solation from the reflection, that if he himself got too little, his

neighbour B. whose example he condemned, got too much

;

and it supposes that A. had a further consolation from the ex-

perience, that if he did not share the profit, he divided the in-

famy. This process by average is a confusion and incorpora-

tion of vice and virtue, fame and infamy ; it is resorted to from
an indifference about the real state of the peasantry, suggested

by the spirit of corps, at the expence of the best members of the

church, and by a false tenderness of some peccant indi-

viduals, who may atone for the crimes of an exactioner, by
the virtues of a sycophant, and by adulation to their bishop,

may secure absolution for every other abomination. The
exhibiting average prices therefore gives no information.

From those submitted in the Defence, nothing can be collected,

except that they are not founded in fact. They are stated to

be formed on returns, which do not exceed 12s, the plantation

acre ; though from the oaths of the clergy, or their witnesses,

the prices are proved to go to 27s, Waving therefore other

objections, this defence must be rejected on two grounds :

first, because the average price is not the true defence. Second,

because this Defence is not the true average. But though right

reverend authority has not made out a case for the clergy, it

has made out a case for the people. So it frequently happens
;

men are but instruments of Providence, and without knowing it,

fulfil her ways. The zealot is but an inflamed organ, bursting

forth with unpremeditated truths ; reverend writers endeavour-
ing to establish a right in the Protestant clergy to a tenth of

the peasant's labour, as prior to the Protestant religion, para-

mount to all other rights of property, and therefore prior not

only to the Protestant, but to the Christian religion, have only

served to bring forth proofs, that such a right, if any, resides

in the poor, and that the parson was onl}^ his trustee : so now
the bishops in their defence, state the average ratages of three

out of the five dioceses to which their acreable ratages refer, to
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amount to above lOs^ the plantation acre for potatoes ; and
in forming this average they acknowledge they exclude all par-

ticular ratages above 12^. and therefore their average is less

than the fact; and they do not pretend to include one or two
shillings in the pound, notoriously paid to the tithe proctor by
the peasant, though reluctantly acknowledged by the Defence,

and omitted in the average, which, on that account, is a still

further departure from the fact. This 10^. the acre, demanded
and received without any consideration of charity, which was
the object of tithe ; of building and repairing churches, as is

required by the canon law ; without parochial schools, as are

required of the clergymen by the statute law, and in some places

without residence, which is required by canon, common, and
statute laws, arises not only from the produce that feeds man-
kind, but from the only produce which in Ireland sustains the

poor and most numerous description of mankind, who have not

poor rates as in England, and who have another order of clergj^

to pay, which is not the case in England : this heav}- burden is

more sensibly felt, by being peculiar to the south, which by the

Defence of the Clergy is admitted and represented to be in a

state of not only actual but comparative misery. For the

continuation of this partial wretchedness, they state that one-half

of the tithe of the south arises from that very wretchedness,
viz. from tithe of potatoes; the other half arises from wheat,
which they state in these dioceses to be from above Ts. to above
9.9. the Irish acre ; from barley, which they state to be from
near 7s, to near 9s.; from oats, which they state to be from near
4.9. to above 5.9.; from hay, which does not pay tithe in Con-
naught; from flax, which does not pay tithe in Ulster; from
cows and sheep and lambs, which they omit in their statement,

but from which the clergy of the south receive a considerable

income. In short, from what does, and what does not pay tithe

elsewhere. I congratulate the southern clergy on all these

advantages ; but the Defence interrupts me, and says, that all

this is only one-half of their income, there is another gotten

from potatoes. Here the description of the men from whom
that half principally arises... .beggars I men publicly pronounced,
and by all admitted to be trodden down to the earth, men who
get Sd, a day for their labour, and pay 6/. a year b'S' the acre for

their potatoe garden, which heavy rent is acknowledged to be
aggravated by a tithe of 10^.; for the continuance of which
heavy tithe, the heavy rent is by the advocates of exaction made
the apology. Poor people !

" If we relax, the landlord would
*' encroach ; he is worse than the parson." These charges are

further aggravated in some places by the disposition of the man
who makes them, the tithe farmer. The Defence states, that

while the rich diocese of Cashal and Emly pavs 7s, the acre
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potatoes, the poor dioceses of Cloyne and of Cork pay above lOtSf

It states the cause of this inequality to be the tithe farmer. It

states two causes of high ratages in these dioceses, a brisk com
trade, and the tithe farmer. The latter cause alone is referable

to potatoes. It describes these tithe farmers, vagabonds, fisher-

men ; but fishermen, it says, who do not live by fishing ; and
who, it also says, till nothing ; and who, it is concluded to say,

live by no labour, except the labour of exaction. The leasing

the tithe to such a crew is made a matter of mercy :
" poor

people, they," so runs the canting Defence, " have nothing else

to live by." Thus the equity in favour of the tiller of the soil,

is made an equity in favour of a crew who bid against him ;

this equity, however, they own to be nothing more than setting

the tithe to the highest bidder ; and when these bidders are the

cause, as the Defence states, of raising the tithe of potatoes

in the dioceses of Cork and of Cloyne, to above 10*. the acre,

which tithe, in the diocese of Cashel and Emly, they state to be

but 7s, that is, when these canters raise the tithe above 30 per

cent, the defence does expressly applaud them for their mode-
ration.

I have stated, that the Defence of the southern clergy had
made out a case for the poor. It has done so : it has proved
the poor of those districts to be in worse situation than in any
other part of Ireland; but it has gone farther, it has proved the

clergy to be in a better ; it sets forth, that from a number of corn

mills, and from a brisk export ofcom, the extent of tillage in those

parts has greath^ increased ; it states, that from those causes,

the ratage on tillage has increased likewise ; and thus it allows,

what however in another part it denies, that the clergy have the

double advantage, an increase of tillage, the effect of bounty, an
increase of ratage, the effect of tithing that bounty. The
Defence states, that the clergy of the south have also a tithe of

potatoes, the effect of their peculiar good fortune, which tithe

the Defence admits to be nearly equal to all the rest. The
Defence does not state, but we do and can prove, thajt in some
of these disturbed parts, the livings of the clergy have of late

j^ears doubled. I might appeal to individuals, some of them
will acknowledge it, none of them can deny that the increase

has been abundant. Hence it follows, that the authors of the

Defence cannot set up the plea of poverty against the relief of

oppression ; and as they have made out a case for the poor, so

have they suggested the facility of a remedy. They have in

their Defence stated, that in the south the ratages have not in

any county or diocese, for these thirty years, varied ; that is,

they have in their Defence set up a modus, a ratage of thirty

years is a modus in fact, though it is not a mo.lus in law, and

does most decisively ascertain the possibility of establishing a
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modus by law. What now becomes of the solemn asseveration

of the impossibility of paying the clergy in any manner, othet

than that of tithe ? Either they who superintended the Defence,

believe that ^e ratages have not varied, and their argument of

impossibility is a pretence, or they do believe they have varied,

and their Defence in this particular has exceeded the boundaries

of reality, yet it does not so egregiously depart from them, as

not to conclude the authors of the Defence, as to the practicabili-

ty of fixing a standard, and is an argument sufficient for a modus^
though not for a justification. The bill novr submitted to your con-

sideration, proposes that commissioners should be appointed to

enquire and to report : as to the commissioners, I do not mean
that their number should be confmed to the members of parlia-

ment ; I would admit men more familiar with the subject. As to

the enquiry, it would be much facilitated by what has been done

and written already ; here it will appear, that the proprietors of

tithe in the districts lately disturbed, have, for the most part, pro-

ceeded by an acreable ratage, that where they have not, they

have proceeded by a mode peculiarly capricious and oppressive ;

and as in the former case, they have made a m.odus easy, so in

the latter they have made it necessary. Your commissioners

will discern where the ratage increased from the activity of the

tithe farmer, from the advantage of the bounty, or the excep-

tionable conduct of the clergyman. Possessed of a knowledge
of the criminal causes of increase, your commissioners will

disavow all such in the formation of a modus, or tithing table,

for the different articles which are to be subject to tithe. I'hey

will, in the tithing table, estimate each rate as equivalent to so

many stone of bread corn, to be valued at stated years, and at

the desire of the owner of tithe.

Your commissioners will naturally think it advisable in any

plan they form, to exempt the cottager's potatoe garden from
tithe ; the proprietor of the tithe to be compensated by a present-

ment, or an agistment, equal to the sum at which the garden is

rated; they will also relieve the parishioner from small dues,

and where such have been usually paid, they will probably think

to compensate the clergyman in the manner above mentioned.

They will then think it advisable to relieve the proprietors of

tithe, as well as the farmer and the poor, by giving the said pro

:

prietors for the recovery of their income a remedy effectual and
summary.
Your commissioners may form a modus, as I have stated

above, or they may go a step further, and submit apian, by virtue

of which, surveyors shall be appointed annually, by the parson

and parish, to survey, and make a return of the number of acres

under tillage. Th;- v.ros to be rac'^d according to the tithing-

.taye, and th« gross sum to be levied in the manner of other



142 APPENDIX,

county charges. When I say the commissioners will adopt

such a plan, I only mean that if you appoint them, I will assist

them by submitting such plan. I have stated it in general

terms ; but the mechanical part I have digested into two bills.

The appointment of commissioners should precede the intro-

duction of such bills, because the enquiry necessary to lay the

foundation of such bills, should not be left to an individual, but

entrusted to a body empowered and appointed by parliament.

To an individual, however active his enquiry, authentic his in-

formation, the answer will ever be, we do not know all this, and
therefore it is, I submit to you to enquire into all this yourselves.?

And in order that this system of reform should be a means of
coercion, as well as of relief, I would have a provision, by which
any parish rising up in tumult, such as was committed in 1786,

and as is described in our laws, shall for blank time forfeit the

benefit ofthe act, by paying an extraordinary ratage, the increased

sum to go to some public use.

But whatever redress is intended, that redress must come
from you, it will not come from the clergy : the parochial cler-

gy may wish for a regulation, the bishops do not. One dignita-

ry has denied that tithe can by any possibility be an oppression ;

ether kinds of property may, but the full tenth of your capital,

land and labour paid to the church, we are informed, carries

along with it an inherent impossibility of being a burthen ! A
heavenly-gifted and mysterious property it seems, which cannot

corrupt, but must for ever abide by original purity, and primae-

val perfection ! Should an argument, which depends more on
faith than on reason, find no reception in your mind, another
dignitary has told you that the poor are not to be relieved^ if the

clergy are to he at the expence* When a bill for the improve-
ment of barren lands, and the encouragement of industry among
the lower orders of the people, was on the last session resisted

by the spiritual peers, aright reverend prelate was said to have
declared as a principle, that the poor should not be relieved, if

the clergy were to be at the expence. Such a sentiment com-
ing from a Christian and a Protestant bishop, must have smote
every breast with deep and sincere affliction : but, if we are cast

down by so great and grave an authority on the one side, w^e

are consoled again by a still higher interposition, the express

commands and practice of the scriptures on the other. The
Saviour of man suffered on a principle different from that

Vvhich the right reverend prelate has introduced. The apostles,

the mart) rs, and that flaming constellation of men that in the

early age of Christianity shot to their station in the heavens,
and fell, and falling illumined the nations of the earth with the

blaze of the gospel, rose and fell with inspirations of a very dif-

ferent kind. Had Christ been of the prelate's opinion, he never
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had been born, and we had never been saved. Had he said to

his apostles, 'The poor are not to be fed, the valley is not to

laugh and sing at the expence of our church;' or, had the apos-

tles said to the nations of the earth, ' Ye are not to be benefited

at the expence of Christian pastors ;' or, had the martyrs ex-

postulated with themselves, ' We will not suffer for mankind/
what had become of the Christian religion? Let the Pagan
priest of Jove, or the sensual priest of Mahomed, deliver such
doctrine, but do not you part with the palm of Christianity, nor
relinquish the lofty self-surrendering precepts of your gospel, to

poach in politics, for little and wicked tenets, in order to brand
your Prayer Book with the image of a sorry selfishness, which
would disgrace the frontispiece of Machiavel. With all hi»^
errors on his head, the Pope himself is too discreet to commit
himself with the Bible, by inculcating self-interest as a part of

his creed. He has proclaimed, that the support of the poor is

necessary, according to the true ancient discipline of the church ;

and he has taxed church-benefices accordingly. There are

some indiscretions, compared with which, hypocrisy would be

decorum ; dissimulation would be virtue. I am not reflecting

on what fell from a bishop, so much as I am defending Chris-

tianity, by whose principles, on the last day, even the proudest
of the priesthood must be tried. Let me suppose that day to

have arrived, and, at the dread tribunal, the mitred head to be
confronted with the naked peasant...." I was an hungered, and
you fed me not : I was naked, and you clothed me not." Will
you then answer your God as you have answered your country?
'' The poor were not to be relieved at the expence of the clergy.*'

But this is putting human infirmity to too severe a trial, and
suggesting gloomy scenes of death and judgment, for which
men occupied by the riches, engaged in the amusements, and
fretted somewhat in the politics of the world, are but little pre-

pared. It was a declaration of indiscretion, of passion ; to

speak severely of it, of a warm judgment ; to say the worst of
it, of a fallible temper, and entirely to be forgiven, provided it

shall be never repeated. I shall therefore hope, on recollection,

it will not as a general principle be laid down, that the clergy

should not contribute a little to the relief of the poor. Alas !

that will not do ; we are told the poor in Ireland do not deserve
relief....' Suspicious subjects, Presbyterians inimical to the con-

stitution, or Papists incredible on their oaths ;' that is, below
the condition not only of other Christians, but of other men,
Jews, Pagans, Mahomedans : now, as the Roman Catholics

happen to be the most numerous part of the Christian church,
it follows, if the charge be true, that the majority of the follow-

ers of Christ are the worst of the human species j that the

VOt. III'. s
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greater part of Christendom is the most reprobate part of the

earth, and that the Redeemer of mankind has come in vain ; and

.
the result of the two opinions, that by one right reverend digni-

tary entertained of the Catholic church, coupled with the other

tenet suggested by another dignitary, of the Protestant churchy

is, that the former church has done much mischief to man, and
that the latter is not to be at any expence to do him service.

However, I will suppose these opinions to relax; the Presby-

terian to be restored to his credit, the Catholic to be admitted

to grace, yet there is another difficulty in the way of redress,

the alleged poverty of the Irish church. The bishops allege in

the Defence, that the people of Ireland pay incomparably less

to their church. They acknowledge, that, on a dividend of the

whole income, including bishopricks and colleges, each Irish

clergyman would receive 230/. per annum, and each English

clergyman 150/. But then they compare the two aggregate

funds, and because 1000 Irish clergymen do not divide as great

an aggregate as 10,000 English, they affirm that Ireland pays

incomparably less to her church. They do not deny that the

English clerg} are as ten to one, their fund as six to one ; they

cannot deny that the church of England, men in England, are

more than ten times as many, and the people of England much
more than ten times as rich ; and then their pampered expostula-

tion amounts to this, that the clergy of England, being ten times

as many, having above ten times as much to do, get only six

times as much, from a country which is perhaps twenty times as

rich. In all this pathetic lamentation, hov/ have they forgotten

the presbyter ! how have they forgotten the priest ! and their

humble pittance I and yet a poor priest shall defend the privi-

leges of a man against proud oppression, and a presbyter shall

be able to puzzle a mitre. With regard to the presbyter, I am
clear his income should be increased ; the regium donum is con-
temptibly small, one of the acts of a new, administration should
be to increase it.

When certain right reverend dignitaries insist on the pover-

ty of the Irish churchy compared with that of England, they

suggest to the people of Ireland the following question : What
induced those dignitaries to come to Ireland ? Am I to under-

stand that they left their great pretensions in the English church
from a contempt of its riches t and sought preferment in the

Irish church from a love of its poverty ? Am I to understand

that a contempt for dignity, added to a contempt of riches, has

induced them to obstruct the progress of our native clergy ? and
happily fixes their humble eye upon the Irish mitre ?.... Exalted
they are then at leisure to make pastoral observations on our
people...." The Squirearchy are tyrants....the common people

thieves. ...the Presbyterians enemies to the constitution, and the
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Catholics iiKredible on their oaths.'* Having made an esti-

mate of the value of the income of the clergy ; then ihey calcu-

late, and, like, the industrious ant, or the busy bee, thymo crura
plena^ depositing, in the episcopal ceils, the bulky store of eccle-

siastical revenue, they return to the crowd, and expostulate

with their brethren on the poverty of the church.

I speak of some, not all. There are among them, men whom I

revere. Such is one whom I do not name, because he is present

;

mild, learned, pious and benevolent ; a friend to the meekness
of the gospel, and a friend to man. Such is another whom I

may name, because he is not present. He has the first episco-

pal dignity in this realm.. ..it is his right.. ..he takes it by virtue of
the commanding benevolence of his mind, in right of a superior

and exalted nature. There are men possessed of certain crea-

tive powers, and who distinguish the place of their nativity,

instead of being distinguished by it....they do not receive, they
give birth to the place of their residence, and vivify the region
which is about them. The man I allude to, I know not, or
know him as we know superior beings, by his works.

I have, in the foregoing part, endeavoured to defend mvself
against an attack, published without the names of certain digni-

taries of the church, but not without their authority : I shall

now strive to answer another attack, pul)lished by their autho-
rity, and with their names annexed. ...the parochial clergy of
Munster, at their annual visitations assembled.

A very respectable assembly; how employed? To assist the

committee appointed by act of parliament to enquire into the

scandalous abuses which have sunk the charitable funds of roval

and private donation?....No, from the Southern archbishop that

committee has received no assistance....To establish parochial

schools, according to act of parliament, at their own expence ?....

No, that work has been neglected....To establish diocesan

schools, at their own expence, as by law they are obliged ?..„

No, that too has been neglected or perverted....To enquire into

the state of charter schools, and to follow Howard in his pious

and singular activity ?....No, the parochial clergy of the province

of Munster, at their visitation, have been otherwise employed.
They h ;ve read a speech concerning tithes, their propertv, and
yet there were subjects more worthy of their interference !

Their God has been denied by the arguments of the Atheist;

his Son has been denied by the arguments of the Deist. English,

bishops, Presbyterian ministers have come forth. ...The parochial

clergy of Munster, and their six bishops....have they signalized

themselves in this holy war ?....Their learning.. ..their industry..,,

their zeal on their natural subject....! look for.... I cannot find

them....Their country, as well as their God, Had h^en outraged
....her trade crippled, her constitution destroyed, and her final
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judicature, of which the right reverend the lords spiritual com-
pose an implicit part, usurped. What an opportunity here for

their interposition during a long period ! Where are their spirited

votes ? Where are their deep researches ? A layman indeed,

on that occasion, came forth, Molyneux came forth ; and, though
he could not retake the citadel, he rescued the holy vestiges,

the vestal fires of the constitution, and rescued them without

aid from the dignified priests of the temple. A most successful

struggle to recover trade and freedom was afterwards made....

what an opportunity here ! The Presbyterian ministers came
forward in every shape ; the Roman Catholic priest afforded

us his literary assistance ; the parochial clergy of Munster, and
their six bishops. ...not one syllable....on their part a sad blank....

profound, uninterrupted taciturnity. When their God, their

Redeemer, and their country are in question, they are silent

;

but, when a twelve-penny point on their tithe is brought for-

ward, then they are vivacious ; then the press groans with

clerical Billingsgate; then a synod is held in the capital, in the

seat of learning, under mitred auspices, training up the reverend

youth of the country in the holy office of anonymous publica-

tion, and inoculating their tender minds with the scribbling itch

of meagre production ; and then the parochial clergy of Munster,

deans, deacons, archdeacons, prebendaries and precentors, with

six bishops in holy order, and solemn march, advance.. ..on

what? On the principles of decorum and respect due to a mem-
ber of the legislature :

" The provincial clergy having read a

speech, entitled by the publishers the speech of Mr. " Grattan,

and by him not disavowed." Their bishops should have in-

formed their clergy, that, to justify the application, it is not

sufficient the publication should not be disavowed, but necessary

that it should be authorized. Giving a reason for the application,

and giving a bad one, they convict themselves of making the

charge, and of making it without foundation. Here I must
suggest an established rule, which I scorn to insist on, but am
forced to acknowledge. No man, no body of men, have a right

to charge on a member of the legislature, as his speech made
therein, an unauthorized publication. Against this rule have

transgressed those anonymous and wrathful clergymen, who, in

a flock of noisy publications, have attacked what I never pub-

lished, and replied to what I never said. They are welcome
;

they have shewn that all of them can write, it remains for them
to shew that some of them can excel. ...their patrons I hope will

reward them I The flies of the vintage they gather about the

press, and already taste, in devout expectation, the inspiring

fruit. A light swarm ! that they should travel over boundaries

I am not astonished ; but that the grave body, the parochial

clergy of Munster, with their six bishops....they too are wel-
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c6me. I should be the last man to avail myself of an intempe-
rance, and they are the last body against whom I should insist

upon it. Requesting therefore, that when the exalted of their

body complain of encroachment, they may extend to others that

indulgence, which they themselves (it appears) sometimes stand
in need of, I shall wave the irregularity of the attack, and suppose
the parochial clergy of Munster to have come forward in a
shape, in which they are not exposed to a censure, but entitled

to an answer. 'Tis a matter of anxiety to know what is the
evil they advance to combat., ..they state it, " Lest an anony-
mous pamphlet should, in their own province, prejudice them in
the opinion of men unacquainted with their persons or modera-
tion." If by such they mean people of the other provinces, I

do not see how the parochial clergy of Munster can be specially

affected in their own province, by the opinion of men who live

out of it ; but, if they wish to recommend themselves to such,
if the opinion of such men is worth their attention, the parochial
clergy of Munster must take measures very different from the
manifesto ; they must agree to an exemption for the potatoes
of the peasant ; they must agree to an exemption for the flax of
the manufacturer; they must accede to a modus, not a mani-
festo. But, if the parochial clergy of Munster are indifferent

about the opinion of the other provinces, and by men unac-
quainted with their persons and moderation, mean their own
parishioners, I marvel much that these grave and enlightened
men should allege so slight and sarcastic a cause for their mo-
mentous interposition, assigning, on the first supposition, a
very inadequate, on the second supposition, a very extraordi-

nary, and on neither the real cause for their manifesto. When
a great body condescends to give a reason f^or its proceedings,
that reason should be excellent ; and rather than have offered

such a one as they have submitted, I think the parochial clergy

of Munster had more consulted their dignity, by assigning no
reason at all, by resting every thing on their authority, and by-

standing forth in the public prints, a great name without an ar-

gument.
Having professed such an object for interposing the parochial

clergy of Munster endeavour to accomplish that object by a
manifesto, declaring that the prices set forth in the speech
alluded to do greatly exceed the prices demanded by the clergy
of Munster, and are gross misrepresentations. Here it becomes
of moment, to know what are these prices set forth in the
speech. I do not find, the speech relies on prices for wheat,
which exceed 16^. the acre, or on prices for potatoes, which
exceed 27^. the plantation acre. But such prices, or any thing
near such prices, are bad enough in all conscience. Whether
the prices are 10^. for wheat, or 13, 14, 16,20, or275.'the acre^
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for potatoes, they are unconscionable. I agree with the paro*-

chial clergy of Munster, in their honest indignation at the

perusal of such charges ; they are enormous, uncharitable,

and unchristian: the next question is, where these charges

have been found?.. ..In the returns of the judge, or of the

proper officer, appointed by the proper court to try bills or

petitions under the compensation act ; charges, which by the

act must be the usual charges of three years back, and which

must be verified by affidavit; so that this manifesto is nothing

more than a declaraiion, that the prices reported by the judges

or triers, and verified by the oath of the parsons, or their wit^

nesses, do greatly exceed the real prices, and are gross false-

hoods ; that is, that the witnesses in these cases concerned for

the clergy, have been guilty of perjury. But as this is impossi-

ble, we must suppose, that these prices are not chargeable with

falsehood, but so chargeable with excess, that they become
incredible from their enormity ; and thus this declaration of the

parochial clergy of Munster is nothing more than a manifesto

against the exactions of their own body. These clergymen...,

these tithe-farmers.. ..or these tithe-proctors, who have recovered

under this act, and who by themselves or their witnesses, have

sworn to such scandalous charges, should take notice, that they

are proclaimed by the parochial clergy of Munster, at the annual

visitation assembled ; that the prices demanded by said persons,

are proclaimed and stigmatized, and publickly disavowed and

reprobated bv the bishops and the clergy of the province of

Munster, at their annual visitation assembled ; that these prices

are pronounced not only to exceed what they themselves de-

mand, but to exceed their demand in a very higli degree, to be

not only exorbitant charges, but incredible calumnies.... Mira-

culous ! that the clergy of Munster, with their six bishops,

unconsciously led, but happily influenced, meaning only to attack

a member of parliament, should, by a blind, but heaven-directed

zeal, pronounce ecclesiastical and episcopal judgment against

unconscionable tithe. See the first fruits of the zeal of a lay-

man, and the temerity of a bishop.

The parochial clergy of Munster, having in the first para-

graph of their manifesto, affirmed a universal proposition, are

advised in the second, to give that paragraph a contradiction,

they are of opinion, that the prices set forth in the speech, and

denied in the manifesto, may exist notwithstanding ; but if they

do, they are only apparently high, and are really justifiable. In

the first paragraph, they are advised to decide against their ex-

istence and moderation. *' They greatly exceed the prices de-

manded, they are false, they are calumnious." In the second^

they are advised to change their opinions with respect to both ;

they may not be false, they may be justifiablc.i.the contradic-



APPENDIX. 149

tion is of little moment ; the justification must be observed

upon: is 12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 27s, an acre for potatoes, justifiable?

Have the provincial clergy of Munster, with six bishops at their

head, come forth to ttll us this ? Have the parochial clergy of

Munster come forth to excuse extortion? Do the parochial

elerg) of Munster design by such a justification, to recommend
themselves either in or out of their province, to those who are,

or to those who are not, acquainted with their persons, and who
are yet to be acquainted with their moderation ? I did hope,

that the parochial clergy of Munster, at their annual visitation as-

sembled, would have held a different language, and instead of

reading newspapers, or answering pamphlets, would have em-
ployed those sage and sacred moments to restrain exaction, and
to animadvert on improper ministers. Here I see and lament

that fatal spirit of corps, which arms the enemies, and discom-

fits the real friends of the church. The reverend and learned

body read in the pamphlet,certain figures of unjust prices,withna-

tural indignation. But they were brought to recollect, that these

prices might be the charges of a brother churchman. In their ca-

pacity, as men and gentlemen, they abhor : in their corporate ca-

pacity as priests, they are advised to apologize ; hence a confusion

of style from a distraction of sentiment; hence the printer, who
puts down the figures of certain prices is guilty : the minister who
exacts them....innocent. A piece of money, which in numbers
tells as exaction, being deposited in the pious hand of a spiritu-

al pastor, undergoes a sort of transubstantiation, and is only ap-

parently high, while the clerical offender is acquitted by a mira-

cle, and this miraculous benefit of clergy is extended to the lay,

as well as the ecclesiastical owners of tithe ; and to all the low
and wretched train of persons of various professions and religi-

ons, connected with its collection. I excuse the zeal of the pa-

rochial clergy of Munster, I say nothing of their discretion. I

applaud the first motions of their heart : I am sure the majori-

ty of them scorn to practise what they are influenced to extenu-

ate : but do not these worthy men perceive, that while they

insist on the moderation of such practices, they may bring into

question the moderation of their own principles, and teach the

public to fear, lest these prices, which are now the subject of

their Defence, mav become hereafter the object of their imita-

tion ? The progress of exaction is well known : from general in-

dignation to special toleration ; from special toleration to ge-

neral adoption. I own I see the necessity of my bill nozv^ em-
phatically ?iow; just at the critical period before those high

charges have become a general practice j and when they begin

to receive a degree of counteniince ; vv'hen the balance of charity

trepidates in episcopal hands ; when Exaction has not lost all

her native horrors, and yet is growing somev/hat familiar to

their eyes ; is only apparently high.. ..probably justifiable
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The parochial clergy of Munster proceed : they say, they do
not believe, that in the whole province of Munster, there exist,

of prices unusually high, three or even two instances. The pa-

rochial clergy of Munster do not believe that throughout the

whole province of Munster, in the counties of Cork, Tipperary,

Limerick, Kerry, or Clare, in all the livings, lay, as well as ec-

clesiastic, among all the owners of tithe, clergymen, lay-impro-

priators, tithe-proctors, tithe farmers, or sub-tithe farmers, there

exist of prices unusually high, three or even two instances. I

respect the parochial clergy, and marvel, that so grave a body
should have been induced to commit itself on so extraordinary

an assertion.

The declaimers for tithe have represented the landlords of

Ireland as extortioners, these are the lay-impropriators , the

same declaimers have represented the middle-men as extortion-

ers, these are the tithe-farmers : do these descriptions of men,
the landlords, who are extortioners, the middle-men, who are

extortioners, put on a new nature when they come in contact

with tithe, and derive the virtue of moderation from the conta-

gion of a property the best formed to prompt, reward, and con-

ceal exaction ? This is infallibility ! denied indeed to the doc-

trine of the priesthood, but now transferred to the property of

the church. Here again breaks out that spirit of corps, which
always exposes the church ; there is no extravagant conclusion

to which it will not lead men in certain situations, though of

excellent understandings. But, to wave the rashness of such
an assertion, had not the parochial clergy of Munster their own
experience to direct them ? Had they never made the ratage ot

value of church benefices any part of their private meditation ?

Had they not the returns admitted to be made in 1786, to di-

Jrect them ? There, every where, they could have discovered

their error. What ! in the whole province of Munster they do
not believe that of prices unusually high, there exist three or

even two instances ? Admit their position, and they are ruined ;

all are alike, 12^. 14^. 16.y. 20s, or 27-9. the acre, for potatoes,

are, according to this, not the unusual charges of a few, but the

extortions of all. Never was such an attack published against

the southern clergy, as this manifesto propagated by them-'

selves ; and, lest such a paper should extend or descend to pre-'

judice the clergy with the present and with future times, let me
interpose a moment, and rescue their character from their vin-"

dication ; unable as I find myself in this step to support their

discretion, let me say something in favour of their truth and"

moderation ; and, in contradiction to the first paragraph of their

manifesto, let me assure you, that the prices sworn to by some
of the clergy, or their witnesses, however high, were truly set

forth by the same ; but, let me add, in contradiction to the third

'
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paragraph, that those prices were unusually high ; the extor-
tions of the particular men, not of the body in general ; and,
for the sake of the body in general, and the individuals in par-
ticular, let me hope their manifesto may meet with but little re-

gard.

Having ceased to assert, the manifesto proceeds to interro-

gate. When a grave and respectable body of men propound
questions, they deserve answers, even though the questions
themselves are of little moment. Tne parochial clergy ol Mun-
ster interrogate, whether a want of moderation in some (sup-
posing, what they do not allow, such want to exist) bespeaks a
want of modera.ion in all; without adverting to the rules of
logic, and consulting merely the character of the clergy of the
south, particularly some of the subscribers, 1 should immediate-
ly answer in the negative ; but, if I paid any attention to the
manifesto, 1 should answer in the affirmative ; because in part
of that unluck) production, I find that ^he exactions of the few,
though not according to the practice, do not appear sufficiently

olfensive to the principles of the many, but are stated as proba-
bly justifiable ; it is therefore only by rejecting their Defence
that we can answer their question to their satisfaction or their

credit. The parochial clergy of Munster ask, whether the want
of moderation in some (if any) will account for the indiscrimi-
nate attack made on the body ? To this question I lament that
no answer can be given, because all enquiry was, and is now re-

sisted by some of that very quarter, from whence the question
has proceeded. We cannot determine, however we may sur-

mise, that high charges in some instances on the peasant's sub-
sistence, tithed in no other part of Ireland, might have excited
discontents which go generally beyond the region of their cau-
ses, and spread by contagion. The parochial clergy of Munster
ask, v/hether the want of moderation, if any. in some, will justify

every species of violence, combination, and exaction ? To whom
do they apply this question ? To government, who gave them
troops ; to the legislature, that gave them a riot act, and a white-

boy act, and a n^agistracy and two compensation-acts f Are the

parochial clergy oi Munster, aware of the force, the influence, the
expence, and the high penal nature of ihese measures ? And how
the constitution bled, and the springs ofjustice well nigh cracked,

while we listened to such suggestions ? Do I condemn them?
No. After some necessary qualifications and amendment, I

voted for most of them. Whatever right the rest of the com-
munity may have to expostulate with me on this subject, they
have none. I voted, under the pressure of the times, for tem-
porary coercion, before enquiry ; and I did hope the clergy

would not have opposed me in moving for subsequent enquiry,

VOL. iir. T



152 APPENDIX.

to prevent the continuation and repetition of coercion. The
parochial clergy of Munster ask, whether exaction will justify

outrage ? I own I am at a loss to discover their provocation for

such an interrogatory. Versed, as they certainly are, in the

science of ethics, they undoubtedly must know, that crimes jus-

tify their punishment, not one another. Exaction will not jus-

tify robbery, nor robbery exaction. When the southern clergy

applied to government for troops, to the legislature for capital

punishments, they said, " Suppress the insurgent by arms,
'^ punish the robber by death," and we listened to them. When
they come forth a second time, with a tarnished display of past

sufferings, and with a peevish interrogatory, " Whether exac-
" tion will justify every species of cruelty," they mean nothing;

or, they do mean, " Be tender of the exacter....do not enquire
*^ into his transgressions.. ..let his sufferings be a set-off against
'' his offences :" and here we cannot listen to them ; otherwise

civil society, contrary I am sure to their intentions, would cease

to be a system of reward and punishment, and would become
nothing more than a scale of iniquity ; from exaction to tumult,

and from tumult suppressed, to exaction triumphant ! disgust-

ing extremes ! A bishop bawling for tithe, or a whiteboy for

rebellion.

The parochial clergy of Munster ask, whether a want of mo-
deration in some, will justify a crimination of the whole body ?

which crimination they affirm to be the great object and end of

the speech alluded to. To this most serious and unmerited re-

flection, 1 answer, that I did arraign many of the tithe-farmers,

many of the tithe-proctors, and some of the clergy of the south ;

but that 1 did not arraign the majority of the latter description,

on the contrary, declared I presumed the majority to be inno-

cent. I may add, that some of their subscribing dignitaries

were present ; the manifesto then is liable to this observation,

that it has brought forward the misrepresentation of my speech,

and that it has omitted to bring forward the fact. I am glad,

hovvever, that the parochial clergy of Munster, by their ques-

tion,, declare they disapprove of general charges, founded' on
some particular instances ; but this concession will subject them
to a keen retort from various descriptions of his majesty's sub-

jects : and first, from all the peasantry of Munster, who will

ask, whether the turbulence of some peasants justified a certain

quarter in resisting an enquiry into the distresses of the body at

large ? and whether those excesses justified the declaimers for

tiihe in representing the peasantry of Munster as one vast con-

federated Popish banditti ? It will expose them to another ques-

tion from the landlords of Ireland, who may ask, whether the

rack-rent of some justified those declaimers for tithe in repre-

senting the landlords of Ireland in general as extortioners ? It
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will expose them to another question from all the Presbyteri-

ans, who may ask, whether the rising of soms Popish peasants

in the south, justified the advocates for tithes in proclaiming
the Presbyterians of the north, and indeed the whole Presby-
terian community, as labouring under ah incapacity of being
sincere friends to the constitution ? It will expose them to ano-
ther question from the Roman Catholics, who will ask, whether
such risings as above, justified the advocaies for tithes in repre-

senting the v/hole Catholic community as inimical to the con-
stitution, and incredible on their oaths? What description of
subjects that has not been traduced? What character that has
not been outraged? Offend their God, and some men will

absolve ; offend their property, and they persecute. I am
glad that the parochial clergy of Munster have felt the impro-
priety, though I should be sorry thev ever should feel the lash
of general reflections, founded on particular instances : and I
sincerely hope it will be a lesson to som^ of their bishops in fu-

ture not to make, and a lesson to some of the clergy not to
countenance such general reflection. I agree with the parochial
clergy of Munster such reflections are matter of censure in a
printer .; but I go a step further.... I do not think them matter of
thanksgiving in a bishop.

The parochial clergy of Munster complain, that all means
have been used to give currency to unmerited censure, and to
impose a stigma on the clergy of Munster. Thev are right,

but let them direct their complaints to the proper objects : let

them turn to those who helped certain ponderous publications

on their side, through a series of heavy editions ; let them turn
to their own hot and hazardous pilots : let them expostulate
with their own stars, those cloudy luminaries, under whose an-
gry influence worthy men have sought those rocks on which
they fear, vainly I hope, the wreck of their reputation. Let
them turn to those who advised some amongst them to resist

the interest of the manufacturer, by petitioning against a modus
for flax ; to resist the interest of the husbandman, by petition-

ing against a bill for the improvement of barren land ; to those
who attempted to commit the established church, with the whole
Catholic community, by declaring the individuals who compose
it to be incredible on oath, and with the whole Presbyterian
community, by declaring both to be inimical to the constitution

of the realm. Turn to those who spirited up worthy men to
express their approbation of such illaudable productions. Turn
to those who have now spirited up grave and worthy men to
come forward with this empty manifesto. The clergy, no
doubt, have reason to complain of the paper war: they have
found, in a country, where reason may write, the palm is not
to the powerful ; their antagonists have reached them, but the
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worst wound came from their own quarter ; the pompous foil}',

the dogmatical and intolerant spirit, the false alarm spread, the

unfounded charge made, the want of discretion, the want of de-

corum, and the want of temper. There is something which

distinguishes an ecclesiastical war on the subject of property

;

a miraculous degree of perseverance, a marvellous portion of

fire, a certain turbulence of zeal, and an appetite for the thing

in controversy, which is not only keen but ferocious. Howe-
ver, if their own publications have hurt them, the injury is not

great ; none of them have been read, that are not now forgot-

ten ; the brief children of temporal desires, they have tasted of

death, even in the life time of their ghostly fathers.

To the nobility and gentry of Munster, the parochial clergy

appeal. Why not the poor ? do they not pay tithe ? do not their

potatoe gardens pay tithe ? The Saviour of man would not have

passed them by. Had he only appealed to the nobility and

gentry of Judaea, he must have overlooked his own apostles.

Had the parochial clergy of Munster been left to themselves,

their appeal would have taken a more evangelic direction ; but

when potentates prescribe, when certain dignitaries, long in the

habits of courtly application suggest, the parochial clergy are

controlled, and those right reverend spiritual politicians pre-

sent, as usual, their faces to the great, and habitually turn from

the poor and the Lord : they overlook Lazarus expiring at

their feet, and call on Dives to give his sense on the subject of

charity. Have the parochial clergy forgotten, that, by some of

th ir own writers, these noblemen and gentlemen have been re-

presented as the patrons of exaction, though now the poor are

referred to them, as the arbiters of moderation. I am sure the

landed interest was grossly misrepresented, I am glad the pa-

rochial clergy of Munster are sensible of it. But it is not such

men that can establish the clerg}'s character for moderation,

because such men are seldom the object of their exaction ; it is

• the poor, to whom they do not appeal, it is the cottager's voice,

the peasant's testimony ; or, (since he is not allowed to be cre-

dible on oath) his simple affirmative ; or, (since he must not

speak his native language) his hands uplifted in their favour:

these are the best witnesses to prove the moderation of the cler-

gy of Munster.

The parochial clergy of Munster inform you, that the church

is attacked; they tell you more, that religion is attacked; and

they tell you how, because an attack, as they conceive, has

been made on themselves. They annex the existence of the

church, and the divinity of religion, to the importance of their

own persons. With every respect for the parochial clergy of

Munster, I cannot accede to the irreverent and vulgar fami-

liaritv with which controversialists on their side are prone to
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introduce and make common cause with the the Ahnighty.
Lfct bigOLs rail, let poltmics revile, let headlong zealots vocife-

rate, but the parochial clergy of Munster will agree with me,
thai licentiousness should be confined to the human species, and
that the majesty of the Godhead should remain inviolate.

What, is there nothing in our religion, nothing in its external,

nothing in its internal evidence, nothing in its miracles, prophe-
cies, propagation, doctrine, and diction, to raise its author above
the possibility of being affected by the paper war, and wretched
controversy, in which some idle ecclesiastics may have involved
themselves ? He has prevailed against greater enemies, the pride
of the high priest, the servility of the bishop. But it should
seem that it was not religion which supported the parson, but
the parson that supported religion. The error, however, is

natural and common; the politician thinks the state rests on
his shoulders; and the dignified divine imagines the church
and the Christian religion, the firmament and starry sphere to

dance round his person and property. It is a matter of curio-

sity to know what, on the present occasion, has endangered the

Christian religion ; an anommous pamphlet against tithe, and a
motion to enquire into the sufferings of the poor ; for this is the

Godhead brought out from his shrine, and exposed as an out-

work in defence of church property. However, if their religion

is so connected with every step they take, they have the remedy
within themselves ; let them agree to such acts as will benefit

the community ; or let them cease to oppose every act that has

a tendency to relieve or to enquire. Once more I offer a public

enquiry ; I solicit once more redress for the peasantry of this

country. I offer a bill appointing commissioners for that salu-

tary purpose.... Do the clergy of Munster decline the offer?

What, are they afraid of an enquiry ? Will they shelter them-

selves under a court? Have they come forth with a manifesto,

and do they now deprecate an examination ? Once more I offer

it, and I add, that if this 6ill should pass, and commissioners

should be appointed, the clergy will be made sensible that we are

friends to the provision of the church, as well as to the relief of

the people.
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No. LXXXIV.

DECLARATION OF THE CATHOLIC SOCIETY OF DUBLIN...?. 304^

Dublin, October 21st, 1791.

IN the present enlightened and improved period of society,

it IS not for the Irish Roman Catholics alone to continue silent.

Not accused of any crime ; not conscious of any delinquency,

they suffer a privation of rights and conveniences, the penalty

reserved in wise states for offences of atrocious magnitude. It

does not become them, whilst with liberality ever to be grate-

fully remembered, many descriptions of their fellow-citizens

compassionate their situation, to seem indifferent to the desira-

ble, and they hope, not distant event of their emancipation.

They wish to ascertain upon what terms they may venture to

settle in a country, which they love with the rational preference

of men, not the simplicity of puerile acquiescence. It is not

for the Irish Catholics, armed as their cause is with reason and

justice, like public foes to seek advantage from public calamity.

They ought to advance their claim at a time most favourable to

discussion, when the condition of the empire is flourishing and
tranquil. They might seem culpable to their country, if affect-

ing to dissemble what it were unmanly not to feel, they reserved

their pretensions in ambuscade to augment the perplexities of

some critical emergency. They would be culpable to posterity,

if they omitted to proiit of the general inclination of public

sentiment. They would be culpable to themselves, if they suf-

fered an imputation to subsist, that in the extent of the British

territory, they alone submit withou| repining, to a mortifying

and oppressive bondage, degrading to themselves, and pernicious

to their country. They conceive, that in the present state

of things, their silence might be received as evidence of such

dispositions.

Influenced by these considerations, and instructed by a recent

transaction, that although laws may be shameful and preposte-

rous ; for even in a philosophic age there will be bigots and
tyrants, where the votaries of freedom are most sanguine. A
number of Roman Catholics, resident in Dublin, have formed
themselves into a society, which they invite their fellow suf-

ferers throughout the nation to unite with, which shall have for

its object to consider, and individually to support with all their

?.eal and personal influence, such measures, not inconsistent
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with their duty to the civil magistrate, as shall appear likely to

relieve them from the oppressions and disqualifications imposed
in this country on persons professing the Roman Catholic reli-

gion. We therefore do unanimously resolve,

That we will, to the u^^most of our power, endeavour, by
all legal and constitutional means, to procure the repeal of the

laws by which we are aggrieved, as Roman Catholics. That
we will promote repeated application to every branch of the
legislature for that purpose; and assist such application by all

means of legal influence, which it shall at any time be possible

for us to exert.

It would be tedious, it might be disgusting, to recount each in-

dividual grievance under which we suffer. The Roman Catholics

seem preserved in this land but as a source of revenue. The
whole legislative, the whole executive, the whole judicial

powers of the state, are in the hands of men, over whom they

have no control ; and with whom they can have little intercourse.

They arc prohibited to engage in any mode of industry from
which it is possible to debar them, or which is worth the mono-
poly. They are restricted in the education of their children.

As conscientious we cannot lightly abandon our religion, as

prudent men we hesitate to engage in controversial study; the
wisest have been bewildered in such pursuits, and they are for

the most part incompatible with our necessary occupations.

Nor is there any moral advantage held out as an inducement to
change our creed : it is not pretended that we should become
better men, or more dutiful subjects, but merely experimenta-

lists in religion seek to gratify their caprice by forcing us^

from our habits of education into the perplexing labyrinth of
theology.

The liberty of Ireland to those of our communion Is calamity,

and their misfortunes seem likely to encrease, as the country

shall improve in prosperity and freedom. They may look with:

envy to the subjects of an arbitrary monarch, and contrast that

government, in which one great tyrant ravages the land, with the

thousand inferior despots whom at every instant they must en-

counter. They have the bustle and cumbersome forms without
the advantages of liberty. The octennial period, at which the

delegated trust of legislation is revoked, and his importance
restored to the constituent, returns but to disturb their tran-

quillity, and revive the recollection of their debasement. All
the activity, all the popular acts of electioneering canvas, enforce

the idea of their insignificance j they exemplify it too : witness

the various preferences given by persons of rank to not always
the most deserving among our Protestant countiymen, a pre-

ference nearly as detrimental to the independent Protestants as

to us,
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There exists not in their behalf any control over power.

They have felt the truth of this assertion, when in this age of

toleration, even within the last eight years, several new penal

statutes have been enacted against them.

They experience it daily, not alone in the great deliberations

of the nation, and in the litde concerns of public money for the

service of the state, but in the local imposicion of county and

parochial taxes. We appeal to our rulers, we appeal to Ireland,

we appeal to Europe, if we deserve a place in society, should

we seem willing to insinuate that such a situation is not severely

unacceptable.

We are satisfied that the mere repeal of the laws against us

will prove but feebly beneficial, unless the act be sanctioned by

the concurrence of our Protestant brethren, and those jealousies

removed by which the social intercourse of private life is inter-

rupted. It is time we should cease to be distinct nations, forci-

bly enclosed within the limits of one island. It shall be a capital

object of our institution to encourage the spirit of harmony,

and sentiments of affection, which the ties of common interest,

and common country, ought, ere now, to have inspired. Coun-

trj^men ! too long have we suffered ourselves to be opposed in

rival factions to each other, the sport of those who felt no ten-

derness for either. Why should diversity of sentiment, so

usual where the matter in debate is abstruse or important,

separate those whom heaven placed together for mutual benefit

and consolation? Objects, material in their day, produced

hostility between our ancestors. The causes of that discord

have ceased to exist ; let the enmity too perish. Let it be the

duty ofpresent and future ages to prevent the recurrence of such

unnatural and calamitous dissension ; except in the actual dis-

charge of the religious duties, which conscience renders inevita-

ble, we wish there never shall be found a trace of that, which

may possibly divide us into distinct communities.

The ill effects of these restrictions are not confined to those

of our religion ; they extend to every individual, and every pub-

lic bodv in the nation ; under the weight of them, industry,

under their influence, public spirit is enervated. It is the inter-

est of every man in Ireland. that the entire code should be abo-

lished. It'is the interest of the crown, as it must promote the

general happiness of the subjects. It is the interest of the great,

as it will serve to tranquillize the country, and to encourage in-

dustry : it is the additional interest of the middle and inferior

ranks, as it must impart new importance to their sentiments,

and to the expression of their sentiments ; we call upon every

order of the state, not alone by their benevolence and justice,

but by their patriotism and self-interest, to co-operate with our

exertions.
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It adds the Insult of mockery to the misfortune of the Irish
Catholics, that the number of persons aggrieved, in every other
instance an inducement to redress, is a reason alleged to pro-
crastinate their relief, and an argument used to impose silence
on their murmurs : is it their act, that a multitude of Irishmen
are aggregated by common grievance, and classed in one great
community of fellow-sufferers ^ Why accuse them of hostility

to the constitution ? They earnestly solicit to participate in its

advantages. Why suspect them of enmity to their country f
They desire entirely to incorporate themselves with it, to con-
tract closer ties, which shall decide them to consign their pos-
terity irrevocably to its bosom. We envy not its endowments
to the established church ; adversity has instructed us, that all

the consolations which are promised, are most faithfully and
tenderly administered by the pastors with moderate appoint-

ments, a free gift of gratitude to the kindest benefactors. Fas-
tidiously excluded from the constitution, we can pronounce on
it but as aliens, by speculation. We discern in it the means of
much happiness; we regret that its symmetry is not complete;
a chasm remains which might be filled with advantage by the
Roman Catholics ; we have neither passion nor interest at va-
riance v/Ith the order of things it professes to establish. WV de-
sire only that property in our hands may have its natural weight,

and merit in our children its rational encouragement. We have
sworn allegiance to our sovereign, and the very evils we com-
plain of prove how inviolable is our attachment to such obliga-

tion. We respect the peerage, the ornament of the state, and
the bulwark of the people, interposing, as we hope the Irish

Catholics v/ill experience, mediatory good offices between
authority and the objects of it. We solicit a share of interest in

the existence of the commons. Do you require an additional

test ? We ofTer one more unequivocal than a volume of abjura-

tions....we hope to be free, and will endeavour to be united.

Do you require new proofs of our sincerity? We stood by you
in the exigencies of our country. We extend our hands, the

pledge of cordiallt}-. Vv^ho is he that calls himself a friend to

Ireland, and will refuse us?

We feel ourselves justified in this association: the period

draws near when it will be fit the Irish Catholics approach the

legislature with respectful solicitations. It is meet that those

who suffer should confer, in order to ascertain the means and
matter of redress likely to prove at once satisfactory and success-

ful. It is insinuated, that some of our Protestant brethren are

adverse to oar emancipation ; it Is meet we should Investigate

the grounds of this strange assertion. The laws that have
separated us from our countrymen, destrox hig our intercourse

with bodies constituted by authority, leave us no ether mannet:

VOR. III. u"
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to collect, or to convey the general sense of our grievances, than

this of a self-created society. We mean not to interfere with

the harmony now happily subsisting through the nation : if the

applications on our behalf are complied with, we can never

have occasion: if rejected, we cannot have an interest to inter-

rupt it. Engaged for the most part in the various departments
of commerce, we are concerned not less than any other class of

citizens, to cultivate the blessings of tranquillity ; individually,

we have more at stake than some, who presume to falsify our
motives, and calumniate our actions. The Roman Catholic

body measured strength with the power of the state, and was
vanquished, when it possessed a force that never can be exerted,

and was opposed to enemies far less numerous than it now
should encounter. The confiscations of that period are con-

firmed to the present occupiers by immemorial possessions, by
the utter impossibility of ascertaining the original proprietors,

by the personal and pecuniary interest of almost every Roman
Catholic in the land to maintain the settlement. Many of our
communion already have, and still more are likely to expend
their property on titles derived under these forfeitures. It is

not from the wealthy, attached to their present enjoyment, that

commotion is to be apprehended. It is not from the indus-

trious ; a single year of anarchy must prove fatal to their com-
petence. It is not from the poor, a w-retched band of slaves,

mouldering under these bad laws, and only made use of to
degrade the Irish Catholics to a rabble, when it is convenient
to despise them. We are Vv^illing to forget that any beside the

present race ever existed in this island. We long have been
Vv'illing to forget it, if our recollection were not kept alive by
what we suffer, and by the celebration of festivals, memorable
only as they denote the sera and the. events, from whence we date
our bondage.

We will endeavour by tempemte, by unremitting assiduity, to

procure the benefit of that constitution, which, of our fellow-

subjects, is denied alone to those of our persuasion. We are

amenable to all the decress of the state ; we contribute to all

its exigencies : we are still to be informed upon what grounds
its advantages are made a monopoly to our exclusion. We
cliallenge an investigation of our principles and conduct; we
feel not ourselves ; we know not that there is in our brethren

a deficiency of manly spirit, of capacity or virtue ; which ought
to assign to the Irish Roman Catholics an inferior rank
among the creatures of our common Father. If we have a
cl'ime, it is to have slept over our chains ; our cause is the cause
df justice, and our country. We solicit counsel and assistance

from all to whom these sacred names do not present themselves
unheeded.
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To tlie patronage of the lettered we peculiarly recommend
ourselves ; where talents have arisen among us, they have been
compelled to seek refuge in a foreign country, or they have
perished in their infancy, robbed of the hope that animates

;

curtailed of the education that invigorates them. We claim as

of right, the benefit of open trial and candid discussion ; even
amidst the cares of legislating for an extensive empire, the Bri-

tish senate did not refuse its attention to the unfortunate exiles

of Africa. If in this enlightened age it is still our doom to

suffer, we submit ; but at least let us learn what imputation of
crimes can instigate, or what motives of expedience can ac-

count for the denunciation of that heavy judgment. That if

loyalty, which strong temptations could never alienate ; if ex-

emplary good conduct under the most trying circumstances ; if

reverence to a constitution which in our native land we are for-

bidden to approach, be insufficient to remove unjust aspersions,

and entitle us to the kindness and confidence of our brethren,

we may be at least instructed how we should atone for what we
cannot deem inexpiable, the political errors or misfortunes of

our ancestors.

By order of the Society,

Theobald M'Kenna,

No. LXXXV.

THE CONSTITUTlOxN OF TPIE UNITED IRISHMEN IN 1^91.

[p. 304.]

1st. THIS Society is constituted for the purpose of for-

warding a brotherhood of affection, a comm^union of rights, and

an union of power among Irishmen of every religious persua-

sion, and thereby to obtain a complete reform in the legislature,

founded on the principles of civil, political, and religious li-

berty.

2d. The members of this society shall either be ordinary

or honorary, and shall not be limited to any description of

men, but to extend to all persons who may be deemed eli-

gible.
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od. Every candidate for admission Into this society shall

be proposed by one member, and seconded by another, both of

whom shall vouch for his character and principles, and whose
name shall be entered on the books of the society ; the candi-

date to be ballotted for on the society's subsequent meeting, and

if one of the beans be black, he shall stand rejected.

4th. As a fund is necessary the better to carry into effect the

purpose of this association, each member, on his admission,

shall pay to the society the sum of and

per month while he shall continue a member.
5th. The officers of this society shall be a secretary and trea-

surer, who shall be appointed by ballot every three months,

viz. on every first meeting in November, February, May, and

August.
6th. This society, in manner aforesaid, shall appoint two

members, who with the secretary shall act for the society in a

baronial committee, which members shall receive on each

eight of their attendance on said committee.

7th. This society shall in manner aforesaid appoint mem-
bers, who, with the treasurer, shall form a committee of fi-

nance, &c.

8th. At the request of either committee, or any members
signing a requisition, the secretary, or if he should be absent^

the treasurer shall call an extra meeting of the society.

9th. This society shall meet in ordinary every evening at

o'clock ; the president to be chosen by the majority of the

members present, of whom shall be a quorum.

10th. Every respect and deference shall be paid to the chair-

man. On his rising from his seat and taking off his hat, there

shall be silence, and the members seated. He shall be judge of

order and propriety ; shall grant leave of absence at pleasure ;

shall not enter into debate. If any member behave improperly,

he is irapowered to direct an apology ; or if refractory, fine him
in any sum not exceeding , and on refusal to do as di-

rected, he shall therefore be expelled the society for

11th. No member shall speak more than twice to a question,

without leave from the chairman.

12Lh. Every person elected a member of this society, whe-

ther ordinary or honorary, shall, previous to his admission, take

the follov, ing test in a separate apartment, in the presence of

the persons who proposed and seconded him, and one member
appointed by the chairman; or in case of absence of one of the

two persons, the chairman shall appoint another member to act

for the absentee ; after which the new member shall be brought

into the body of the society, and there take the test in the usual

form.
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' TEST.

In the awful presence of God.

" I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that I will pei-severe in en-
*' deavouring to form a brotherhood of aftection among Irish-
*' men of every religious persuasion ; and that I will also per-
*' severe in my endeavours to obtain an equal, full, and adequate
" representation of all the people of Ireland.

" I do further declare that neither hope, fears, rewards, or
" punishments, shall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to
** inform on, or give evidence against any member of this or
*' similar societies, for any act or expression of theirs done or
*' made collectively or individually, in or out of this society, in
*^ pursuance of the spirit of this obligation."

loth. A member of any other acknowledged society, being
introduced to this society by a member, shall, upon producing
a certificate signed by the secretary, and sealed with the seal of
the society to which he may belong, and taking the foregoing

test be admitted to attend the sittings of this society.

14th. No member shall have a certificate but by applying to

the committee, who shall grant it, unless the member is leaving

his place of residence, which certificate shall be lodged with
the secretary on his return.

15th. When this society shall amount to the number of thirty-

six members, it shall be equally divided by lot, that is, the

names of all the members shall be put into a hat or box, the se-

cretary or treasurer shall draw out eighteen individually, which
eighteen shall be considered the senior society, and the remain-
ing eighteen the junior, who shall apply to the Baronial Com-
mittee through the delegates of the senior society, for a num-
ber ; and that this division shall only take place in the months of
October, January, April, and July. 1 he fund shall also be
equally divided.

16th. That no society shall be recognized by any committee,
unless approved of and taking the test, and amounting in num*
ber to seven members.

END O? APPENDIX TO VOL. III.
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